
loomis method for anime faces
loomis method for anime faces is a fundamental drawing technique adapted from the classical
Loomis method, specifically tailored to create stylized and proportionate anime faces. This approach
provides artists with a structured framework to break down complex facial anatomy into simple,
manageable shapes, making it easier to maintain consistency and expressiveness in anime character
design. The Loomis method for anime faces emphasizes the use of basic geometric forms such as
spheres and planes, which serve as the foundation for constructing heads with accurate perspective
and balanced facial features. By mastering this method, artists can efficiently sketch dynamic poses
and angles, improving their overall character illustration skills. This article explores the origins, key
principles, step-by-step application, and practical tips for effectively using the Loomis method when
drawing anime faces. Additionally, it discusses common challenges and how to overcome them,
ensuring a comprehensive understanding suitable for both beginners and advanced artists.
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Understanding the Loomis Method and Its Adaptation
for Anime
The Loomis method, originally developed by Andrew Loomis, is a widely respected technique in
traditional figure drawing that emphasizes constructing the human head using basic geometric
shapes and planes. This method aids artists in visualizing the three-dimensional form of the head
and understanding the spatial relationships between facial features. When adapted for anime, the
Loomis method modifies these principles to fit the exaggerated and stylized characteristics typical of
anime art, such as larger eyes, simplified noses, and varied face shapes.

Origins of the Loomis Method
The Loomis method stems from Andrew Loomis’s instructional books, which focus on realistic human
anatomy. It teaches artists to start with a sphere to represent the cranium, then add the jawline and
planes of the face to define structure. This foundation allows for accurate placement of eyes, nose,
mouth, and ears within consistent proportions, which is crucial for drawing heads from multiple
angles.



Adapting the Method for Anime Style
Anime faces diverge from realism by emphasizing expressive features and simplified anatomy. The
Loomis method is adapted by altering the proportions, such as enlarging the eye sockets and
softening the jawline. The technique maintains its core geometric approach, which helps artists
maintain consistency in stylization and perspective while allowing flexibility to personalize
characters.

Fundamental Shapes and Proportions in Anime Faces
Building anime faces using the Loomis method involves understanding the essential shapes and
proportion rules that define the style. Simplification is key, and the technique uses circles, ovals, and
lines to map out the head's structure and feature placement.

Basic Geometric Shapes
The initial step in the Loomis method for anime faces is to draw a circle representing the cranium.
From this circle, the jawline is constructed by adding angular or curved shapes depending on the
character’s age and gender. The head is divided into planes that help determine lighting and feature
orientation.

Proportions Specific to Anime
Anime faces typically feature larger eyes and smaller noses and mouths. Proportions vary depending
on the intended style, but common guidelines include:

The eyes positioned roughly halfway down the head, but appearing larger than in realistic
proportions.

The nose placed slightly below the midpoint between the eyes and chin.

The mouth located closer to the nose, often within a third of the lower face segment.

The jawline can be softer or more angular based on character traits.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Anime Faces Using the
Loomis Method
This section breaks down the drawing process into clear, manageable steps to apply the Loomis
method effectively for anime face creation.



Step 1: Drawing the Basic Head Shape
Begin by sketching a circle that represents the cranium. Mark the center vertical line to establish
the face’s symmetry and a horizontal line to indicate the brow level. Proceed to add the jawline,
adjusting its shape according to the character’s age and style.

Step 2: Dividing the Face Into Proportional Sections
Use horizontal guidelines to segment the face into thirds or quarters, helping to position the eyes,
nose, and mouth accurately. In anime, these divisions may be adjusted to accommodate stylistic
choices, such as enlarging the eye area.

Step 3: Placing Facial Features
Draw the eyes along the horizontal eye line with exaggerated size but correct placement relative to
the head shape. Add the nose and mouth following the proportion guidelines. Use simple shapes
initially, refining details later.

Step 4: Constructing the Neck and Hairline
Sketch the neck based on the angle of the head and add the hairline by following the curvature of
the skull. Hair shapes in anime are stylized but should adhere to the head’s volume for realism.

Step 5: Refining and Detailing
Erase unnecessary construction lines and enhance facial features with more precise shapes and
shading. Pay attention to expression and personality, which are vital in anime art.

Advanced Techniques and Tips for Refining Anime
Faces
Once the basic structure is mastered, further refinement techniques help to bring anime faces to life
with greater depth and personality.

Using Perspective and Angles
The Loomis method excels in helping artists depict heads from various angles. Practice rotating the
basic sphere and adjusting feature placement to maintain correct perspective and three-
dimensionality.



Emphasizing Expression Through Feature Placement
Adjusting the shape and positioning of eyes, eyebrows, and mouth can dramatically change the
character’s emotion. The Loomis framework provides a stable base to experiment with expression
without losing proportion.

Incorporating Lighting and Shadow
Understanding the planes of the face allows for realistic light and shadow application, adding
volume and depth to anime faces. This enhances the visual impact even in stylized drawings.

Common Challenges and Solutions When Using the
Loomis Method
Artists often encounter specific difficulties when applying the Loomis method to anime faces.
Identifying these challenges and knowing how to address them improves skill and efficiency.

Maintaining Consistency Across Different Angles
One challenge is preserving consistent proportions when drawing characters from multiple
viewpoints. Using the Loomis spheres and construction lines helps maintain uniformity and prevent
feature distortion.

Balancing Stylization and Structural Accuracy
Anime’s exaggerated features can conflict with realistic anatomy. The solution lies in adjusting the
Loomis guidelines to fit stylization while keeping the underlying structure intact, ensuring
characters remain believable and appealing.

Overcoming Difficulty with Facial Expressions
Expressive faces require subtle changes that can disrupt proportions. Practicing with the Loomis
grid and studying facial muscle movement aids in creating dynamic and emotive anime faces without
losing structural integrity.

Start with simple shapes and gradually add detail.1.

Use reference images to understand variations in anime styles.2.

Practice drawing heads from multiple angles regularly.3.

Experiment with proportions while adhering to basic Loomis principles.4.



Study light and shadow to enhance three-dimensionality.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Loomis method for drawing anime faces?
The Loomis method is a drawing technique developed by artist Andrew Loomis that breaks down the
human head into simple geometric shapes. When applied to anime faces, it helps artists create
accurate and proportionate facial structures by starting with a sphere and adding guidelines for
facial features.

How does the Loomis method help improve anime face
proportions?
The Loomis method provides a structured approach to placing facial features by using construction
lines and planes of the head. This ensures that eyes, nose, mouth, and ears are positioned correctly
and symmetrically, which is essential for maintaining consistent anime face proportions.

Can the Loomis method be adapted specifically for anime or
manga styles?
Yes, the Loomis method can be adapted for anime and manga by simplifying the features and
exaggerating certain aspects like larger eyes or smaller noses. The fundamental head construction
remains useful, but artists tweak proportions to match the stylistic traits of anime characters.

What are the basic steps in using the Loomis method for
drawing anime faces?
The basic steps include: 1) Drawing a sphere to represent the cranium, 2) Adding a centerline to
indicate the face's symmetry, 3) Sketching the jawline to form the chin and shape of the face, 4)
Drawing horizontal guidelines for the eyes, nose, and mouth, and 5) Placing and refining facial
features according to anime style.

Are there any common mistakes when using the Loomis
method for anime faces?
Common mistakes include rigidly following realistic proportions without adapting to anime style,
misplacing guidelines leading to asymmetry, and neglecting to adjust the jawline and chin shape for
different character types. It's important to balance Loomis fundamentals with stylistic flexibility.

Where can I find tutorials or resources to learn the Loomis



method for anime faces?
You can find tutorials on platforms like YouTube, art websites such as DeviantArt, and online
courses on sites like Skillshare or Udemy. Additionally, Andrew Loomis's original books on figure
drawing, though focused on realism, provide a solid foundation that can be adapted to anime styles.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Loomis Method for Anime Faces
This book offers a comprehensive guide to applying the Loomis method specifically to anime-style
faces. It breaks down the complex anatomy into simple geometric shapes, making it easier for artists
to understand facial proportions and structure. With step-by-step instructions and visual examples,
readers can develop a solid foundation in drawing expressive and well-proportioned anime
characters.

2. Anime Portraits Using the Loomis Technique
Focused on creating detailed anime portraits, this book demonstrates how the Loomis method can
be adapted to capture the unique stylistic features of anime characters. It covers head construction,
facial features placement, and shading techniques to bring characters to life. Ideal for intermediate
artists looking to refine their portrait skills.

3. The Loomis Approach to Dynamic Anime Faces
This title explores how to use the Loomis method to create dynamic and expressive anime faces in
various poses and angles. It emphasizes understanding the head's three-dimensional form to achieve
accurate perspective and emotional impact. Readers will find exercises designed to enhance their
ability to draw faces from imagination.

4. Foundations of Anime Face Drawing with Loomis
A beginner-friendly introduction to the Loomis method tailored for anime artists, this book breaks
down the basics of head construction and facial anatomy. It includes practical tips for simplifying
complex shapes and maintaining consistent proportions. Perfect for those new to anime art or the
Loomis approach.

5. Advanced Loomis Techniques for Anime Character Design
This book delves into advanced concepts of the Loomis method, focusing on character design and
customization of anime faces. It teaches how to modify standard proportions to create diverse and
unique characters while maintaining structural integrity. The book also covers lighting, expression,
and stylistic variations.

6. Expressive Anime Faces: Loomis Method in Practice
Here, the focus is on capturing emotions through the Loomis method applied to anime faces. The
author explains how to manipulate facial features and head angles to convey different feelings
effectively. The book includes numerous examples and practice sketches to help artists develop
emotional depth in their drawings.

7. 3D Head Construction for Anime Artists Using Loomis
This book emphasizes the three-dimensional construction of anime heads using the Loomis method.
It teaches how to visualize and build the head in space, aiding artists in drawing characters from any
angle. The guide includes anatomical insights and tips for maintaining consistency in complex poses.



8. Step-by-Step Anime Faces with the Loomis Method
A practical workbook that leads artists through the process of drawing anime faces step-by-step
using the Loomis technique. It includes exercises, templates, and progressive challenges to build
confidence and skill. Suitable for artists of all skill levels aiming to improve their structural drawing
abilities.

9. The Art of Anime Heads: Loomis Method Simplified
This book simplifies the Loomis method to make it accessible to anime artists focused on speed and
efficiency. It highlights essential shapes and lines needed to construct anime heads quickly without
sacrificing accuracy. Readers will find it useful for both sketching and detailed character design
workflows.

Loomis Method For Anime Faces
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immeasurable. The act of building and developing a character is not just linked to the construction
of the figure: each character has its own shape, personality and attributes. The artist must take into
consideration these qualities in order to build a character that is plausible in the eye of the audience.
To get some inspiration, have a look at the lessons to draw hundreds of Characters from Blossom Art
Studio.This book contains step by step instructions of how to draw your favorite Anime Characters in
a picture book format. Art grids are used to help improve your work by breaking down intimidating
imagery into more manageable portions. The grid basically divides the original image into smaller
blocks so that you can more easily see what belongs where. This can help you create more natural,
effortless artwork, and increase your understanding of shapes, composition and color. The grid
method has been used by artists for centuries as a tool to creating correct proportions.In this book
you will learn to draw following characters: Aikawa Taeko, Ali al-Saachez, Arthur Pendragon,
Benkei, Chikara Ennoshita, Doushin, Fujimaki, Hanako, Kanade Tachibana, Ko Yasaka, Mazarin,
Mikan Noyamano, Montmorency, Nakamura Kyoujirou, Orihara Masaya.All the steps in this book are
visually depicted in a very detailed manner and are self explanatory. Hence there are no written
instructions required. I hope that you enjoy this book.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime Faces Book 2 Parikh Publication,
2016-01-06 Drawing Anime Faces : Pencil Drawings Step by Step Easy steps and you can draw!
Start with basic Simple Anime face sketch and you will be drawing graceful sketches in no time! The
step by step drawings technique give you room to practice your drawing talent. Many different faces
for you to try - you can even color the finished drawings if you like! Ideal for ages 3 to 11 years,
preschool to grade 5.
  loomis method for anime faces: Drawing Anime Faces : Learn to Draw Manga (Book 1)
Shizou Kubo, 2018-02-07 The pleasure of creating a Manga character is immeasurable. The act of
building and developing a character is not just linked to the construction of the figure: each
character has its own shape, personality and attributes. The artist must take into consideration these
qualities in order to build a character that is plausible in the eye of the audience. To get some
inspiration, have a look at the lessons to draw hundreds of Characters from Blossom Art Studio.This
book contains step by step instructions of how to draw your favorite Amine in a picture book format.
Art grids are used to help improve your work by breaking down intimidating imagery into more
manageable portions. The grid basically divides the original image into smaller blocks so that you
can more easily see what belongs where. This can help you create more natural, effortless artwork,
and increase your understanding of shapes, composition and color. The grid method has been used
by artists for centuries as a tool to creating correct proportions.In this book you will learn to draw
following characters: Arthur Randall, Chigusa Hanamura, Goro Sasabe, Inori Hiiragi, Kanbei, Koushi
Sugawara, Mahha Noriko, Miki Hiiragi, Naegleria Nebiros, Noda, Reiji Shiratori, Saitou, Taro
Mitsuki, Wales, Zomb.All the steps in this book are visually depicted in a very detailed manner and
are self explanatory. Hence there are no written instructions required. I hope that you enjoy this
book.
  loomis method for anime faces: Drawing Anime Faces and Feelings Studio Hard Deluxe,
2020-11-24 Big facial expressions are essential to anime and manga. They can be much more
eloquent than printed words for getting an emotional response out of viewers. However, faces can
be challenging. With this book, improve your anime-drawing skills with instruction for facial features
and expressions for a wide variety of ages, character types, hair styles and activities. With 800
different facial expressions, you'll be able to draw your character in any emotional situation or with
any reaction.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime Perfect Faces Meru Illustrations,
2020-09-18 Learning to draw anime faces step by step is essential for every cartoonist, you may see
it very complicated but the reason is the lack of practice and the technique you use, but today you
can change that. With the tips and illustrations that I will show you, you will learn how to draw
anime caracas like a professional. Here I show you step-by-step methods and techniques so that you
can draw freely, you can use your imagination, and draw any position easily and simply. To start our



drawing, we will need a pencil and paper, then we will get to work.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Manga Faces for Beginners : Drawing Anime
Faces (Book 3) Shizou Kubo, 2018-02-07 The pleasure of creating a Manga character is
immeasurable. The act of building and developing a character is not just linked to the construction
of the figure: each character has its own shape, personality and attributes. The artist must take into
consideration these qualities in order to build a character that is plausible in the eye of the audience.
To get some inspiration, have a look at the lessons to draw hundreds of Characters from Blossom Art
Studio. This book contains step by step instructions of how to draw your favorite Anime Characters
in a picture book format. Art grids are used to help improve your work by breaking down
intimidating imagery into more manageable portions. The grid basically divides the original image
into smaller blocks so that you can more easily see what belongs where. This can help you create
more natural, effortless artwork, and increase your understanding of shapes, composition and color.
The grid method has been used by artists for centuries as a tool to creating correct proportions.In
this book you will learn to draw following characters: Arthur A. Angel, Cheng Long Liu, Freya,
Hinata Rintarou, Jilltail, Kirara, Magaki Kouji, Mello, Moe Wakaba, Naraku, Orin Miyashiro, Ryuji
Kurosaki, Sojiro Izumi, Tomita Mari, Yoshida Shouyou.All the steps in this book are visually depicted
in a very detailed manner and are self explanatory. Hence there are no written instructions required.
I hope that you enjoy this book.
  loomis method for anime faces: Drawing and Painting Anime and Manga Faces Nao
Yazawa, 2021-08-31 In this follow-up to Manga Drawing Deluxe, manga artist/author Nao Yazawa’s
inaugural how-to-draw title, Drawing and Painting Anime and Manga Faces demonstrates how to
draw expressive key characters, from warriors to magical girls to chibis.
  loomis method for anime faces: How To Draw Anime and Manga Faces Alex Lairy,
2021-04-15 Do you or someone you know love anime or manga characters? Ever wanted to know
how to draw their faces? If so, this How To Draw book is just what you've been looking for! The
personality of a anime character begins with the face: the head, the features, the expressions and
the poses. Get that right and you can create a memorable personality.Not only are the faces fun to
draw, they'll also help beginners master the basics of shape development and understand the
fundamentals of form and dimension. For kids and adult.Take this book, enhance your drawing
skills, and get your portraits to the next level!
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime (Includes Anime, Manga and Chibi)
Part 1 Drawing Anime Faces Joseph Stevenson, 2020-03-26 How to draw Anime Learn to draw
Anime today with the number one how to draw Anime book currently on Amazon. #1
BestsellerLearn to Draw Anime Does your child, tween, or teen love Anime and drawing Anime? This
book will teach them in an easy way how to draw Anime of all kinds. It starts with the basics and
teaches them step by step the process of drawing Anime in a fun way. This book will teach your child
how to draw, step by step, with the easiest approach possible...by using simple shapes. Each tutorial
makes learning how to draw Anime as simple as possible. Joseph Stevenson has been teaching kids
how to draw for almost ten years now, and his drawing techniques really work! With this no-tears
strategy, learning how to draw is fun for children as young as 5 years old, but also works for adults
and teens. Learning to draw Anime is fun for kids, but even more fun when it comes easy to them.
This book does just that...makes drawing fun and easy for everyone. This book will turn your child
into the artist that he or she wants to be. Each animal drawing lesson is a step by step process. Each
tutorial is broken down into the simplest of steps that can be followed by most people. This book is
for both boys and girls, and is good for kids of most age ranges, but is best for kids aged 9-12 - but if
your kids are 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, etc, they will all have fun trying these drawing
tutorials out. Have fun drawing the day away! Find detailed instructions inside on how to draw:
Anime Manga Chibi Anime Eyes Anime Hair Anime Girls Anime Boys Manga Girls and many more!
Learn how to draw Anime with step by step guides. You will learn to draw Anime using shapes,
templates, lines and many more. Some Anime are easy and others are harder. Great for yourself or
as a gift! Frequently Asked Questions How Long Will it Take to Learn to Draw Anime? Student's



abilities are different and learning to draw Anime can take some time. We have found though with
daily practice that most students can learn to draw Anime within 1 - 2 months of starting with our
learn to draw Anime book. What drawing tools will I need? We recommend a set of colored pencils
and a drawing pad. However learning to draw can be done with a basic pencil and copy paper as
well. If you are just getting started we would suggest getting basic tools to make sure you enjoy
drawing first. Is this book for beginners or advanced artists? This book will be a great tool for
beginners or advanced artists looking to get better at drawing Anime. The drawings do have some
detail to them but that is always on the last step making it easy for beginner students to start out
with the simpler version and then work to get better at the advanced versions. Are there any other
books I can buy that will help me? Yes! Joseph Stevenson has multiple books on how to draw
everything from Anime to people. You can find all of Joseph's books on Amazon or other major
bookstores. Joseph has been teaching people how to draw for the last 25 years and has a lot of great
content out there. What if I'm just not good at drawing? Everyone can draw! It may take time and
practice but we have never met anyone that couldn't get better at drawing with a little guidance and
practice! If you buy the book however and still feel like you just can get it please feel free to return it
for a full refund no questions asked. This book is an official Joseph Stevenson Drawing product from
Golden Valley Press. Not approved to be copied in any way digital or otherwise.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime Faces Volume 3 P. B. Epublisher,
2016-11-30 Nothing satisfies anime artists more than creating original characters for comics and
graphic novels-and bestselling author Christopher Hart helps them achieve this goal. He provides
insight into the seven most popular anime types.
  loomis method for anime faces: How To Draw Anime and Manga Faces Alex Kudi, 2021-01-07
Do you or someone you know love anime or manga characters? Ever wanted to know how to draw
their faces? If so, this How To Draw book is just what you've been looking for! The personality of a
anime character begins with the face: the head, the features, the expressions and the poses. Get that
right and you can create a memorable personality.Not only are the faces fun to draw, they'll also
help beginners master the basics of shape development and understand the fundamentals of form
and dimension. For kids and adult.Take this book, enhance your drawing skills, and get your
portraits to the next level!
  loomis method for anime faces: EASY to DRAW Anime and Manga FACES + EMOTIONS
Sunlife Drawing, 2017-11-20 Are you a fan of ANIME & MANGA? Are you looking for a DRAWING
TUTORIAL of Anime FACES and EMOTIONS? This book is a great choice for you! It is a STEP by
STEP guide that will show you how EASY to DRAW 28 different Anime & Manga EMOTIONS on
various FACES. You will be ABLE to DRAW each face in just 5 EASY to follow STEPS. In addition,
there are short INSTRUCTION of the main distinctive futures for every face. It will help you to
UNDERSTAND the DIFFERENCE between various emotions and will make the DRAWING process
EASIER and INTERESTING. Grab this book and ENJOY DRAWING! The LIST of FACES and
EMOTIONS you will find in this book: Boy in Calmness Smiling Girl Joyful Girl Laughing Boy Girl
with the Tears of Joy Trembling Girl Impatient Woman Irritated Man Severe Irritated Girl Angry Boy
Girl in a Stupor Boy in a Strong Stupor Frightened Boy Disappointed Woman Crying Woman
Weeping Woman Sobbing Teenager Puzzled Girl Astonished Woman A Greatly Amazed Boy Tired Old
Man A Girl in Disgust A Boy with Tongue Out Girl in Love Sleeping Woman Angry and Puzzled Boy
Bored Girl Winking Girl
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime Faces Volume 1 P. B. Epublisher,
2016-11-30 Nothing satisfies anime artists more than creating original characters for comics and
graphic novels-and bestselling author Christopher Hart helps them achieve this goal. He provides
insight into the seven most popular anime types.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime Faces Volume 2 P. B. Epublisher,
2016-11-30 Nothing satisfies anime artists more than creating original characters for comics and
graphic novels-and bestselling author Christopher Hart helps them achieve this goal. He provides
insight into the seven most popular anime types.



  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime and Manga Faces: a Step by Step
Drawing Guide for Kids, Teens and Adults Shinjuku Shinjuku Press, 2021-09-20 Master your inner
artist and discover how you can begin drawing anime faces with ease! With step-by-step instructions
and easy-to-follow advice, this fun and detailed drawing book reveals how you can begin drawing
anime faces and characters in next to no time! Covering everything from basic head shapes to eyes,
noses, ears, mouths and more, you'll also find out how you can begin mapping entire faces to draw
flawless, stunning illustrations for a wide range of expressions and situations. Whether you're an
aspiring artist who wants to improve your skills and try new things, or an anime fan who wants to
get into drawing for the very first time, How To Draw Anime Faces sets you up with an easy,
rewarding, and enjoyable way to bring your creativity to life. Book details: Contains Simple,
Step-By-Step Advice For Anime Fans of All Ages and Drawing Skill Levels Helps You Practice Your
Drawing Skills and Become Confident With Your Artistic Abilities Covers All Important Features In
Detail, Including Eyes, Mouths, Noses, Ears and Face Mapping A Wonderful Gift Idea For Birthdays,
Christmas, Holidays and Special Occasions And Much More! So if you've always wanted to try your
hand at drawing anime or manga, or if you're looking for a brilliant present for a friend, relative, or
family member, then you've come to the right place. Ready to get started drawing anime? Then
scroll up and grab your copy today!
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime & Manga Faces Vanessa Pucci,
2020-12-23 With these easy-to-follow templates, anyone can create and draw absolutely amazing
anime characters.
  loomis method for anime faces: How to Draw Anime & Manga Faces Vanessa Pucci,
2021-04-23 THIS BOOK HELPS YOU TO KNOW HOW ARTISTS DRAW MANGA AND ANIME FACES
STEP BY STEENJOY IT
  loomis method for anime faces: Young Artists Draw Anime Faces Eva C. McCoy,
2021-11-10 *When you want to learn to draw, a book is the best teacher for you *In this book, you
will learn to draw anime characters' Faces step by step in an easy and professional manner *Follow
the steps and over time you will learn to draw the Faces of the anime characters very well *This
book is suitable for Kids and Adults *Enjoy with the book and start learning to draw anime
characters step by step
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