language endangerment

language endangerment is a critical issue facing linguistic diversity worldwide, where many
languages are at risk of falling out of use and eventually disappearing. This phenomenon occurs due
to various social, cultural, political, and economic factors that lead to the decline in the number of
native speakers. Understanding language endangerment involves exploring its causes,
consequences, and the efforts made to preserve endangered languages. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the topic, highlighting the importance of maintaining linguistic diversity
for cultural heritage and knowledge transmission. Additionally, it discusses the criteria used to
assess language vitality and the global initiatives aimed at revitalizing threatened languages. The
following sections will delve into the definition and classification of language endangerment, the
primary causes contributing to it, the impact on communities and cultures, and the strategies
employed for language preservation and revitalization.
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Definition and Classification of Language
Endangerment

What is Language Endangerment?

Language endangerment refers to the process by which a language experiences a decline in its
number of speakers and usage to the point where it is at risk of becoming extinct. A language is
considered endangered when it no longer serves as the primary means of communication in daily
life, especially among younger generations. This decline often leads to language shift, where
speakers gradually abandon their native tongue in favor of a dominant or more widely spoken
language. The loss of a language signifies not only the disappearance of words and grammar but
also the erosion of unique cultural identities and traditional knowledge embedded within the
language.

Levels of Language Endangerment

Linguists classify language endangerment into several levels to assess the severity of the threat.
These categories help in identifying which languages require urgent documentation and
revitalization efforts. The commonly recognized levels include:



e Vulnerable: Languages still spoken by most children but may be restricted to certain
domains.

¢ Definitely Endangered: Children no longer learn the language as their mother tongue at
home.

e Severely Endangered: Only older generations speak the language, and it is rarely used
among the community.

e Critically Endangered: The youngest speakers are grandparents or older, and they speak the
language partially and infrequently.

e Extinct: No living speakers remain.

Causes of Language Endangerment

Social and Cultural Factors

Social dynamics play a significant role in language endangerment, often driven by globalization and
cultural assimilation. When communities perceive their language as less prestigious or useful
compared to dominant languages, they may shift to the latter to access greater social and economic
opportunities. Intergenerational transmission breaks down as parents prioritize teaching dominant
languages to their children, deeming them more beneficial for education and employment.
Urbanization also leads to the dispersal of indigenous communities, weakening traditional language
use.

Political and Economic Influences

Government policies and economic pressures can accelerate language loss. In some regions, official
language policies favor national or colonial languages, marginalizing minority tongues. Educational
systems often exclude indigenous languages from curricula, undermining their status and
transmission. Economic globalization encourages the use of widely spoken languages, such as
English, Mandarin, or Spanish, which dominate international business and media. These factors
collectively reduce the domains in which endangered languages are used, leading to decreased
fluency among younger speakers.

Technological and Media Impact

The rise of digital media and technology presents both challenges and opportunities for endangered
languages. While global communication platforms predominantly operate in major languages,
limiting exposure to minority languages, there is also growing potential for digital tools to aid
language documentation and revitalization. However, without active community engagement,
technology alone cannot reverse language endangerment.



Impacts of Language Endangerment

Cultural and Identity Loss

The decline of a language often results in the loss of unique cultural expressions, oral traditions, and
indigenous knowledge systems. Language is a core component of identity, shaping how communities
perceive themselves and their history. When a language disappears, many traditional practices,
folklore, and worldviews encoded in that language risk extinction, leading to cultural
homogenization.

Scientific and Intellectual Consequences

Endangered languages contain valuable information about human cognition, linguistics, ecology, and
anthropology. Each language offers distinct ways of categorizing the natural world and human
experience. Language loss diminishes the global intellectual heritage and reduces diversity in
linguistic research, limiting our understanding of language development and human communication.

Community and Social Effects

The erosion of language can weaken social cohesion within communities, particularly among
indigenous and minority groups. Language loss may contribute to diminished self-esteem and social
marginalization, as well as the disruption of intergenerational relationships. Revitalizing languages
often strengthens community bonds and promotes cultural pride.

Preservation and Revitalization Efforts

Language Documentation

Language documentation involves systematically recording endangered languages through audio,
video, and written formats. This work is essential for preserving linguistic data for future
generations and supporting revitalization projects. Linguists collaborate with native speakers to
create dictionaries, grammars, and text corpora, which serve as resources for language learning and
research.

Community-Based Revitalization Programs

Effective preservation efforts often center on community involvement, empowering speakers to
reclaim and maintain their languages. Strategies include:

e Establishing language nests where young children are immersed in the language.



e Developing bilingual education programs that integrate endangered languages into formal
schooling.

e Organizing cultural events and media productions in the native language.

e Training new language teachers from within the community.

Technological Innovations in Language Revitalization

Advancements in technology have enabled new approaches to language preservation. Mobile apps,
online dictionaries, and social media platforms facilitate language learning and usage among
younger generations. Digital archives and virtual reality experiences help document and promote
endangered languages globally. Collaborative platforms also support knowledge sharing among
linguists, educators, and indigenous communities.

International and Institutional Support

Global organizations and governments play a crucial role in addressing language endangerment by
providing funding, policy frameworks, and awareness campaigns. Initiatives such as the United
Nations’ efforts to promote linguistic diversity emphasize the importance of protecting endangered
languages as part of cultural heritage. Institutional support helps integrate endangered languages
into education systems and public life, ensuring their continued vitality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is language endangerment?

Language endangerment occurs when a language is at risk of falling out of use, typically because it
has few surviving speakers and is no longer being transmitted to younger generations.

Why is language endangerment a global concern?

Language endangerment is a global concern because languages carry unique cultural knowledge,
history, and identity. Losing a language means losing valuable insights into human cognition,
traditions, and biodiversity.

What factors contribute to language endangerment?

Factors include globalization, urbanization, cultural assimilation, government policies, lack of
institutional support, and the dominance of major languages in education, media, and technology.



How can endangered languages be preserved?

Endangered languages can be preserved through documentation, education programs, community
engagement, revitalization initiatives, and the use of technology to promote and teach the language.

What role does technology play in combating language
endangerment?

Technology aids in language preservation by providing digital tools for documentation, creating
online dictionaries, language learning apps, audio-visual media, and platforms for speakers to
connect and use their language.

Additional Resources

1. Language Death

This book by David Crystal explores the phenomenon of language extinction worldwide. It examines
the causes behind language loss, the cultural implications, and the urgent need for preservation
efforts. Crystal provides case studies and practical strategies to support endangered languages.

2. Saving Languages: An Introduction to Language Revitalization

Edited by Lenore A. Grenoble and Lindsay J. Whaley, this comprehensive volume introduces the
principles and methods of language revitalization. It covers community-based initiatives,
documentation techniques, and the role of technology in preserving linguistic diversity. The book
serves as a foundational text for linguists and activists alike.

3. Endangered Languages: An Introduction

By Sarah G. Thomason, this book provides an accessible overview of the factors leading to language
endangerment. Thomason discusses sociolinguistic, historical, and political dimensions while
highlighting the importance of maintaining linguistic diversity. The work includes examples from
various endangered language communities.

4. Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger

Published by UNESCO, this atlas maps out the status of endangered languages globally. It presents
detailed data on languages at risk, classifications of endangerment levels, and efforts being made to
protect linguistic heritage. The atlas is an essential resource for researchers and policymakers.

5. Revitalizing Indigenous Languages

Edited by Jon Reyhner, this collection focuses on the challenges and successes in revitalizing
Indigenous languages in North America. Contributors share insights on educational programs,
community involvement, and policy advocacy aimed at reversing language shift. The book
emphasizes the importance of cultural identity in language preservation.

6. Vanishing Voices: The Extinction of the World's Languages

Authored by Daniel Nettle and Suzanne Romaine, this book investigates why languages disappear
and what can be done to prevent it. The authors combine linguistic theory with field research to
reveal patterns of language decline. They argue for urgent action to document and reinvigorate
endangered tongues.

7. Language Ecology and Endangerment



Edited by Salikoko S. Mufwene, this volume examines the ecological factors affecting language
survival. It considers how social environments, globalization, and economic pressures contribute to
language shift and loss. The book advocates for an ecological approach to language maintenance.

8. Indigenous Language Revitalization: Encouragement, Guidance & Lessons Learned

By Jon Allan Reyhner and Louise Lockard, this practical guide offers strategies for communities
seeking to revive their native languages. It includes case studies, teaching methods, and resources
for language program development. The authors emphasize collaboration between linguists and
community members.

9. The Power of Language: How Discourse Influences Society

This work explores the role of language in shaping cultural identity and social structures, with a
focus on marginalized and endangered languages. It discusses how language loss can lead to
diminished community cohesion and cultural erosion. The book highlights the importance of
discourse in language preservation efforts.
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language endangerment: Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization Tasaku
Tsunoda, 2013-02-06 In almost every part of the world, minority languages are threatened with

extinction. At the same time, dedicated efforts are being made to document endangered languages,
to maintain them, and even to revive once-extinct languages. The present volume examines a wide
range of issues that concern language endangerment andlanguage revitalization. Among other
things, it is shown that languages may be endangered to different degrees, endangerment situations
in selected areas of the world are surveyed and definitions of language death and types of language
death presented. The book also examines causes of language endangerment, speech behaviour in a
language endangerment situation, structural changes in endangered languages, as well as types of
speakers encountered in a language endangerment situation. In addition, methods of documentation
and of training for linguists are proposed which will enable scholars to play an active role in the
documentation of endangered languages and in language revitalization. The book presents a
comprehensive overview of the field. It is clearly written and contains ample references to the
relevant literature, thus providing useful guidance for further research. The author often draws on
his own experience of documenting endangered languages and of language revival activities in
Australia. The volume is of interest to a wide readership, including linguists, anthropologists,
sociologists, and educators.

language endangerment: Language Diversity Endangered Matthias Brenzinger, 2008-08-22
This book presents a comprehensive overview of endangered languages with a global coverage. It
features such well-known specialists as Michael Krauss, Willem F. H. Adelaar, Denny Moore, Colette
Grinevald, Akira Yamamoto, Roger Blench, Bruce Connell, Tapani Salminen, Olga Kazakevich,
Aleksandr Kibrik, Jonathan Owens, David Bradley, George van Driem, Nicholas Evans, Stephen A.
Wurm, Darrell Tryon and Matthias Brenzinger. The contributions are unique in analysing the
present extent and the various kinds of language endangerment by applying shared general
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indicators for the assessment of language endangerment. Apart from presenting the specific
situations of language endangerment at the sub-continental level, the volume discusses major issues
that bear universally on language endangerment. The actual study of endangered languages is
carefully examined, for example, against the ethics and pragmatics of fieldwork. Practical aspects of
community involvement in language documentation are discussed, such as the setting up of local
archives and the training of local linguists. Numerous case studies illustrate different language shift
environments with specific replacing factors, such as colonial and religious conquests, migrations
and governmental language education. The book is of interest to students and scholars of linguistics
with particularfocus on endangered languages (and their documentation), typology, and
sociolinguistics as well as to anthropologists and language activists.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment David Bradley, Maya Bradley,
2019-11-21 Investigates the endangerment of languages and the loss of traditional cultural diversity,
and how to respond.

language endangerment: Endangered Languages Lenore A. Grenoble, Lindsay J. Whaley,
1998-03-26 This book provides an overview of the issues surrounding language loss. It brings
together work by theoretical linguists, field linguists, and non-linguist members of minority
communities to provide an integrated view of how language is lost, from sociological and economic
as well as from linguistic perspectives. The contributions to the volume fall into four categories. The
chapters by Dorian and Grenoble and Whaley provide an overview of language endangerment.
Grinevald, England, Jacobs, and Nora and Richard Dauenhauer describe the situation confronting
threatened languages from both a linguistic and sociological perspective. The understudied issue of
what (beyond a linguistic system) can be lost as a language ceases to be spoken is addressed by
Mithun, Hale, Jocks, and Woodbury. In the last section, Kapanga, Myers-Scotton, and Vakhtin
consider the linguistic processes which underlie language attrition.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment and Language Maintenance David
Bradley, Maya Bradley, 2013-12-16 Language endangerment is a fundamental issue for humanity.
What rights do minority communities have concerning their languages? How does each language
conceptualize the world differently? How much knowledge about the world and a local ecosystem is
lost when a language disappears? What is the process involved and how can insights about this
process contribute to linguistic theory? What typological insights will be lost if undescribed
languages disappear before their unique structural properties are known? How can language shift
be stopped or reversed? This volume comprises: * a general overview introduction * four theoretical
chapters on what happens during language shift * ten case studies of autochthonous languages
under threat * four case studies of migrant languages at risk * three concluding chapters discussing
strategies and resources for language maintenance.

language endangerment: Endangered Languages Sarah G. Thomason, 2015-04-23 Most of
the 7,000 languages spoken in the world today will vanish before the end of this century, taking with
them cultural traditions from all over the world, as well as linguistic structures that would have
improved our understanding of the universality and variability of human language. This book is an
accessible introduction to the topic of language endangerment, answering questions such as: what is
it? How and why does it happen? Why should we care? The book outlines the various causes of
language endangerment, explaining what makes a language 'safe’, and highlighting the danger signs
that threaten a minority language. Readers will learn about the consequences of losing a language,
both for its former speech community and for our understanding of human language. Illustrated with
case studies, it describes the various methods of documenting endangered languages, and shows
how they can be revitalised.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization Tasaku
Tsunoda, 2005 In almost every part of the world, minority languages are being threatened with
extinction. At the same time, dedicated efforts are being made to document endangered languages,
to maintain them, and even to revive once-extinct languages. The book presents a comprehensive
overview of language endangerment and revitalization. Among the examined aspects are: degrees of



endangerment, definitions of language death, causes of endangerment, types of speakers in
endangerment situations, methods of documentation. The book is of interest to a wide readership,
including linguists, anthropologists, sociologists, and educators.

language endangerment: Discourses of Endangerment Alexandre Duchene, Monica Heller,
2008-05-22 Current academic discussions and public debates about language frequently focus on the
importance of defending languages against various kinds of dangers. Many of these current debates
attach great importance to linguistic diversity. The debates focus on defending institutionalized
languages against multilingualism, or conversely defending minority languages against the incursion
of larger ones, especially the spread of English. In both cases, languages are constructed as
autonomous wholes, held to need defending against attack. This book challenges such a view of
language, to argue that the discussions in question are not in fact about language itself. The
internationally renowned contributors claim that we are witnessing ideological struggles which are
taking place on the terrain of language. Discourses of Endangerment addresses such questions as: *
What does language represent in discussions of multilingualism? * Why is it constituted as an
organic whole?* In whose interest does it lie to construct language in this way?* Who has an interest
in taking various positions for or against official languages?* In what way is the linguistic order tied
to the social order? The book addresses these issues through a set of case studies which locate the
terms of the discussion in broad discourses of language, identity and power. Covering a wide-range
of languages including Catalan, Swedish, Corsican, Ukrainian and French, from different
sociolinguistic perspectives, this book is essential reading for students and academics interested in
language endangerment and sociolinguistics.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment Ndimele, Ozo-mekuri, 2016-02-22 This
commemorative volume is the 12th edition in the Nigerian Linguists Festschrift Series devoted to
Professor (Mrs.) Appolonia Uzoaku Okwudishu. The majority of the papers were presented at the
27th Annual Conference of the Linguistic Association of Nigerian (CLAN) which was held at the
Benue State University, Makurdi, Nigeria, and the 26th CLAN which was held at the University of
Ibadan, Nigeria. The title derives from the theme of the 27th CLAN: Language Endangerment:
Globalisation and the Fate of Minority Languages in Nigeria. A large number of the papers address
the major theme of the conference, while the balance address various aspects of Nigerian linguistics,
languages, communication, and literature. Fifty-one papers are included, ranging from
sociolinguistics through applied linguistics to formal areas of linguistics which include phonology,
morphology and syntax of Nigerian languages. Papers on language endangerment and language
revitalisation strategies for safeguarding the vanishing indigenous tongues of Nigeria are the major
focus, and the book serves as important reference material in various aspects of language and
linguistic studies in Nigeria.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment Is an Important Issue Corinna Colette
Vellnagel, 2011-07 Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade:
Excellent, The University of Surrey, language: English, abstract: 'Tarn palk enim ab uo tund ' - Only
a handful of people are still able to understand these Livonian words (Viitso: 1990). Reasons why
languages such as Livonian are becoming extinct are manifold and the estimated 7000 languages
which are being spoken around the world (Colls: 2009, p. 1) are expected to rapidly shrink in the
upcoming decades. It is obvious that language extinction and language death have reached an
exceptional level in recent years and that the forecast for a striking percentage of the world's dying
languages is very high (Hale et al.: 1992). An untold number of languages has already died and the
disappearance of languages continues (Wurm: 1991, p. 1) constantly. One reason for this loss is the
fact that more and more people switch to one of the dominant languages, especially English, and
(Deterding: 2004, p. 27) in consequence miss out on transmitting their endangered indigenous
language to their descendents (Crystal: 2000). The problem of language death has only been
discovered in the late 1980's and it is assumed that within this century 50% of the currently spoken
languages will become extinct and that another 40% will be endangered so that their extinction is no
longer ne avoidable - but only if this trend continues (Krauss: 1992). Although, this estimation might




sound very pessimistic it is obvious that a drastic reduction of language diversity is on its way. In
these premises, thoughts about how to countervail the reduction of diversity have come up within
the last couple of years (Hale et al.: 1992; Bobaljik et al.; 1996; Grenoble and Whaley: 1998) with
one possibility being to respond to the dying of languages by extensively documenting endangered
languages before they actually become extinct. Considering the extent and the speed in which
languages die out the task to document is particularly i

language endangerment: Language Endangerment is an Important Issue Corinna Colette
Vellnagel, 2011-07-11 Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade:
Excellent, The University of Surrey, language: English, abstract: ‘Tarn palko enim ab uo tundo’ -
Only a handful of people are still able to understand these Livonian words (Viitso: 1990). Reasons
why languages such as Livonian are becoming extinct are manifold and the estimated 7000
languages which “are being spoken around the world” (Colls: 2009, p. 1) are expected to rapidly
shrink in the upcoming decades. It is obvious that language extinction and language death have
reached an exceptional level in recent years and that the forecast for a striking percentage of the
world’s dying languages is very high (Hale et al.: 1992). An untold number of languages has already
died and the “disappearance of languages continues” (Wurm: 1991, p. 1) constantly. One reason for
this loss is the fact that “more and more people switch to one of the dominant languages, especially
English, and” (Deterding: 2004, p. 27) in consequence miss out on transmitting their endangered
indigenous language to their descendents (Crystal: 2000). The problem of language death has only
been discovered in the late 1980's and it is assumed that within this century 50% of the currently
spoken languages will become extinct and that another 40% will be endangered so that their
extinction is no longer ne avoidable - but only if this trend continues (Krauss: 1992). Although, this
estimation might sound very pessimistic it is obvious that a drastic reduction of language diversity is
on its way. In these premises, thoughts about how to countervail the reduction of diversity have
come up within the last couple of years (Hale et al.: 1992; Bobaljik et al.; 1996; Grenoble and
Whaley: 1998) with one possibility being to respond to the dying of languages by extensively
documenting endangered languages before they actually become extinct. Considering the extent and
the speed in which languages die out the task to document is particularly imperative.

language endangerment: Responses to Language Endangerment Elena Mihas, Bernard Perley,
Gabriel Rei-Doval, Kathleen Wheatley, 2013-11-15 This volume further complicates and advances the
contemporary perspective on language endangerment by examining the outcomes of the most
commonly cited responses to language endangerment, i.e. language documentation, language
revitalization, and training. The present collection takes stock of many complex and pressing issues,
such as the assessment of the degree of language endangerment, the contribution of linguistic
scholarship to language revitalization programs, the creation of successful language reclamation
programs, the emergence of languages that arise as a result of revitalization efforts after interrupted
transmission, the ethics of fieldwork, and the training of field linguists and language educators. The
volume’s case studies provide detailed personal accounts of fieldworkers and language activists who
are grappling with issues of language documentation and revitalization in the concrete physical and
socio-cultural settings of native speaker communities in different regions of the world.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment and Language Maintenance David
Bradley, Maya Bradley, 2013-12-16 Language endangerment is a fundamental issue for humanity.
What rights do minority communities have concerning their languages? How does each language
conceptualize the world differently? How much knowledge about the world and a local ecosystem is
lost when a language disappears? What is the process involved and how can insights about this
process contribute to linguistic theory? What typological insights will be lost if undescribed
languages disappear before their unique structural properties are known? How can language shift
be stopped or reversed? This volume comprises: * a general overview introduction * four theoretical
chapters on what happens during language shift * ten case studies of autochthonous languages
under threat * four case studies of migrant languages at risk * three concluding chapters discussing
strategies and resources for language maintenance.



language endangerment: Language Diversity Endangered Matthias Brenzinger, 2015-07-31
This book presents a comprehensive overview of endangered languages with a global coverage. It
features such well-known specialists as Michael Krauss, Willem F. H. Adelaar, Denny Moore, Colette
Grinevald, Akira Yamamoto, Roger Blench, Bruce Connell, Tapani Salminen, Olga Kazakevich,
Aleksandr Kibrik, Jonathan Owens, David Bradley, George van Driem, Nicholas Evans, Stephen A.
Wurm, Darrell Tryon and Matthias Brenzinger. The contributions are unique in analysing the
present extent and the various kinds of language endangerment by applying shared general
indicators for the assessment of language endangerment. Apart from presenting the specific
situations of language endangerment at the sub-continental level, the volume discusses major issues
that bear universally on language endangerment. The actual study of endangered languages is
carefully examined, for example, against the ethics and pragmatics of fieldwork. Practical aspects of
community involvement in language documentation are discussed, such as the setting up of local
archives and the training of local linguists. Numerous case studies illustrate different language shift
environments with specific replacing factors, such as colonial and religious conquests, migrations
and governmental language education. The book is of interest to students and scholars of linguistics
with particular focus on endangered languages (and their documentation), typology, and
sociolinguistics as well as to anthropologists and language activists.

language endangerment: The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages Peter K.
Austin, Julia Sallabank, 2011-03-24 1t is generally agreed that about 7,000 languages are spoken
across the world today and at least half may no longer be spoken by the end of this century. This
state-of-the-art Handbook examines the reasons behind this dramatic loss of linguistic diversity, why
it matters, and what can be done to document and support endangered languages. The volume is
relevant not only to researchers in language endangerment, language shift and language death, but
to anyone interested in the languages and cultures of the world. It is accessible both to specialists
and non-specialists: researchers will find cutting-edge contributions from acknowledged experts in
their fields, while students, activists and other interested readers will find a wealth of readable yet
thorough and up-to-date information.

language endangerment: Endangered Languages and Languages in Danger Luna Filipovic,
Martin Putz, 2016-10-03 This peer-reviewed collection brings together the latest research on
language endangerment and language rights. It creates a vibrant, interdisciplinary platform for the
discussion of the most pertinent and urgent topics central to vitality and equality of languages in
today’s globalised world. The novelty of the volume lies in the multifaceted view on the variety of
dangers that languages face today, such as extinction through dwindling speaker populations and
lack of adequate preservation policies or inequality in different social contexts (e.g. access to justice,
education and research resources). There are examples of both loss and survival, and discussion of
multiple factors that condition these two different outcomes. We pose and answer difficult questions
such as whether forced interventions in preventing loss are always warranted or indeed viable. The
emerging shared perspective is that of hope to inspire action towards improving the position of
different languages and their speakers through research of this kind.

language endangerment: Language Endangerment in Nigeria. The Case of Yoruba ,
2017-03-31 Seminar paper from the year 2015 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,7, University of Wirzburg (Anglistik), course: Language Contact,
language: English, abstract: Language diversity is a cultural heritage of the world. Even though
approximately 6,000 languages still exist, many minority languages are threatened with extinction in
almost every part of the world. The study focuses on language endangerment in Nigeria presented
by the example of Yoruba. The aim of this paper is to present the topic of language endangerment in
general concerning the historical background, the classification, the value of languages, and the
causes as well as the supports for language endangerment. It is discussed whether Yoruba counts
into the category of endangered languages or not.

language endangerment: Language Death David Crystal, 2002-04-29 The rapid endangerment
and death of many minority languages across the world is a matter of widespread concern, not only



among linguists and anthropologists but among all concerned with issues of cultural identity in an
increasingly globalized culture. By some counts, only 600 of the 6,000 or so languages in the world
are 'safe' from the threat of extinction. A leading commentator and popular writer on language
issues, David Crystal asks the fundamental question, 'Why is language death so important?', reviews
the reasons for the current crisis, and investigates what is being done to reduce its impact. This
2002 book contains not only intelligent argument, but moving descriptions of the decline and demise
of particular languages, and practical advice for anyone interested in pursuing the subject further.

language endangerment: Cataloguing the World's Endangered Languages Lyle Campbell,
Anna Belew, 2018-02-02 Cataloguing the World’s Endangered Languages brings together the results
of the extensive and influential Catalogue of Endangered Languages (ELCat) project. Based on the
findings from the most extensive endangered languages research project, this is the most
comprehensive source of accurate information on endangered languages. The book presents the
academic and scientific findings that underpin the online Catalogue, located at
www.endangeredlanguages.com, making it an essential companion to the website for academics and
researchers working in this area. While the online Catalogue displays much data from the ELCat
project, this volume develops and emphasizes aspects of the research behind the data and includes
topics of great interest in the field, not previously covered in a single volume. Cataloguing the
World’s Endangered Languages is an important volume of particular interest to academics and
researchers working with endangered languages.

language endangerment: The ~AOxford Handbook of Endangered Languages Kenneth L.
Rehg, Lyle Campbell, 2018-07-18 The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages, in 39 chapters, is
a comprehensive resource on endangered languages. It broadens understanding of language
endangerment, language documentation, and language revitalization, and in doing so encourages
further research and support for endangered languages.
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search results. Learn how Google

Change your Gmail language settings Change the language in Gmail Open Gmail. In the top
right, click Settings . Click See all settings. In the "Language" section, pick a language from the
drop-down menu. At the bottom of the

Change your language on the web Change the language on your Android device On your Android
device, tap Settings . Tap System Languages & input Languages. If you can’t find "System," then
under "Personal," tap

Change Google Maps languages or domains Change Google Maps languages or domains Google
Maps automatically takes you to a country domain and shows place names in a country’s local
languages. You can change the country

Change language or region settings on a Pixel phone or tablet You can change the language
or region your Pixel phone or tablet uses. Change language settings Open your device's Settings
app. Tap System

Change Gemini's language - Computer - Gemini Apps Help Change Gemini's language You can
choose the language Gemini Apps display, and in certain cases, understand in Language settings.
This setting changes the language for the menu,

Change language or location settings Scroll to "Language" to update your email notification
language. Change your language or location on smart TVs, streaming devices & game consoles By
default, the YouTube app on smart TVs,

Download & use Google Translate You can translate text, handwriting, photos, and speech in over
200 languages with the Google Translate app. You can also use Translate on the web

Change your app language - Waze Help - Google Help Change the language on your phone. The
changes will apply when you use Waze in your car. If you're using Android Auto or CarPlay, make
sure to disconnect your phone first. Open Waze

Choose keyboard language & special characters - Chromebook Help Choose keyboard
language & special characters You can use different keyboard languages, sometimes called input
methods, on your Chromebook to: Change your typing language Use
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languages (5don MSN) IIT-Patna inaugurated two new research buildings, funded by Rajya Sabha
deputy chairman Harivansh under the MPLAD scheme, costing approximately Rs 17 crore. These
buildings will house the Centre for
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