
maria callas opera

maria callas opera represents an extraordinary chapter in the history of
classical music and opera. Renowned for her dramatic interpretations and
unique vocal style, Maria Callas remains a pivotal figure who redefined
operatic performance in the 20th century. Her career spanned numerous iconic
roles, showcasing a versatility that ranged from bel canto to verismo,
captivating audiences worldwide. This article explores the life, artistry,
and enduring legacy of Maria Callas in the realm of opera. From her early
beginnings and breakthrough roles to her most celebrated performances and
influence on future generations, the discussion covers all vital aspects of
her career. The following sections provide an organized overview of her
contributions, highlighting key operatic roles and the distinctive qualities
that made her a legend. Delve into the fascinating world of maria callas
opera through this comprehensive guide.

Early Life and Career Beginnings

Signature Roles and Operatic Highlights

Vocal Style and Artistic Interpretation

Impact on Opera and Legacy

Recordings and Performances

Early Life and Career Beginnings
Maria Callas, born as Anna Maria Cecilia Sofia Kalogeropoulos in 1923, began
her journey into the world of opera at a young age. Raised in New York City
by Greek immigrant parents, she showed early promise as a singer. Her formal
training took place in Greece, where she honed her vocal technique and stage
presence. Callas made her professional debut in the early 1940s, quickly
attracting attention for her dramatic intensity and vocal agility. This
section outlines the formative years that shaped her unique approach to
opera, setting the stage for a remarkable career.

Musical Education and Influences
Callas studied at the Athens Conservatoire, where she developed a strong
foundation in voice and music theory. Influenced by legendary sopranos such
as Toti Dal Monte and Rosa Ponselle, she embraced the bel canto tradition,
which emphasizes beautiful, expressive singing and technical precision. These
early influences played a crucial role in her interpretation of complex



operatic roles later in her career.

First Professional Engagements
Her first major operatic appearance came in 1947 in Greece, performing roles
such as Tosca and La Gioconda. These performances drew favorable reviews and
led to international invitations. By 1949, Callas had relocated to Italy, the
heartland of opera, where her career rapidly ascended. Italy provided her
with the stage and audience that would propel her into opera stardom.

Signature Roles and Operatic Highlights
Maria Callas's repertoire spanned a wide range of operatic works, but certain
roles became synonymous with her name. Her ability to embody complex
characters with emotional depth and vocal excellence distinguished her
performances. This section examines some of her most iconic roles and the
operas that defined her career.

Norma in Bellini’s Norma
One of Callas’s most celebrated roles was the title character in Vincenzo
Bellini’s Norma. This bel canto masterpiece demands exceptional vocal control
and dramatic expression. Callas’s portrayal combined technical mastery with
profound emotional intensity, revitalizing interest in this challenging opera
and setting a new standard for the role.

Tosca in Puccini’s Tosca
In Puccini’s Tosca, Callas delivered a performance marked by her powerful
voice and dramatic flair. Her interpretation highlighted the character’s
vulnerability and strength, captivating audiences and critics alike. This
role became a staple in her repertoire and contributed significantly to her
international acclaim.

Violetta in Verdi’s La Traviata
Callas’s portrayal of Violetta in Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata is often
regarded as one of her finest achievements. Her ability to convey Violetta’s
complex emotions—from joyous love to tragic despair—demonstrated her
exceptional interpretative skills. This performance remains a benchmark for
sopranos tackling the role.



Other Notable Roles

Lucia in Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor

Medea in Cherubini’s Medea

Lady Macbeth in Verdi’s Macbeth

Cio-Cio-San in Puccini’s Madama Butterfly

Vocal Style and Artistic Interpretation
Maria Callas’s vocal style was distinctive and often described as a blend of
dramatic power and technical finesse. Her voice combined a wide range with a
unique timbre that could convey subtle nuances and intense emotions. This
section explores the qualities that made her artistry exceptional in the
operatic world.

Technical Mastery
Callas was known for her impressive vocal range and control, capable of
navigating intricate coloratura passages with precision. Her technique
allowed her to perform demanding roles that required agility and power,
making her performances both technically impressive and emotionally
compelling.

Dramatic Expression and Stage Presence
Beyond vocal ability, Callas’s acting skills set her apart. She brought a
theatrical intensity to her roles, fully inhabiting her characters and
communicating their stories with authenticity. This compelling stage presence
contributed to her reputation as not only a great singer but also a
consummate performer.

Interpretation of Bel Canto and Verismo
Callas excelled in both bel canto and verismo styles, bridging the gap
between these two distinct operatic traditions. Her interpretations honored
the technical demands of bel canto while embracing the emotional realism of
verismo, enriching the operatic experience for audiences and critics alike.



Impact on Opera and Legacy
Maria Callas’s influence on the opera world extends far beyond her lifetime.
Her innovative approach to performance and vocal technique inspired
generations of singers and reshaped public perceptions of opera. This section
discusses her lasting legacy and the ways in which she transformed the art
form.

Revival of Forgotten Operas
Callas played a pivotal role in reviving lesser-known operas and neglected
roles, bringing them back into the standard repertory. Her passion for
artistic exploration expanded the boundaries of opera programming and
enriched the cultural landscape.

Mentorship and Influence on Future Artists
Many contemporary opera singers cite Callas as a major influence on their
careers. Her recordings and performances continue to serve as educational
tools for vocalists seeking to master challenging roles and develop their
interpretative skills.

Cultural Icon and Media Presence
Beyond the opera house, Callas became a cultural icon, known for her charisma
and dramatic life story. Her presence in media and popular culture helped
bring opera to wider audiences, increasing its accessibility and appeal
worldwide.

Recordings and Performances
Maria Callas’s extensive discography preserves her extraordinary talent for
posterity. Her studio and live recordings are essential references for opera
enthusiasts and scholars. This section highlights some of her most important
recordings and landmark performances.

Noteworthy Studio Recordings

Norma (Bellini) – Considered one of the definitive recordings of the
role

La Traviata (Verdi) – Praised for emotional depth and vocal brilliance



Lucia di Lammermoor (Donizetti) – Showcasing her coloratura agility

Tosca (Puccini) – Capturing her dramatic intensity

Legendary Live Performances
Callas’s live performances, often recorded and broadcast, reveal the
spontaneity and emotional immediacy of her artistry. Notable appearances
include her 1954 Rome performance of Norma and the 1958 Milan La Scala
production of Medea. These events are celebrated for their historical
significance and artistic excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Maria Callas and why is she significant in
the world of opera?
Maria Callas was a renowned Greek-American soprano, celebrated for her
extraordinary vocal technique, dramatic interpretation, and wide-ranging
repertoire. She is considered one of the most influential opera singers of
the 20th century.

What are some of Maria Callas's most famous opera
roles?
Maria Callas was famous for roles such as Violetta in Verdi's "La Traviata,"
Norma in Bellini's "Norma," Tosca in Puccini's "Tosca," and Medea in
Cherubini's "Medea."

What vocal qualities distinguished Maria Callas from
other opera singers?
Maria Callas was known for her powerful yet expressive soprano voice,
exceptional vocal range, dramatic intensity, and ability to convey deep
emotion through her singing and acting.

Did Maria Callas record any complete operas, and are
they still available today?
Yes, Maria Callas recorded many complete operas, including "Norma," "La
Traviata," and "Tosca." These recordings remain highly regarded and are
widely available on CD and digital platforms.



How did Maria Callas influence modern opera
performance?
Maria Callas revolutionized opera by combining vocal excellence with intense
dramatic interpretation, inspiring future generations of opera singers to
prioritize both singing and acting in their performances.

What was unique about Maria Callas's interpretation
of the role of Norma?
Maria Callas brought a unique combination of vocal precision, emotional
depth, and dramatic intensity to the role of Norma, making her interpretation
one of the most celebrated and definitive versions in opera history.

Where did Maria Callas perform during her career?
Maria Callas performed at many of the world's leading opera houses, including
La Scala in Milan, the Metropolitan Opera in New York, the Royal Opera House
in London, and the Paris Opera.

Did Maria Callas face any controversies during her
opera career?
Yes, Maria Callas's career included controversies related to her personal
life, professional disputes, and occasional vocal difficulties, but these did
not diminish her legacy as one of opera's greatest artists.

Are there any documentaries or films about Maria
Callas and her opera career?
Yes, several documentaries and films explore Maria Callas's life and career,
such as "Maria by Callas" (2017) and "Callas Forever" (2002), offering
insight into her artistry and personal story.

Additional Resources
1. Maria Callas: The Woman Behind the Legend
This biography delves into the life of Maria Callas, exploring her rise from
a young immigrant to one of the most celebrated opera singers of the 20th
century. It highlights her personal struggles, her complex relationships, and
the passion that fueled her artistic genius. The book provides insight into
how Callas transformed opera with her dramatic intensity and vocal prowess.

2. Callas on Opera: Reflections and Interpretations
A collection of Maria Callas’s own writings and interviews, this book offers
a rare glimpse into her thoughts on opera, music, and performance. Readers
gain an understanding of her artistic philosophy and the meticulous



preparation she undertook for her roles. It is a valuable resource for fans
and scholars interested in Callas’s approach to opera.

3. The Callas Legacy: Voices of an Era
This volume examines the lasting impact of Maria Callas on the world of
opera, tracing how her interpretations influenced generations of singers and
directors. It includes essays by leading musicologists and firsthand accounts
from colleagues and admirers. The book also discusses the recordings and
performances that cemented Callas’s status as a legend.

4. Maria Callas: An Intimate Biography
Offering an intimate portrait, this biography goes beyond the stage to reveal
the private life of Maria Callas. It covers her childhood, her passionate
love affairs, and her battles with health and self-esteem. The narrative
paints a vivid picture of a complex woman whose life was as dramatic as her
operatic roles.

5. Callas and the Art of Bel Canto
Focusing on Maria Callas’s mastery of the bel canto repertoire, this book
analyzes her technique and interpretation of works by composers like Bellini,
Donizetti, and Rossini. It explains how Callas revived interest in this
demanding style of singing and brought new emotional depth to the roles.
Detailed musical examples and critiques make it an essential read for vocal
students and enthusiasts.

6. The Tragic Diva: Maria Callas and the Myth of the Opera Star
This book explores the mythology surrounding Maria Callas, contrasting her
public image with the realities of her life. It discusses how media and
popular culture shaped her legacy as a tragic diva and how she navigated fame
and scandal. The analysis includes her influence on fashion, cinema, and
modern perceptions of opera stars.

7. Maria Callas in Performance: A Photographic Journey
A visually stunning compilation, this book features rare photographs from
Maria Callas’s performances and rehearsals. Accompanied by commentary from
critics and historians, the images capture her expressive acting and
commanding stage presence. It serves as a tribute to her artistry and the
visual history of opera in the mid-20th century.

8. Callas, Onassis, and the Culture of Celebrity
This work examines the intersection of Maria Callas’s career with her
relationship with Aristotle Onassis, exploring how their romance captivated
the public and media. It situates Callas within the broader context of
celebrity culture and the shifting landscape of fame in the post-war era. The
book provides a nuanced look at how personal life and public persona
intertwined.

9. Maria Callas: The Voice of the Century
Celebrating Maria Callas’s extraordinary vocal talent, this book discusses
the qualities that made her voice unique and enduring. It includes analyses
of her most famous roles and recordings, highlighting her dynamic range,



emotional expressiveness, and technical skill. The book also features
testimonials from fellow musicians and conductors who worked with her.
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  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Robert Levine, 2003-05-06 A biography of the extraordinary
life and art of Greek soprano Maria Callas (1923-1977). Includes a track-by-track commentary on her
major performances, all included on two full-length CDs, as well as a glossary, chronology,
performance history, and discography. Nice b&w photographs throughout. Annotation (c)2003 Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  maria callas opera: The Definitive Diva John Louis DiGaetani, 2021-08-18 Maria Callas was,
perhaps, the greatest opera singer of the 20th century. Hers was a life lived on the world stage, and
her fame extended to the public consciousness of many parts of the world. Even after her mysterious
death in 1977, her singing and acting continue to thrill new generations of opera fans thanks to her
many recordings and her fascinating life. This new biography of Callas tells her story from difficult
beginnings as the daughter of Greek immigrants to New York City in 1923 to her wonderful
performances at La Scala, Covent Garden, and the Metropolitan Opera. Callas was quite a diva and a
master at creating a captivating public image. She also became notorious because of her very public
affair with Aristotle Onassis, the wealthy ship-owner who left Callas to marry Jacqueline Kennedy.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Jürgen Kesting, 1992
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Arianna Huffington, 2002-10-14 For millions of people, the
great soprano Maria Callas (1923-1977) remains the focus of such unparalleled fascination that
there is still no higher praise for singers than ...the best since Callas. In this biography, Callas'
career is brought brilliantly to life, from her transformation from a chubby, painfully shy girl into a
magnificent, celebrated soprano, to her conflict with her larger-than-life image. Huffington makes
this struggle, which was at the center of her life, also the center of the biography. Using a wealth of
previously unpublished material and numerous first-hand interviews, Huffington documents Callas'
interminable conflict with her mother, her deeply emotional relationship with her voice, the gradual
unraveling of her first marriage, her passionate love affair with of Aristotle Onassis, her agony and
humiliation at his leaving her, and her secret abortion.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Anne Edwards, 2001-08-18 From New York Times
bestselling biographer Edwards comes the irresistible true story of the lives and loves of the great
opera diva Maria Callas. Photos.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas: Opera, Glory and Emotion Fabricio Sales Silva, 2025-03-20
Don't talk to me about rules. Wherever I am, I make the rules myself. When I first uttered these
words, I was convinced that the only way to transcend was to embrace my own truth, regardless of
criticism or convention. My journey began in New York, back in the early years, amid the
uncertainties of a family struggling to survive. Migration to Greece, in adolescence, brought the
difficulties of war and adaptation to a new home; Still, I never lost faith that, in music, I would find
my best path. I had my moments of fragility, it's true. But I discovered that strength arises from
what makes us truly human: deep emotions. Allowing yourself to feel and expose this intensity,
whether singing an aria or living a great love, is what illuminates our essence. After all, each of my
performances was an act of total surrender: if I were to sing with half my heart, I wouldn't even go
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on stage. Embrace the uniqueness of each step, believe in the creative force that is born of sacrifice
and the will to get it right. Art, like life, requires courage and sincerity. May my experiences, joys
and pains serve as proof that we can fly higher when we allow ourselves to love what we do, with
absolute fidelity to ourselves. Because, in the end, music – and any true dream only makes sense if it
is lived with intensity, without fear of being judged or misunderstood.
  maria callas opera: Callas Anne Edwards, 2002 The remarkable rise, triumph and tragic end
of the twentieth century's greatest soprano
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Arianna Stassinopoulos, Arianna Stassinopoulos Huffington,
1988
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas's Lyric and Coloratura Arias Ginger Dellenbaugh, 2021-10-21
More than 40 years after her death, the legend of Maria Callas, “La Divina Assoluta,” remains
unsurpassed. Much has been written about her sensational opera career and fraught private life,
from her definitive mastery of iconic opera roles to her love affairs and tantrums. The prototype for
the 20th century celebrity diva, Callas emblematizes the cliche of tormented talent – genius in the
ring with catastrophe. Her extraordinary voice, in particular, has become an object of cult-like
adoration and cultural significance almost with a life of its own: as fetish object, as sophisticated
sonic signifier, and most recently, as the lifeblood for a Callas hologram. Such adoration is not
without consequences. When Callas is transformed into a vessel for such transcendent magic, it
overshadows what is perhaps her most superhuman ability – the masterful technique she deployed to
shape and craft her astounding instrument. Singing bodies are working bodies, enacting an intimate
and complex form of artistic labor and cultural signification. Using one of Callas's first recital
recordings from 1954, this book envisions each aria as a lens to examine various aspects of
vocalization and cultural reception of the feminized voice in both classical and pop culture, from
Homer's Sirens to Star Trek. With references to works by Marina Abramovic, Charles Baudelaire,
Michel Chion, Wayne Koestenbaum, Greil Marcus, and Farah Jasmine Griffin, as well as films by Pier
Paolo Pasolini, Jonathan Demme, and Rainer Werner Fassbinder, each chapter explores phenomena
unique to the singing voice, including the operatic screaming point, the politics of listening, and the
singing simulacrum.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Maria Callas, 2003-07 (Vocal). These two collections feature
celebrated arias as interpreted by Maria Callas, arguably the most influential singer of the recorded
era. In addition to a brief biography of Callas, each selection, in standard voice and piano format, is
followed by notes which indicate the variants, breaths, fermatas, and all of the nuances that Callas
employed to turn these arias into masterpieces of interpretation. A wonderful reference tool for
vocal coaches, professional singers and voice students, these two books are also indispensible items
for the libraries of all opera enthusiasts. Volume 1 contains: LA GIOCONDA: Suicidio. LUCIA DI
LAMMERMOOR: Ardon gl'incensi. MACBETH: La luce langue. NORMA: Casta diva. LA
SONNAMBULA: Ah! non credea mirarti. TOSCA: Vissi d'arte. LA TRAVIATA: Ah, forse e lui che
l'anima ... Sempre libera. I VESPRI SICILIANI: Merce, dilette amiche.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas - Volume 2 Maria Callas, 2003-07 (Vocal). These two
collections feature celebrated arias as interpreted by Maria Callas, arguably the most influential
singer of the recorded era. In addition to a brief biography of Callas, each selection, in standard
voice and piano format, is followed by notes which indicate the variants, breaths, fermatas, and all of
the nuances that Callas employed to turn these arias into masterpieces of interpretation. A
wonderful reference tool for vocal coaches, professional singers and voice students, these two books
are also indispensible items for the libraries of all opera enthusiasts. Volume 2 contains: ANNA
BOLENA: Al dolce guidami. MEDEA (Cherubini): Dei tuoi figli la madre. NABUCCO: Ben io
t'invenni-Anch'io dischiuso un giorno-Salgo gia del trono aurato. NORMA: Dormono entrambi. I
PURITANI: Qui la voce sua soave. LA VESTALE (Spontini): Caro oggetto il di cui nome. LA
TRAVIATA: Addio, del passato.
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas Arianna Stassinopoulos Huffington, 1981
  maria callas opera: The Unknown Callas N. Petsal_s-Diom_d_s, George Henry Hubert



Lascelles Earl of Harewood, 2001 (Amadeus). In this award-winning biography, Petsalis-Diomidis
closely examines Maria Callas's life in Athens from 1937 to 1945. These years have been largely
absent from previous works about Callas, but were crucial to her professional and personal growth.
The author examines her professional development, her studies, her concertizing, and her work with
the Greek National Opera. He also recounts Callas's daily life, her friendships, her rivalries at the
conservatory, and her personal life. Though it is a detailed historical biography, the writing and pace
are novelistic. HARDCOVER.
  maria callas opera: My Daughter Maria Callas Evangelia Callas, Lawrence Goldtree Blochman,
1960
  maria callas opera: Callas John Ardoin, Gerald Fitzgerald, 1974 It is 1939 and a shy, awkward
American girl of sixteen nervously waits her turn to audition before the renowned soprano Elvira de
Hidalgo at the Athens Conservatory. To de Hidalgo, 'The very idea of that girl wanting to be a singer
was laughable! She was tall, very fat, and wore heavy glasses. When she removed them, she would
look at you with huge but vague, almost unseeing, eyes. Her whole being was awkward and her
dress was too large, buttoned in front and quite formless. Not knowing what to do with her hands,
she sat there quietly biting her nails while waiting her turn to sing.' Moments later, de Hidalgo was
to close her eyes and experience 'violent cascades of sound, not yet fully controlled but full of drama
and emotion.' It is 1974 on the stage of Carnegie Hall and an elegant and vibrant woman, returning
after eight years of self-imposed retirement, has just completed a gala concert--part of an
international tour. In the balconies, the audience stands rooted as wave after wave of applause rocks
the hall. In the orchestra section, a frenzied mass of men and women rush to the footlights to cheer
and weep and reach out to touch. 'You are opera!' someone shouts from the rear, and a full house is
convulsed with emotion. She is Maria Callas. Perhaps no performer in this century has generated
such adulation, stirred such controversy, and had so great an impact on the world of opera and the
arts as Callas. The unrivaled singing actress of our time, she is the standard against which all others
must measure themselves. She brought back a style of singing forgotten for more than a century,
revived a repertory all but lost, and restored to the musical stage the dramatic power that is opera at
its grandest. En route, she created a legend. For many, that legend lives only in her recordings.
Others witnessed the great years and the great roles--Norma, Tosca, Medea, Violetta. Now, in
eloquent and moving text, in hundreds of stunning photographs taken during performance, and in
the words of those who worked with Callas--Gobbi, Vickers, Corelli, Visconti, Zeffirelli, Bernstein,
and a host of others--her art comes alive again for all to see. Here are the triumphs at La Scala,
Covent Garden, the Metropolitan, in Chicago, Dallas, Paris. And here are the dramatic stagings
created especially for her by such theatrical giants as Visconti and Zeffirelli. Here, too, are the
battles that made headlines, the personalities who made news. Tracing her career from her student
days in Athens through her decades as the world's reigning prima donna, this book illuminates her
power and offers insights into the phenomenon of her art. But this book also explores with rare
sensitivity the personal needs and fears that led this woman to abandon her art for the playgrounds
of the rich, the yachts of the famous. Drawing on her own words, this book creates a remarkable
picture of a woman driven by the demands of her art--and an artist buffeted by the urgings of the
woman. Here, then, is the tragedy and the glory, the frailty and the strength. Here is Callas.
--Adapted from dust jacket.
  maria callas opera: Cast a Diva Lyndsy Spence, 2021-06-01 Call it ‘charm’, call it ‘magic’, call
it ‘Maria’ - Dorle Soria ‘The new face of Maria Callas ... is even more dramatic than how History
(with a capital H) has already painted it.’ - Vogue Italia Maria Callas (1923–77) was the greatest
opera diva of all time. Despite a career that remains unmatched by any prima donna, much of her
life was overshadowed by her fiery relationship with Aristotle Onassis, who broke her heart when he
left her for Jacqueline Kennedy, and her legendary tantrums on and off the stage. However, little is
known about the woman behind the diva. She was a girl brought up between New York and Greece,
who was forced to sing by her emotionally abusive mother and who left her family behind in Greece
for an international career. Feted by royalty and Hollywood stars, she fought sexism to rise to the



top, but there was one thing she wanted but could not have – a happy private life. In Cast a Diva,
bestselling author Lyndsy Spence draws on previously unseen documents to reveal the raw, tragic
story of a true icon.
  maria callas opera: Maria Arianna Stassinopoulos Huffington, 1980 Biografie van de Griekse
operazangeres Maria Callas (1923-1977).
  maria callas opera: Maria Callas: Voice of Passion ChatStick Team, 2024-08-02 � Step Into
the World of Opera's Most Captivating Soprano! Experience the dramatic and passionate journey of
Maria Callas, whose powerful voice and emotive performances revolutionized the opera stage. Maria
Callas: Voice of Passion offers an unparalleled glimpse into the life of this iconic diva, revealing not
just her artistic triumphs but also her personal hardships. This biography, part of the esteemed
Voices of Legends series by the ChatStick Team, goes beyond traditional narratives to explore the
depth and complexity of Callas's character and her lasting impact on the world of music. � Discover
a Legacy That Resonates Beyond the Opera House! From her early days as a child in New York to
her ascension as the queen of the opera world, this book paints a vivid picture of Callas's profound
influence. Learn about her most memorable performances, the unique qualities of her voice, and
how she shaped the future of operatic singing. � A Treasure for Music Lovers and Biography
Enthusiasts! Whether you're a seasoned opera aficionado or a newcomer intrigued by powerful
biographies, Maria Callas: Voice of Passion is an essential addition to your digital library. Engage
with the story of a woman who lived for her art and left an indelible mark on the cultural landscape.
  maria callas opera: The Autobiography of Maria Callas Alma H. Bond, 1998 A fictionalised
account of the well-known and not so widely known details of the tempestuous and passionate,
creative and private life of the internationally acclaimed diva. The soaring heights of her talents, the
fears of her decline, written from a psychological, highly controversial perspective.
  maria callas opera: La Callas André Tubeuf, 1999 Maria Callas revolutionized the art of opera,
influencing repertoire and singing style more than any artist this century. Here, homage is paid to
this extraordinary diva through an enlightening text and a series of beautiful photographs of Callas
at rehearsals, at recordings, performing, and off the stage. We follow her from her first performance
of Bellini's Norma at the tender age of 19, through the highlights of her career in the late 1950s,
with triumphant performances of opera's greatest heroines.
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