inslaw government

inslaw government is a term that often refers to the complex interactions and controversies involving
InsSLAW Inc., a software company, and various government agencies. This relationship has been
marked by legal disputes, contract issues, and intellectual property claims, particularly surrounding the
PROMIS software developed by InsLAW. Understanding the inslaw government dynamics requires an
in-depth look into the company's history, the nature of its government contracts, and the ensuing
litigation that has shaped public and legal discourse. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the inslaw government relationship, exploring the origins of InsLAW, its involvement with federal
agencies, the PROMIS software controversy, and the broader implications for government contracting
and software licensing. Additionally, it will examine the legal battles that have defined the interaction
between InsLAW and the U.S. government, highlighting key outcomes and ongoing impact. The
following sections will dissect these topics in detail to offer a clear understanding of the inslaw

government narrative.

History of InsLAW and Government Contracts

The PROMIS Software Controversy

Legal Disputes Between InsLAW and the Government

Impact on Government Contracting Practices

e Current Status and Legacy of InsSLAW



History of InsLAW and Government Contracts

InsSLAW Inc. was founded in the early 1980s and quickly became known for developing the
Prosecutor’s Management Information System (PROMIS), a software application designed to assist in
case management for prosecutors’ offices. The company's relationship with the government began as
it sought to license PROMIS to various federal agencies, including the Department of Justice (DOJ).
Throughout the 1980s, InsLAW engaged in several contracts and negotiations aimed at deploying

PROMIS within governmental systems.

The government's interest in PROMIS stemmed from its potential to streamline case tracking and
improve legal workflow efficiency. Initial contracts involved customization and support services,
positioning InsLAW as a key software supplier for prosecutorial case management. However,
challenges soon emerged concerning licensing terms, intellectual property rights, and software

distribution practices, which complicated the inslaw government relationship.

Early Government Engagements

The DOJ initially licensed PROMIS software to enhance case management capabilities. InsLAW
provided ongoing technical support and software updates as part of this engagement. During this
period, InsLAW worked closely with government IT personnel to tailor the software to meet specific

prosecutorial needs.

Contractual Challenges

Despite initial successes, disputes arose over the ownership and licensing rights of PROMIS. InsLAW
claimed that the government had used the software beyond the scope of the agreed contracts, leading
to allegations of unauthorized distribution. These contractual and intellectual property concerns set the

stage for prolonged legal conflicts between InsLAW and government entities.



The PROMIS Software Controversy

The PROMIS software controversy is central to understanding inslaw government relations. InsLAW
alleged that the government had misappropriated its proprietary software, distributing it to other
agencies and third parties without proper licensing or compensation. This claim triggered a series of

accusations, investigations, and legal actions that spanned decades.

PROMIS was touted as an innovative solution for legal case management, but the controversy over its
use and ownership raised questions about government transparency and ethics in handling proprietary
technology. The software’s distribution without InNsSLAW’s consent became a focal point of debate in

legal and political circles.

Allegations of Software Misappropriation

InsSLAW argued that the government violated licensing agreements by copying and distributing
PROMIS to other agencies and even international entities. These allegations suggested a breach of

trust and contractual obligations, leading to significant financial and reputational damage for InsLAW.

Government Response and Investigations

Federal agencies responded by conducting internal reviews and defending their actions as compliant
with contract terms. Despite these efforts, investigations highlighted gaps in contract management and

raised concerns about intellectual property protections within government procurement processes.

Legal Disputes Between InsSLAW and the Government

The legal battles between InsLAW and various government bodies form a critical chapter in the inslaw
government saga. InsLAW pursued multiple lawsuits and claims seeking damages for the alleged
misuse of PROMIS software. These legal disputes involved complex questions of intellectual property

law, contract enforcement, and government accountability.



Court cases and Congressional inquiries examined the extent of government responsibility in the
distribution and use of PROMIS. The proceedings revealed challenges in navigating proprietary

software rights when interfacing with federal agencies.

Key Lawsuits and Claims

InsLAW filed several high-profile lawsuits accusing the DOJ and other agencies of breach of contract
and intellectual property theft. These claims sought compensation for unauthorized use and distribution

of PROMIS, as well as injunctions to prevent further misuse.

Judicial Outcomes and Settlements

Over the years, courts delivered mixed rulings, with some cases dismissed on procedural grounds and
others resulting in settlements or judgments favorable to InsLAW. The protracted nature of these

disputes underscores the complexity of government contracting disputes involving proprietary software.

Impact on Government Contracting Practices

The inslaw government controversy had a lasting impact on how government agencies approach
software licensing and contract management. Lessons learned from the PROMIS dispute influenced
reforms aimed at improving transparency, intellectual property protections, and oversight in federal

procurement.

Government agencies increasingly adopted more stringent guidelines for software licensing
agreements and enhanced monitoring mechanisms to prevent unauthorized distribution of proprietary
technologies. These changes aimed to protect both government interests and the rights of private

software developers.



Improvements in Contractual Clarity

One major outcome was the emphasis on clearer contract language regarding software ownership,
usage rights, and distribution limitations. This clarity helps prevent misunderstandings and legal

disputes similar to those experienced by InsLAW.

Enhanced Intellectual Property Safeguards

Government procurement policies were updated to strengthen intellectual property protections,
ensuring that proprietary software developers receive fair compensation and recognition for their work

when contracting with federal agencies.

Current Status and Legacy of InsSLAW

Today, InsLAW’s legacy remains significant in discussions about government use of proprietary
software and the challenges faced by private companies in government contracting. Although much of
the original controversy has subsided, the issues raised continue to influence policy and legal

standards in this area.

InsLAW’s experience serves as a case study for software vendors and government agencies alike,
highlighting the importance of clear agreements and respect for intellectual property rights in public

sector technology adoption.

Ongoing Influence in Government Technology Policy

The inslaw government case has informed ongoing debates about transparency, accountability, and
ethics in government technology procurement, shaping contemporary practices and legislative

oversight.



Lessons for Software Vendors and Public Agencies

The experience underscores the necessity for both parties to engage in thorough contract negotiation
and management, fostering cooperative relationships that safeguard proprietary interests while

advancing public sector needs.

¢ Clear contract terms are essential for defining software ownership and usage rights.
¢ Government agencies must implement robust intellectual property protections.

¢ Transparency and accountability are critical in public sector technology adoption.

¢ Legal disputes can be mitigated through proactive communication and compliance.

¢ The inslaw government case remains a benchmark for procurement policy reforms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is InsSLAW and how is it related to the government?

InsLAW is a software company known for developing the PROMIS case management software. It
became notable due to its legal disputes involving the U.S. government over allegations of software

theft and misuse.

What was the InsLAW controversy involving the U.S. government?

The InsLAW controversy centers on allegations that the U.S. Department of Justice illegally
appropriated InsLAW's PROMIS software without proper compensation, leading to a high-profile legal

battle and congressional investigations in the 1980s and 1990s.



What is PROMIS software developed by InsLAW?

PROMIS (Prosecutor’s Management Information System) is a case management software developed

by InsLAW to help law enforcement and prosecutors manage case information efficiently.

Has the U.S. government admitted to any wrongdoing in the InsLAW
case?

The U.S. government has consistently denied allegations of wrongdoing related to the InsLAW case,
although various investigations and reports have highlighted irregularities in the handling of the

software.

Are there ongoing legal proceedings related to InsLAW and the
government?

Most of the major legal disputes between InsLAW and the U.S. government were resolved in the

1990s, but the case remains a significant example of government software procurement controversies.

What impact did the InsLAW case have on government software
procurement policies?

The InsLAW case led to increased scrutiny and reforms in government software procurement
processes, emphasizing transparency, intellectual property rights, and fair compensation for software

developers.

Where can | find more information about the InsLAW government
dispute?

More information about the InsLAW government dispute can be found in congressional hearing
records, legal case documents, and investigative journalism reports available through government

archives and reputable news sources.



Additional Resources

1. The InsLAW Affair: Unveiling Government Intrigue

This book explores the controversial InsLAW case, detailing the software dispute between InsLAW Inc.
and the U.S. Department of Justice. It provides a comprehensive overview of the legal battles,
allegations of government misconduct, and the impact on whistleblower protections. Readers gain
insight into the complexities of government contracts and the challenges faced by small tech

companies dealing with federal agencies.

2. Government Secrets and the InsLAW Controversy

Delving into classified documents and insider testimonies, this book examines the broader implications
of the InsLAW controversy within government operations. It discusses the intersection of technology,
legal ethics, and national security concerns. The narrative highlights how government secrecy can

complicate accountability and transparency in high-profile disputes.

3. Whistleblowing and the InsLAW Saga

Focusing on the individuals who exposed the alleged government malpractices in the InsLAW case,
this book sheds light on the personal and professional risks faced by whistleblowers. It contextualizes
the InsLAW saga within the larger framework of government oversight and reform. The book also

provides guidance on legal protections and advocacy for whistleblowers.

4. Software, Fraud, and Federal Power: The InsLAW Case

This title investigates the claims of software theft and fraud that sparked the InsSLAW controversy. It
analyzes the technological, legal, and political dimensions of the case, emphasizing the role of
software IP rights in government contracts. Readers gain a detailed understanding of how federal

power can influence corporate disputes.

5. The Politics of Technology in the InsSLAW Government Dispute

Examining the political maneuvering behind the InsLAW lawsuit, this book reveals how government
agencies manage technological innovation and intellectual property. It discusses the tensions between
private enterprise and government interests during the 1980s and beyond. The book offers a critical

look at policy decisions that affect software development and procurement.



6. Justice Denied: The InsLAW Legal Battle Against the Government

This book narrates the protracted legal struggle InsLAW faced against the U.S. government,
highlighting judicial challenges and systemic obstacles. It provides a case study in the complexities of
suing a federal agency and the implications for corporate justice. The author critiques the fairness of

government contracting processes and judicial recourse.

7. InsLAW and the Shadow Government: Power, Corruption, and Software

Exploring theories of government corruption linked to the InsLAW controversy, this book investigates
allegations of covert operations and misuse of power. It combines investigative journalism with legal

analysis to reveal possible hidden agendas in the handling of the case. The book appeals to readers

interested in government accountability and conspiracy.

8. Intellectual Property Battles in Government: Lessons from InsLAW

Focusing on intellectual property law as it pertains to government contracts, this book uses the
InsSLAW case as a primary example. It discusses the challenges companies face in protecting their
innovations when dealing with federal agencies. The text serves as a resource for legal professionals

and business leaders navigating government IP issues.

9. The InsLAW Case: A Historical Perspective on Government and Technology

Providing a historical overview, this book situates the InsLAW controversy within the broader evolution
of government technology policies. It traces how government attitudes toward software and innovation
have changed over time. Readers will understand the lasting impact of the InsLAW case on policy,

law, and technology development in the public sector.
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inslaw government: U.S. Government Anti-narcotics Activities in the Andean Region of South
America United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Governmental Affairs. Permanent

Subcommittee on Investigations, 1989

inslaw government: Staff Study of Allegations Pertaining to the Department of Justice's
Handling of a Contract with INSLAW, Inc United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Governmental Affairs. Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 1989

inslaw government: American Conspiracy Files Peter Kross, 2015-11-25 Conspiracy theories
are not new to our modern time. They date back to biblical times when Moses sent his spies out to
check out what the Egyptians were doing. Espionage is also linked to various conspiracies and is all
mixed up in the same bag of tricks and form any decent conspiracy or theory. In this new, fact
providing book by author Peter Kross called The American Conspiracy Files: The Stories We Were
Never Told, the reader is given a tour de force through the world of conspiracies and conspiracy
theories dating back to the time when this nation was first founded, right up until the modern day.
Author Kross provides the reader with these fascinating and unbelievable stories in short,
thought-provoking chapters that will both inform and educate the public to these little known tales
from our past. Among the stories that are revealed are the circumstances surrounding the Lost
Colony of Roanoke whose settlers simply left their homes and were never seen again. The tales of
the deaths of Davy Crockett, Jesse James and Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid leave the reader
wondering just what really happened to these iconic heroes, conspiracies in the Revolutionary War
including Benedict Arnold and Ben Franklin’s son, William. We delve into the large conspiracy to kill
President Lincoln and see that John Wilkes Booth did not act alone. Our tale then goes into our
modern day with chapters on the deaths of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King,
spies in the Roosevelt administration, the reasons behind the Oklahoma City bombing, the sordid
plots of President Lyndon Johnson and the deaths of people associated with him, the revelation of
“Deep Throat,” a plot by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to invade Cuba and blame it on Castro, among other
interesting tales. As author Kross did in his previous books, Tales From Langley: The CIA from
Truman to Obama and The Secret History of the United States, these stories are a fascinating
account of our hidden history, most of which the public has never heard of.

inslaw government: Mother Jones Magazine , 1992-05 Mother Jones is an award-winning
national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting and coverage of
sustainability and environmental issues.

inslaw government: Mother Jones Magazine , 1992-05 Mother Jones is an award-winning
national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting and coverage of
sustainability and environmental issues.

inslaw government: The Octopus Kenn Thomas, Jim Keith, 2004 Originally released to critical
praise, this book became a much sought-after classic in the underground of conspiracy literature -
today commanding high prices on the book collector's market. The new paperback edition carries
Casolaro's conspiratorial insights and research into the post-911 world, for which it was a harbinger.

inslaw government: ZAT Killer Instinct Ben Zhen, 2013-12 The book described the life of a
police officer who discovered that his sister was murdered by members of a satanic secret society.
During his investigation, he stumbled upon the plot to assassinate President ]. F. Kennedy and was
there when the assassination took place. As the story unfolded, the assassination of JFK let to a
bigger plot and the birth of Al-Qaeda which was both a terrorist group and a data base.

inslaw government: The Complete Idiot's Guide to National Security Michael Benson, Danny O.
Coulson, Allan Swenson, 2003 Provides information on national security in the United States before
and after the September 11 terrorist attacks and how the government is protecting the country from
future attacks.

inslaw government: Lawyers & Judges Rodney Stich, 2005-05 A former government agent
details a half-century of misconduct by lawyers and judges, and the resulting harm inflicted upon the
United States and its people.

inslaw government: Spy , 1992-12 Smart. Funny. Fearless.It's pretty safe to say that Spy was



the most influential magazine of the 1980s. It might have remade New York's cultural landscape; it
definitely changed the whole tone of magazine journalism. It was cruel, brilliant, beautifully written
and perfectly designed, and feared by all. There's no magazine I know of that's so continually
referenced, held up as a benchmark, and whose demise is so lamented --Dave Eggers. It's a piece of
garbage --Donald Trump.

inslaw government: Prosecution Among Friends David Alistair Yalof, 2012 that occurred
over the course of four decades beginning with the Nixon administration and extending up through
the second Bush administration. All of these cases -- Watergate, Whitewater, and others --

inslaw government: Defrauding America, Vol. One 4th Ed. Rodney Stich, 2005-12 Defrauding
America, Vol. One, describes in great detail covert operations involving CIA personnel during the
past 50 years. It is based on input from dozens of former CIA assets. The book is written by former
federal agent Rodney Stich, who has authored over a dozen books on government intrigue. Stich has
appeared as guest on over 3,000 radio and TV shows since 1978.

inslaw government: Computer Ethics Tom Forester, Perry Morrison, 1994 Widely acclaimed
for its readability and its balanced and authoritative coverage, Computer Ethics has been thoroughly
revised and updated with new anecdotes, new revelations, and lively discussion of the ethical, social,
and professional issues arising from the computer revolution, such as computer crime, software
theft, hacking, viruses, and the invasion of privacy.

inslaw government: United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
United States. Court of Appeals (District of Columbia Circuit), 1991

inslaw government: Like Sonny Hit a Tree! Thomas Lee Gorzynski, 2015-11-10 In 1998,
Congressman Sonny Bono, who came to fame as part of the singing duo Sonny & Cher, died while
skiing alone near South Lake Tahoe, Nevada. After his music career ended, Salvatore Phillip
“Sonny” Bono became mayor of Palm Springs, California, and in 1995 was named congressman for
California’s 44th district. As a freshman congressman, he tried to shake things up in Washington.
Former policeman Thomas Lee Gorzynski’s new investigative book Like Sonny Hit a Tree probes into
whether his death was really an accident. The author also delves into the mysterious death of writer
Danny Casolaro, who was about to reveal a massive government plot. He was found dead in a
Martinsburg, West Virginia hotel in 1991 with his wrists slashed ten to twelve times. Are these two
deaths connected? Joseph Daniel Casolaro’s cause of death was controversial because he was in
Martinsburg to meet a source on a story he called “the Octopus.” His investigation involved an
international government collaboration concerning the Iran-Contra scandal and other business plots.
Before heading for Martinsburg, he told his brother that if something happened to him in
Martinsburg, it would not be an accident.

inslaw government: Winging It . . . Gyeorgos Ceres Hatonn, 1994-07

inslaw government: DO]J-Judicial Crimes Against the People Captain Rodney Stich,
2014-05-01 40 years of joint corrupt activities and resulting tragedies by Department of Justice
personnel and federal judges.

inslaw government: The Last Circle Cheri Seymour, 2010-09-26 Probing one of most organized
and complex criminal enterprises in the United States, this report exposes the dynamics of the
Octopus, a globe-trotting undercover intelligence operative. Based on 18 years of investigative
research, this account reveals high-level, covert government operations and the elaborate corporate
structures and the theft of high-tech software (PROMIS) used as smoke-and-mirror covers for
narcotics trafficking, money laundering, arms sales, and espionage. The Octopus connections to a
maze of politicians and officials in the National Security Council, the CIA, the FBI, and the U.S.
Department of Justice are revealed. A detailed look into the recent high-profile arrest of Mafia
hit-man Jimmy Hughes is also included in this intriguing analysis.

inslaw government: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1996
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