
lectionary

lectionary is a structured schedule or system used in Christian liturgy that designates specific scripture

readings for each day, particularly Sundays and feast days throughout the liturgical year. This

organized approach to scripture enables congregations and clergy to engage systematically with the

Bible, ensuring a broad and balanced exposure to biblical texts. The lectionary plays a crucial role in

both personal and communal worship, guiding the selection of passages for sermons, prayers, and

reflections. Various Christian denominations employ distinct lectionaries, each reflecting theological

emphases and liturgical traditions. Understanding the history, structure, and usage of the lectionary is

essential for appreciating its significance in worship and biblical study. This article explores the origins

of the lectionary, examines its structure and variations, and discusses its practical applications in

modern worship settings.
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Early Christian Worship and Scripture Reading

The practice of reading scripture during worship dates back to the earliest Christian communities. In

the first centuries of Christianity, scripture readings were selected from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old

Testament) and early Christian writings for public proclamation. These readings were often chosen

based on liturgical seasons or specific feast days but lacked a standardized schedule.

Development of Formal Lectionaries

By the fourth century, the use of formal lectionaries began to emerge as the Christian liturgical

calendar became more structured. The Council of Laodicea in the 4th century recommended the

reading of scripture on Sundays, which encouraged the development of a systematic approach to

selecting readings. Over time, the lectionary evolved to include specific passages assigned to

particular days, such as Sundays, major feasts, and saint commemorations.

Medieval and Post-Reformation Lectionaries

During the Middle Ages, lectionaries became more complex, often incorporating multiple scripture

readings per service, including Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel lessons. The Roman Catholic

Church formalized the lectionary in the Tridentine Mass, while the Protestant Reformation introduced

new variations to align scripture readings with reformed theology. The 20th century saw further

developments with ecumenical efforts to create common lectionaries used across denominations.

Structure and Types of Lectionaries

Common Lectionary Formats

Lectionaries can vary widely in format but generally fall into one of three main types: one-year, two-



year, or three-year cycles. The most widely used modern lectionary is the three-year cycle, which

organizes scripture readings to cover a broad range of biblical texts over three liturgical years, labeled

Year A, B, and C.

Components of a Typical Lectionary

A typical lectionary includes several key components for each service day:

Old Testament Reading: A passage from the Hebrew Scriptures, often related thematically to the

Gospel reading.

Psalm or Canticle: A responsorial or sung scripture passage, usually from the Psalms.

Epistle Reading: A passage from one of the New Testament letters or Acts.

Gospel Reading: A central passage from one of the four Gospels, often the focus of the sermon.

Liturgical Seasons and Special Days

The lectionary follows the liturgical calendar, dividing the year into seasons such as Advent, Christmas,

Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time. Each season has specific themes and corresponding

scripture readings. Additionally, the lectionary includes special readings for feast days, solemnities, and

commemorations of saints and martyrs.

Lectionary in Different Christian Traditions



Roman Catholic Lectionary

The Roman Catholic Church primarily uses the three-year Sunday lectionary and a two-year daily

lectionary established after the Second Vatican Council. This system aims to provide a comprehensive

exposure to scripture, balancing Old Testament, New Testament, and Gospel readings.

Protestant Lectionaries

Many Protestant denominations, including Lutherans, Anglicans/Episcopalians, and Methodists, have

adopted versions of the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a three-year cycle developed to promote

ecumenical unity. The RCL closely mirrors the Catholic lectionary but includes some variations in

readings and season observances.

Eastern Orthodox Lectionary

The Eastern Orthodox Church uses a distinctive lectionary system that aligns with its liturgical

traditions and calendar. The Orthodox lectionary emphasizes readings from the Septuagint version of

the Old Testament and includes numerous feast days dedicated to saints and events significant to

Eastern Christianity.

Practical Uses of the Lectionary in Worship

Guiding Scripture Readings and Sermons

The lectionary provides a structured framework for selecting scripture passages to be read during

worship services. Clergy and worship leaders rely on the lectionary to prepare sermons and reflections

that correspond with the designated readings, ensuring thematic coherence and scriptural balance

throughout the liturgical year.



Enhancing Congregational Engagement

By following the lectionary, congregations encounter a wide range of biblical texts over time, promoting

deeper biblical literacy and spiritual growth. The repetition of certain key passages during the liturgical

year helps reinforce theological themes and fosters a shared worship experience.

Supporting Personal Devotion and Study

Many individuals and families use the lectionary as a guide for daily or weekly scripture reading and

meditation outside of formal worship. This practice encourages consistent engagement with scripture

and complements the communal use of the lectionary in church settings.

Benefits and Challenges of Using a Lectionary

Benefits of a Structured Scripture Reading Plan

The lectionary offers several advantages, including:

Systematic Coverage: Ensures exposure to diverse biblical texts, including lesser-known

passages.

Thematic Unity: Aligns scripture readings with liturgical seasons and festivals, enhancing worship

coherence.

Ecumenical Consistency: Facilitates shared worship experiences across different Christian

communities.

Preparation Aid: Supports clergy and worship leaders in sermon and liturgy planning.



Challenges and Limitations

Despite its benefits, the lectionary can present challenges such as:

Limited Flexibility: May restrict the freedom to select scripture based on specific congregational

needs or local contexts.

Complexity: The extensive schedule and varied readings can be overwhelming for some worship

planners.

Partial Coverage: Some biblical books receive minimal attention, leading to incomplete exposure

to certain scriptures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a lectionary in Christian worship?

A lectionary is a collection or list of scripture readings appointed for Christian worship on a given day

or occasion, often organized according to the liturgical calendar.

How is the lectionary used in different Christian denominations?

Different denominations use various lectionaries; for example, the Roman Catholic Church uses the

Roman Missal lectionary, while many Protestant churches use the Revised Common Lectionary, each

providing scripture readings for Sundays and feast days.



What is the Revised Common Lectionary?

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of scripture readings adopted by many

Protestant churches, designed to cover major themes of the Bible throughout the year.

Why do churches follow a lectionary instead of choosing their own

scripture readings?

Using a lectionary ensures a systematic and comprehensive exposure to biblical texts, fostering unity

in worship and grounding sermons and teachings in a shared framework.

Can the lectionary readings be modified by individual churches or

pastors?

While many churches follow the lectionary readings closely, some allow pastors to supplement or

occasionally modify readings to better suit their congregation's needs or specific themes.

What are the main components of a typical lectionary reading

schedule?

A typical lectionary includes readings from the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels, often

arranged to complement each other and align with the liturgical seasons.

How does the lectionary support liturgical seasons like Advent or

Lent?

The lectionary assigns specific scripture readings that reflect the themes and theological focus of

liturgical seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.

Are lectionaries used outside of Christian traditions?

Lectionaries are primarily a Christian liturgical tool, though some other religious traditions have similar



collections of scripture readings for worship, but the term 'lectionary' is most commonly associated with

Christianity.

Additional Resources

1. The Lectionary: A Guide to Scripture Readings

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the lectionary system used in many Christian

denominations. It explains the structure and purpose of the cycle of scripture readings throughout the

liturgical year. Ideal for clergy and lay readers, it helps deepen understanding of how scripture is

integrated into worship.

2. Living the Lectionary: Daily Reflections on Scripture

A devotional companion to the lectionary, this book provides daily reflections based on the scripture

readings assigned for each day. It encourages readers to engage with the biblical texts more

personally and thoughtfully. The reflections are suitable for individual or group study.

3. The Revised Common Lectionary: A Short Introduction

This concise guide introduces the Revised Common Lectionary, widely used in Protestant churches. It

outlines the history, structure, and themes of the lectionary cycle. The book also discusses how the

lectionary enhances preaching and worship planning.

4. Preaching the Lectionary: Year A

Focused on the first year of the three-year lectionary cycle, this volume offers sermon ideas, exegetical

insights, and homiletical guidance. Pastors and preachers will find practical tools for crafting

meaningful sermons that align with the scripture readings. It encourages contextual and theological

reflection.

5. Lectionary-Based Worship Planning

This resource assists worship leaders in designing services around the lectionary readings. It includes

suggestions for prayers, hymns, and liturgical elements that correspond with the biblical texts. The

book helps create cohesive and spiritually enriching worship experiences.



6. Women and the Lectionary

Exploring the role of women in the context of lectionary readings, this volume highlights female biblical

figures and themes. It offers feminist theological reflections and insights into how scripture readings

can speak to contemporary women’s experiences. The book encourages inclusive interpretation and

preaching.

7. The Lectionary and the Liturgical Year

This work examines the connection between the lectionary and the broader liturgical calendar. It

explains how scripture readings align with seasons such as Advent, Lent, and Easter. Readers gain an

appreciation for the rhythm and spiritual formation embedded in the church year.

8. Children and the Lectionary: Teaching Scripture in the Church

Designed for Sunday school teachers and children’s ministers, this book provides strategies for

presenting lectionary scripture readings to young audiences. It includes age-appropriate explanations,

activities, and storytelling techniques. The goal is to make biblical texts accessible and engaging for

children.

9. Ecumenical Perspectives on the Lectionary

This book explores how different Christian traditions approach and utilize the lectionary. It highlights

ecumenical efforts to develop common scripture readings and shared worship practices. The text

fosters understanding and cooperation among diverse denominations.
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  lectionary: A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church Year A Wilda C. Gafney,
2021-08-17 What would it look like if women built a lectionary focusing on women’s stories? What
does it look like to tell the good news through the stories of women who are often on the margins of
scripture and often set up to represent bad news? How would a lectionary centering women’s
stories, chosen with womanist and feminist commitments in mind, frame the presentation of the
scriptures for proclamation and teaching? The scriptures are androcentric, male-focused, as is the
lectionary that is dependent upon them. As a result, many congregants know only the biblical men's
stories told in the Sunday lectionary read in their churches. A more expansive, more inclusive
lectionary will remedy that by introducing readers and hearers of scripture to “women's stories” in
the scriptures. A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, when completed, will be a three-year
lectionary accompanied by a stand-alone single year lectionary, Year W, that covers all four gospels.
Year A features the Gospel of Matthew with John interwoven as is the case in the Revised Common
Lectionary (RCL) and Episcopal Lectionary.
  lectionary: Much Fine Gold Gail Ramshaw, 2021-09-21 Explore how the Revised Common
Lectionary enriches worship How does this contemporary lectionary nourish Christian faith and life?
Further, why does the lectionary employ metaphor, the richest form of language, in the midst of the
worshiping assembly? How do the biblical readings prepare worshippers for the church’s mission?
Well-known liturgist and author Gail Ramshaw opens up the logic and purpose of this widely used
resource. The basics of Episcopal and Anglican worship in North America are explored in this Little
Books series, which invites parishioners and newcomers to consider both the beauty of worship and
Episcopal ethical commitments.
  lectionary: Handbook for the Common Lectionary Peter C. Bower, 1987-01-01 Convenient and
user-friendly, this one-volume guide provides resources for the entire three-year lectionary cycle,
including midweek festival days. Brief comments on each of the three daily biblical texts identify
themes for the day, musical settings for the appointed psalm are offered, organ music appropriate
for the day is suggested, anthems for the day are graded according to difficulty, and hymns of the
day are keyed to several hymnals. Pastors, music leaders, and worship committees will find much
practical assistance for worship planning in the Handbook for the Common Lectionary.
  lectionary: The Sunday Lectionary Normand Bonneau, 1998 The Sunday Lectionary examines a
key aspect of the liturgical use of the Bible: how the Lectionary puts biblical flesh on the bones of
the liturgical calendar and gives paschal shape to the Christian year. Although the current
Lectionary has been in use since 1969, its history, purpose, and structure remains relatively
unknown to the many who proclaim or hear its readings. The Sunday Lectionary contributes to a
theology of proclamation by explaining the principles that underlie the Lectionary's selection of
biblical passages and its patterns of reading distribution that structure the Sundays, feast days, and
seasons of the liturgical year. The book is divided into two parts. The first lays the groundwork by
surveying the history of the Lectionaries (chapter 1), chronicling the highlights of the Vatican II
Lectionary reform (chapter 2), and examining the characteristic traits of the revised Sunday and
feast day Lectionary and its ecumenical import (chapter 3). The second part analyzes the
Lectionary's architecture for each of the liturgical seasons (chapters 4-9). Liturgical proclamation
breathes life into the ancient inscribed words, transforming them from words into the Word, thus
bringing the transforming, nourishing presence of the risen Christ into the world. The Sunday
Lectionary not only helps enrich theological conversation but helps pastors, homilists, worship
leaders, rectors, cantors, and students of liturgy foster a deeper appreciation of the Lectionary and,
through the Lectionary, the liturgy. Normand Bonneau, OMI, ThD, is Associate Professor of New
Testament at Saint Paul University in Ottawa, Canada. His special interests are the letters of Paul
and the Sunday Lectionary, in which he teaches graduate and undergraduate courses, and on which
he has published a number of articles.
  lectionary: The Word of the Lord at Mass Regina A. Boisclair, 2015 This book explores the
many practical, historical, and theological aspects of the Lectionary through the lens of its spiritual
significance in the liturgy as the living voice of Christ. It explains what a Lectionary is, how it



developed during the history of the Church, how our current Lectionary differs from previous ones,
and how it functions theologically in relation to the liturgical year. In unpacking the wisdom of the
Introduction to the Liturgy, the book discusses the way readings are chosen and combined and the
various implications of those choices. Most important, it foregrounds the vital relationship between
the Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist, as well as the symbolic role of the physical
book in the ritual actions of the liturgy.
  lectionary: Lectionary for Mass Liturgy Training Publications, 2002 The newly approved
translation of the readings for weekday Masses is now available to presiders, preachers and faithful
alike in a convenient one-volume study edition. LTP's study edition of the Weekday Lectionary,
although not intended for use in the liturgy, offers many of the same features as its beautiful ritual
volumes. The efficient two-column layout of the readings allows the user to view the first and gospel
readings and the responsorial psalm together, with few page turns. The large, clear type--the same
size as that found in LTP's Sunday Lectionary study edition--is easy to read, and the book's lieflat
binding allows it to remain open to the correct page while the user consults other resources and
takes notes for homilies and study groups. Those who attend daily Mass regularly will want a copy of
this volume for their own prayerful preparation, as will presiders, liturgists, students and preachers.
Those who plan and preside at daily services of the word or communion services will also need a
copy to prepare reflections and practice readings. The parish library, sacristy and office can also
benefit from this practical tool for preparing and celebrating daily Mass.
  lectionary: Preaching the New Lectionary Dianne Bergant, Richard N. Fragomeni, 1999 This
commentary, which uses the lectionary approved by the NCCB in 1998, is a literary-liturgical
reading of the four lections, including the psalm response, of each Sunday and major feast of the
liturgical year cycle C. It explicitly situates the interpretation of each day within the theology of its
respective liturgical season, theology that is drawn from the specific themes of the readings of that
particular year rather than from general theological themes otherwise associated with the season.
The lections are also read in sequential order, from the first Sunday of that season to the last, thus
providing another way of interpreting the riches of the readings. Book jacket.
  lectionary: Preaching the New Lectionary Dianne Bergant, Richard N. Fragomeni, 1999 2000
Catholic Press Association Award Winner! The Lectionary is made up of selected passages from the
Bible, placed within a literary and liturgical context. This new context calls for a consideration of the
liturgical character and setting of the Lectionary readings. Preaching the New Lectionary: Year B,
offers readers that interpretation. Preaching the New Lectionary is unique. First, it employs a
literary-liturgical way of interpreting all the readings of each Sunday and major feast of the liturgical
year, including the often overlooked responsorial psalm. Second, it explicitly situates the
interpretation of each day within the theology of its respective liturgical season. This theology is
drawn from the specific themes of the readings that comprise that particular year rather than from
more general themes associated with the season. The meaning of the entire season becomes the
context for understanding the individual parts of it. Third, the lections are also read in sequential
order from the first Sunday of that season to the last. This reading interprets the function of the
literary forms, thus providing yet another way of interpreting the riches of the readings. This way of
reading and understanding the Lectionary has potential for liturgical ministry. It can quicken the
religious imagination of homilists, thus providing fresh new possibilities for liturgical preaching. It
offers creative insights for those involved in the liturgical preparation for the celebration of feasts
and seasons. It can also act as a valuable resource for liturgical catechesis. The insights included in
Preaching the New Lectionary contribute toward enhancing the liturgical lives of the faithful.
  lectionary: Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship Joel B. Green,
Thomas G. Long, Luke A. Powery, Luke Powery, Cynthia L. Rigby, Carolyn J. Sharp, 2019-11-20
Designed to empower preachers as they lead their congregations to connect their lives to Scripture,
Connections features a broad set of interpretive tools that provide commentary and worship aids on
the Revised Common Lectionary. For each worship day within the three-year lectionary cycle, the
commentaries in Connections link the individual lection reading with Scripture as a whole as well as



to the larger world. In addition, Connections places each Psalm reading in conversation with the
other lections for the day to highlight the themes of the liturgical season. Finally, sidebars offer
additional connections to Scripture for each Sunday or worship day. This nine-volume series is a
practical, constructive, and valuable resource for preachers who seek to help congregations connect
more closely with Scripture. This volume covers Year A for Lent through Pentecost.
  lectionary: Lectionary for Mass Liturgy Training Publications, 1999 This convenient and
comprehensive paperback volume contains - the readings for Sundays of Year A, Year B and Year C,
as well as those for solemnities and feasts of the Lord and the saints during Ordinary Time, in the
translation approved for use in the United States - the complete Introduction to the Lectionary for
Mass - an index of all the readings and responsorial psalms in the order of the books in the Bible,
and where each may be found in the lectionary - a table of the dates of principal feasts from the year
2000 to the year 2025 - a table of the dates of every Sunday in the liturgical year from 2000 to 2013
- a list of the second readings and gospels for Sundays showing the continuity of their proclamation
  lectionary: Handbook for the Revised Common Lectionary Peter C. Bower, 1996-01-01 This
new handbook will be welcomed by all congregations using the Revised Common Lectionary.
Convenient and user-friendly, this one-volume guide provides resources for the entire three-year
lectionary cycle, including midweek festival days.
  lectionary: Preaching the New Lectionary Dianne Bergant, Richard N. Fragomeni, 1999 The
Lectionary is made up of selected passages from the Bible, placed within a literary and liturgical
context. This new context calls for a consideration of the liturgical character and setting of the
Lectionary readings. Preaching the New Lectionary: Year A offers readers that interpretation.
Preaching the New Lectionary is unique. First, it employs a literary-liturgical way of interpreting all
the readings of each Sunday and major feast of the liturgical year, including the often overlooked
responsorial psalm. Second, it explicitly situates the interpretation of each day within the theology of
its respective liturgical season. This theology is drawn from the specific themes of the readings that
comprise that particular year rather than from more general themes associated with the season. The
meaning of the entire season becomes the context for understanding the individual parts of it. Third,
the lections are also read in sequential order from the first Sunday of that season to the last. This
reading interprets the function of the literary forms, thus providing yet another way of interpreting
the riches of the readings. This way of reading and understanding the Lectionary has potential for
many forms of liturgical ministry. It can quicken the religious imagination of homilists, thus
providing fresh new possibilities for liturgical preaching. It offers creative insights for those involved
in the liturgical preparation for the celebration of feasts and seasons. It can also act as a valuable
resource for liturgical catechesis. The material in Preaching the New Lectionary contributes toward
enhancing the liturgical lives of the faithful. Dianne Bergant, CSA, is Professor of Old Testament
studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. The general editor of The Collegeville Bible
Commentary (Old Testament) published by The Liturgical Press, she was editor of The Bible Today
from 1986-1990. Richard N. Fragomeni, PhD, is Associate Professor of Liturgy and Homiletics at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. He is editor of The Ecological Challenge also published by
The Liturgical Press.
  lectionary: Introducing the Uncommon Lectionary Thomas G. Bandy, 2010-09-01 Lays out the
plan for a collection of readings from Scripture designed for the needs of seekers and the
unchurched. The church has used lectionaries–lists of scriptures to be read on particular Sundays
throughout the year–across its long history. Yet most lectionaries are inward-looking: they
presuppose hearers who are familiar with the biblical story and accustomed to gearing their lives
around the Christian year. Yet in the increasingly pagan world of North America, the church’s task is
to reach out to those who are spiritually hungry, yet unfamiliar with the Christian story. In this
important new work Tom Bandy has given those who plan and lead worship a new lectionary,
specifically geared to the needs of seekers. He lays out a plan for a trip through the central biblical
narratives, the purpose of which is to provide seekers with a basic understanding of the gospel, and
to call disciples to a deeper experience of Christian faith.



  lectionary: A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church Year W Wilda C. Gafney,
2021-08-17 What would it look like if women built a lectionary focusing on women’s stories? What
does it look like to tell the good news through the stories of women who are often on the margins of
scripture and often set up to represent bad news? How would a lectionary centering women’s
stories, chosen with womanist and feminist commitments in mind, frame the presentation of the
scriptures for proclamation and teaching? The scriptures are androcentric, male-focused, as is the
lectionary that is dependent upon them. As a result, many congregants know only the biblical men's
stories told in the Sunday lectionary read in their churches. A more expansive, more inclusive
lectionary will remedy that by introducing readers and hearers of scripture to “women's stories” in
the scriptures. A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, when completed, will be a three-year
lectionary accompanied by a stand-alone single year lectionary, Year W, that covers all four gospels.
  lectionary: Lectionary Journey Paxson Jeancake, 2021-10-14 Would you like to have a creative
resource that offers form and freedom for worship planning? Do you have a desire to weave more
Scripture into your worship services? Would you like to follow the cycles and seasons of the
Christian Year? If you can relate to these questions, Lectionary Journey is a great resource for you!
Following the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), this resource provides integrated, Scripture-based
calls to worship, prayers, and affirmations of faith for each Sunday and for special days in the
Christian Year, over the three-year lectionary cycle. This resource is of great benefit even if your
church does not follow the RCL in its preaching. Lectionary Journey ensures that we are being called
into worship, praying, and affirming our faith through the word. It allows Scripture to be woven
throughout our corporate worship services, letting its language, narrative, metaphors, themes,
teachings, truths, and paradigms form and shape us, week after week. Worship planners will find
this resource to be of benefit as an annual guide for stewarding God’s story, a weekly guide for
planning corporate worship, a regular source of spiritual formation, and an ecumenical resource that
fosters community within the body of Christ.
  lectionary: An Inclusive Language Lectionary National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Inclusive Language Lectionary Committee, 1983
  lectionary: Drawn to the Gospels Jay Sidebotham, 2020-07-17 Each week brings a lighthearted
opportunity to remember that humor and the gospel are not mutually exclusive. The Drawn to the
Gospels series covers all of the Sundays in the lectionary year, as well as special days such as
Christmas, Epiphany, Ash Wednesday, and Ascension Day. Each entry contains a cartoon illustration
of the gospel, a short paragraph of introduction, and some engaging questions. The cartoons are
scaled so they can be reproduced for bulletins, inserts, or even posters, bringing weekly gospel
readings to life. These amusing and original reflections deepen scriptural literacy and engagement
among members of the Episcopal Church, including youth groups, and will inspire some fun in the
process.
  lectionary: Year D Timothy Matthew Slemmons, 2012-05-04 Although one often hears of the
need to preach the whole counsel of God, few resources have seriously and specifically attempted to
assist the preacher and planner of worship to do just that--until now. Year D makes the case for the
need and promise of supplementing the Revised Common Lectionary with a fourth year of lections
and arranges many previously excluded biblical texts in an orderly, one-year preaching plan. It fills a
need widely voiced by preachers that the lectionary effectively limits and censors the functional
canon of Scripture. Destined to serve as a staple source of significant revitalization in mainline
preaching and worship, Year D banks on the agency of Word and Spirit to renew the church as few
practical proposals have done in the last twenty years, lending new focus and impetus for exploring
the Bible's forgotten riches. A timely and urgently needed return to the sources, Year D represents a
fresh appropriation of neglected and marginalized texts for preaching, worship, education, and
devotion, and thus constitutes a substantive, scriptural attempt to address what Walter
Brueggemann has called the current preaching emergency.
  lectionary: The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday's Texts, The First
Readings: Roger E. Van Harn, 2005-09-09 Preaching pastors, ministers, and priests know how



quickly Sundays come and go. The Lectionary Commentary will not slow the pace of the weekly
calendar, but it will help assure that sermon preparation begins with a solid engagement with
Scripture. Designed to jump start the difficult task of sermon preparation, this indispensable
three-volume work gathers exegetical essays on biblical texts from the Revised Common Lectionary.
Covering every Sunday of the three-year liturgical cycle, as well as Christmas Day, Epiphany, and
Ascension Day, the readings are arranged in canonical order so as to be of use to all preachers.
Seventy-eight pastors, priests, and teachers from a variety of Christian traditions have contributed
their insights to The Lectionary Commentary. Designed to answer the question What does the
preacher need to know about this text in order to preach a faithful sermon from it?, each of their
essays closely considers its specific biblical text, all the while remaining alert to the contemporary
context in which the sermon will be spoken and heard. The result is an invaluable resource that will
aid in the difficult task of facilitating a meaningful encounter between Holy Scripture and our
modern world. This volume, The First Readings: Old Testament and Acts, provides exegetical
commentary on the lectionary readings from Genesis to Malachi, and from the first seventeen
chapters of Acts. Also unique to this volume is an excellent essay by Hughes Oliphant Old on
preaching as worship. Consulting Editors: Richard A. Burridge Thomas W. Gillespie Colin E. Gunton
Robert W. Jenson James F. Kay Hughes Oliphant Old Fleming Rutledge Marguerite Shuster
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