luthier school

luthier school programs provide specialized education and training for individuals
interested in the art and craft of making and repairing stringed instruments. These
schools offer a unique combination of hands-on experience, theoretical knowledge, and
traditional techniques essential for becoming a skilled luthier. Aspiring students learn
about various instrument types, wood selection, tool usage, and finishing methods. The
curriculum often covers both historical perspectives and modern innovations in instrument
building. Enrolling in a luthier school is a crucial step for those seeking professional
careers in custom instrument making, restoration, or repair. This article explores the key
aspects of luthier schools, including their curriculum, types of programs available, career
opportunities, and how to choose the right institution. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of what to expect from a luthier school experience.

e Understanding Luthier School Programs
e Curriculum and Skills Taught

e Types of Luthier Schools and Courses

e Career Paths After Luthier School

e Choosing the Right Luthier School

Understanding Luthier School Programs

Luthier schools are specialized institutions dedicated to teaching the craft of building and
repairing stringed instruments such as guitars, violins, cellos, and other fretted
instruments. These programs focus on blending traditional craftsmanship with modern
techniques to ensure students gain comprehensive skills. The primary goal of a luthier
school is to produce competent artisans who can create high-quality instruments or
restore vintage pieces with precision.

Purpose and Importance of Luthier Schools

The purpose of luthier schools is to provide a structured learning environment where
students can master the technical and artistic aspects of instrument making. Unlike
general woodworking or music schools, luthier schools offer specialized training that
addresses the unique challenges of string instrument construction. This focused education
is essential because the quality of an instrument directly impacts sound, playability, and
durability.



Who Should Attend a Luthier School?

Luthier schools cater to a wide range of individuals, including musicians interested in
understanding their instruments more deeply, hobbyists who wish to build or repair
instruments for personal use, and aspiring professionals aiming for careers as luthiers.
Candidates often have a passion for music and woodworking, along with a strong attention
to detail and patience required for precise craftsmanship.

Curriculum and Skills Taught

The curriculum at a luthier school is designed to cover all fundamental aspects of
instrument making and repair. Students engage in both theoretical studies and practical
workshops, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of materials, construction
techniques, and finishing processes. The program typically spans several months to a few
years, depending on the depth and specialization.

Core Subjects and Techniques

Key subjects studied in luthier schools include:

* Wood Selection and Preparation: Understanding different tonewoods, their
properties, and proper preparation methods.

¢ Instrument Anatomy: Detailed study of the structural components of various
stringed instruments.

e Tool Mastery: Training in the use of hand tools and machinery specific to lutherie.

e Construction Techniques: Techniques such as carving, bending, joining, and
assembly.

e Finishing and Varnishing: Application of finishes that affect both appearance and
sound quality.

e Setup and Adjustment: Fine-tuning instruments for optimal playability and tone.

e Repair and Restoration: Techniques for fixing cracks, replacing parts, and
preserving vintage instruments.

Hands-On Learning and Workshops

Practical experience is a cornerstone of luthier education. Students spend significant time
in workshops, applying learned techniques to build complete instruments or conduct
repairs. This hands-on approach ensures mastery of skills and familiarity with the tools
and materials used daily in the profession.



Types of Luthier Schools and Courses

Luthier education is available through various formats, each catering to different needs
and levels of commitment. Understanding the types of programs can help prospective
students select the most suitable option.

Full-Time Professional Programs

These programs offer comprehensive training over one to three years and are typically
provided by dedicated luthier schools or specialized institutions. They cover all aspects of
instrument making and are geared toward preparing students for careers as professional
luthiers.

Short Courses and Workshops

For hobbyists or those seeking to enhance specific skills, short-term courses and
workshops are available. These can range from a few days to several weeks and often
focus on particular instruments or techniques such as guitar building or violin repair.

Apprenticeships and On-the-Job Training

Some aspiring luthiers choose to learn through apprenticeships with experienced
craftsmen. This approach provides real-world experience and mentorship but may lack the
structured curriculum of a formal school.

Online and Hybrid Programs

Advances in technology have led to the development of online luthier courses that combine
video instruction, virtual workshops, and remote mentorship. These programs offer
flexibility but often complement rather than replace hands-on training.

Career Paths After Luthier School

Graduates of luthier schools have access to a variety of career opportunities within the
music and craftsmanship industries. The skills acquired open doors to specialized
professional roles.

Instrument Maker

Many luthiers work as custom instrument makers, designing and building high-quality
guitars, violins, and other stringed instruments. This career requires creativity, precision,
and a deep understanding of acoustics.



Repair Technician

Repair technicians focus on maintaining and restoring instruments, ensuring they remain
playable and retain their value. Work in this area often involves dealing with vintage or
high-end instruments requiring expert care.

Restoration Specialist

Restoration specialists concentrate on preserving historical instruments, often working
with museums, collectors, or specialized shops. This role demands advanced knowledge of
materials and historical construction techniques.

Sales and Consulting

Some luthiers transition into roles involving the sales of instruments or consulting for
manufacturers, providing expert advice on instrument quality and customization.

Choosing the Right Luthier School

Selecting the appropriate luthier school is an important decision that affects the quality of
education and future career success. Various factors should be considered when
evaluating schools.

Accreditation and Reputation

Accreditation ensures that the school meets industry standards for education quality.
Researching the school’s reputation among professionals and alumni can provide insights
into its effectiveness.

Curriculum and Specializations

Prospective students should review the curriculum to ensure it covers the instruments and
skills of interest. Some schools may specialize in certain types of instruments or particular
aspects of lutherie.

Facilities and Equipment

Modern, well-equipped workshops are essential for hands-on learning. Schools with up-to-
date tools and materials provide a better environment for mastering construction and
repair techniques.



Faculty Expertise

Experienced instructors with professional backgrounds in lutherie enhance the learning
experience through mentorship and practical knowledge.

Cost and Duration

Tuition fees and program length vary widely. Students should consider their budget and
time availability when choosing a program.

Location and Networking Opportunities

Location can influence access to industry connections, internships, and job opportunities.
Schools in regions with vibrant music scenes may offer additional benefits.

 Verify accreditation and faculty credentials
e Ensure curriculum matches career goals

e Assess workshop facilities and equipment
e Consider program cost and duration

e Evaluate potential networking and job placement support

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a luthier school?

A luthier school is an educational institution or workshop that teaches the craft of making
and repairing stringed instruments such as guitars, violins, and cellos.

How long does it take to complete a luthier school
program?

The duration of luthier school programs varies, but most courses last between several
months to two years, depending on the depth of study and specialization.

What skills are taught at a luthier school?

Luthier schools teach skills including woodworking, instrument design, construction
techniques, finishing, setup, and repair of stringed instruments.



Are there online luthier schools available?

Yes, some luthier schools and instructors offer online courses and tutorials, allowing
students to learn instrument making and repair remotely.

What career opportunities are available after
graduating from luthier school?

Graduates can work as professional luthiers, instrument repair technicians, custom
instrument builders, or even open their own workshops.

How much does it cost to attend luthier school?

The cost of attending luthier school varies widely, ranging from a few thousand dollars for
short courses to over $20,000 for comprehensive programs, depending on location and
curriculum.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of Violin Making

This comprehensive guide delves into the traditional techniques of crafting violins, from
selecting quality wood to the final varnishing process. It covers both the theoretical and
practical aspects, making it ideal for beginner and intermediate luthiers. Detailed
illustrations help readers visualize each step of the construction.

2. Fundamentals of Guitar Building

Focused on the essentials of guitar construction, this book explains the anatomy of
acoustic and electric guitars. It includes instructions on woodworking, bracing patterns,
and fret installation. Perfect for students in luthier school aiming to master guitar
craftsmanship.

3. Viola and Cello Making: A Complete Workshop Guide

This volume offers a thorough exploration of the techniques unique to building violas and
cellos. From carving the scroll to the setup of the bridge and soundpost, it provides
detailed instructions and professional tips. It also addresses common challenges faced in
larger string instrument construction.

4. Modern Luthiery: Tools and Techniques

An up-to-date resource on the latest tools and technologies used in luthier workshops. It
covers CNC machinery, laser cutting, and modern finishing methods alongside traditional
hand tools. This book helps students integrate new technologies with classic
craftsmanship.

5. Acoustic Guitar Repair and Maintenance

This practical manual focuses on diagnosing and fixing common issues in acoustic guitars.
Readers will learn how to address cracks, bridge repairs, fret leveling, and neck
adjustments. It’s an invaluable resource for luthier students interested in repair work.

6. The Violin Maker’s Notebook



Written by a master luthier, this book serves as both a diary and instructional manual. It
shares personal insights, detailed measurements, and step-by-step processes used in violin
making. This narrative approach inspires students to develop their own style and
methodology.

7. Building the Electric Guitar: From Concept to Completion

This book guides readers through the entire process of creating an electric guitar,
including body shaping, electronics installation, and finishing touches. It also explores
design variations and customization options. An excellent resource for aspiring luthiers
specializing in electric instruments.

8. Wood Selection and Acoustic Properties for Luthiers

Understanding wood is crucial for any luthier, and this book explains how different types
of tonewoods affect sound and playability. It covers wood identification, seasoning, and
treatment methods. Students will gain knowledge essential for making informed material
choices.

9. Setup and Intonation for Stringed Instruments

This detailed guide focuses on optimizing the playability and sound quality of violins,
violas, cellos, and guitars through precise setup. Topics include string height adjustment,
bridge positioning, and fretwork. It is perfect for luthier students aiming to perfect their
final instrument adjustments.
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luthier school: A Modern Method for the Guitar (School of Tarrega) ... Pascual Roch,
1921

luthier school: The Classical Guitar Maurice J. Summerfield, 2003-01-01 (Book). We proudly
present the fifth edition of Maurice J. Summerfield's highly acclaimed ultimate reference book on the
classical guitar. This brand new book features all the original biographical entries updated with new
photographs where applicable, plus 100 new biographical entries in the players, composers and
makers section for a total of over 485. This new edition gives the reader a full and clear picture of
the classical guitar's development since the beginning of the nineteenth century. Also included are
informative sections on composers, scholars, flamenco guitarists and guitar makers. The book's
collection of several hundred photographs is the most complete to be published in one volume. There
are extensive listings of the most important classical guitar recordings. The final section, Sources of
Supply, guides readers to where they can obtain the books, recordings, music and magazines listed
in the book. Without a doubt, this new edition will be the essential work of reference on the subject
of classical guitar for years to come! My sincere congratulations to Maurice Summerfield. Andres
Segovia

luthier school: The Art and Craft of Making Classical Guitars Manuel Rodriguez,
2010-01-01 (Guitar Reference). 100th anniversary updated edition! Rich in beauty, sound, and
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history, Manuel Rodriguez and Sons' classical and flamenco guitars have been handcrafted in
Madrid since 1909, and the company's creations are still acclaimed today. This book presents master
luthier Manuel Rodriguez's thoughts on the history of the instrument he loved, including how the
guitar attained its prominent position among musical instruments. Filled with fabulous historical
photos, memorabilia, and more, this book is essential for all admirers of the guitar. A special new
section on Music with World Leaders, sponsored by the King of Spain, promotes the importance of
music for children and much more.

luthier school: Masters of Tonewood Jeffrey Greene, 2022-03-29 The wood used by master
craftsmen to create many of the world’s legendary stringed instruments—violins and cellos,
mandolins and guitars—comes from seven near-mythic European forests. In his latest book, Jeffrey
Greene takes the reader into those woodlands and into luthiers’ workshops to show us how the
world’s finest instruments not only contribute to great musical art but are prized works of art in
themselves. Masters of Tonewood describes the hidden life of stringed instruments, beginning with
the unique wood, expertly chosen and sometimes cured for decades, that gives them voices that rivet
audiences. Greene takes us to forests in Italy, France, Switzerland, Austria, Romania, Poland, and
the Czech Republic. We are introduced to the acoustical and aesthetic properties of the spruce that
Stradivari treasured, and the mystery of why just one in a thousand maple trees contains decorative
figuring worthy of the highest-quality instruments. Greene visits the greatest traditional centers of
this craft, from Spain to the United States. He recounts the ideas and experiences of tonewood
millers, luthiers, and musicians and discusses their concerns about environmental issues associated
with a tradition dependent on ancient woodlands in a modern world.

luthier school: The Official Roadie Handbook Wayne Prophet, 2010-11-24 The quintessential
guide on how to become a roadie. Written for those who are serious about becoming a roadie or for
those who are just curious to see how the live entertainment industry REALLY works ... on all levels.
Learn about the different types of roadie jobs and how to find training for these jobs. Tips on how to
find work and how not to look like a rookie on your first day. A must have for anyone who has ever
toured or for those who have a roadie in their life. Also makes a great novelty gift for your favorite
rock fan.

luthier school: How to Start and Run a Successful Guitar Repair Business Jonny
Blackwood, 2017-02-01 Get the inside track on a successful guitar repair, guitar building and/ or
custom guitar shop business. Save yourself time, money, and frustration when starting up your own
business with this helpful guide-book that offers key insider tips and a thorough overview of what to
expect in the business, written by an industry veteran. Don't go into business without reading this
book first!

luthier school: The Amadeus Book of the Violin Walter Kolneder, 2023-09-12 Available for the
first time in English, this book has been considered the best single encyclopedia of the violin for 20
years. All aspects of the violin are covered: construction, history, and literature; violin playing and
teaching; and violin virtuosos through the ages.

luthier school: Guitar Makers Kathryn Marie Dudley, 2014-11-10 It whispers, it sings, it rocks,
and it howls. It expresses the voice of the folk—the open road, freedom, protest and rebellion, youth
and love. It is the acoustic guitar. And over the last five decades it has become a quintessential
American icon. Because this musical instrument is significant to so many—in ways that are
emotional, cultural, and economic—guitar making has experienced a renaissance in North America,
both as a popular hobby and, for some, a way of life. In Guitar Makers, Kathryn Marie Dudley
introduces us to builders of artisanal guitars, their place in the art world, and the specialized
knowledge they’ve developed. Drawing on in-depth interviews with members of the lutherie
community, she finds that guitar making is a social movement with political implications. Guitars are
not simply made—they are born. Artisans listen to their wood, respond to its liveliness, and strive to
endow each instrument with an unforgettable tone. Although professional luthiers work within a
market society, Dudley observes that their overriding sentiment is passion and love of the craft.
Guitar makers are not aiming for quick turnover or the low-cost reproduction of commodities but the




creation of singular instruments with unique qualities, and face-to-face transactions between
makers, buyers, and dealers are commonplace. In an era when technological change has pushed
skilled artisanship to the margins of the global economy, and in the midst of a capitalist system that
places a premium on ever faster and more efficient modes of commerce, Dudley shows us how
artisanal guitar makers have carved out a unique world that operates on alternative, more humane,
and ecologically sustainable terms.

luthier school: American Lutherie , 2006

luthier school: Guitar Connoisseur - The First Issue - Summer 2012 Kelcey Alonzo,
2012-07-04 Featured Interviews with Bob Benedetto, Boaz Elkayam, Fibenare Guitars and Juha
Ruokangas. A special interview with Classical Guitarist David Tanenbaum.

luthier school: The Guitar Player Repair Guide Dan Erlewine, 2007-12 Covers set-up,
maintenance, tuners, acoustic adjustments, nut replacement, fret dressing, refretting, guitar
electronics, finish application and repair, and useful tools.

luthier school: Carpenter Cathleen Small, 2025-08-01 For every practical person, there is a
perfect practical career, and that perfect job might be working as a carpenter. This book will help
young people explore the many different jobs available in carpentry, from working on residential
sites through commercial sites, working in the military, and beyond. It also explains what each job is
like and the qualifications and training needed to land the positions. It sets out earning potential and
discusses how to future-proof a practical career against technological advancements. Important
factors to take on board before embarking on a carpentry career option are explained, including
pros and cons of the job and considerations such as insurance and taxes. The book also provides
plenty of exciting information about why now is an ideal time to pursue a practical career and
highlights how other people have built very successful careers as carpenters. Unhelpful myths
surrounding gender are dispelled, explaining that both men and women can be carpenters. The book
also showcases some inspirational women who have built successful careers in the field. Great tips
and advice about applying for jobs or training are included, along with interview techniques,
questions to ask training providers or employers, and next steps to take. The many benefits of having
a practical career are explored, and the lucrative and satisfying paths people can pursue in this field
are described in detail. The book also emphasizes how being practical is a real asset in today's job
market and why building a career in the trades is a great choice for any young person exploring
their future. It is an ideal career guidance tool for middle school and high school readers.

luthier school: The Contemporary Guitar John Schneider, 2015-08-20 The Contemporary Guitar
traces the extraordinary rise of the instrument in concert music over the past century. Though
recognized worldwide as a popular music icon, the all-to-recent time when the guitar was looked
down upon as a second-class citizen in the world of “serious” music is finally past, and it can now be
found in the scores of the most important composers. The guitar’s rightful place in chamber music,
orchestral music, or as a solo instrument is now without question, whether in the classic acoustic
form or the more recent electric version. While the guitar has stood in the vanguard of musical
experimentation, its many new techniques and notations remain a mystery for many composers and
players. In The Contemporary Guitar, musician and scholar, John Schneider explains each class of
technique and illustrates them with examples. Moreover, because the guitar is easily refretted, it has
also become a leading instrument in the exploration of the relatively new musical language of
microtonality. In this revised and enlarged edition from the original work of three decades ago,
Schneider adds a broad-ranging, entirely new chapter on the instruments, notation and repertoire
with insights into the interpretation of historical works through the application of accurate
contemporary tunings and temperaments. The guitar’s unique timbre—its tone color—is one of the
most versatile among modern instruments, both acoustic and electric. Most players who intuitively
explore the subtleties of tone color will find outlined in The Contemporary Guitar the specific
principles of physics that determine these subtleties which, once mastered, permit guitarists to
control more completely the expressive palette of their instrument. Designated the Rational Method
of Tone Production by its author, Schneider defines in great detail the timbral characteristics of



acoustic and electric instruments from theoretical, physical, and musical viewpoints. Players in
search of new repertoire will find an historical survey of the literature, an exhaustive list of new
music, and a multitude of techniques for bringing such music to life. The Contemporary Guitar
provides audio examples online for those seeking to discover new sounds and includes the notation
to perform them.

luthier school: Quarterly - [The Guild of American Luthiers]. Guild of American Luthiers, 1979

luthier school: The Sound of Life's Unspeakable Beauty Martin Schleske, 2020-04-14
Christianity Today Book Award in Culture and the Arts (2021) “In the final analysis, music is prayer
cast into sound.” One of the greatest luthiers of our time reveals the secrets of his profession—and
how each phase of handcrafting a violin can point us toward our calling, our true selves, and the
overwhelming power and gentleness of God’s love. Schleske explains that our world is flooded with
metaphors, parables, and messages from God. But are we truly listening? Do we really see? Drawing
upon Scripture, his life experiences, and his insights as a master violinmaker, Schleske challenges
readers to understand the world, ourselves, and the Creator in fresh ways. The message of this
unique book is mirrored in sensitive photographs by Donata Wenders, whose work has appeared in
prominent newspapers and magazines, including The New York Times, Rolling Stone, and Esquire,
as well as museums and galleries throughout the world.

luthier school: Learning to Speak Guitar Nathan E. Richardson, 2019-03-12 The guitar has
existed in some form since 1546. In that time a lot has changed. Learning to Speak Guitar: A
Luthier’s Thesaurus explores the one thing that remains mostly unchanged in the guitar
industry—the language. Guitarists and guitar makers have specialized tools and methods for every
aspect of the guitar except an effective and consistent way to discuss and manage things like
tone-wood, humidity, noise, and driver’s seat phenomenon. This book is the missing tool that serves
both sides of the bench by dispelling myths, sharing fresh perspectives, and bringing the guitar
community together. Containing information not found in any other guitar book, Learning to Speak
Guitar is an indispensable tool for all guitar lovers. This book has five sections, each containing
specific topics and tools for handling musical language. The first section introduces the book,
guitars, and lutherie. Section two focuses on the guitar as seen through aural, visual, and haptic
experiences with the luthier’s views also considered. The third section addresses technical topics
including the merits and mythology of tone-wood, the importance of flatness, and relative humidity
for guitars while section four presents practical troubleshooting and discussion techniques. The last
section is a complete thesaurus of guitar terms containing over 370 entries including guitar
anatomy, colors, construction methods and materials, sounds and noises, woods, and repair
techniques. The book closes with tables of the physical properties of guitar woods and metals,
options for alternative guitar woods, and a 400 year chronology.

luthier school: Acoustic Guitar Owner's Manual String Letter Publishing, Hal Leonard
Publishing Corporation, 2000 (String Letter Publishing). Acoustic guitarists can now better
understand their instruments, preserve and protect their value, and get the sounds they really want,
thanks to this new book from the experts at Acoustic Guitar magazine. This indispensable guide
begins by acquainting players with their instruments and laying to rest some pervasive guitar myths,
then proceeds through various aspects of basic care, setup, common repairs, and pickup installation.
Whether it's cleaning and polishing a beloved guitar, protecting it from theft or changes in humidity,
selecting a case, or performing diagnostics, readers will become more savvy acoustic guitar owners
and repair-shop customers and can forego dubious advice from well-meaning friends and anonymous
experts on the Web. Includes a primer and glossary of terms.

luthier school: It's A Doggy-Dog World Jerry Travis, 2008-12-05

luthier school: The Strat in the Attic 2 Deke Dickerson, 2014-11-01 Don’t fret! The music
historian and guitar sleuth brings you more astounding stories of rare guitar finds and the legends
who owned them. Do you dream of finding a 1954 Stratocaster or 1952 Gibson Les Paul online, at a
garage sale, or in the local penny saver? How about virtually rubbing elbows with one of your
favorite rock legends? Following up his first-of-its-kind The Strat in the Attic, musician, journalist,



and “guitarchaeologist” Deke Dickerson shares the stories behind dozens of more astounding finds
including: A rarer-than-hens-teeth 1966 Hallmark Swept-Wing that originally belonged to Robbie
Krieger of the Doors, stashed away in an attic in Alaska for forty years! A crazy-valuable 1958
Gibson Flying V belonging to a Chicago bluesman—who, it turns out, also happens to have an
equally rare 1958 Gibson Explorer! An out-of-the-blue, a “to whom it may concern” email leads the
author to a trailer park in Salem, Oregon, where one of Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys’ original
1940s Epiphone Emperor archtops is waiting to be purchased for a song! Luthier R.C. Allen relates
the tales of buying Nat “King” Cole Trio guitarist Oscar Moore’s Stromberg Master 400 archtop and
of being gifted a 1953 Standel amp from Merle Travis! Buddy Merrill, the amazingly talented
guitarist from the Lawrence Welk show, gives his 1970 Micro-Frets Huntington to the author, but
only if he “promises to PRACTICE.” Photos of the guitars and other exciting memorabilia round out a
package that no vintage-guitar aficionado will want to be without! “The man knows how to tell a
great story.” —Jonathan Kellerman, #1 New York Times-bestselling author

luthier school: The Classical Guitar John Morrish, 2002 Offering essays by the world's top
experts in a full-color, coffee-table quality book, this is the first work to tell the complete story of the
classical guitar and its repertoire, players and makers - from its 19th century European roots to
modern international interpretations. This handsome softcover volume features lavish photography
of classical guitars made by the best luthiers in the world. Additional essays cover use of the
classical guitar in pop music, different playing and teaching techniques, the collectors' market, and
the science of the guitar. It also features profiles of legendary artists such as Andres Segovia, Julian
Bream and John Williams, plus a full discography, a glossary, an index, a bibliography, and a guitar
measurement chart.
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ARBOL de la VIDA Tejido a crochet - YouTube Celebramos II Encuentro Anual de Tejedoras de
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vida a crochet con esta tutorial paso a paso. Descarga patrones, los mejores materiales y técnicas, y
crea una hermosa pieza para decorar tu hogar

Arbol de la vida a crochet - Patrones gratis Tutorial para aprender como hacer un bonito arbol
de la vida tejido a crochet o ganchillo. Es muy facil y rapido de hacer y el resultado es muy positivo,
queda precioso

Arbol De La Vida a Crochet - Pinterest Discover Pinterest’s best ideas and inspiration for Arbol
de la vida a crochet. Get inspired and try out new things. 2k people searched this Last updated 1w
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Aprende a crear esta pieza Unica con este
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