
legal thinking strategies

legal thinking strategies are essential methodologies employed by legal professionals to analyze,
interpret, and apply the law effectively. These strategies form the backbone of sound legal
reasoning, enabling practitioners to construct persuasive arguments, anticipate opposing
viewpoints, and navigate complex legal issues. Understanding and mastering legal thinking
strategies is crucial for lawyers, judges, law students, and anyone involved in the legal process. This
article explores various approaches to legal thinking, including critical analysis, deductive and
inductive reasoning, analogical reasoning, and policy-based evaluation. Additionally, it examines
how these strategies enhance decision-making and problem-solving in a legal context. Readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of how to implement these techniques to improve legal
outcomes, supported by examples and practical insights. The following sections outline the key
facets of legal thinking strategies.

Fundamentals of Legal Thinking Strategies

Critical Analysis in Legal Reasoning

Deductive and Inductive Reasoning

Analogical Reasoning and Legal Precedents

Policy-Based Legal Thinking

Applying Legal Thinking Strategies in Practice

Fundamentals of Legal Thinking Strategies
Legal thinking strategies encompass the cognitive frameworks and methods used to approach legal
problems systematically. At their core, these strategies involve interpreting statutes, analyzing case
law, and synthesizing information to reach logical conclusions. A foundational aspect is
understanding the sources of law and their hierarchical relationships, which guide the application of
legal principles. Effective legal thinking also requires a clear grasp of the relevant facts, the ability
to distinguish between material and immaterial facts, and the skill to identify legal issues precisely.

These fundamentals provide the groundwork upon which more advanced reasoning techniques are
built. Mastery of these basics ensures that legal professionals can navigate the complexities of the
law with clarity and precision.

Understanding Legal Sources
Legal thinking begins with recognizing the different sources of law, including constitutions, statutes,
regulations, and judicial decisions. Each source carries distinct authority and influences how legal
rules are applied. Understanding this hierarchy assists in prioritizing legal norms during analysis.



Identifying Legal Issues
Pinpointing the exact legal questions at stake is critical. This involves separating the relevant facts
from extraneous information and framing the issues in a way that directs the analytical process
effectively.

Critical Analysis in Legal Reasoning
Critical analysis is a cornerstone of legal thinking strategies. It involves dissecting legal texts,
arguments, and evidence to evaluate their validity and relevance. This process demands attention to
detail and the ability to question assumptions, uncover biases, and challenge weak reasoning.
Critical analysis leads to stronger, more persuasive legal arguments and helps avoid logical fallacies.

Evaluating Legal Arguments
Legal professionals must assess the strength of arguments based on statutory language, precedent,
and policy considerations. This evaluation includes scrutinizing opposing arguments and anticipating
counterpoints to enhance the robustness of one’s position.

Logical Consistency and Coherence
An essential element of critical analysis is ensuring that legal reasoning is logically consistent and
coherent. This means arguments should follow rational sequences, avoid contradictions, and
maintain clarity throughout.

Deductive and Inductive Reasoning
Deductive and inductive reasoning are primary logical methods used in legal thinking strategies.
Deductive reasoning applies general legal principles to specific cases, moving from the general to
the particular. Inductive reasoning, conversely, involves drawing general conclusions from specific
instances, such as case precedents.

Deductive Reasoning in Legal Application
In deductive reasoning, the law provides a general rule, and the facts of the case determine the
outcome. For example, if law states that theft is illegal, and a person took property unlawfully,
deductive reasoning leads to the conclusion that the act constitutes theft.

Inductive Reasoning and Case Law
Inductive reasoning is critical in common law systems where legal principles evolve through judicial
decisions. Lawyers analyze patterns in case law to predict outcomes and formulate arguments based
on judicial trends.



Analogical Reasoning and Legal Precedents
Analogical reasoning involves comparing current legal issues with previous cases to identify
similarities and differences. This strategy is fundamental in common law jurisdictions where
precedents guide decision-making. By drawing analogies, legal professionals justify applying or
distinguishing past rulings to support their arguments.

Using Precedents Effectively
Effective use of precedents requires a thorough understanding of the facts, legal principles, and
outcomes of prior cases. Lawyers must carefully select precedents that align closely with the current
case or convincingly argue why distinctions warrant a different result.

Distinguishing Cases
When precedents appear unfavorable, legal thinking strategies include distinguishing the present
case on factual or legal grounds to avoid applying unwanted rules. This nuanced approach
demonstrates sophisticated analytical skills.

Policy-Based Legal Thinking
Policy considerations often influence legal reasoning, especially when laws are ambiguous or
evolving. Policy-based legal thinking assesses the broader social, economic, and ethical implications
of legal decisions. This strategy helps balance competing interests and promotes justice and public
welfare.

Incorporating Public Policy
Legal professionals may invoke public policy to support interpretations that further societal goals or
prevent harmful consequences. This approach requires awareness of legislative intent and the
potential impact of legal rulings.

Balancing Competing Interests
Policy-based reasoning often involves weighing the rights and interests of different parties. This
balancing act is crucial in areas like constitutional law, administrative law, and tort law where
multiple values intersect.

Applying Legal Thinking Strategies in Practice
Implementing legal thinking strategies effectively requires deliberate practice and continuous
refinement. Legal professionals utilize these strategies in drafting pleadings, preparing oral



arguments, negotiating settlements, and making judicial decisions. Each context demands tailored
application to maximize persuasive impact and legal effectiveness.

Structured Legal Writing
Strong legal writing reflects clear legal thinking strategies through organized argumentation,
precise language, and logical flow. Structuring documents around identified issues, applicable law,
and reasoned conclusions enhances clarity and persuasiveness.

Oral Advocacy and Strategic Thinking
In oral advocacy, legal thinking strategies enable lawyers to respond to judges’ questions, counter
opposing arguments, and emphasize key points. Strategic thinking ensures that arguments are
presented effectively within time constraints and courtroom dynamics.

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
Legal thinking strategies also underpin effective problem-solving by guiding the identification of
options, evaluation of risks, and selection of optimal solutions. This analytical approach is valuable in
client counseling, transactional work, and dispute resolution.

Identify relevant facts and legal issues.1.

Analyze applicable laws and precedents.2.

Apply deductive or inductive reasoning as appropriate.3.

Incorporate policy considerations when necessary.4.

Develop coherent, logical arguments.5.

Present findings clearly in writing or orally.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are legal thinking strategies?
Legal thinking strategies are structured approaches used by legal professionals to analyze,
interpret, and apply laws and legal principles effectively in various cases and scenarios.



Why are legal thinking strategies important for law students?
Legal thinking strategies help law students develop critical thinking, improve their ability to
construct logical arguments, and enhance their skills in case analysis, which are essential for
success in law school and legal practice.

What are common legal thinking strategies used in case
analysis?
Common strategies include issue spotting, rule identification, application of rules to facts (IRAC
method), analogical reasoning, and evaluating precedents to form well-reasoned conclusions.

How does the IRAC method aid legal thinking?
The IRAC method (Issue, Rule, Application, Conclusion) provides a clear framework for organizing
legal analysis, ensuring that all relevant aspects of a case are systematically addressed and logically
connected.

Can legal thinking strategies be applied outside of the legal
profession?
Yes, legal thinking strategies such as critical analysis, structured reasoning, and problem-solving
can be valuable in various fields including business, policy-making, and dispute resolution.

How can technology enhance legal thinking strategies?
Technology, including legal research databases and AI tools, can streamline information gathering,
identify relevant precedents faster, and assist in pattern recognition, thereby supporting more
efficient and informed legal thinking.

Additional Resources
1. Thinking Like a Lawyer: An Introduction to Legal Reasoning
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the fundamental skills and strategies used in legal
reasoning. It explores how lawyers analyze facts, apply laws, and construct persuasive arguments.
Perfect for law students and anyone interested in understanding the legal mindset.

2. Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing: Structure, Strategy, and Style
Focused on developing clear and effective legal writing, this book also delves into the reasoning
processes behind legal analysis. It guides readers through organizing their thoughts, constructing
logical arguments, and presenting them persuasively. An essential resource for improving both legal
thinking and communication.

3. The Nature of the Judicial Process
Written by the renowned jurist Benjamin N. Cardozo, this classic work examines how judges
approach decision-making. It highlights the balance between strict legal rules and broader social
considerations, offering insights into judicial reasoning strategies. A foundational text for
understanding the complexities of legal thought.



4. Thinking Like a Lawyer: Legal Analysis for Law Students and Practitioners
This practical guide breaks down the analytical techniques lawyers use to interpret statutes,
precedents, and legal principles. It emphasizes critical thinking skills and the importance of context
in legal problem-solving. Ideal for both novice and experienced legal professionals seeking to refine
their reasoning abilities.

5. Logic for Lawyers: A Guide to Clear Legal Thinking
This book introduces the principles of formal and informal logic tailored to the legal field. It teaches
readers how to identify fallacies, construct valid arguments, and evaluate evidence effectively. A
valuable tool for enhancing clarity and precision in legal reasoning.

6. Legal Problem Solving: Reasoning, Research, and Writing
Combining theory with practical exercises, this text focuses on the step-by-step process of solving
legal problems. It covers how to analyze issues, conduct targeted research, and communicate
findings clearly. Suitable for law students and practitioners aiming to sharpen their problem-solving
strategies.

7. The Art of Advocacy: Briefs, Motions, and Writing Strategies of America's Best Lawyers
This book explores the strategic thinking behind successful legal advocacy, including how to craft
compelling briefs and motions. It provides examples and techniques used by top lawyers to persuade
judges and juries. A must-read for those interested in the intersection of legal reasoning and
persuasive writing.

8. Reasoning with Law: In the Theory of Legal Interpretation
Delving into the philosophical aspects of legal interpretation, this book discusses various reasoning
methods used by courts. It examines textualism, purposivism, and other interpretive strategies to
understand how laws are applied. Essential reading for anyone interested in the theoretical
underpinnings of legal thought.

9. Critical Legal Thinking: A Guide to Analyzing Legal Issues
This text encourages readers to approach legal problems with a critical and questioning mindset. It
offers tools for dissecting complex legal issues, identifying underlying assumptions, and assessing
the strengths of different arguments. Perfect for developing a nuanced and strategic approach to
legal analysis.
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  legal thinking strategies: Scientific Models of Legal Reasoning Scott Brewer, 2013-10-28 First
published in 1998. This five-volume series contains some of this century's most influential or thought
provoking articles on the subject of legal argument that have appeared in Anglo-American
philosophy journals and law reviews. This volume offers a collection of essays by philosophers and
legal scholars on economics, artificial intelligence and the physical sciences.
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  legal thinking strategies: Legal Strategies Antoine Masson, Mary J. Shariff, 2009-12-12 Far
from regarding the law as supreme, corporations approach law as an element of executive thought
and action aimed at optimizing competitiveness. The objective of this book is to identify, explore and
define corporate legal strategies that seek advantage in the opportunities revealed when the Law is
perceived as a resource to be mobilized and aligned with the firm’s business and economic agendas.
  legal thinking strategies: Legal Skills Emily Finch, Stefan Fafinski, 2015 'Legal Skills'
encompasses all the academic and practical legal skills vital to a law degree in one manageable
volume. It is an ideal text for the first year law student and a valuable resource for those studying
law at any level.
  legal thinking strategies: Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning Sharon Hanson, Tobias Kliem,
Ben Waters, 2021-09-13 Language skills, study skills, argument skills and the skills associated with
dispute resolution are vital to every law student, professional lawyer and academic. The 5th edition
of Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning draws on a range of areas of law to show how these key skills
can be learnt and mastered, bridging the gap between substantive legal subjects and the skills
required to become a successful law student. The book is split into four sections: Sources of law:
Including domestic, European and international law. Working with the law: Featuring advice on how
to find and understand the most appropriate legislation and cases. Applying your research: How to
construct a legal argument, answer a problem question and present orally (mooting). Skills for
solving disputes: From negotiation to mediation and beyond. Packed full of practical examples and
diagrams to illustrate each legal skill, this new edition has been fully updated and now includes a
new chapter on drafting. It will be an essential companion for any student wishing to acquire the
legal skills necessary to become a successful law student.
  legal thinking strategies: The Canon of American Legal Thought David Kennedy, William W.
Fisher III, 2018-06-05 This anthology presents, for the first time, full texts of the twenty most
important works of American legal thought since 1890. Drawing on a course the editors teach at
Harvard Law School, the book traces the rise and evolution of a distinctly American form of legal
reasoning. These are the articles that have made these authors--from Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., to
Ronald Coase, from Ronald Dworkin to Catherine MacKinnon--among the most recognized names in
American legal history. These authors proposed answers to the classic question: What does it mean
to think like a lawyer--an American lawyer? Their answers differed, but taken together they form a
powerful brief for the existence of a distinct and powerful style of reasoning--and of rulership. The
legal mind is as often critical as constructive, however, and these texts form a canon of critical
thinking, a toolbox for resisting and unravelling the arguments of the best legal minds. Each article
is preceded by a short introduction highlighting the article's main ideas and situating it in the
context of its author's broader intellectual projects, the scholarly debates of his or her time, and the
reception the article received. Law students and their teachers will benefit from seeing these classic
writings, in full, in the context of their original development. For lawyers, the collection will take
them back to their best days in law school. All readers will be struck by the richness, the subtlety,
and the sophistication with which so many of what have become the clichés of everyday legal
argument were originally formulated.
  legal thinking strategies: Legal Skills Emily|Fafinski Finch (Stefan), 2025
  legal thinking strategies: Handbook of Legal Reasoning and Argumentation Giorgio
Bongiovanni, Gerald Postema, Antonino Rotolo, Giovanni Sartor, Chiara Valentini, Douglas Walton,
2018-07-02 This handbook addresses legal reasoning and argumentation from a logical,
philosophical and legal perspective. The main forms of legal reasoning and argumentation are
covered in an exhaustive and critical fashion, and are analysed in connection with more general
types (and problems) of reasoning. Accordingly, the subject matter of the handbook divides in three
parts. The first one introduces and discusses the basic concepts of practical reasoning. The second
one discusses the general structures and procedures of reasoning and argumentation that are
relevant to legal discourse. The third one looks at their instantiations and developments of these
aspects of argumentation as they are put to work in the law, in different areas and applications of



legal reasoning.
  legal thinking strategies: The Modern Lawyer in America: A Comprehensive Guide to
Roles, Responsibilities, and Strategies in 2023 MR. BIG WEALTH, 2023-09-12 The Modern
Lawyer in America: A Comprehensive Guide to Roles, Responsibilities, and Strategies in 2023 is an
indispensable resource for legal professionals navigating the ever-evolving landscape of the legal
industry. This comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into the roles and responsibilities of
modern lawyers, equipping them with the knowledge and strategies needed to thrive in the year
2023. From emerging technologies to changing client expectations, this guide addresses the key
trends and challenges shaping the legal profession, providing practical advice and expert analysis to
help lawyers stay ahead of the curve. Whether you're a seasoned attorney or a law student preparing
for the future, this guide is your go-to source for staying informed, adapting to new realities, and
achieving success in the legal field.
  legal thinking strategies: Legal Method, Skills and Reasoning Sharon Hanson, 2009-07-27
Language skills, study skills, argument skills and legal knowledge are vital to every law student,
professional lawyer and academic. Legal Method, Skills and Reasoning suggests a range of 'how-to'
techniques for perfecting these academic and practical skills. It explains how to work with legal
texts; how to read and write about the law; how to acquire effective disciplined study techniques;
and how to construct legal arguments. Packed full of practical examples and diagrams across the
range of legal skills from language and research skills to mooting and negotiation, this edition will
be invaluable to law students seeking to acquire a deeper understanding of how to apply each
discreet legal skill effectively. This restructured third edition is now additionally supported by a
Companion Website offering a wealth of additional resources for individual and group work for both
students and lecturers. For students, the Companion Website offers: workbooks for each part,
containing guided practical and reflective tasks a series of ‘how-to’ exercises, which help to provide
real-life legal skills examples and practice guidance on answering legal problem and essay-style
questions self-test quizzes to consolidate learning for each individual legal skill. For lecturers, the
Companion Website hosts: a set of PowerPoint slides of the diagrams in the text specimen seminar
plans, with supplementary notes to provide support and inspiration for teaching legal skills sample
legal skills assessment, and accompanying answers.
  legal thinking strategies: Pufendorf's International Political and Legal Thought Peter
Schröderr, 2024 Samuel Pufendorf (1632-1694) is regarded as one of the eminent thinkers of the
early-modern era, critical in the shaping of the period's natural jurisprudence. In this
interdisciplinary collection of essays, esteemed scholars examine Pufendorf's contributions to
international political and legal thought.
  legal thinking strategies: Legal Skills Lisa Cherkassky, Julia Cressey, Christopher Gale,
2011-04-01 A comprehensive and accessible guide to the academic and practical skills needed in the
study of law, including essential techniques for legal research, reasoning, writing, advocacy,
negotiation, interviewing and advising. Also features an extensive section on career development.
  legal thinking strategies: Searching for Contemporary Legal Thought Justin
Desautels-Stein, Christopher Tomlins, 2017-12-28 For more than a century, law schools have trained
students to 'think like a lawyer'. In these times of legal crisis, both in legal education and in global
society, what does that mean for the rest of us? In this book, thirty leading international scholars -
including Louis Assier-Andrieu, Marianne Constable, Yves Dezalay, Denise Ferreira da Silva, Bryant
Garth, Peter Goodrich, Duncan Kennedy, Martti Koskenniemi, Shaun McVeigh, Samuel Moyn,
Annelise Riles, Charles Sabel and William Simon - examine what is distinctive about legal thought.
They probe the relation between law and time, law and culture, and legal thought and legal action;
the nature of current legal thought; the geography of legal thought; and the conditions for
recognition of a new 'contemporary' style of law. This work will help theorists, social scientists,
historians and students understand the intellectual context of legal problems, legal doctrine, and
jurisprudential trends in the current conjuncture.
  legal thinking strategies: The Legal Academic's Handbook Chris Ashford, Jessica Guth,



2020-10-16 How do you become a legal academic? What skills and experience are necessary to
progress your career? In which ways could you enrich your job? With contributions from more than
60 established academics, this handbook offers essential guidance on starting, pursuing, managing
and advancing a career in legal academia. Whether you are looking for ways to overcome challenges
or to seek out new opportunities, this book provides practical advice through relevant research,
personal experience, and anecdotal evidence. Four fictional academics who want to pursue different
career paths in different academic institutions are introduced at the start of the book. Each chapter
then delves into a specific topic from the perspective of one of these academics, including: making
the transition from legal practice, investigating gender issues, gaining recognition for teaching,
building a research profile, and organising a specialist conference.
  legal thinking strategies: Briefing Shortcut Risks Evelyn Saxon, AI, 2025-04-07 Briefing
Shortcut Risks examines the increasing reliance on case briefs in legal education and practice,
questioning whether this trend sacrifices depth for speed and impacts the development of essential
legal skills. The book argues that over-dependence on these shortcuts can erode critical reading
abilities, diminish nuanced legal reasoning, and lead to misinterpretations due to incomplete
information. It highlights that the sheer volume of case law and the pressure of billable hours
contribute to this reliance. The book explores the drawbacks of relying solely on case briefs,
specifically how they can fragment understanding and compromise critical reading skills. Drawing
upon empirical research and cognitive psychology, it presents strategies for balanced case
engagement, suggesting methods to integrate thorough reading with efficient briefing. It
emphasizes textual interpretation and contextual understanding while providing practical
implications for legal educators, students, and practicing attorneys.
  legal thinking strategies: The Art of Trial Process Kai Yang, 2020-08-06 This book focuses
on the reality of China’s modern judiciary, systematically demonstrating and discussing the judicial
philosophy and judicial ethics as applied by Chinese courts and judges. In order to illustrate the
methods of jurisprudence and sociology of law in the context of China’s judicial practice and
practicability of applicable laws, it also addresses judicial methodology and Chinese judges' trial
methods. Based on comparative study and aiming at global judicial reform, the book provides
valuable guidance and insights for readers pursuing a detailed understanding of modern Chinese
judiciary, Chinese judges and Chinese rule of law. The book is intended to primarily serve the need
of legal professionals around the world, in particular those who are interested in China’s judicial
system.
  legal thinking strategies: Imperatives for Legal Education Research Ben Golder, Marina
Nehme, Alex Steel, Prue Vines, 2019-08-28 In the last few decades university teaching has been
recognised as an activity which can be studied and improved through educational scholarship. In
some disciplines this is now well established. It remains emergent in legal education. The field is
rich with questions to be answered, issues to be raised. This book provides the first overall review of
legal education scholarship. The chapters outline the history of legal education research and provide
a detailed analysis of the trends in areas of publication. Beyond this, the book suggests a typology
for further conceptualising the field and a series of suggested paths for future research. The book
originated from the 2017 UNSW conference Research in Legal Education: State of the Art? It
features internationally respected authors who bring their perspectives on how legal education – as
a field of research – should be conceptualised. The collection is arranged into three themes. First, a
historical view is taken of the emergence of legal education scholarship and its roots that predate
modern educational theory. Secondly, the book provides overviews of the extant field of publications,
highlighting areas of interest and neglect, and delineating the trends in current publication. Thirdly,
the book provides a set of suggested typologies for describing legal education research and a series
of essays for future directions which both critique current approaches and provide inspiration for
future directions. The State of Legal Education Research represents an authoritative introduction to
the field, a set of conceptual tools with which to describe it, and inspiration for researchers to
expand and grow research into legal education.



  legal thinking strategies: Past and Present Interactions in Legal Reasoning and Logic
Matthias Armgardt, Patrice Canivez, Sandrine Chassagnard-Pinet, 2015-05-18 This volume explores
the relation between legal reasoning and logic from both a historical and a systematic perspective.
The topics addressed include, among others, conditional legal acts, disjunctions in legal acts,
presumptions and conjectures, conflicts of values, Jørgensen ́s Dilemma, the Rhetor ́s Dilemma, the
theory of legal fictions and the categorization of contracts. The unifying problematic of these
contributions concerns the conditional structures and, more particularly, the relationship between
legal theory and legal reasoning in the context of conditions. The contributions in this work
constitute the first results of the ANR-DFG joint research project “JuriLog” (Jurisprudence and
Logic), which aims at fostering the cooperation between legal scholars and philosophers. On the one
hand, lawyers and legal scholars have an interest in emphasizing the logical character of legal
reasoning. In this respect, the present enquiry examines the question of how logic, especially newer
forms of dialogical logic, can be made fruitful as a significant area of philosophy for jurisprudence
and legal practice. On the other hand, logicians find in legal reasoning a striving towards clear
definitions and inference-procedures that is relevant to their discipline. In order to fully understand
such reciprocal relationships, it is necessary to bridge the gap between law, logic and philosophy in
contemporary academic research. The essays collected in this volume all work towards this common
goal. The book is divided in three sections. In the first part, the strong relation between Roman Law
and logic is explored with respect to the analysis of disjunctive statements in legal acts. The second
part focuses on Leibniz ́s legal theory. The third part, finally, is dedicated to current interactions
between law and logic.
  legal thinking strategies: Essentials of Lawyering Skills in Africa Festus Emiri, Ernest
Owusu-Dapaa, 2020-07-01 In twenty-two chapters, divided into six parts for convenience, the
authors not only lay bare the art of lawyering but also provide invaluable nuggets of perfecting and
excelling as a solicitor and advocate. There is little doubt that the contents of this book dramatically
make a lawyer, especially the lawyer in Africa, to be more effective, more skilful and a proper lawyer
useful to the client and society.
  legal thinking strategies: Legal pedagogy, practice and curriculum transformation: What does
the future hold and look like? Charles Maimela , 2025-07-18 In an era marked by rapid technological
innovation and complex socio-political shifts, legal education stands at a critical crossroads. This
timely publication explores the imperative for a curriculum that is both responsive and resilient –
capable of adapting to the evolving needs of students, institutions, and society at large. Blending
theoretical analysis with practical insight, the book offers forwardthinking strategies to navigate the
multifaceted challenges of curriculum transformation. Drawing on the lived experiences and
reflections of law educators across diverse institutions, it provides a unique lens into how curriculum
innovation can enhance teaching, learning, and research in the legal academy. More than a
commentary, this book is a call to action – a vital resource for educators, academic leaders, and
policymakers committed to ensuring the continued relevance, excellence, and social responsiveness
of legal education in the 21st century.
  legal thinking strategies: Assessment of Higher Order Thinking Skills Gregory Schraw,
Daniel H. Robinson, 2011-10-01 This volume examines the assessment of higher order thinking skills
from the perspectives of applied cognitive psychology and measurement theory. The volume
considers a variety of higher order thinking skills, including problem solving, critical thinking,
argumentation, decision making, creativity, metacognition, and self-regulation. Fourteen chapters by
experts in learning and measurement comprise four sections which address conceptual approaches
to understanding higher order thinking skills, cognitively oriented assessment models, thinking in
the content domains, and practical assessment issues. The volume discusses models of thinking
skills, as well as applied issues related to the construction, validation, administration and scoring of
perfomancebased, selected-response, and constructed-response assessments. The goal of the volume
is to promote a better theoretical understanding of higher order thinking in order to facilitate
instruction and assessment of those skills among students in all K-12 content domains, as well as



professional licensure and cetification settings.
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