jonathan gruber economics

jonathan gruber economics represents a significant area of study within
health economics and public policy analysis. Jonathan Gruber is a renowned
economist whose work primarily focuses on health insurance markets, public
finance, and economic policy design. His expertise and research have
influenced major health reforms, including the Affordable Care Act in the
United States. This article explores the key aspects of Jonathan Gruber’s
contributions to economics, his academic background, notable research
findings, and his impact on health policy. Additionally, the discussion
highlights his methodological approaches and the controversies surrounding
his work. The article concludes with an overview of his ongoing influence in
economic thought and policy development.
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Jonathan Gruber’s Academic and Professional
Background

Jonathan Gruber economics is deeply rooted in his extensive academic training
and professional career. Gruber earned his Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard
University, a hub for economic research and policy discourse. Following his
doctoral studies, he held faculty positions at prestigious institutions such
as MIT and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he became a
leading voice in health economics. Gruber’s career spans academic research,
policy advising, and public service, allowing him to bridge theory and
practice effectively. His work is characterized by rigorous empirical
analysis and a focus on real-world policy applications.

Education and Early Career

Jonathan Gruber’'s education laid the foundation for his expertise in public
economics. His doctoral dissertation addressed topics related to labor
economics and public finance, which later evolved into a focus on health



insurance markets. Early in his career, Gruber contributed to research on
Medicaid and Medicare, assessing their impact on public health and economic
outcomes. This experience provided critical insights that informed his later
policy recommendations and research agenda.

Academic Positions and Research Roles

Throughout his career, Gruber has held key academic roles that facilitated
extensive research in economics. He served as a professor and researcher at
several top-tier universities, where he also supervised graduate students and
contributed to the development of economic thought in health policy.
Additionally, Gruber has been involved with think tanks and government
advisory boards, reinforcing his role as a public policy expert.

Key Contributions to Health Economics

Jonathan Gruber economics is best known for advancing the understanding of
health insurance markets and public health policy. His research encompasses a
broad range of topics, including the economics of health insurance coverage,
the effects of Medicaid expansions, and the design of tax policies related to
health care. Gruber’s work has been instrumental in explaining how
individuals and providers respond to changes in policy and market conditions.

Health Insurance Market Analysis

One of Gruber’s primary contributions is his analysis of adverse selection
and moral hazard in health insurance markets. He has demonstrated how
information asymmetries affect insurance pricing and coverage decisions.
Gruber’s models help explain why some individuals opt out of insurance and
how government interventions can improve market efficiency.

Public Finance and Health Policy

Gruber has extensively studied the fiscal implications of health policies,
including Medicaid and Medicare. His research evaluates the costs and
benefits of public insurance programs and proposes reforms to enhance their
sustainability. He also investigates the effects of tax subsidies on
insurance uptake and health outcomes, providing evidence-based policy
recommendations.

Jonathan Gruber and the Affordable Care Act

Jonathan Gruber economics played a pivotal role in the design and
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), one of the most significant



health policy reforms in recent U.S. history. Gruber’s expertise helped shape
the legislation’s provisions related to insurance mandates, subsidies, and
Medicaid expansion. His analyses provided critical insights into how the ACA
would affect coverage rates, health care costs, and economic welfare.

Role in Policy Design

Gruber was a key economic advisor during the drafting of the ACA. He
contributed to the economic modeling that predicted the law’s impact on
insurance markets and insured populations. His work supported the rationale
for the individual mandate and the creation of health insurance exchanges,
which aimed to reduce the number of uninsured Americans.

Impact Assessment and Outcomes

Post-implementation, Gruber has conducted evaluations of the ACA’s
effectiveness. His studies assess enrollment trends, insurance coverage
improvements, and the law’s influence on health care spending. These
assessments have provided policymakers with valuable feedback on the
successes and challenges of the ACA.

Methodological Approaches in Gruber’s Research

Jonathan Gruber economics is distinguished by its rigorous empirical
methodology and use of advanced econometric techniques. His research often
employs natural experiments, difference-in-differences analysis, and
structural modeling to isolate causal effects in complex policy environments.
This methodological rigor enhances the credibility and applicability of his
findings.

Empirical Techniques

Gruber frequently uses large-scale administrative data and survey datasets to
analyze health policy impacts. His approach emphasizes careful identification
strategies to address confounding factors and ensure robust conclusions.
These techniques allow him to evaluate policy changes in real-world contexts
accurately.

Economic Modeling

Structural modeling is another hallmark of Gruber’s research. By simulating
individual and market behaviors under different policy scenarios, he provides
detailed projections and policy simulations. This approach aids policymakers
in anticipating the consequences of reforms before implementation.



Controversies and Criticisms

Despite his significant contributions, Jonathan Gruber economics has also
been subject to controversy and critique. Some of his public statements and
policy positions have sparked debate within academic and political circles.
Critics have questioned aspects of his economic assumptions and the
transparency of his advisory roles.

Public Statements and Political Debate

Gruber’s candid remarks on the political strategy behind the ACA sparked
public controversy, leading to discussions about the ethics of policy
advocacy and communication. These incidents highlighted the challenges
economists face when balancing technical expertise with political realities.

Critiques of Economic Assumptions

Some economists have contested Gruber’s assumptions regarding behavioral
responses to health insurance mandates and subsidies. Alternative models
suggest varying effects on labor supply, insurance enrollment, and health
care utilization. These debates contribute to ongoing refinement in health
economics research.

Legacy and Continuing Impact

Jonathan Gruber economics continues to influence health policy research and
economic analysis. His work has shaped how economists and policymakers
understand the complexities of health insurance markets and public finance.
Gruber remains active in academic research, policy advising, and public
discourse, contributing to the evolution of health economics.

Educational Contributions

Beyond research, Gruber has authored influential textbooks and educational
materials that train new generations of economists. His clear explanations of
health economics principles have become standard references in graduate
programs.

Ongoing Research and Policy Engagement

Gruber’s current work addresses emerging challenges in health policy, such as
the integration of behavioral economics and the analysis of health care
innovation. His continued involvement in policy discussions ensures that his
economic insights remain relevant to contemporary issues.



1. Extensive research advancing health insurance market understanding
2. Key economic advisor for the Affordable Care Act

3. Innovative empirical and structural modeling methodologies

4. Contributions to public finance and tax policy analysis

5. Educational impact through textbooks and mentorship

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jonathan Gruber in the field of economics?

Jonathan Gruber is an American economist known for his work in public
economics and health economics. He has been influential in designing health
care policies, including the Affordable Care Act.

What are some key contributions of Jonathan Gruber
to health economics?

Jonathan Gruber has contributed significantly to the understanding of health
insurance markets, the design of health care reforms, and the economic
analysis of public health policies. He played a key role in the development
of the Massachusetts health care reform and the Affordable Care Act.

How did Jonathan Gruber influence the Affordable
Care Act (ACA)?

Jonathan Gruber served as a consultant and advisor during the development of
the ACA, providing economic insights and analysis that helped shape
provisions related to insurance markets, subsidies, and Medicaid expansion.

What controversies have surrounded Jonathan Gruber
in relation to his economic work?

Jonathan Gruber faced controversy after videos surfaced where he made candid
remarks about the ACA’s passage, including comments about the use of
‘stupidity of the American voter' to pass the law, which drew public
criticism.



What is Jonathan Gruber's academic background?

Jonathan Gruber holds a Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) and is a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, specializing in public economics and health policy.

What books or publications has Jonathan Gruber
authored?

Jonathan Gruber has authored several influential books and papers, including
‘Health Care Reform and the Health Insurance Market' and numerous academic
articles on public economics and health policy.

How has Jonathan Gruber's work impacted health
policy debates?

Jonathan Gruber's economic analyses and policy recommendations have
significantly shaped health policy debates in the United States, providing a
framework for understanding insurance markets and the effects of government
interventions.

Additional Resources

1. Health Care Reform and Economics: Insights from Jonathan Gruber

This book explores the intersection of health care policy and economics
through the lens of Jonathan Gruber’s extensive research. It delves into the
design and impact of health insurance markets, particularly focusing on the
Affordable Care Act. Readers will gain an understanding of the economic
principles that underpin health care reform and the challenges of
implementing effective policy.

2. Public Finance and Behavioral Economics: Lessons from Jonathan Gruber
Combining traditional public finance with behavioral economics, this book
highlights Gruber’s contributions to understanding how people respond to
taxes and subsidies. It discusses the role of government intervention in
correcting market failures and incorporates behavioral insights to improve
tax and welfare policies. The text is valuable for students and policymakers
interested in modern economic approaches.

3. The Economics of Health Insurance: Jonathan Gruber’s Perspectives

This title focuses on the economic theories and empirical studies related to
health insurance markets. Drawing heavily on Gruber’s work, the book
addresses issues such as adverse selection, moral hazard, and the effects of
insurance mandates. It provides a comprehensive overview of how health
insurance influences individual behavior and market outcomes.

4. Designing Social Insurance Programs: Economic Foundations and Policy
Applications



Inspired by Jonathan Gruber’s research, this book examines the principles
behind social insurance programs including unemployment, disability, and
health insurance. It discusses the trade-offs involved in program design and
the economic rationale for government involvement. Case studies illustrate
how social insurance policies affect labor markets and welfare.

5. Taxation and Public Economics: The Jonathan Gruber Approach

This book offers an in-depth analysis of tax policy through the framework
developed by Jonathan Gruber. It covers topics such as tax incidence, labor
supply responses, and the efficiency-equity trade-off in taxation. The book
is designed for readers seeking to understand the complexities of tax systems
and their economic impacts.

6. Behavioral Economics and Policy Design: Insights from Jonathan Gruber
Highlighting Gruber’s integration of behavioral economics into public policy,
this book explores how cognitive biases and heuristics affect economic
decisions. It discusses practical applications in health care, taxation, and
social welfare programs. The book is essential for those interested in
innovative policy solutions grounded in behavioral science.

7. Economic Analysis of the Affordable Care Act: Contributions by Jonathan
Gruber

This book provides a detailed examination of the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
using Jonathan Gruber’s economic analyses. It evaluates the ACA’s effects on
insurance coverage, market stability, and health care costs. The discussion
includes both theoretical models and empirical findings, offering a
comprehensive view of one of the most significant health reforms in recent
U.S. history.

8. Welfare Economics and Redistribution: The Work of Jonathan Gruber

Focusing on redistribution and welfare economics, this book reviews Gruber’s
research on income support programs and poverty alleviation. It addresses how
government policies can be structured to balance efficiency with equity. The
text is useful for understanding the economic rationale behind social safety
nets and their societal impacts.

9. Economics of Labor Markets and Health Policy

This book integrates Jonathan Gruber’s research on labor market dynamics with
health policy analysis. It explores how health insurance affects labor supply
decisions, job mobility, and wage structures. The work is particularly
relevant for economists and policymakers interested in the interactions
between employment and health systems.
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jonathan gruber economics: Public Finance and Public Policy Jonathan Gruber, 2005
Chapters include: Income distribution and welfare programs, State and local government
expenditures and Health economics and private health insurance.

jonathan gruber economics: Public Finance and Public Policy (Loose Leaf) Jonathan
Gruber, 2012-12-01

jonathan gruber economics: Loose-leaf Version for Public Finance and Public Policy Jonathan
Gruber, 2015-12-28 Jonathan Gruber’s market-leading Public Finance and Public Policy was the first
textbook to truly reflect the way public policy is created, implemented, and researched. Like no
other text available, it integrated real-world empirical work and coverage of transfer programs and
social insurance into the traditional topics of public finance. By augmenting the traditional approach
of public finance texts with a true integration of theory, application, and evidence, Public Finance
and Public Policy engages students like no other public finance text. Thoroughly updated, this timely
new edition gives students the basic tools they need to understand the driving issues of public policy
today, including healthcare, education, global climate change, entitlements, and more.

jonathan gruber economics: Public Finance Public Policy Jonathan Gruber, 2019-07-05 We
are currently engaged in the most fundamental debate about the role of government in decades, and
who better than Jonathan Gruber to guide students through the particulars in the new edition of his
best-selling text, Public Finance and Public Policy, 6e. The new edition details ongoing policy
debates, with special focus on the largest tax reform in 30 years. New topics include universal basic
income, the legalisation of weed, and congestion pricing. And, of course, there is an extensive,
in-depth discussion of the debate over health care At the heart of this new edition is the author’s
belief that at no other time has it been so important to know the facts, to distinguish facts from
falsehoods, and to be thinking clearly about problem, policy, and politics. The sixth edition delivers
on all counts.

jonathan gruber economics: Health Care Reform Jonathan Gruber, 2011-12-20 You won't have
to worry about going broke if you get sick. We will start to bring the costs of health care under
control. And we will do all this while reducing the federal deficit. That is the promise of the
Affordable Care Act. But from the moment President Obama signed the bill into law in 2010, a
steady and mounting avalanche of misinformation about the ACA has left a growing majority of
Americans confused about what it is, why it's necessary, and how it works. If you're one of them, buy
this book. From how to tame the twin threats of rising costs and the increasing number of uninsured
to why an insurance mandate is good for your health, Health Care Reform dispels false fears by
arming you with facts.

jonathan gruber economics: Jump-Starting America Jonathan Gruber, Simon Johnson,
2019-04-09 The untold story of how America once created the most successful economy the world
has ever seen—and how we can do it again. The American economy glitters on the outside, but the
reality is quite different. Job opportunities and economic growth are increasingly concentrated in a
few crowded coastal enclaves. Corporations and investors are disproportionately developing
technologies that benefit the wealthiest Americans in the most prosperous areas -- and destroying
middle class jobs elsewhere. To turn this tide, we must look to a brilliant and all-but-forgotten
American success story and embark on a plan that will create the industries of the future -- and the
jobs that go with them. Beginning in 1940, massive public investment generated breakthroughs in
science and technology that first helped win WWII and then created the most successful economy
the world has ever seen. Private enterprise then built on these breakthroughs to create new
industries -- such as radar, jet engines, digital computers, mobile telecommunications, life-saving
medicines, and the internet-- that became the catalyst for broader economic growth that generated
millions of good jobs. We lifted almost all boats, not just the yachts. Jonathan Gruber and Simon
Johnson tell the story of this first American growth engine and provide the blueprint for a second.
It's a visionary, pragmatic, sure-to-be controversial plan that will lead to job growth and a new
American economy in places now left behind.



jonathan gruber economics: Research Handbook on the Economics of Insurance Law
Daniel Schwarcz, Peter Siegelman, 2015-08-28 The fields of insurance law and insurance economics
have long and distinguished scholarly histories, but participants in the two disciplines have not
always communicated well across academic silos. This Handbook encourages more policy-relevant
insurance e

jonathan gruber economics: The Economics of Consumption Tullio Jappelli, Luigi
Pistaferri, 2017-09-01 Consumption decisions are crucial determinants of business cycles and
growth. Knowledge of how consumers respond to the economic environment and how they react to
the risks that they encounter during the life-cycle is therefore important for evaluating stabilization
policies and the effectiveness of fiscal packages implemented in response to economic downturns or
financial crises. In The Economics of Consumption, Tullio Jappelli and Luigi Pistaferri provide a
comprehensive examination of the most important developments in the field of consumption
decisions and evaluate economic models against empirical evidence. The first part of the book
provides the basic ingredients of economic models of consumption decisions. The central part
reviews the empirical literature on the effect of income and wealth changes on consumption and on
the relevance of precautionary saving and credit market imperfections. The last chapters extend the
basic framework to such important areas as bequests, leisure, lifetime uncertainty, and financial
sophistication. Jappelli and Pistaferri shed light on important issues, including how consumption
responds to changes in economic resources, how economic circumstances and consumers'
characteristics influence behavior, and whether consumption inequality depends on income shocks
and their persistence.

jonathan gruber economics: The Economics of Crime Rafael Di Tella, Sebastian Edwards,
Ernesto Schargrodsky, 2010 This title presents a survey of the crime problem in Latin America,
which takes a very broad and appropriately reductionist approach to analyse the determinants of the
high crime levels, focusing on the negative social conditions in the region, including inequality and
poverty, and poor policy design, such as relatively low police presence. The chapters illustrate three
channels through which crime might generate poverty, that is, by reducing investment, by
introducing assets losses, and by reducing the value of assets remaining in the control of
households.

jonathan gruber economics: American Economic Policy in the 1990s Jeffrey A. Frankel,
Peter R. Orszag, 2002 An examination of U.S. economic policy in the 1990s, by leading policy
makers as well as academic economists.

jonathan gruber economics: Economic Effects of Fundamental Tax Reform Henry Aaron,
William G. Gale, 2010-12-01 The tax system profoundly affects countless aspects of private behavior.
It is a powerful policy influence on the distribution of income and it is the one aspect of government
that almost every citizen cannot avoid. With tax reform high on the political agenda, this book brings
together studies of leading tax economists and lawyers to assess the various reform proposals and
examine the effects of tax reform in several distinct areas. Together, these studies and comments on
them present a balanced evaluation of professional opinion on the issues that will be critical in the
tax reform debate. The book addresses annual and lifetime distributional effects, saving, investment,
transitional problems, simplification, home ownership and housing prices, charitable groups,
international taxation, financial intermediaries and insurance, labor supply, and health insurance. In
addition to Henry Aaron and William Gale, the contributors include Alan Auerbach, University of
California, Berkeley; David Bradford, Princeton University; Charles Clotfelter, Duke University; Eric
Engen, Federal Reserve; Don Fullerton, University of Texas; Jon Gruber, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Patric Hendershott, Ohio State; David Ling, University of Florida; Ronald Perlman,
Covington & Burling; Diane Lim Rogers, Congressional Budget Office; John Karl Scholz, University
of Wisconsin; Joel Slemrod, University of Michigan; and Robert Triest, University of California,
Davis.

jonathan gruber economics: The Oxford Handbook of Health Economics Sherry Glied,
Peter C. Smith, 2013-05-23 The Oxford Handbook of Health Economics provides an accessible and



authoritative guide to health economics, intended for scholars and students in the field, as well as
those in adjacent disciplines including health policy and clinical medicine. The chapters stress the
direct impact of health economics reasoning on policy and practice, offering readers an introduction
to the potential reach of the discipline. Contributions come from internationally-recognized leaders
in health economics and reflect the worldwide reach of the discipline. Authoritative, but
non-technical, the chapters place great emphasis on the connections between theory and
policy-making, and develop the contributions of health economics to problems arising in a variety of
institutional contexts, from primary care to the operations of health insurers. The volume addresses
policy concerns relevant to health systems in both developed and developing countries. It takes a
broad perspective, with relevance to systems with single or multi-payer health insurance
arrangements, and to those relying predominantly on user charges; contributions are also included
that focus both on medical care and on non-medical factors that affect health. Each chapter provides
a succinct summary of the current state of economic thinking in a given area, as well as the author's
unique perspective on issues that remain open to debate. The volume presents a view of health
economics as a vibrant and continually advancing field, highlighting ongoing challenges and
pointing to new directions for further progress.

jonathan gruber economics: Public Policy and the Economics of Entrepreneurship
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, Harvey S. Rosen, 2003-12-23 This groundbreaking collection of essays by
leading economists examines different aspects of entrepreneurship and its relation to public policy.
Entrepreneurship has been a subject of much recent discussion among academics and policymakers
because of the belief that it invigorates the economy—producing greater productivity, more jobs,
and higher economic growth. President George W. Bush promoted his economic plan by pointing to
its encouragement of entrepreneurship. Yet, despite its importance, the topic of entrepreneurship is
underrepresented in the economics literature. The contributors to Public Policy and the Economics
of Entrepreneurship examine different aspects of entrepreneurship and its relation to public policy
to help us reach a better understanding of the economic role of entrepreneurs. The contributors, all
prominent economists, first consider what policies effectively encourage entrepreneurship,
discussing a possible role for government in venture capital markets, the effect of the tax code's
subsidy of health insurance for the self-employed, and the impact of banking deregulation on
entrepreneurial activity. Two contributors then examine entrepreneurship in unexpected places—not
small businesses, but large pharmaceutical firms and nonprofit organizations. The final essays
explore the effect of entrepreneurship on inequality, looking at statistical evidence of upward
mobility for self-employed blacks and Hispanics and discussing the effect on entrepreneurial activity
of policies to reduce wealth inequality. The contributors hope, by offering a rigorous economic
examination of entrepreneurship, to foster better public policies that encourage and support
entrepreneurial activity.

jonathan gruber economics: Economics of Means-Tested Transfer Programs in the
United States, Volume I Robert A. Moffitt, 2016-11-16 These two volumes update the earlier
Means-Tested Transfer Programs in the United States with a discussion of the changes in
means-tested government programs and the results of new research over the past decade. A number
of these programs have seen substantial increases in expenditures, including Medicaid, the Earned
Income Tax Credit, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, and subsidized housing
programs. For each program, the contributors describe its origins and goals, summarize its history
and current rules, and discuss recipients' characteristics and the types of benefits they
receive.--Publisher's description.

jonathan gruber economics: Ibss: Economics: 1995 Compiled by the British Library of
Political and Economic Science at the London School of Economics, 1996 The IBSS is the essential
tool for librarians, university departments, research institutions and any public or private
institutions whose work requires access to up-to-date and comprehensive knowledge of the social
sciences.

jonathan gruber economics: Income Volatility and Implications for Food Assistance




Programs John Karl Scholz, James P. Ziliak, 2010-03 These articles cover a wide range of topics
related to income volatility and food assistance programs and evaluation of the safety net.

jonathan gruber economics: The Economics of Health and Health Care Sherman Folland,
Allen Charles Goodman, Miron Stano, 2016-05-23 For courses in Health Economics, U.S. Health
Policy/Systems, or Public Health, taken by health services students or practitioners, the text makes
economic concepts the backbone of its health care coverage. Folland, Goodman and Stano's book is
the bestselling Health Care Economics text that teaches through core economic themes, rather than
concepts unique to the health care economy. This edition contains revised and updated data tables,
where applicable. The advent of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) in 2010 has
also led to changes in many chapters , most notably in the organization and focus of Chapter 16.

jonathan gruber economics: Public Finance, Global Edition Ted Gayer, HARVEY ROSEN,
2014-01-16 Rosen and Gayer's Public Finance provides the economic tools necessary to analyze
government expenditure and tax policies and, along the way, takes students to the frontiers of
current research and policy. While the information presented is cutting edge and reflects the work of
economists currently active in the field, the approach makes the text accessible to undergraduates
whose only prior exposure to economics is at the introductory level. The authors' years of policy
experience have convinced them that modern public finance provides a practical and invaluable
framework for thinking about policy issues. The goal is simple: to emphasize the links between
sound economics and the analysis of real-world policy problems. Enhancements and key features for
this new Global Edition include:New Policy Perspectives introduce relevant and engaging examples
of international policy so students can extend their understanding of theory to policymaking across
the globe. New Empirical Evidence applications provide students with real-world examples that are
relevant to them, from case studies about Sweden and China to global examples that compare
experiences between countries. Updated end-of-chapter questions broaden critical thinking,
encouraging students to apply their knowledge to international and comparative examples. The
results of econometric models are used to help students understand how expenditure and tax
policies affect individual behavior and how governments set policies. Integrated theory and analysis:
Institutional, theoretical, and empirical material is interwoven to provide students with a clear and
coherent view of how government spending and taxation relate to economic theory. Current
research is presented alongside discussion of methodological and substantive controversies. The
approach is modern, theoretical, and empirical, and shared by most active economists. Institutional
and legal settings are described in detail, and the links between economic analysis and current
political issues are emphasized. This Global Edition has been adapted to meet the needs of courses
outside of the United States and does not align with the instructor and student resources available
with the US edition.

jonathan gruber economics: Targeting Investments in Children Phillip B. Levine, David J.
Zimmerman, 2010-10-15 A substantial number of American children experience poverty: about 17
percent of those under the age of eighteen meet the government’s definition, and the proportion is
even greater within minority groups. Childhood poverty can have lifelong effects, resulting in poor
educational, labor market, and physical and mental health outcomes for adults. These problems have
long been recognized, and there are numerous programs designed to alleviate or even eliminate
poverty; as these programs compete for scarce resources, it is important to develop a clear view of
their impact as tools for poverty alleviation. Targeting Investments in Children tackles the problem
of evaluating these programs by examining them using a common metric: their impact on earnings
in adulthood. The volume’s contributors explore a variety of issues, such as the effect of
interventions targeted at children of different ages, and study a range of programs, including child
care, after-school care, and drug prevention. The results will be invaluable to educational leaders
and researchers as well as policy makers.

jonathan gruber economics: The Oxford Handbook of the Economics of Networks Yann
Bramoullé, Andrea Galeotti, Brian W. Rogers, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of the Economics of
Networks represents the frontier of research into how and why networks they form, how they




influence behavior, how they help govern outcomes in an interactive world, and how they shape
collective decision making, opinion formation, and diffusion dynamics. From a methodological
perspective, the contributors to this volume devote attention to theory, field experiments, laboratory
experiments, and econometrics. Theoretical work in network formation, games played on networks,
repeated games, and the interaction between linking and behavior is synthesized. A number of
chapters are devoted to studying social process mediated by networks. Topics here include opinion
formation, diffusion of information and disease, and learning. There are also chapters devoted to
financial contagion and systemic risk, motivated in part by the recent financial crises. Another
section discusses communities, with applications including social trust, favor exchange, and social
collateral; the importance of communities for migration patterns; and the role that networks and
communities play in the labor market. A prominent role of networks, from an economic perspective,
is that they mediate trade. Several chapters cover bilateral trade in networks, strategic
intermediation, and the role of networks in international trade. Contributions discuss as well the role
of networks for organizations. On the one hand, one chapter discusses the role of networks for the
performance of organizations, while two other chapters discuss managing networks of consumers
and pricing in the presence of network-based spillovers. Finally, the authors discuss the internet as a
network with attention to the issue of net neutrality.
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