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merrick garland legal opinions have played a significant role in shaping contemporary American
jurisprudence, reflecting his judicial philosophy and approach to constitutional interpretation. As the
Attorney General of the United States and a former federal appellate judge, Garland’s legal opinions provide
insight into his views on key legal issues such as civil rights, administrative law, and the balance of
governmental powers. This article explores the breadth and depth of Merrick Garland’s legal opinions,
analyzing their impact and significance within the broader legal landscape. It also highlights notable cases
and landmark decisions that illustrate his reasoning and legal principles. Understanding Garland’s legal
opinions is essential for grasping the current and future direction of federal legal policies under his
leadership. The article will cover his judicial background, notable opinions, and his approach to legal
interpretation and enforcement, ensuring a comprehensive overview for legal professionals and scholars
alike.
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Background and Judicial Career of Merrick Garland
Merrick Garland’s legal opinions are deeply informed by his extensive judicial career, particularly his
tenure as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. Appointed in
1997, Garland served on one of the nation’s most influential appellate courts, where he authored numerous
opinions that addressed complex issues of federal law. His judicial experience spans over two decades,
during which he earned a reputation for meticulous legal reasoning and a centrist, pragmatic approach.
Garland’s background also includes service as a federal prosecutor and experience in private practice,
contributing to his well-rounded perspective on legal matters.



Key Themes in Merrick Garland Legal Opinions
Analysis of Merrick Garland legal opinions reveals several recurrent themes that define his judicial
philosophy and approach to the law. These themes include adherence to statutory text, respect for
precedent, and a balanced consideration of executive and legislative powers. Garland often emphasizes the
importance of judicial restraint, avoiding activism or overreach, while ensuring the protection of individual
rights and due process. His opinions tend to demonstrate careful attention to the facts of each case and a
methodical application of legal principles.

Respect for Precedent and Stability
Garland’s opinions frequently underscore the importance of stare decisis, the doctrine of respecting
precedent, which he views as essential for legal stability and predictability. He tends to uphold established
legal interpretations unless there is a compelling reason to depart from them, reflecting a cautious and
deliberate judicial style.

Balancing Governmental Powers
Throughout his rulings, Garland has shown a nuanced approach to the separation of powers, carefully
delineating the limits and interactions among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. His opinions
often highlight the need for checks and balances, ensuring that no branch exceeds its constitutional
authority.

Notable Cases and Decisions
Merrick Garland’s legal opinions cover a range of significant cases that have influenced federal law and
policy. Several landmark decisions reflect his impact as a jurist and provide a window into his reasoning on
contentious legal issues.

Environmental Regulation and Administrative Law
Garland played a key role in cases involving environmental regulation, where his opinions often supported
the authority of federal agencies to enforce statutory mandates responsibly. He emphasized the need for
agencies to act within the scope of their delegated powers while providing clear explanations for
regulatory decisions.



Civil Rights and Equal Protection
In cases related to civil rights, Garland’s opinions have reflected a commitment to upholding constitutional
protections against discrimination. His rulings demonstrate sensitivity to issues of equality and justice,
balancing legal standards with the realities faced by marginalized communities.

National Security and Criminal Justice
Garland’s experience as a former federal prosecutor is evident in his opinions on national security and
criminal justice, where he carefully weighs government interests against individual liberties. His legal
reasoning often navigates complex questions about surveillance, due process, and law enforcement
authority.

Garland’s Approach to Constitutional Interpretation
Merrick Garland’s legal opinions exhibit a pragmatic approach to constitutional interpretation, combining
respect for the text with an awareness of contemporary societal needs. He refrains from strict originalism or
textualism alone, instead favoring a contextual and functional analysis that considers precedent, legislative
intent, and practical implications.

Pragmatism and Judicial Restraint
Garland’s judicial philosophy is marked by pragmatism, emphasizing the judiciary’s limited role in
policymaking. He advocates for judicial restraint, urging courts to defer to legislative and executive
branches unless clear constitutional violations occur.

Consideration of Historical Context
While not rigidly originalist, Garland values historical context as part of his interpretive framework. He
examines the framers’ intent and the evolution of legal doctrines to ensure that constitutional interpretation
remains relevant and grounded.

Impact on Administrative and Civil Rights Law
The body of Merrick Garland legal opinions has significantly influenced administrative law and civil rights
jurisprudence. His rulings affirm the importance of transparent and accountable government administration
while safeguarding individual freedoms.



Administrative Law Developments
Garland’s opinions have helped shape modern administrative law by delineating the powers and limits of
federal agencies. He supports the principle that agencies must operate within statutory authority and
provide reasoned explanations for their actions, enhancing governmental accountability.

Advancement of Civil Rights Protections
Throughout his judicial career, Garland has contributed to the advancement of civil rights through
decisions that protect against discrimination and uphold equal protection under the law. His opinions often
reinforce legal standards that promote fairness and social justice.

Legal Philosophy and Enforcement as Attorney General
Since his appointment as Attorney General, Merrick Garland’s legal opinions and policy decisions continue
to reflect his judicial philosophy, emphasizing the rule of law, impartial enforcement, and the protection of
democratic institutions. His approach to legal enforcement is marked by a commitment to fairness,
transparency, and respect for constitutional boundaries.

Commitment to Rule of Law
Garland’s leadership as Attorney General underscores his dedication to upholding the rule of law, ensuring
that enforcement actions are based on sound legal principles rather than political considerations. His legal
opinions in this role aim to restore public trust in the justice system.

Focus on Civil Rights Enforcement
Under Garland’s direction, the Department of Justice has prioritized civil rights enforcement, addressing
issues such as voting rights, hate crimes, and discrimination. His legal opinions support vigorous protection
of individual rights and equal treatment under the law.

Balancing National Security and Privacy
Garland’s legal views also balance the demands of national security with the protection of civil liberties,
advocating for measures that safeguard the country while respecting constitutional rights. His legal opinions
promote transparency and oversight in security-related enforcement actions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Merrick Garland and what is his role in the legal system?
Merrick Garland is the Attorney General of the United States, serving as the head of the U.S. Department
of Justice and the chief law enforcement officer responsible for overseeing federal legal opinions and
policies.

What are some notable legal opinions issued by Merrick Garland as
Attorney General?
Merrick Garland's notable legal opinions include those on voting rights enforcement, civil rights
protections, and policies on federal law enforcement use of force, reflecting a commitment to justice reform
and upholding the rule of law.

How has Merrick Garland's legal opinion affected voting rights
protections?
Garland has emphasized the Department of Justice's commitment to enforcing the Voting Rights Act,
issuing legal opinions that support federal oversight to protect against discriminatory voting practices and
ensure fair access to the ballot.

What is Merrick Garland's stance on criminal justice reform in his legal
opinions?
Garland's legal opinions advocate for balanced criminal justice reform, focusing on reducing mass
incarceration, ensuring fair sentencing, and addressing systemic biases within the justice system.



How do Merrick Garland's legal opinions address the use of federal law
enforcement?
His opinions generally call for restrained use of federal law enforcement powers, emphasizing
accountability, respect for civil liberties, and adherence to constitutional protections during protests and
public demonstrations.

Has Merrick Garland issued any legal opinions related to cybersecurity
and national security?
Yes, Garland has issued opinions reinforcing the importance of combating cyber threats and protecting
national security, while also balancing privacy rights and civil liberties in the digital age.

What impact have Merrick Garland's legal opinions had on immigration
policies?
Garland's legal opinions have supported immigration enforcement that is humane and consistent with U.S.
laws, focusing on fair treatment of immigrants and addressing issues like asylum and border security.

How do Merrick Garland's legal opinions influence federal civil rights
enforcement?
His opinions strengthen federal civil rights enforcement by prioritizing investigations into discrimination,
hate crimes, and police misconduct, aiming to promote equality and justice nationwide.

Where can the public access Merrick Garland's official legal opinions and
statements?
Official legal opinions and statements from Merrick Garland can be accessed through the U.S. Department of
Justice website, press releases, and public records of DOJ guidance and policy memos.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Merrick Garland: A Comprehensive Analysis of His Legal Opinions
This book delves into the judicial philosophy of Merrick Garland, exploring his most influential legal
opinions. It offers a detailed examination of his reasoning in key cases and how his decisions have impacted
American jurisprudence. Scholars and legal enthusiasts will find valuable insights into Garland’s approach to
constitutional and statutory interpretation.

2. The Jurisprudence of Merrick Garland: Balancing Precedent and Progress



Focusing on Garland’s careful balancing act between respecting precedent and embracing legal progress,
this book analyzes several landmark opinions. It highlights his thoughtful methodology and commitment to
the rule of law. Readers gain a clear understanding of how Garland’s opinions reflect a nuanced approach to
complex legal issues.

3. Merrick Garland’s Supreme Court Opinions: A Study in Moderation
This work investigates Garland’s moderate judicial stance through a selection of his Supreme Court
opinions. It discusses his efforts to bridge ideological divides and promote legal stability. The book provides
an accessible overview of his contributions to contemporary legal debates.

4. Legal Reasoning and Moral Judgment: The Opinions of Merrick Garland
Examining the intersection of law and ethics, this book explores how Merrick Garland integrates moral
considerations into his legal reasoning. It reviews cases where his opinions reveal a deep concern for justice
and fairness. The text is ideal for readers interested in the ethical dimensions of judicial decision-making.

5. Merrick Garland on Civil Rights and Liberties: A Legal Perspective
This volume focuses on Garland’s opinions related to civil rights and individual liberties. It assesses his
impact on protecting rights in areas such as free speech, privacy, and equal protection. The book offers a
thorough analysis of his legal thought in the context of evolving social issues.

6. The Impact of Merrick Garland’s Legal Opinions on Federal Law
Detailing Garland’s influence on federal jurisprudence, this book traces how his rulings have shaped the
interpretation of federal statutes and regulations. It highlights key decisions that have affected
administrative law and federal authority. Legal professionals will appreciate the in-depth discussion of
Garland’s role in federal legal developments.

7. Judicial Restraint and Activism: Merrick Garland’s Place in Modern Law
This book explores the spectrum of judicial restraint and activism through the lens of Garland’s opinions. It
evaluates how he navigates the tension between these judicial philosophies. The analysis provides a
balanced view of Garland’s contributions to legal discourse and his impact on the judiciary.

8. The Evolution of Merrick Garland’s Legal Thought: From Circuit Judge to Attorney General
Tracing Garland’s career from his time on the D.C. Circuit Court to his role as Attorney General, this book
examines the evolution of his legal opinions. It highlights how his judicial philosophy has adapted to new
roles and challenges. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of his professional journey and
influence.

9. Merrick Garland and the Future of American Jurisprudence
Looking ahead, this book speculates on how Merrick Garland’s legal opinions may continue to shape
American law. It discusses potential future cases and legal trends influenced by his philosophy. The text is a
forward-thinking exploration for anyone interested in the ongoing legacy of Garland’s judicial work.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  merrick garland legal opinions: Judge Merrick Garland Collin Weber, 2016
  merrick garland legal opinions: Inconsistency and Indecision in the United States
Supreme Court Matthew P Hitt, 2019-05-20 The United States Supreme Court exists to resolve
constitutional disputes among lower courts and the other branches of government, allowing elected
officials, citizens, and businesses to act without legal uncertainty. American law and society function
more effectively when the Court resolves these ambiguous questions of Constitutional law. Since
lower courts must defer to its reasoning, the Court should also promulgate clear and consistent legal
doctrine, giving a reason for its judgment that a majority of justices support. Yet a Court that
prioritizes resolving many disputes will at times produce contradictory sets of opinions or fail to
provide a rationale and legal precedent for its decision at all. In either case, it produces an
unreasoned judgment. Conversely, a Court that prioritizes logically consistent doctrine will fail to
resolve many underlying disputes in law and society. Inconsistency and Indecision in the United
States Supreme Court demonstrates that over time, institutional changes, lobbied for by the justices,
substantially reduced unreasoned judgments in the Court’s output, coinciding with a reduction in
the Court’s caseload. Hence, the Supreme Court historically emphasized the first goal of dispute
resolution, but evolved into a Court that prioritizes the second goal of logically consistent doctrine.
As a result, the Court today fails to resolve more underlying questions in law and society in order to
minimize criticism of its output from other elites. In so doing, the modern Court often fails to live up
to its Constitutional obligation.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Social Media Law and Ethics Jeremy Harris Lipschultz,
2025-08-29 In this textbook, social media professor Jeremy Harris Lipschultz introduces students to
the study of social media law and ethics, integrating legal concepts and ethical theories. This second
edition explores freedom of expression, as it applies to students, media industry professionals,
content creators and audience members. Key issues and practices covered include copyright law,
data privacy, defamation, global law and ethics, generative AI, government censorship, social media
platform rules and employer policies. The book also addresses the U.S. government's TikTok law and
other recent regulations. Research techniques are also used to suggest future trends in social media
law and ethics. Touching on themes and topics of significant contemporary relevance, this accessible
textbook can be used in standalone law and ethics courses, as well as emerging social media courses
that are disrupting traditional public relations, advertising, marketing and journalism curricula.
Case studies, discussion questions, and online resources help students engage with the
practicalities, complexities and ambiguities of this future-oriented area of media law, making this an
ideal textbook for students of media law, policy and ethics, mass media, and communication studies.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Corruption and Illiberal Politics in the Trump Era
Donna M. Goldstein, Kristen Drybread, 2022-09-23 This book explores the nexus of corruption, late
capitalism, and illiberal politics in the Trump era. Through deep, contextualized analysis and careful
critique, it offers valuable perspectives on how corruption is defined and understood in the current
historical moment. The book asks: Is today's corruption something new, or is it a continuation of
prior patterns of illiberalism? Chapters in this collection consider how corruption is practiced,
mobilized, or invoked in a range of cases, each of which is embedded within larger concerns about
what citizenship, social belonging, honesty, and justice mean in the United States today. The authors
examine a constellation of unscrupulous actors and questionable actions, with topics ranging from
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sex scandals and shady real estate deals to the Trump administration’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Several essays directly address the increasingly violent rhetoric and the deliberately
anti-democratic policies that have flourished during the Trump era. The book draws on
anthropological insights and comparative analysis to place the policies and practices of Trump and
his supporters in a wider global context. Corruption and Illiberal Politics in the Trump Era will be of
great interest to readers from anthropology, sociology, political science, discourse studies, media
studies, linguistics, and American studies.
  merrick garland legal opinions: American Public Opinion and the Modern Supreme Court,
1930-2020 Thomas R. Marshall, 2022-04-29 The United States Supreme Court is commonly thought
to be an institution far removed from American public opinion. Yet nearly two-thirds of modern
Supreme Court decisions reflect popular attitudes. Comparing over 500 Supreme Court decisions
with timely nationwide poll questions since the mid-1930s, Thomas R. Marshall shows that most
Supreme Court decisions agree with poll majorities or pluralities across time and across issues and
often represent Americans’ views to the same degree as federal policymakers. This book looks
beyond the litigants, economic interests, social movements, organized interest groups, or units of
governments typically involved and instead examines how well the Court or the justices represent
Americans’ views. Using nationwide public opinion, broken down by key subgroups, race, gender,
education, and party affiliation, better describes exactly whom Supreme Court decisions and the
justices’ individual votes best represent. His book will be of interest to scholars in political science,
legal studies, history, and sociology.
  merrick garland legal opinions: The Handy Supreme Court Answer Book David L. Hudson,
2023-05-09 The U.S. Supreme Court, its decisions, and its nominating process for new justices are
often in the news … but are just as often not well understood. Constitutional law professor David L.
Hudson, Jr., explains the cases, processes, and important history with this in-depth primer on the
U.S. Supreme Court. How has the Supreme Court justices’ thinking on gun rights, abortion, free
speech, freedom of religion, and many other controversial issues evolved? What were some of the
court’s most important and monumental decisions … and failures? Which justices have—and have
had—the most influence on the court? Has the nominating process always been so political and
bitter? Covering the history, nominating process, and court decisions on individual and other rights
as well as a few fun facts, The Handy Supreme Court Answer Book: The History and Issues
Explained by David L. Hudson, Jr., J.D. provides you with 600 answers to questions such as … How
was the U.S. Supreme Court created? Under the Constitution, who appoints Supreme Court justices?
Have any Supreme Court justices been impeached? Which president introduced an infamous
court-packing plan in 1937? Which Supreme Court justice in the 20th century did not have a law
degree? What are some suggestions for reforming the confirmation process? What did the Rehnquist
Court decide in the 2000 presidential election? Why did Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg dissent in the
Lily Ledbetter case? Which justice wrote that he couldn’t define obscenity, but “I know it when I see
it”? When did the Supreme Court establish the so-called “Miranda Rights”? How did the Supreme
Court emphasize privacy protection for cell phone searches? How has the Supreme Court dealt with
the death penalty for juveniles? In what infamous decision did the Supreme Court regard African
Americans as slaves and property? When did the Supreme Court invalidate a ban on interracial
marriages? Why was the decision in Roe v. Wade not the leading story in many newspapers on the
date of its decision? Why, according to Justice Samuel Alito, was Roe such a bad decision? Why is
interpreting the Second Amendment perhaps more of a challenge than other amendments in the Bill
of Rights? Who was the only Supreme Court Justice to have signed the Declaration of Independence?
Which Justice wrote a book about the United States as a Christian nation? Which Justice wrote a
book on civil disobedience and protest? What Supreme Court justice was formerly a member of the
Ku Klux Klan? What is the nickname of the Supreme Court Building? Which justice was nicknamed
“The Lone Ranger”? Analyzing controversial issues and various points of view, The Handy Supreme
Court Answer Book sheds a light on the differing and changing interpretations of the critical issues
before the court, as well as the confirmation process and some of the court’s most important



justices. Richly illustrated, it also has a helpful bibliography, glossary, and extensive index.
Thoroughly updated since it was last published fifteen years ago, this invaluable resource will help
you understand the rulings and importance of the U.S. Supreme Court!
  merrick garland legal opinions: Upside Down Mark Davis, 2016-08-16 A book to challenge
the status quo, spark a debate, and get people talking about the issues and questions we face as a
country!
  merrick garland legal opinions: The Bill of Obligations Richard Haass, 2023-01-24 Watch
the PBS companion documentary “A Citizen’s Guide to Preserving Democracy” “An indispensable
guide to good citizenship in an era of division and rancor.” —Anne Applebaum There is no question
that the United States faces dangerous threats from without; the greatest peril to the country,
however, comes from within. In The Bill of Obligations, bestselling author Richard Haass argues
that, to solve our climate of division and safeguard our democracy, the very idea of citizenship must
be revised and expanded. The Bill of Rights is at the center of our Constitution, yet the most
intractable conflicts often emerge from cases that, as former Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer
pointed out, “are not about right versus wrong. They are about right versus right.” There is a way
forward: to place obligations on the same footing as rights. The ten obligations that Haass
introduces here reenvision what it means to be an American citizen, to commit to our fellow citizens
and counter the growing apathy, anger, and violence that threaten us all. Through an expert blend of
civics, history, and political analysis, this book illuminates how Americans across the political
spectrum can rediscover how to contribute to and reshape this country’s future.
  merrick garland legal opinions: The Supreme Court Review, 2024 David A. Strauss,
Geoffrey R. Stone, Justin Driver, William Baude, 2025-07-21 An annual peer-reviewed law journal
covering the legal implications of decisions by the Supreme Court of the United States. Since it first
appeared in 1960, The Supreme Court Review (SCR) has won acclaim for providing a sustained and
authoritative survey of the implications of the Court’s most significant decisions. SCR is an in-depth
annual critique of the Supreme Court and its work, analyzing the origins, reforms, and modern
interpretations of American law. SCR is written by and for legal academics, judges, political
scientists, journalists, historians, economists, policy planners, and sociologists.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Law and Society Matthew Lippman, 2017-09-13 This is a
well-rounded book that seems more interesting to students than other books I have used. It provides
information on some cutting-edge themes in law and society while staying well grounded in the
theories used by law and society practitioners. —Lydia Brashear Tiede, Associate Professor,
University of Houston Law and Society, Second Edition, offers a contemporary, concise overview of
the structure and function of legal institutions, along with a lively discussion of both criminal and
civil law and their impact on society. Unlike other books on law and society, Matthew Lippman takes
an interdisciplinary approach that highlights the relevance of the law throughout our society.
Distinctive coverage of diversity, inequality, civil liberties, and globalism is intertwined through an
organized theme in a strong narrative. The highly anticipated Second Edition of this practical and
invigorating text introduces students to both the influence of law on society and the influence of
society on the law. Discussions of the pressing issues facing today’s society include key topics such
as the law and inequality, international human rights, privacy and surveillance, and law and social
control. Log in at study.sagepub.com/lippmanls2e for additional teaching and learning tools.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Harvard Law Review: Volume 131, Number 1 -
November 2017 Harvard Law Review, 2017-11-07 The November issue is the special annual review
of the U.S. Supreme Court's previous Term. Each year, the Supreme Court issue is introduced by
noteworthy and extensive contributions from recognized scholars. In this issue, for the 2016 Term,
articles include: • Foreword: 1930s Redux: The Administrative State Under Siege, by Gillian E.
Metzger • Essay: Unprecedented? Judicial Confirmation Battles and the Search for a Usable Past, by
Josh Chafetz • Comment: Churches, Playgrounds, Government Dollars — and Schools?, by Douglas
Laycock • Comment: Equality, Sovereignty, and the Family in Morales-Santana, by Kristin A. Collins
In addition, the first issue of each new volume provides an extensive summary of the important cases



of the previous Supreme Court docket, covering a wide range of legal, political, and constitutional
subjects. Student commentary is thus provided on eighteen of the Leading Cases of the 2016 Term,
including such subjects as racial gerrymandering, freedom of speech, regulatory takings, right to
effective counsel, equal protection, appellate jurisdiction, fair housing, immigration law, insider
trading, venue in patent cases, and remedies for constitutional violations. Complete statistical
graphs and tables of the Court's actions and results during the Term are included; these summaries
and statistics, including voting patterns of individual Justices, have long been considered very useful
to scholars of the Court in law and political science. Finally, the issue includes a linked Index of
Cases and citations for the discussed opinions. The Harvard Law Review is offered in a quality
digital edition, featuring active Contents, linked footnotes, active URLs, legible tables, and proper
ebook and Bluebook formatting. This current issue of the Review is November 2017, the first issue of
academic year 2017-2018 (Volume 131). The Review is a student-run organization whose primary
purpose is to publish a journal of legal scholarship. It comes out monthly from November through
June and has roughly 2500 pages per volume. Student editors make all editorial and organizational
decisions.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Faith-Based Influences on Legislative Decision Making:
Emerging Research and Opportunities Drenner, Karla L., 2021-11-19 In recent years, state
legislatures in the United States have been transformed based on the social identities of their
membership. At its most fundamental level, the debate over LGBTQ rights always has been a debate
over the right of LGBTQ people to exist. While the role faith plays in legislative decision making is
rooted within government functions, careful examination and change must be conducted to protect
the humanity of those at risk through these influences. Faith-Based Influences on Legislative
Decision Making: Emerging Research and Opportunities explores the balance between religious
freedoms of legislators and the human rights of members of the LGBTQ community. Examining the
politics and institutional forces brought to bear on LGBTQ claims for visibility, recognition, and
dignity, this book is organized into three sections, each of which uses a distinct institutional
lens—historical, legal, and religious. The author attempts to demonstrate that while the clash of
cultures between these groups is real, it is not simple. The faith worldviews of each share common
structural features but often reach extremely different conclusions. Covering topics such as
marriage equality, religious liberty, and court cases, this book is an essential resource for students
and educators in political science, policymakers, legislators, historians, sociologists, researchers,
universities, administrations, community leaders, and academicians.
  merrick garland legal opinions: A Companion to the United States Constitution and Its
Amendments John R. Vile, 2025-07-24 Charting 250 years of history, the 8th edition of this
constitutional companion shows students just how revolutionary the Constitution was-and how
relevant it remains today. After revisiting the key events leading to the Constitution's ratification,
including the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and the proceedings of the Constitutional
Convention, this book explores the Constitution article by article, and amendment by amendment, to
help readers better understand how each section of the document shapes the America we live in
today. The 8th edition illuminates how recent laws, political debates, and Supreme Court decisions
are continually reshaping our understanding of the Constitution and its role in American life and
society-including such issues as Donald Trump's immunity from prosecution for the January 6th
riots, Mike Pence's role in certifying Electoral College votes, Ketanji Brown Jackson's appointment to
the Supreme Court, and the Dobbs decision, among other controversial developments.
  merrick garland legal opinions: The Age of Insurrection David Neiwert, 2023-06-27 An
important book, offering the clearest explanation of how dark forces conspired to overthrow our
democratically elected government and install a fascist regime in its place. And it’s a warning that
what comes next might be even worse... His prose is passionate, thoughtful, at times blisteringly
funny and always deeply morally engaged with the importance of the work. -- The Seattle Times A
brisk and searing history... It's a disturbing look at how hard extremism is to stamp out. --Publishers
Weekly The strange and terrible tale of the far right’s long war on American democracy . . . From a



smattering of ominous right-wing compounds in the Pacific Northwest in the 1970s, to the shocking
January 6, 2021 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, America has seen the culmination of a long-building
war on democracy being waged by a fundamentally violent and antidemocratic far-right movement
that unironically calls itself the Patriot movement. So how did we get here? Award-winning journalist
David Neiwert — who been following the rise of these extremist groups since the late 1970s, when
he was a young reporter in Idaho — explores how the movement was built over decades, how it was
set aflame by Donald Trump and his cohorts, and how it will continue to attack American democracy
for the foreseeable future. Neiwert especially studies how the Pacific Northwest has long been a
breeding ground of extremist violence, from the time when neo-nazis migrated to the area from
southern California in the 1970s, through the great battles in Portland and Seattle and neighboring
towns over the last decade. Laying out how these groups organize their terroristic violence and
attacks on democratic institutions at every level—including local, state, and federal targets—Neiwert
details what their strategies and plans look like for the foreseeable future.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Legal Luminaries: The Impact and Legacy of American
Attorneys General Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-09 The Attorney General of the United States is one
of the most powerful and influential positions in the American government. As the head of the
Department of Justice, the Attorney General is responsible for enforcing federal laws, providing legal
advice to the President and other government agencies, and representing the United States in court.
Throughout American history, many notable individuals have served as Attorney General, leaving a
lasting impact on the nation's legal and political landscape. From Edmund Randolph, the first
Attorney General, to Merrick Garland, the current Attorney General, these individuals have played a
pivotal role in shaping the country's laws, policies, and institutions. **In this book, we will explore
the history, roles, and responsibilities of the Attorney General. We will examine the challenges and
controversies that Attorneys General have faced, and we will assess their impact on American law
and society.** This book is essential reading for anyone interested in American history, law, and
politics. It provides a comprehensive overview of the Attorney General's office, and it offers insights
into the individuals who have held this powerful position. **Reviews:** A fascinating and informative
look at one of the most important positions in the American government. Pasquale De Marco
provides a comprehensive overview of the history, roles, and responsibilities of the Attorney
General, and he offers insights into the individuals who have held this powerful position. - The
Honorable Neal Katyal, former Acting Solicitor General of the United States A must-read for anyone
interested in American history, law, and politics. Pasquale De Marco provides a clear and concise
overview of the Attorney General's office, and he offers insights into the individuals who have held
this powerful position. - The Honorable Michael Mukasey, former Attorney General of the United
States An essential resource for anyone who wants to understand the role of the Attorney General in
American government. Pasquale De Marco provides a comprehensive overview of the history, roles,
and responsibilities of the Attorney General, and he offers insights into the individuals who have
held this powerful position. - The Honorable Eric Holder, former Attorney General of the United
States If you like this book, write a review!
  merrick garland legal opinions: Harvard Law Review: Volume 130, Number 1 -
November 2016 Harvard Law Review, 2016-11-10
  merrick garland legal opinions: Historic Documents of 2016 Heather Kerrigan, 2017-06-22
Published annually since 1972, the Historic Documents series has made primary source research
easy by presenting excerpts from documents on the important events of each year for the United
States and the World. Each volume pairs 60 to 70 original background narratives with well over 100
documents to chronicle the major events of the year, from official reports and surveys to speeches
from leaders and opinion makers, to court cases, legislation, testimony, and much more. Historic
Documents is renowned for the well-written and informative background, history, and context it
provides for each document. Organized chronologically, each volume covers the same wide range of
topics: business, the economy and labor; energy, environment, science, technology, and
transportation; government and politics; health and social services; international affairs; national



security and terrorism; and rights and justice. Each volume begins with an insightful essay that sets
the year’s events in context, and each document or group of documents is preceded by a
comprehensive introduction that provides background information on the event. Full-source
citations are provided. Readers have easy access to material through a detailed, thematic table of
contents, and each event includes references to related coverage and documents from the last ten
editions of the series.
  merrick garland legal opinions: How Autocrats Subvert Elections Richard L. Abel, 2025-06-27
Chronicling and analyzing resistance to the threat that autocracy poses to American liberal
democracy, this book provides the definitive account of the response to the January 6, 2021, assault
on the Capitol and Republican efforts to overturn the 2020 election and bias future elections in their
favor. In December 2020, Donald Trump invited supporters to DC for what he promised would be a
“wild” demonstration against Biden’s victory. On January 6, 2021, he directed the mob he had
summoned to march on the Capitol, where it ransacked the building, caused five deaths and
hundreds of injuries, and delayed but failed to prevent certification of the election. Although some
Congressional Republicans briefly distanced themselves from Trump, the party quickly closed ranks
around him. The business community, similarly, initially expressed criticism but soon resumed
campaign contributions to Republicans. Democrats sought to impeach Trump (for the second time),
but Republicans blocked conviction. Democrats created a House Select Committee, which exposed
Trump’s complicity through dramatic televised hearings and a comprehensive report. Republicans
responded by denying there had been a riot—one calling it a mere tourist visit—and sanctifying
those arrested. Nevertheless, all but two of the nearly 1,400 charged were convicted. Judges
appointed by both Democratic and Republican presidents harshly condemned the insurrectionists,
imposing sentences that did not vary by the judge’s party preference. This book contextualizes these
continuing threats to American democracy through an opening chapter exposing distressing
parallels with the rise of Nazism in 1930s Germany. The penultimate chapter examines the ways in
which Republicans persisted in seeking to overturn the 2020 election and distort subsequent
elections by gerrymandering and creating obstructions to potential Democratic voters. All the
chapters focus on the multiple forms of resistance—politics, social action, economic pressure, media
exposure, and criminal prosecution—evaluating their relative efficacy and comparing them with
modes of resistance analyzed in the author’s related volumes. This definitive account and analysis of
Trump’s and his supporters’ attempts to subvert the 2020 election will appeal to scholars, students,
and others with interests in politics, populism, and the rule of law, and more specifically, to those
concerned with resisting the threat that autocracy poses to liberal democracy.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Speech Freedom on Campus Joseph Russomanno, 2020-11-17
Traditionally, the university or college is thought to be the ultimate location for the discovery and
sharing of knowledge. After all, on these campuses are some of the great minds across all fields, as
well as students who are not only eager to learn, but who often contribute to our shared wisdom. For
those ideals to be achieved, however, ideas require access to some kind of virtual marketplace from
which people can sample and consider them, discuss and debate them. Restricting the expression of
those ideas for whatever reason is the enemy of not only this process, but also of knowledge
discovery. Speech freedom on our college and university campuses, like everywhere else, is fragile.
There are those who wish to suppress it, more often than not when the words express ideas,
opinions, and even facts that conflict with their beliefs. Why is this effort, so completely at odds with
the foundational values of this country, made? This topic explored in Speech Freedom on Campus:
Past, Present and Future is multi-layered, and its analysis is best accomplished through multiple
perspectives. Joseph Russomanno’s edited collection does precisely that, utilizing 10 different
scholars to examine various aspects and issues related to speech freedom on campus.
  merrick garland legal opinions: Antonin Scalia and American Constitutionalism Edward A.
Purcell, 2020 Antonin Scalia and American Constitutionalism is an in-depth study of Justice Antonin
Scalia's jurisprudence, his work on the Supreme Court, and his significance in the history of
American constitutionalism. This book reviews and criticizes his general jurisprudential theory,



arguing that he failed to produce either the objective method he claimed or the correct
constitutional results he promised.
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