
informal reading inventory examples
informal reading inventory examples provide educators with practical tools to assess and
understand students’ reading abilities in a nuanced and individualized manner. These examples
illustrate how teachers can use informal reading inventories (IRIs) to evaluate fluency,
comprehension, word recognition, and reading levels without relying on standardized tests alone.
This article explores various informal reading inventory examples, highlighting their structure,
purpose, and application in diverse educational settings. Readers will gain insight into how IRIs
differ from formal assessments and why they are valuable for tailoring instruction to meet students’
unique needs. Additionally, the article discusses common types of IRIs and provides sample passages
and questions that exemplify effective assessment. Finally, strategies for interpreting IRI results and
integrating findings into instructional planning will be examined. The following sections will guide
educators through the essential components and practical usage of informal reading inventory
examples.

Understanding Informal Reading Inventories

Common Types of Informal Reading Inventories

Examples of Informal Reading Inventory Passages

Administering and Scoring an Informal Reading Inventory

Using Informal Reading Inventory Data to Inform Instruction

Understanding Informal Reading Inventories
Informal reading inventories (IRIs) are diagnostic tools used by educators to assess a student's
reading proficiency through a series of graded passages and comprehension questions. Unlike
standardized assessments, IRIs are flexible and individualized, allowing teachers to observe reading
behaviors such as fluency, accuracy, and comprehension in a naturalistic setting. These inventories
often include a range of reading levels, enabling educators to identify a student's independent,
instructional, and frustrational reading levels. By using informal reading inventory examples,
teachers can gain deeper insights into students’ strengths and weaknesses, which facilitates
targeted instruction and differentiated learning strategies.

Purpose and Benefits of Informal Reading Inventories
Informal reading inventories are designed to provide a comprehensive profile of a student's reading
abilities. They help identify specific areas such as decoding skills, vocabulary knowledge, and
comprehension strategies. The benefits of using IRIs include the ability to:

Assess reading levels accurately and efficiently.



Identify students’ reading strengths and challenges.

Customize instructional approaches based on individual needs.

Monitor progress over time through repeated assessments.

Provide a more complete picture of reading development than standardized tests alone.

Common Types of Informal Reading Inventories
There are several types of informal reading inventories used in classrooms today. Each type serves a
specific purpose and may be chosen based on the educational context and student population.
Familiarity with these types enhances an educator’s ability to select or design appropriate
assessments.

Developmental Reading Assessments
Developmental reading assessments are informal inventories that use leveled passages to evaluate
reading levels and comprehension. These inventories typically include word lists, graded passages,
and comprehension questions to pinpoint students’ reading abilities at various stages.

Running Records
Running records are a form of informal reading assessment where the teacher listens to a student
read aloud and records errors and self-corrections. This method helps to evaluate fluency, accuracy,
and error patterns, providing valuable data for instructional planning.

Qualitative Reading Inventories
Qualitative reading inventories focus on qualitative data such as comprehension strategies, reading
behaviors, and the types of errors made. These inventories often combine observations with reading
samples to yield a richer understanding of a student’s reading processes.

Examples of Informal Reading Inventory Passages
Practical examples of informal reading inventory passages illustrate how educators can implement
these assessments effectively. Passages are typically graded by difficulty, allowing for assessment
across multiple reading levels. Below are sample passages and questions used in informal reading
inventories.



Sample Passage for Emerging Readers
“The cat is on the mat. The sun is hot. The dog runs fast.”

Sample questions:

What is on the mat?1.

Is the sun cold or hot?2.

Who runs fast, the cat or the dog?3.

Sample Passage for Intermediate Readers
“Tom and Lucy went to the park. They saw birds flying high in the sky. Tom wanted to feed the
birds, so he took out some bread crumbs from his bag.”

Sample questions:

Where did Tom and Lucy go?1.

What did Tom want to do with the bread crumbs?2.

Describe what Tom and Lucy saw in the park.3.

Sample Passage for Advanced Readers
“The ancient forest was thick with towering trees whose branches intertwined to form a dense
canopy. Sunlight filtered through the leaves, casting dappled shadows on the forest floor where a
variety of animals thrived.”

Sample questions:

What creates the dense canopy in the forest?1.

How does sunlight affect the forest floor?2.

What can be inferred about the forest ecosystem from the passage?3.

Administering and Scoring an Informal Reading
Inventory
Administering an informal reading inventory requires careful attention to procedure to ensure



accurate results. The process typically involves selecting graded passages, having the student read
aloud, recording errors, and asking comprehension questions. Scoring involves calculating error
rates and comprehension accuracy to determine the student’s reading levels.

Steps to Administer an IRI
The following steps outline a standard approach to administering an informal reading inventory:

Select passages at various difficulty levels appropriate for the student’s grade or ability.1.

Ask the student to read the passage aloud while noting errors and self-corrections.2.

After reading, pose comprehension questions related to the passage.3.

Record the number and types of errors, and evaluate the student’s comprehension responses.4.

Determine independent, instructional, and frustrational reading levels based on accuracy and5.
comprehension scores.

Interpreting IRI Scores
Interpretation of informal reading inventory scores involves assessing both accuracy and
comprehension. Generally, the reading levels are classified as:

Independent Level: Student reads with 95-100% accuracy and high comprehension.

Instructional Level: Student reads with 90-94% accuracy and adequate comprehension;
optimal for guided reading instruction.

Frustrational Level: Student reads below 90% accuracy or demonstrates poor
comprehension; material is too difficult.

Using Informal Reading Inventory Data to Inform
Instruction
Data collected from informal reading inventories are valuable for informing instructional decisions
and creating personalized learning plans. Educators can use IRI results to select appropriate
reading materials, design interventions, and monitor student progress over time.



Tailoring Instruction Based on IRI Results
Once a student’s reading levels are identified, instruction can be tailored to meet their specific
needs. For example, materials at the instructional level can be used to challenge the student
appropriately, while independent level materials reinforce confidence and fluency. Targeted
interventions can address areas such as phonics, vocabulary, or comprehension strategies.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Strategies
Regular use of informal reading inventories allows educators to track growth and adjust teaching
methods as necessary. Reassessing students periodically with IRIs helps to identify improvements or
ongoing challenges, ensuring instruction remains responsive and effective.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an informal reading inventory (IRI) and how is it
used?
An informal reading inventory (IRI) is an assessment tool used by educators to determine a student's
reading level, strengths, and weaknesses. It involves a series of graded reading passages followed by
comprehension questions to evaluate accuracy, fluency, and understanding.

Can you provide examples of informal reading inventory
passages?
Examples of IRI passages typically include short stories, informational texts, and narrative
paragraphs at various reading levels. These passages are designed to assess different skills such as
decoding, vocabulary, and comprehension, often increasing in difficulty as the student progresses.

How do I interpret the results from an informal reading
inventory?
Results from an IRI are interpreted by analyzing the student's reading accuracy, fluency rate, and
comprehension scores. This helps identify the independent, instructional, and frustration reading
levels, guiding teachers to select appropriate reading materials and interventions.

Are there any popular informal reading inventory tools or
examples available online?
Yes, popular informal reading inventories include the Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI) and
informal tools created by educators. Many educators share sample passages and questions online,
which can be used as examples or templates for creating customized IRIs.



How can informal reading inventory examples help in
differentiated instruction?
Using IRI examples allows teachers to assess individual student reading abilities and tailor
instruction accordingly. By identifying specific areas of need, educators can provide targeted
support, select appropriate texts, and design reading activities that match each student's skill level.

Additional Resources
1. Informal Reading Inventories: Essentials for Effective Instruction
This book provides a comprehensive guide to using informal reading inventories (IRIs) in classroom
settings. It covers assessment techniques, interpretation of results, and strategies for tailoring
instruction based on individual student needs. Educators will find practical examples and sample
inventories that help in evaluating reading levels and comprehension skills.

2. Practical Informal Reading Inventories for Teachers
Designed for classroom teachers, this book offers a hands-on approach to administering and
analyzing informal reading inventories. It includes sample passages, scoring guidelines, and tips for
integrating assessment data into instructional planning. The text emphasizes adaptability for diverse
student populations and varying reading abilities.

3. Assessing Reading: Multiple Measures and Informal Reading Inventories
This resource explores various assessment methods with a focus on informal reading inventories as a
key tool. It explains how to select appropriate passages and questions, record responses, and
interpret findings to guide reading instruction. The book also addresses common challenges and
provides solutions for accurate assessment.

4. Informal Reading Inventory Examples and Applications
A practical compilation of sample IRIs, this book presents a variety of reading passages and question
sets across different grade levels. It includes detailed instructions for administration and scoring,
making it an ideal resource for educators seeking ready-to-use materials. The examples demonstrate
how to assess fluency, comprehension, and word recognition.

5. Using Informal Reading Inventories to Support Literacy Development
Focusing on the role of IRIs in literacy education, this book discusses how informal assessments can
inform targeted interventions. It highlights case studies that show the impact of tailored instruction
based on inventory results. Educators learn to identify reading strengths and weaknesses to foster
student growth.

6. Informal Reading Inventories: A Guide for Literacy Coaches and Specialists
This guide is tailored for literacy coaches and reading specialists who support classroom teachers in
assessment practices. It details how to train others in administering IRIs and interpreting data for
instructional decision-making. The book also covers strategies for monitoring progress and adjusting
teaching methods accordingly.

7. Reading Assessment Strategies: Informal Reading Inventories and Beyond
Offering a broad perspective on reading assessment, this book includes IRIs as a fundamental
component. It reviews multiple assessment tools and explains how IRIs complement standardized
tests and observational data. The text encourages a balanced approach to understanding student



reading abilities.

8. Developing Informal Reading Inventories: Examples and Best Practices
This book guides educators in creating their own informal reading inventories tailored to their
students' needs. It provides criteria for selecting passages, designing comprehension questions, and
establishing scoring rubrics. The author emphasizes validity and reliability to ensure effective
assessment outcomes.

9. Informal Reading Inventories in the Classroom: Sample Passages and Scoring Guides
A resource filled with sample reading passages and detailed scoring guides, this book aids teachers
in conducting informal reading assessments with confidence. It covers a range of difficulty levels
and question types to assess various reading skills. The text also offers advice on interpreting results
to inform differentiated instruction.
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undergraduate and graduate courses in reading diagnosis, reading methods that include a
diagnostic component, and for in-service courses on reading/literacy development and diagnosis.
http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415802093/
  informal reading inventory examples: Assessment for Reading Instruction Katherine A.
Dougherty Stahl, Kevin Flanigan, Michael C. McKenna, 2019-12-09 This book provides a
comprehensive conceptual framework and hands-on practical tools for reading assessment. The
authors present a clear roadmap for evaluating K-8 students' strengths and weaknesses in each of
the basic competencies that good readers need to master. Teachers learn how to select, administer,
and interpret a wide range of formal and informal assessments, and how to use the results to
improve instruction. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book includes 30 reproducible
assessment tools--Provided by publisher.
  informal reading inventory examples: The Special Educator′s Guide to Assessment Tara S.
Guerriero, Mary A. Houser, Vicki A. McGinley, 2020-07-23 Special education students often learn
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assessment plays in the diagnosis of a disability, determination of eligibility for special education
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between assessment concepts and classroom application for teachers. Authors Tara S. Guerriero,
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the preparation to provide comprehensive instruction to P-12 students through this text. While
special education teachers are often not the ones conducting comprehensive evaluations, it is
paramount that they understand their students’ individual characteristics, and understand how
assessment is used to determine diagnosis and eligibility. Framing the text around The Individuals
with Disabilities Act (IDEA) provides students with concrete standards by which all disabilities are
evaluated and regulated in our public educational system. Part I introduces the basic topics of
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assessment and how it applies in real classrooms. Included with this title: The password-protected
Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources,
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  informal reading inventory examples: Diagnosis and Correction of Reading Problems
Darrell Morris, 2013-10-29 This widely adopted text and teacher resource provides a comprehensive
approach to assessing and remediating reading difficulties in grades K-6. Darrell Morris presents
rich case studies of beginning and older readers struggling with different types of reading problems.
He shows how to administer a thorough diagnostic battery and provide instruction tailored to each
student's needs. In addition to one-to-one tutoring strategies, small-group and whole-class
applications are discussed. Reproducible tools, book lists, and other user-friendly materials can be
photocopied from the book or downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size. New to This
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historical and theoretical foundations. See also the Morris Informal Reading Inventory: Preprimer
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reading abilities.
  informal reading inventory examples: Assessing Readers Rona Flippo, 2014-01-23 A
Co-publication of Routledge and the International Reading Association This new edition of Assessing
Readers continues to bridge the gap between authentic, informal, and formative assessments, and
more traditional quantitative, and summative assessment approaches. At the heart of the book is
respect and confidence in the capabilities of knowledgeable teachers to make the correct literacy



decisions for the students they teach based on appropriate assessments. Inclusive and practical, it
supports individual classroom teachers' knowledge, beliefs, decisions, and roles and offers specific
assessment, instruction, and organizational ideas and strategies, while incorporating a range of
perspectives that inform the field of reading and literacy education, covering the most important
ideas and information found in more traditional reading diagnosis books. Changes in the Second
Edition Addresses the Common Core State Standards Includes Response to Intervention (RTI)
Discusses family literacy in language-diverse homes and the needs of ELL students Covers formative
assessment Offers ideas and guidelines for ELL assessment Looks at issues of accountability and
teaching to prescribed state tests and objectives versus accommodating to them – the pitfalls and
problems and how to cope Provides new practical examples, including new rubrics, more
teacher-developed cognitive assessments, a new case study, and new teacher-developed strategy
lessons
  informal reading inventory examples: Encyclopedia of School Psychology T. Stuart Watson,
Christopher H. Skinner, 2012-12-06 School psychologists are on the front lines in dealing with the
most significant challenges facing children and the educational community today. And in a world of
ever-increasing risks and obstacles for students, school psychologists must be able to use their
in-depth psychological and educational training to work effectively with students, parents, teachers,
administrators, and other mental health professionals to help create safe learning environments. By
recognizing each individual student's unique circumstances and personality, school psychologists
are able to offer specialized services to address such crucial children's issues as: family troubles
(e.g., divorce, death); school assignments; depression; anger management; substance abuse; study
skills; learning disabilities; sexuality; and self-discipline. The Encyclopedia of School Psychology
provides school psychologists and other educational and mental health professionals with a thorough
understanding of the most current theories, research, and practices in this critical area. In addition,
the Encyclopedia offers the most up-to-date information on important issues from assessment to
intervention to prevention techniques.
  informal reading inventory examples: Strategic Reading Groups Jennifer Berne, Sophie C.
Degener, 2012-03-02 Strategic grouping can transform reading instruction in the middle grades
from a hit-or-miss learning experience to a targeted, responsive one. This book features a practical
and field-tested model for small-group differentiated reading instruction in Grades 4-8. Jennifer
Berne and Sophie C. Degener offer a clear, detailed discussion of how to position this instruction
inside middle school language arts or reading classrooms and simple, effective strategies for
classroom management, groupings, and assessment. The authors explain how to: (1) balance brief
strategic reading lessons with whole-class work; (2) Structure and guide reading groups
consistently; (3) Assess students before and during reading groups; and (4)Cue students and gauge
understanding as they read. Differentiating instruction is not the flavor of the month in education;
rather, it is the essential orientation for maximizing student success. Strategic Reading Groups gives
teachers the tools they need to differentiate reading instruction in the critical middle years, as
students begin to read more complex, content-filled narrative and informative texts. [Foreword by
Donna Ogle.].
  informal reading inventory examples: Literacy Assessment and Intervention for
Classroom Teachers Beverly A. DeVries, 2019-05-31 The fifth edition of this comprehensive
resource helps future and practicing teachers recognize and assess literacy problems, while
providing practical, effective intervention strategies to help every student succeed. DeVries
thoroughly explores the major components of literacy, offering an overview of pertinent research,
suggested methods and tools for diagnosis and assessment, intervention strategies and activities,
and technology applications to increase students' skills. Updated to reflect the needs of teachers in
increasingly diverse classrooms, the fifth edition addresses scaffolding for English language
learners, and offers appropriate instructional strategies and tailored teaching ideas to help both
teachers and their students. Several valuable appendices include assessment tools, instructions and
visuals for creating and implementing the book's more than 150 instructional strategies and



activities, and other resources. New to the Fifth Edition: Up-to-date and in line with ILA, CCSS, and
most state and district literacy standards, this edition also addresses the important shifts and
evolution of these standards. New chapter on Language Development, Speaking, and Listening
covers early literacy, assessment, and interventions. New intervention strategies and activities are
featured in all chapters and highlight a stronger technology component. Updated Companion
Website with additional tools, resources, and examples of teachers using assessment strategies.
  informal reading inventory examples: Teaching Literacy in the Visible Learning
Classroom, Grades K-5 Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, John Hattie, 2017-01-20 Teach with optimum
impact to foster deeper expressions of literacy Whether through direct instruction, guided
instruction, peer-led and independent learning—every student deserves a great teacher, not by
chance, but by design. In this companion to Visible Learning for Literacy, Fisher, Frey, and Hattie
show you how to use learning intentions, success criteria, formative assessment and feedback to
achieve profound instructional clarity. Chapter by chapter, this acclaimed author team helps put a
range of learning strategies into practice, depending upon whether your K–5 students are ready for
surface, deep, or transfer levels of understanding.
  informal reading inventory examples: Handbook of Reading Assessment Sherry Mee Bell,
R. Steve McCallum, 2015-07-30 The Handbook of Reading Assessment, Second Edition, covers the
wide range of reading assessments educators must be able to use and understand to effectively
assess and instruct their students. Comprehensive and filled with numerous authentic examples, the
text addresses informal classroom based assessment, progress monitoring, individual
norm-referenced assessment, and group norm-referenced or ‘high-stakes’ testing. Coverage includes
assessment content relevant for English language learners and adults. A set of test guidelines to use
when selecting or evaluating an assessment tool is provided. New and updated in the Second Edition
Impact on reading assessment of Common Core Standards for literacy; increased top-down focus on
accountability and high stakes tests; innovations in computerized assessment of reading Latest
developments in Response to Intervention (RTI) model, particularly as they impact reading
assessment International Reading Association standards for reading educators and brief discussion
of International Dyslexia Association standards Types of reading assessment, including discussion of
formative versus summative assessment Expanded coverage of assessment of reading motivation
Expanded coverage of writing assessment New and revised assessments across genres of reading
assessment Companion Website: numerous resources relevant to reading and writing assessment;
suggestions for evidence-based instructional practices that can be linked to assessment results;
PowerPoint slides; test bank; study guides; application exercises
  informal reading inventory examples: Literacy for the New Millennium Barbara J.
Guzzetti, 2007-10-30 Living in an age of communication, literacy is an extremely integral part of our
society. We are impacted by literature during our infancy, childhood, adolescence, and adulthood.
This four volume set includes information from specialists in the field who discuss the influence of
popular culture, media, and technology on literacy. Together, they offer a comprehensive outline of
the study and practice of literacy in the United States.
  informal reading inventory examples: Massachusetts MTEL English (07) Audrey A.
Friedman, 2009-08-13 Get Licensed and Get Teaching! NEW Massachusetts Teacher Certification
Test Prep Puts Teachers in a Class of Their Own! First Edition with CD-ROM TestWare(R)! REA's
new test prep for the MTEL (Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure) English (Field 07) was
specifically designed for prospective educators seeking a Massachusetts English Language teaching
license. Teacher candidates typically take the MTEL as they are nearing completion of, or have
completed, their undergraduate work. Fully aligned with the standards of the Massachusetts
Department of Education, the book contains an in-depth, targeted review that covers all areas of the
state's official exam topics, including Literature & Language, Rhetoric & Composition, Reading
Theory, Research & Instruction, and the Integration of Knowledge and Understanding. Two
full-length practice exams feature every type of question, subject area, and skill tested on the MTEL
exam. Our practice tests replicate the multiple-choice and open-ended portions of the official exam,



allowing teacher candidates to assess their skills and gauge their test-readiness. The interactive
CD-ROM includes the book's two exams in a timed format with automatic scoring and instant
feedback, allowing teacher candidates to identify their strengths and weaknesses. Our test prep
comes complete with test-taking tips and strategies, plus detailed explanations of all practice test
answers. This book is a must for anyone seeking certification as an English teacher in
Massachusetts.
  informal reading inventory examples: Teaching Strategic Processes in Reading Janice F.
Almasi, Susan King Fullerton, 2012-08-30 This accessible teacher resource and course text shows
how to incorporate strategy instruction into the K–8 classroom every day. Cutting-edge theory and
research are integrated with practical guidance and reflections from experienced teachers of novice
and struggling readers. The book describes the nuts and bolts of creating classroom contexts that
foster strategy use, combining explicit comprehension instruction with scaffolded support, and
providing opportunities for students to verbalize their thinking. It features reproducible learning
activities and planning and assessment tools. New to This Edition*The latest knowledge and
classroom-tested methods.*Chapter on response to intervention (RTI).*Chapter on organizing
instruction across the school day and week.*Expanded practical content, including sample lessons
and more early literacy and upper-elementary examples.
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