
liturgical year

liturgical year is a fundamental aspect of Christian worship, structuring the annual cycle of seasons,
feasts, and celebrations that commemorate the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This
sacred calendar guides believers through a spiritual journey of reflection, penitence, joy, and renewal.
The liturgical year incorporates various seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary
Time, each holding distinct theological significance and traditions. Understanding the liturgical year
enriches the experience of worship and enhances the comprehension of Christian doctrine. This
article explores the history, structure, and key components of the liturgical year, along with its
variations across different Christian denominations. Readers will gain insight into the symbolism,
rituals, and purpose behind this cyclical observance, deepening appreciation for its role in Christian
life and liturgy.
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History and Origin of the Liturgical Year
The liturgical year has its roots in the early Christian Church as a means to commemorate the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ systematically. Initially, Christian worship focused primarily on the
celebration of Easter, marking the resurrection of Christ. Over time, additional seasons and feasts
were established to honor other significant events such as Christmas, Pentecost, and various saints'
days. The development of the liturgical calendar was influenced by Jewish traditions, Roman festivals,
and theological reflections, evolving into an organized cycle observed by many Christian communities
worldwide. By the fourth century, formal recognition of seasons like Lent and Advent had taken
shape, providing a framework for liturgical worship that continues to guide Christian practice today.

Structure and Seasons of the Liturgical Year
The structure of the liturgical year is cyclical, divided into distinct seasons that highlight different
aspects of Christian faith. These seasons follow one another in a pattern that reflects the narrative of
salvation history, inviting believers to enter more deeply into the mysteries of Christ’s life. Each
season carries specific liturgical themes and scriptural readings, shaping the worship experience
throughout the year.



Advent
Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year and is a season of preparation and anticipation for
the coming of Christ. It typically lasts four weeks, focusing on themes of hope, repentance, and
expectation. Liturgical observances during Advent prepare the faithful for the celebration of Christmas
and the second coming of Christ.

Christmas
The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, emphasizing themes of joy, incarnation,
and divine love. It begins on December 25 and extends for twelve days, culminating in the Feast of
the Epiphany, which commemorates the visit of the Magi to the newborn Jesus.

Ordinary Time
Ordinary Time occurs twice in the liturgical year: once between the Christmas season and Lent, and
again after Pentecost until Advent. It is a period focused on the ongoing life and teachings of Jesus.
Despite its name, Ordinary Time is rich in spiritual reflection and growth within the Christian journey.

Lent
Lent is a penitential season lasting forty days, leading up to Easter. It is characterized by fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving, encouraging believers to reflect on sin, repentance, and renewal. Lent
commemorates Jesus’ forty days of fasting in the wilderness and prepares the faithful for the passion
and resurrection of Christ.

Easter
The Easter season is the most important and joyous part of the liturgical year, celebrating the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. This season lasts fifty days and concludes with Pentecost, which
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, empowering them for mission and
ministry.

Major Feasts and Celebrations
The liturgical year includes numerous feasts and solemnities that highlight key moments in the life of
Jesus, Mary, and the saints. These celebrations often involve special liturgies, prayers, and community
gatherings that emphasize the spiritual significance of the events commemorated.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception: Celebrates Mary’s conception free from original sin.

Feast of the Annunciation: Marks the announcement by the angel Gabriel to Mary that she
would conceive Jesus.



Feast of the Transfiguration: Commemorates the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain.

All Saints’ Day: Honors all the saints, known and unknown.

Christ the King: Celebrates the sovereignty of Christ over all creation, concluding the liturgical
year.

Liturgical Colors and Symbols
Colors and symbols play a significant role in the liturgical year, visually expressing the themes and
moods of each season. These elements enhance the worship experience by providing sensory cues
that connect the congregation with the spiritual message of the liturgy.

Liturgical Colors
Each season and feast in the liturgical year is associated with specific colors, which are reflected in
vestments, altar linens, and decorations. The primary liturgical colors include:

Purple: Used during Advent and Lent to symbolize penance and preparation.

White: Signifies purity and joy, used during Christmas, Easter, and major solemnities.

Green: Represents hope and life, predominant in Ordinary Time.

Red: Symbolizes the Holy Spirit and martyrdom, used on Pentecost and feasts of martyrs.

Rose: A lighter purple used on the third Sunday of Advent and the fourth Sunday of Lent,
symbolizing joy amidst penitence.

Symbols
Various symbols such as the Advent wreath, the Paschal candle, and the crucifix enrich the liturgical
year. These tangible elements help convey theological truths and invite deeper participation in the
sacred mysteries celebrated throughout the year.

Variations in the Liturgical Year Across Denominations
While the core structure of the liturgical year is shared among many Christian traditions, notable
differences exist in how various denominations observe it. These variations reflect distinct theological
emphases, historical developments, and liturgical customs.



Roman Catholic Church
The Roman Catholic Church follows the General Roman Calendar, which outlines the liturgical year
with precise feast days, seasons, and proper readings. It includes a rich tradition of saints’ feast days
and solemnities.

Eastern Orthodox Church
The Eastern Orthodox liturgical calendar differs in some feast dates due to the use of the Julian
calendar. It has unique observances such as the Great Lent and the Paschal cycle, with an emphasis
on liturgical chant and iconography.

Protestant Denominations
Many Protestant churches, including Anglican, Lutheran, and Methodist, observe the liturgical year
but may simplify or adapt certain seasons and feasts. Some evangelical communities emphasize the
major celebrations of Christmas and Easter while placing less focus on saints’ days.

Significance and Spiritual Impact of the Liturgical Year
The liturgical year serves as a spiritual rhythm for the Christian community, fostering ongoing growth
in faith and holiness. By cycling through the narrative of Christ’s life annually, believers are invited to
continually renew their relationship with God and deepen their understanding of salvation.

This sacred calendar also unites Christians across time and geography, connecting contemporary
worshipers with centuries of tradition. Participation in the liturgical year encourages a holistic
approach to spirituality, integrating scripture, prayer, and communal celebration. Ultimately, the
liturgical year shapes the Christian identity and sustains the vibrancy of liturgical worship throughout
the church year.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the liturgical year in Christianity?
The liturgical year, also known as the Christian calendar, is a cycle of seasons and feasts observed in
many Christian denominations to commemorate the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as
well as other significant events in the Christian faith.

What are the main seasons of the liturgical year?
The main seasons of the liturgical year are Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter, and
sometimes Ordinary Time is divided into two parts. Each season has specific themes and liturgical
colors associated with it.



How does the liturgical year affect church services?
The liturgical year dictates the readings, prayers, colors of vestments, and hymns used during church
services, helping worshippers focus on different aspects of Christian theology and history throughout
the year.

When does the liturgical year begin?
The liturgical year typically begins with the season of Advent, which starts four Sundays before
Christmas, marking the beginning of the Christian liturgical calendar.

Why is the liturgical year important for Christians?
The liturgical year is important because it provides a structured way for Christians to remember and
celebrate key events in the life of Jesus and the Church, deepening their faith and spiritual growth
through a rhythm of worship and reflection.

Additional Resources
1. The Liturgical Year: The Spiraling Adventure of the Spiritual Life
This classic work by Abbot Prosper Guéranger offers an in-depth exploration of the Christian liturgical
calendar. It guides readers through the seasons and feasts of the Church year, providing rich
historical context and spiritual reflections. This book is ideal for those seeking to deepen their
understanding of Catholic worship and spirituality.

2. For All the Saints: A Prayer Book for and by the Church
This beautifully crafted prayer book aligns with the liturgical year, offering prayers, readings, and
reflections for Sundays and feast days. It is designed to support personal and communal prayer
throughout the Church calendar. The book combines traditional and contemporary texts, making it
accessible for modern worshippers.

3. Year of Grace: A Scriptural and Liturgical Guide to the Christian Year
A comprehensive resource for understanding the scriptural foundations of each liturgical season, this
book connects biblical readings with the rhythms of the Church year. It is useful for clergy, catechists,
and laypeople who want to enrich their worship experience. The author provides practical insights and
thematic reflections for each season.

4. The Seasons of the Sacraments: Celebrating the Liturgical Year
Focusing on the sacraments, this book explores how the liturgical calendar shapes and enhances
sacramental celebrations. It offers theological background and pastoral suggestions for feasts like
Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. This work is particularly helpful for those involved in liturgical
planning and catechesis.

5. Living the Liturgical Year: Time to Journey with God
This book encourages readers to live more intentionally within the liturgical year by providing
meditations, prayers, and practical activities for each season. It emphasizes the spiritual journey and
growth that come with following the Church calendar. Suitable for individuals and families, it fosters a
deeper connection to the sacred rhythms of faith.



6. The Liturgical Year: Its History and Its Meaning After the Reform of the Liturgy
Offering a historical overview of the development of the liturgical calendar, this book also addresses
changes introduced by the Second Vatican Council. It explains the significance of various feasts and
seasons in light of liturgical reforms. The text is scholarly yet accessible, making it valuable for
students and clergy alike.

7. Walking the Christian Year: Reflections on the Lessons and Hymns of the Church Calendar
This reflective guide combines scripture, hymnody, and commentary to illuminate each week of the
liturgical year. It invites readers to engage deeply with the themes of the Church calendar through
thoughtful meditation. The book is an excellent resource for personal devotion or group study.

8. Symbols and Seasons: Understanding the Liturgical Year
Focused on the rich symbolism embedded in the Church calendar, this book explores colors, rituals,
and traditions associated with each liturgical season. It helps readers appreciate the visual and
sensory aspects of worship throughout the year. This work is especially useful for those involved in
liturgical arts and education.

9. Feasting on the Word: Yearly Meditations on the Liturgical Calendar
This collection of essays and meditations offers spiritual nourishment aligned with the liturgical year’s
themes. Written by a variety of authors, it provides diverse perspectives on scripture and tradition.
The book is designed to inspire both clergy and laity in their spiritual growth and worship life.
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  liturgical year: Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year Peter J. Elliott, 2010-08-06 The liturgy of
the Catholic Church is the action by which Jesus Christ unites the members of the Church in
glorifying God. It makes people holy through words, music, action and signs. The Eucharist is
intended to be the most powerful means of union with our God, with the saints in heaven and with
each other, and is to be a foretaste of the praise of God given in joy by the saints in heaven. As we
move through the whole of the year, the Church is united with the mysteries of Christ's earthly life
so as to come closer to her Lord and Saviour. Monsignor Peter Elliott provides scholarship and many
years' experience and love of the liturgy. His previous work Ceremonies of the Modern Roman Rite
has helped many people to celebrate our liturgy with attention and devotion. This present work is a
guide to the most important moments of the Church year from Advent and Christmas to Holy Week,
Corpus Christi and to the Solemnity of Christ the King. His book has been a long-awaited guide to
those who wish to celebrate the events of the Church year with dignity, devotion, and deep faith.
Monsignor Elliot is one of the most insightful and reliable liturgists writing today. The rubrics of the
Roman Rite are not self-explaining, but with Elliot's work safely in reach, a generation of liturgists
raised without a rich training in tradition can confidently approach the Ritual and be more respectful
of the faithful's fundamental right to sound worship. -Dr. Edward Peters Institute for Pastoral
Theology, Ave Maria University
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year Adolf Adam, 1990 Places the theological and spiritual
elements of the liturgical world against the backdrop of its historical development.
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  liturgical year: Between Memory and Hope Maxwell E. Johnson, 2000 This anthology surveys
the development and theology of the liturgical year in the order of its historical evolution: From
Sabbath to Sunday; From Passover to Pascha (Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost); and From
Pascha to Parousia (Epiphany, Christmas, and Advent). In addition, introductory essays on the
meaning of the liturgical year and a short concluding section on the sanctoral cycle (From Parousia
to Persons) are also provided. While written as a companion to standard works in the field,
beginning with graduate students in liturgy and seminarians, this book is intended for all - pastors,
liturgists, catechists, religious educators - who seek to live according to the Church's theology of
time as it is reflected in its calendar of feasts and seasons. Through feast and fast, through festival
and preparation, the liturgical year celebrates the presence of the already crucified and risen Christ
among us today. Between Memory and Hope shows that to live between past and future, between
memory and hope, is to remember Christ's passion as we encounter his presence among us now and
as we await his coming again in glory. Articles and their contributors are The Liturgical Year:
Studies, Prospects, Reflections, by Robert F. Taft, SJ; Liturgical Time in the Ancient Church: The
State of Research, by Thomas J. Talley; Day of the Lord: Day of Mystery, by H. Boone Porter;
Sunday: The Heart of the Liturgical Year, by Mark Seale; The Frequency of the Celebration of the
Eucharist Throughout History, by Robert F. Taft, SJ; History and Eschatology in the Primitive
Pascha, by Thomas J. Talley; The Origins of Easter, by Paul F. Bradshaw; The Three Days and the
Forty Days, by Patrick Regan, OSB; The Veneration of the Cross, by Patrick Regan, OSB; Holy Week
in the Byzantine Tradition, by Robert F. Taft, SJ; The Origin of Lent at Alexandria, by Thomas J.
Taley; Preparation for Pascha? Lent in Christian Antiquity, by Maxwell E. Johnson; The Fifty Days
and the Fiftieth Day, by Patrick Regan, OSB; Making the Most of Trinity Sunday, by Catherine
Mowry LaCugna; Constantine and Christmas, by Thomas J. Taley; The Origins of Christmas: The
State of the Question, by Susan K. Roll; The Appearance of the Light at the Baptism of Jesus and the
Origins of the Feast of Epiphany, by Gabriele Winkler; The Origins and Evolution of Advent, by
Martin J. Connell; On Feasting the Saints, by John F.Baldovin, SJ; The Marian Liturgical Tradition, by
Kilian McDonnell, OSB; Forgetting and Remembering the Saints, by James F. White; The One
Mediator, the Saints, and Mary: a Lutheran Reflection, by Maxwell E. Johnson; and The Liturgical
Year: Calendar for a Just Community, by John F. Baldovin, SJ. Maxwell E. Johnson, PhD, is an
ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and associate professor of liturgy at
the University of Notre Dame. His articles have appeared frequently in Worship. He is the author
ofLiving Water, Sealing Spirit and The Rites of Christian Initiation: Their Evolution and
Interpretation published by The Liturgical Press.
  liturgical year: The liturgical year Prosper Louis Pascal Guéranger, 1867
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year Daniel Connors, 2005-08
  liturgical year: Saints and Feasts of the Liturgical Year Joseph N. Tylenda, 2003 Revised and
updated edition of the perennial Georgetown University Press classic, Saints of the Liturgical Year,
this beautiful and comfortably sized guide is compact, but brimming with information. This edition
includes over 260 brief biographies, including 33 new entries, as well as a glossary of terms to help
explain the theology of the Roman Catholic Church. Based on the General Roman Calendar,
presently in use in the Roman Catholic Church, it also includes the feasts, Saints, and Blesseds from
the Liturgical Calendar of the Society of Jesus--known as the Jesuits--as officially observed within the
Society of Jesus. Offering inspiration and encouragement, Saints and Feasts of the Liturgical Year
functions as an aid in introducing the faithful to the day's feast or to the saint whose memorial is
being celebrated. As a gift, for personal or group study, and helpful for introducing parishioners to
the history of the church, this book can also be used as a source of ideas for all pastors.
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year Adrien Nocent, 2013 Adrien Nocent's The Liturgical Year
was the first comprehensive commentary on the three-year lectionary in its relation to the
Sacramentary of Paul VI. Now this extraordinary work of applied, postconciliar liturgical scholarship
has been revised and annotated by Paul Turner. While taking care to keep Nocent's voice, the
revision provides: a brief introduction, placing the commentary in its historical context; annotations



that provide a bridge between Nocent's day and our own; explanatory notes on history, culture,
language, and liturgy where needed; gender-inclusive language where appropriate; liturgical texts
that conform to The Roman Missal, Third Edition. As we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Vatican
II's Sacrosanctum Concilium, encounter again or for the first time the still fresh, vibrant scholarship
and pastoral wisdom of Adrien Nocent's The Liturgical Year! (back cover).
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year: The time after Pentecost, v. 5-6. 1903 Prosper Guéranger,
1903
  liturgical year: Eternity Today, Vol. 1 Martin Connell, 2006-11-01 According to Dom Gregory
Dix, the basic shape of the Christian liturgy has remained the same ever since thirteen men met for
supper in an upper room at Jerusalem some two thousand years ago. According to Martin Connell,
the same cannot be said for the liturgical year. The Triduum, or three days of Easter, only emerged
in the fourth century. So, too, did Christmas. Earlier, Epiphany was the birthday of the Savior.
Although a pre-Easter fast of variable length was observed since earliest times, the precise Forty
Day span only appeared, once again, in the fourth century. And that foundational fourth century also
saw the beginnings of the observance of Advent, which actually took centuries to catch on. As
Connell demonstrates in this fascinating book, the varieties of Christian observance emerged in local
communities stretching from Gaul to India and were often born in the struggles that were define
orthodoxy and heresy. Eternity Today is a vade mecum for anyone who wishes to observe the
liturgical year with intelligent devotion. Throughout, Connell aims to recover the theology and
spirituality of the Christian year. As an aid to reflection, he incorporates numerous selections of
contemporary poetry, thereby demonstrating how secular poets can often hit upon a point that finds
its echo in Christian life and ritual. Eternity Today: The Liturgical Year, Volume 1 covers Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Candlemas, and Ordinary Time.
  liturgical year: Earth Unites with Heaven Gerard Moore, 2016-12-31 Where does the word
Easter come from? Why is Lent called Lent? We are immersed in the liturgical year and impelled
across the weeks by the liturgical calendar, but how did it come about? Earth Unites with Heaven
reveals the impulse behind the seasons and ceremonies, the colours and prayers, the structures and
priorities of the liturgical year. The book is a more than a useful guide to the background of our
order of worship. It opens up the way in which time itself is placed at the service of the mystery of
faith in Christ. Each page reveals something of how the paschal mystery is lived in culture, history
and piety. And with this comes the opportunity to revisit our time and place, our culture and piety,
and challenge them afresh with the power of Christ through the ages. In a compact and accessible
form, Earth Unites with Heaven offers us an insight into the larger lines of thought, prayer and
action that underpin the liturgical year, always with an eye to the more interesting and hidden facts,
historical traces and popular devotions that hold our attention captive, and more vitally enrich our
worship and participation. Immensely valuable for insights while preparing various liturgies
throughout the year. It leads to other possible areas of exploration that could very well enrich the
way in which we all celebrate liturgy in our communities. Angela McCarthy, Pastoral Liturgy
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year: Christmas (3rd ed.) Prosper Guřanger, 1904
  liturgical year: An Introduction to the Liturgical Year Inos Biffi, 2009 Inos Biffi and
illustrator Franco Vignazia take readers through the liturgical year, introducing the celebrations of
each season, beginning with Advent and ending with the solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the
King. On each page, readers will find intriguing imagery and enlightening explanations that reveal
the scriptural roots of our observances and immerse readers in the rich symbolism of the Church's
calendar--an annual revolution around the meaning of Christ's Paschal Mystery. Far more than
informative, this book provides a visual and poetic reflection on the spiritual depths of the seasons
and special feasts.
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year Vernon Staley, 1907
  liturgical year: The liturgical year Prosper Guéranger, 1868
  liturgical year: Liturgical Year Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 1992-01-01 A rich treasury of
prayers and liturgies, organized especially for persons who plan and lead worship, that will be useful



in preparing worship each Sunday and for festivals throughout the year.
  liturgical year: Saints and Seasons James McKarns, 2005-08 A major part of the annual
worship experiences in the Catholic Church revolves around the commemoration of the saints. This
book gives a brief history of these outstanding personalities who have been enrolled in the church's
hall of fame. They cover the period from the first to the twentieth century. Some are household
names as St. Peter, the first pope, St. Patrick of Ireland, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Therese, the Little
Flower, of France and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton of Baltimore, Maryland. Some others are lesser
known to us but equally known to the Lord, to whom they dedicated their lives, love and daily
service. Their way of life can be both a guide and inspiration to us on our pilgrim journey through
this world. Just as there are four seasons in our calendar year, so there are four seasons in the
church year. These are Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. This book gives a short commentary on
the weekday scripture readings for these four liturgical seasons. Many people have found these
spiritual thoughts enlightening and very helpful in living the particular seasons in union with the
liturgy of the church.
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year: Paschal time (v. 7, 9, 3rd ed.) Prosper Guřanger, 1908
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year: Time after Pentecost (v. 11, 3rd ed.) Prosper
Guřanger, 1901
  liturgical year: The Catholic All Year Prayer Companion Kendra Tierney, 2021-05-20 The
Catholic deposit of faith and tradition is wide and deep! There are so many different devotions and
ways to pray that it's impossible for anyone to ever use them all, let alone in a busy family.
Fortunately the liturgical calendar is here to help! In this companion to her bestselling book about
liturgical living traditions in the home, The Catholic All Year Compendium, Kendra Tierney lays out
hundreds of prayers, devotions, practices, blessings, indulgences, novenas, hymns, Bible readings,
poems, encyclicals, and humor in an easy to use format according to the liturgical seasons and feast
days of the Church calendar. These prayers and practices are a great way to connect with the Bible,
the Saints, the Church, and your family throughout the year. Without paging through stacks of
books, you can easily access hundreds of beautiful devotions for every season of the liturgical year.
This book will help you and your family to: Pray the Christmas Novena nine days leading to
Christmas Day Sing the beautiful Pange Lingua Gloriosi for the feast of St. Thomas Aquinas Discover
the Seven Sundays of Saint Joseph Do the Stations of the Cross during Lent Have a Tenebrae service
for the Triduum Have a blessed bonfire for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist Host a family joke
night in honor of St. Lawrence and so much more! Plus learn how to pray rosaries, chaplets, novenas
and how to get indulgences, and what blessings are appropriate for use by lay people. And do it all
with no more preparation than picking this book up from the shelf! Produced with busy families in
mind, Kendra Tierney brings these jewels of the Church into your home and family.
  liturgical year: The Liturgical Year Dom Prosper Gueranger, Dom Laurence Sherphard,
Brother Hermenegild` TOSF, Brother Hermenegild, 2013-11 This is a fifteen volume set, which is
being brought back into print for the edification of the Faithful. Anyone who wishes to appreciate
the timeless Tridentine Mass and liturgy will find this set a valuable aid in that endeavor. Dom
Gueranger has produced a most excellent work, which began the liturgical movement. We pray that
this set of books will bring many more to a true appreciation of the Latin Mass and the Divine Office
of the Catholic Church. At one time, under the impulse of that Spirit, which animated the admirable
Psalmist and the Prophets, she takes the subject of her canticles from the Books of the Old
Testament; at another, showing herself to be the daughter and sister of the holy Apostles, she
intones the canticles written in the Books of the New Covenant; and finally, remembering that she,
too, has had given to her the trumpet and harp, she at times gives way to the Spirit which animates
her, and sings her own new canticle. From these three sources comes the divine element which we
call the Liturgy. The Prayer of the Church is, therefore, the most pleasing to the ear and heart of
God, and therefore the most efficacious of all prayers. Happy, then, is he who prays with the Church,
and unites his own petitions with those of this Spouse, who is so dear to her Lord, that he gives her
all she asks. It was for this reason that our Blessed Saviour taught us to say our Father, and not my



Father; give us, forgive us, deliver us, and not give me, forgive me, deliver me. Hence, we find that,
for upwards of a thousand years, the Church, who prays in her temples seven times in the day, and
once again during the night, did not pray alone. The people kept her company, and fed themselves
with delight on the manna which is hidden under the words and mysteries of the divine Liturgy. Thus
initiated into the sacred Cycle of the mysteries of the Christian year, the faithful, attentive to the
teachings of the Spirit, came to know the secrets of eternal life; and, without any further
preparation, a Christian was not unfrequently chosen by the Bishops to be a Priest, or even a Bishop,
that he might go and pour out on the people the treasures of wisdom and love, which he had drunk
in at the very fountain-head. For whilst Prayer said in union with the Church is the light of the
understanding, it is the fire of divine love for the heart. The Christian soul neither needs nor wishes
to avoid the company of the Church, when she would converse with God, and praise his greatness
and his mercy. She knows that the companyof the Spouse of Christ could not be a distraction to her.
Is not the soul herself a part of this Church, which is the Spouse? Has not Jesus Christ said: Father,
may they be one, as we also are one? and, when many are gathered in his name, does not this same
Saviour assure us that he is in the midst of them? The soul, therefore, may converse freely with her
God, who tells her that he is so near her; she may sing praise, as David did, in the sight of the
Angels, whose eternal prayer blends with the prayer which the Church utters in time.
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