INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA

INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA GOVERNS THE DISTRIBUTION OF A DECEASED PERSON’S ESTATE, ENSURING LEGAL CLARITY AND
PROTECTION FOR HEIRS AND BENEFICIARIES. NIGERIA'S INHERITANCE FRAMEWORK IS COMPLEX DUE TO ITS DIVERSE CULTURAL,
RELIGIOUS, AND CUSTOMARY PRACTICES, ALONGSIDE STATUTORY LAWS THAT MAY APPLY. UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS
ASPECTS OF INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA IS CRUCIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS DEALING WITH ESTATE PLANNING, SUCCESSION DISPUTES,
OR PROBATE MATTERS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE KEY COMPONENTS OF INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA, INCLUDING STATUTORY
REGULATIONS, CUSTOMARY AND IsLAMIC INFLUENCES, INTESTATE SUCCESSION, AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES.
ADDITIONALLY, IT EXAMINES THE ROLE OF WILLS, PROBATE PROCEDURES, AND COMMON CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED IN THE
INHERIT ANCE PROCESS. THE COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW AIMS TO PROVIDE CLARITY ON HOW INHERITANCE RIGHTS ARE
ESTABLISHED AND ENFORCED UNDER NIGERIAN LAW.

e OVERVIEW OF INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA
e TYPES OF INHERITANCE SYSTEMS

e \WILLS AND TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITIONS
® INTESTATE SUCCESSION

e PROBATE AND ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

e DisPUTES AND LEGAL CHALLENGES

® RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND REFORMS

OVERVIEW OF INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA

INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA ENCOMPASSES A MULTIFACETED LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT REGULATES THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
AND ASSETS FROM DECEASED INDIVIDUALS TO THEIR HEIRS OR BENEFICIARIES. THE COUNTRY'S LEGAL SYSTEM REFLECTS ITS
ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY, RESULTING IN THE COEXISTENCE OF STATUTORY, CUSTOMARY, AND [SLAMIC INHERITANCE
LAWS. THESE LAWS DICTATE HOW ESTATES ARE MANAGED, HOW RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED, AND HOW CONFLICTS ARE RESOLVED.
THE NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION PROVIDES GENERAL LEGAL PROTECTIONS, WHILE SPECIALIZED LAWS GOVERN SPECIFIC INHERITANCE
MATTERS. THIS SECTION DETAILS THE FOUNDATIONAL ASPECTS OF INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA.

LeGAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING INHERITANCE

THE INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA IS PRIMARILY GOVERNED BY THREE MAJOR LEGAL SYSTEMS:

o STATUTORY LAW: THIS INCLUDES THE ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES LAW AND THE WILLS LAW APPLICABLE IN
VARIOUS NIGERIAN STATES.

o CusTOMARY LAW: TRADITIONAL RULES AND CUSTOMS GOVERNING INHERITANCE AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS, OFTEN
UNWRITTEN BUT LEGALLY RECOGNIZED.

e |sLAMIC LAW (SHARIA)Z PREDOMINANTLY APPLIED IN NORTHERN NIGERIA, REGULATING INHERITANCE AMONG MUSLIMS
ACCORDING TO |SLAMIC PRINCIPLES.

THE APPLICATION OF THESE LAWS DEPENDS ON THE DECEASED’S RELIGION, ETHNICITY, AND THE LOCATION OF THE ESTATE.
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IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING MULTIPLE SYSTEMS

BECAUSE INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA INVOLVES OVERLAPPING LEGAL SYSTEMS, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO IDENTIFY WHICH SYSTEM
APPLIES TO A PARTICULAR CASE. THIS DETERMINATION INFLUENCES ESTATE DISTRIBUTION, RIGHTS OF SPOUSES AND CHILDREN,
AND PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS. THE COMPLEXITY OFTEN NECESSITATES LEGAL COUNSEL TO NAVIGATE THE INTERPLAY
BETWEEN STATUTORY PROVISIONS AND CUSTOMARY OR RELIGIOUS LAWS.

TYPES OF INHERITANCE SYSTEMS

NIGERIA’S INHERITANCE REGIMES CAN BE CATEGORIZED INTO THREE PRIMARY SYSTEMS, EACH WITH UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS AND
RULES FOR SUCCESSION. THESE SYSTEMS IMPACT HOW ESTATES ARE DIVIDED AND THE RIGHTS OF HEIRS.

CUSTOMARY INHERITANCE SYSTEM

CUSTOMARY INHERITANCE IS GUIDED BY THE TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS OF VARIOUS ETHNIC GROUPS. T IS TYPICALLY
UNWRITTEN AND PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS. KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

® |NHERITANCE USUALLY FAVORS MALE HEIRS, PARTICULARLY SONS OR BROTHERS.
® \W/IVES AND DAUGHTERS MAY HAVE LIMITED OR NO INHERITANCE RIGHTS UNDER CERTAIN CUSTOMS.

o CUSTOMARY LAW EMPHASIZES COMMUNAL OWNERSHIP AND FAMILY LINEAGE OVER INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS.

THIS SYSTEM VARIES SIGNIFICANTLY AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS SUCH AS THE YORUBA, IGBO, AND HAUSA-FULANI.

IsLAMIC INHERITANCE LAW

IN NORTHERN NIGERIA, WHERE |SLAM PREDOMINATES, INHERITANCE FOLLOWS SHARIA PRINCIPLES. THE LAW PROVIDES DETAILED
SHARES FOR HEIRS, INCLUDING SPOUSES, CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND OTHER RELATIVES. IMPORTANT ASPECTS INCLUDE:

e [IXED SHARES ARE PRESCRIBED FOR SPOUSES, CHILDREN, AND PARENTS.
® MALE HEIRS GENERALLY RECEIVE TWICE THE SHARE OF FEMALE HEIRS.

® THE ESTATE IS DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THE QURANIC INJUNCTIONS AND HADITH.

ISLAMIC INHERITANCE LAW IS CODIFIED IN VARIOUS NORTHERN NIGERIAN STATES AND ADMINISTERED BY SHARIA COURTS.

STATUTORY INHERITANCE LAW

STATUTORY INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA IS GOVERNED BY LAWS SUCH AS THE WILLS LAW AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF
EsTATES LAW. THIS SYSTEM APPLIES WHEN THE DECEASED LEAVES A VALID WILL OR WHEN CUSTOMARY OR ISLAMIC LAWS DO
NOT APPLY. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

® THE LAW PROVIDES FOR EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION AMONG SURVIVING SPOUSES, CHILDREN, AND NEXT OF KIN.
® |T RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT TO MAKE A WILL AND TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY FREELY.

® PROBATE COURTS OVERSEE THE ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES UNDER STATUTORY LAW.



WiLLs AND TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITIONS

WILLS PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN INHERITANCE LAW NIGERIA BY ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS TO SPECIFY HOW THEIR ASSETS SHOULD
BE DISTRIBUTED AFTER DEATH. A VALID WILL CAN OVERRIDE CUSTOMARY OR STATUTORY INTESTATE RULES.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A VALID WILL

FOR A WILL TO BE LEGALLY BINDING IN NIGERIA, IT MUST MEET CERTAIN CRITERIA:
® THE TESTATOR MUST BE OF SOUND MIND AND AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD.
® THE WILL MUST BE IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY THE TESTATOR.
® |T SHOULD BE WITNESSED BY AT LEAST TWO COMPETENT WITNESSES PRESENT AT THE SAME TIME.
® THE WILL MUST CLEARLY EXPRESS THE TESTATOR’S INTENTIONS REGARDING ASSET DISTRIBUTION.

FAILURE TO MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS MAY RENDER A WILL INVALID, LEADING TO INTESTATE SUCCESSION RULES APPLYING
INSTEAD.

LIMITATIONS AND CHALLENGES

\WHILE A WILL PROVIDES FLEXIBILITY, THERE ARE LIMITATIONS:
e CUSTOMARY LAW MAY LIMIT THE ABILITY TO DISPOSE OF CERTAIN FAMILY PROPERTIES.
e DISPUTES MAY ARISE OVER THE AUTHENTICITY OR VALIDITY OF THE WILL.

® STATUTORY PROVISIONS PROTECT DEPENDENTS FROM COMPLETE DISINHERITANCE IN SOME CASES.

INTESTATE SUCCESSION

W/HEN A PERSON DIES WITHOUT A VALID WILL, THE ESTATE IS DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO INTESTATE SUCCESSION LAWS.
THESE LAWS DIFFER DEPENDING ON WHETHER STATUTORY, CUSTOMARY, OR ISLAMIC LAW APPLIES.

INTESTATE SUCCESSION UNDER STATUTORY LAW

UNDER STATUTORY LAY, THE ESTATE IS TYPICALLY DIVIDED AMONG THE SURVIVING SPOUSE, CHILDREN, AND NEXT OF KIN IN A
PRESCRIBED MANNER. THE ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES LAW OUTLINES THE DISTRIBUTION PROCESS, ENSURING FAIR TREATMENT
OF DEPENDENTS.

INTESTATE SUCCESSION UNDER CUSTOMARY LAW

CUSTOMARY INTESTATE SUCCESSION OFTEN PRIORITIZES MALE HEIRS AND MAY EXCLUDE WOMEN OR DAUGHTERS FROM INHERITING
SIGNIFICANT PROPERTY. THE DECEASED’S LINEAGE AND FAMILY HEADSHIP INFLUENCE THE DISTRIBUTION, WITH PROPERTY PASSING
TO MALE RELATIVES.



INTESTATE SUCCESSION UNDER ISLAMIC LAW

[SLAMIC INTESTATE SUCCESSION FOLLOWS QURANIC SHARES STRICTLY, DISTRIBUTING THE ESTATE AMONG SPECIFIED RELATIVES
WITH FIXED PORTIONS. THIS SYSTEM PROVIDES DETAILED RULES DESIGNED TO MINIMIZE DISPUTES AND ENSURE JUSTICE ACCORDING
TO RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES.

PROBATE AND ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

PROBATE IS THE LEGAL PROCESS THROUGH WHICH A DECEASED PERSON'S ESTATE IS ADMINISTERED AND DISTRIBUTED. IN NIGERIA,
PROBATE LAW REGULATES THE VALIDATION OF WILLS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTORS OR ADMINISTRATORS.

ProBATE PROCESS

THE PROBATE PROCESS INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS:

1. FILING AN APPLICATION WITH THE PROBATE REGISTRY TO OBTAIN A GRANT OF PROBATE OR LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION.

2. SUBMISSION OF THE WILL (IF ANY) AND DEATH CERTIFICATE.
3. VALIDATION OF THE WILL’S AUTHENTICITY AND LEGAL COMPLIANCE.
4. APPOINTMENT OF AN EXECUTOR OR ADMINISTRATOR TO MANAGE AND DISTRIBUTE THE ESTATE.

5. PAYMENT OF DEBTS, TAXES, AND DISTRIBUTION TO BENEFICIARIES.

PROBATE ENSURES THAT THE ESTATE IS PROPERLY MANAGED ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND THE DECEASED’S INTENTIONS.

RoLE oF EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS

EXECUTORS NAMED IN A WILL OR ADMINISTRATORS APPOINTED BY THE COURT HAVE FIDUCIARY DUTIES TO MANAGE THE ESTATE
RESPONSIBLY. THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

o COLLECTING AND SAFEGUARDING ESTATE ASSETS.
e PAYING OUTSTANDING DEBTS AND TAXES.
e DISTRIBUTING THE ESTATE TO RIGHTFUL BENEFICIARIES.

® FILING NECESSARY REPORTS WITH PROBATE COURTS.

DispuTes AND LEGAL CHALLENGES

INHERITANCE CASES IN NIGERIA FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTER LEGAL DISPUTES ARISING FROM CONFLICTING CLAIMS, INVALID WILLS, OR
COMPETING APPLICATIONS FOR ESTATE ADMINISTRATION.



ComMMoN CAuUsEs oF DIsPUTES

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO INHERITANCE DISPUTES:
® AMBIGUITIES OR INCONSISTENCIES IN WILLS.
o CONFLICTS BETWEEN CUSTOMARY AND STATUTORY LAW RIGHTS.

e CLAIMS BY MULTIPLE PARTIES TO THE SAME PROPERTY.

CHALLENGES TO THE MENTAL CAPACITY OF THE TESTATOR.

¢ NON-COMPLIANCE WITH PROBATE PROCEDURES.

ResoLUTION MECHANISMS

DISPUTES MAY BE RESOLVED THROUGH:

® MEDIATION AND ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION METHODS.
® LITIGATION IN PROBATE OR CUSTOMARY COURTS.

® APPLICATION OF STATUTORY PROVISIONS TO CLARIFY RIGHTS.

LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND CLEAR DOCUMENTATION ARE ESSENTIAL TO RESOLVE INHERITANCE CONFLICTS EFFECTIVELY.

ReCENT DEVELOPMENTS AND REFORMS

RECENT YEARS HAVE SEEN EFFORTS TO HARMONIZE INHERITANCE LAWS IN NIGERIA TO REDUCE CONFLICTS AND IMPROVE CLARITY.
SOME STATES HAVE INTRODUCED REFORMS TO CODIFY CUSTOMARY LAWS AND ALIGN THEM WITH HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES.

LEGISLATIVE REFORMS

SEVERAL NIGERIAN STATES HAVE ENACTED LEGISLATION ADDRESSING INHERITANCE RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY TO PROTECT WOMEN
AND CHILDREN’S INTERESTS. THESE REFORMS INCLUDE:

® RECOGNITION OF SPOUSES’ RIGHTS TO INHERIT UNDER CUSTOMARY LAW.
® FORMALIZATION OF WILLS AND ESTATE ADMINISTRATION PROCESSES.

® EFFORTS TO STREAMLINE PROBATE PROCEDURES.

IMPACT ON INHERITANCE PRACTICES

THESE REFORMS AIM TO PROVIDE GREATER LEGAL CERTAINTY AND FAIRNESS, REDUCING DISPUTES AND ENSURING EQUITABLE
DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATES. HO\X/EVER, CHALLENGES REMAIN IN FULLY INTEGRATING STATUTORY REFORMS WITH ENTRENCHED
CUSTOMARY AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA?

INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA IS GOVERNED BY A COMBINATION OF STATUTORY LAWS SUCH AS THE ADMINISTRATION OF
ESTATES |_A\)(/, CUSTOMARY LAWS, AND IsLAMIC LAWS, DEPENDING ON THE REGION AND THE DECEASED’S RELIGION AND
ETHNICITY.

How DOES CUSTOMARY LAW AFFECT INHERITANCE RIGHTS IN NIGERIAP

CUSTOMARY LAW IN NIGERIA VARIES AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS AND OFTEN DICTATES INHERITANCE BASED ON TRADITIONAL
PRACTICES, WHICH CAN DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM STATUTORY LAWS, SOMETIMES PRIORITIZING MALE HEIRS OVER FEMALE
HEIRS.

CAN A WILL OVERRIDE CUSTOMARY INHERITANCE LAWS IN NIGERIA?

YES, A VALID WILL CAN OVERRIDE CUSTOMARY INHERITANCE LAWS IN NIGERIA, PROVIDED IT COMPLIES WITH THE LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS SET OUT IN THE W/ILLS LAW AND DOES NOT CONTRAVENE PUBLIC POLICY OR STATUTORY PROVISIONS.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR ADMINISTERING AN ESTATE IN NIGERIA?

THE ADMINISTRATION OF AN ESTATE IN NIGERIA INVOLVES OBTAINING A GRANT OF PROBATE OR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
FROM THE PROBATE REGISTRY, IDENTIFYING AND VALUING ASSETS, PAYING DEBTS, AND DISTRIBUTING THE REMAINDER TO
BENEFICIARIES ACCORDING TO THE WILL OR LAWS OF INTESTACY.

How ARE INHERITANCE DISPUTES TYPICALLY RESOLVED IN NIGERIAP

INHERIT ANCE DISPUTES IN NIGERIA ARE USUALLY RESOLVED THROUGH NEGOTIATION, MEDIATION, CUSTOMARY COURTS, OR
FORMAL LITIGATION IN REGULAR COURTS DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE LA APPLICABLE AND THE PARTIES INVOLVED.

DO WOMEN HAVE INHERITANCE RIGHTS UNDER NIGERIAN LAW?

UNDER NIGERIAN STATUTORY LAW AND SOME CUSTOMARY LAWS, WOMEN HAVE INHERITANCE RIGHTS, HOWEVER, IN CERTAIN
CUSTOMARY PRACTICES, WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO INHERIT PROPERTY MAY BE LIMITED OR EXCLUDED, LEADING TO ONGOING LEGAL
REFORMS AND ADVOCACY FOR GENDER EQUALITY.

\WHAT HAPPENS IF A PERSON DIES INTESTATE (\X/ITHOUT A \X/ILL) IN NIGERIA?

IF A PERSON DIES INTESTATE IN NIGERIA, THEIR ESTATE IS DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THE APPLICABLE LAW: STATUTORY
INTESTACY LAWS IF THE DECEASED WAS UNDER STATUTORY JURISDICTION, OR CUSTOMARY OR ISLAMIC INHERITANCE LAWS IF
THOSE APPLY, WHICH OUTLINE SPECIFIC RULES ON HOW ASSETS ARE DIVIDED AMONG HEIRS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING INHERITANCE LAW IN NIGERIA. |T COVERS
STATUTORY LAWS, CUSTOMARY PRACTICES, AND JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS THAT INFLUENCE INHERITANCE DISPUTES. THE
TEXT IS IDEAL FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS, STUDENTS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF
ESTATE SUCCESSION IN THE NIGERIAN CONTEXT.

2. CUSTOMARY LAW AND INHERITANCE RIGHTS IN NIGERIA
FOCUSING ON THE ROLE OF CUSTOMARY LAW, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW TRADITIONAL PRACTICES IMPACT INHERITANCE RIGHTS
ACROSS NIGERIA’S DIVERSE ETHNIC GROUPS. | T DISCUSSES CONFLICTS BETWEEN STATUTORY AND CUSTOMARY LAWS AND



EXPLORES THE CHALLENGES FACED IN HARMONIZING THESE SYSTEMS. THE BOOK PROVIDES CASE STUDIES AND LEGAL ANALYSES
TO HIGHLIGHT PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS.

3. THE NIGERIAN SUCCESSION ACT: A PrRACTICAL GUIDE

THIS GUIDE DELVES INTO THE NIGERIAN SUCCESSION ACT, EXPLAINING ITS PROVISIONS ON WILLS, ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES,
AND INTESTATE SUCCESSION. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ON NAVIGATING THE ACT’S
REQUIREMENTS AND HANDLING ESTATE-RELATED MATTERS EFFICIENTLY. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES COMMENTARY ON RECENT
AMENDMENTS AND LANDMARK CASES.

4. WiLLs AND ESTATE PLANNING UNDER NIGERIAN LA W

THIS BOOK IS A DETAILED RESOURCE ON DRAFTING WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING TAILORED TO NIGERIAN LEGAL STANDARDS. |T
DISCUSSES THE FORMALITIES OF WILL-MAKING, REVOCATION, AND CHALLENGES THAT MAY ARISE DURING PROBATE. T HE AUTHOR
EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF PROPER ESTATE PLANNING TO AVOID DISPUTES AMONG BENEFICIARIES.

5. INHERITANCE DISPUTES AND RESOLUTION MECHANISMS IN NIGERIA

ADDRESSING THE COMMON CAUSES OF INHERITANCE DISPUTES, THIS BOOK EXPLORES VARIOUS RESOLUTION MECHANISMS
AVAILABLE IN NIGERIA, INCLUDING MEDIATION, ARBITRATION, AND LITIGATION. |T ANALYZES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TRADITIONAL
AND FORMAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESSES. THE BOOK SERVES AS A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR LAWYERS AND DISPUTING
PARTIES ALIKE.

6. WOMEN AND INHERITANCE RIGHTS IN NIGERIA: LEGAL CHALLENGES AND REFORMS

THIS WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE GENDER ISSUES SURROUNDING INHERITANCE LAWS IN NIGERIA, FOCUSING ON THE LEGAL CHALLENGES
WOMEN FACE. [T EXAMINES STATUTORY PROTECTIONS, CUSTOMARY BARRIERS, AND ONGOING REFORMS AIMED AT ENSURING
EQUITABLE INHERITANCE RIGHTS. THE BOOK ADVOCATES FOR POLICY CHANGES AND INCREASED AW ARENESS TO PROTECT
\WOMEN’S INTERESTS.

7. PrOBATE LAW AND PRACTICE IN NIGERIA

A THOROUGH EXPLORATION OF PROBATE PROCEDURES, THIS BOOK GUIDES READERS THROUGH THE LEGAL PROCESS OF ESTATE
ADMINISTRATION AFTER DEATH. |T OUTLINES THE STEPS FOR OBTAINING PROBATE OR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION AND
MANAGING ESTATE ASSETS. THE TEXT IS ESSENTIAL FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONALS DEALING WITH POST-MORTEM ESTATE
MANAGEMENT.

8. THE IMPACT OF RELIGION ON INHERITANCE LA W IN NIGERIA

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES HOW RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND LAWS—PARTICULARLY ISLAMIC AND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES—INFLUENCE
INHERITANCE PRACTICES IN NIGERIA. |T COMPARES RELIGIOUS LAWS WITH STATUTORY PROVISIONS AND CUSTOMARY CUSTOMS,
HIGHLIGHTING AREAS OF CONFLICT AND CONCURRENCE. THE ANALYSIS PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE PLURALISTIC NATURE OF
NIGERIAN INHERITANCE LAW.

Q. ESTATE ADMINISTRATION AND TAXATION IN NIGERIA

FOCUSING ON THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF INHERITANCE, THIS BOOK COVERS ESTATE ADMINISTRATION, INCLUDING THE
CALCULATION AND PAYMENT OF ESTATE TAXES AND DUTIES. |T EXPLAINS RELEVANT TAX LAWS AND THEIR APPLICATION TO
INHERITED PROPERTY AND ASSETS. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR LEGAL AND FINANCIAL PROFESSIONALS MANAGING
ESTATES IN NIGERIA.
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inheritance law nigeria: Family and Succession Law in Nigeria Nwudego Nkemakonam
Chinwuba, 2022-11-20 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of
Laws, this concise exposition and analysis of the essential elements of law with regard to family
relations, marital property, and succession to estates in Nigeria covers the legal rules and customs
pertaining to the intertwined civic status of persons, the family, and property. After an informative
general introduction, the book proceeds to an in-depth discussion of the sources and instruments of
family and succession law, the authorities that adjudicate and administer the laws, and issues
surrounding the person as a legal entity and the legal disposition of property among family
members. Such matters as nationality, domicile, and residence; marriage, divorce, and cohabitation;
adoption and guardianship; succession and inter vivos arrangements; and the acquisition and
administration of estates are all treated to a degree of depth that will prove useful in nearly any
situation likely to arise in legal practice. The book is primarily designed to assist lawyers who find
themselves having to apply rules of international private law or otherwise handling cases connected
with Nigeria. It will also be of great value to students and practitioners as a quick guide and
easy-to-use practical resource in the field, and especially to academicians and researchers engaged
in comparative studies by providing the necessary, basic material of family and succession law.

inheritance law nigeria: Heirship And Equity Mark Chambers, Al, 2025-02-21 Heirship and
Equity explores how inheritance laws and practices impact wealth inequality and social mobility in
our world. The book examines the legal concept of heirship, looking at its historical evolution and
variations across different legal systems, and also investigates the socio-economic consequences of
inherited wealth. Did you know inheritance laws often reinforce existing inequalities, challenging the
idea that inheritance is simply about individual property rights? Another interesting aspect is the
concentration of wealth globally, making wealth transfer mechanisms a key factor in societal
stratification. The book argues that current inheritance laws, often seen as neutral, can exacerbate
inequalities. It begins by introducing the legal fundamentals of heirship and various inheritance
systems, then delves into the socio-economic implications of inherited wealth on income inequality
and social mobility, supported by statistical analyses. Further chapters analyze legal frameworks
across different countries, focusing on inheritance tax systems and testamentary freedom. The book
concludes with policy reform suggestions to promote more equitable wealth distribution, offering
recommendations for policymakers and legal professionals.

inheritance law nigeria: Harmful Practices and Human Rights: An International Perspective
Ebenezer Durojaye, Satang Nabaneh, Johanna Bond, 2025-07-02 Harmful Practices and Human
Rights examines different forms of harmful practices, globally, which constitute human rights
violations as guaranteed in international and regional human rights instruments. Drawing examples
from Africa, Asia, North America, Europe, and Australasia, it demonstrates how these practices
undermine the right to health, including sexual and reproductive health, and also impugn the dignity
and autonomy of women and girls. Using diverse harmful practices as case studies, the book
critically examines the factors that drive harmful practices in developing and developed countries.
Specifically, this book focuses on a selection of harmful practices—including dowry payments,
ukuthwala, intimate partner violence, harmful tobacco use and its gendered implications, trafficking
in persons, widowhood practices, the chinamwari/khomba practice, and child marriage—from both
the Global South and North. Its intent is to demonstrate the prevalence of these abuses and
underscore the urgent need for states to take decisive steps toward eradication.

inheritance law nigeria: My Mind on Nigeria Malcolm Fabiyi, 2011

inheritance law nigeria: Nigeria International Monetary Fund. African Dept., 2018-03-07 This
Selected Issues paper analyzes mobilization of tax revenues in Nigeria. Low non-oil revenue
mobilization is affecting the government’s objectives to expand growth-enhancing expenditure
priorities, foster higher growth, and comply with its fiscal rule which limits the federal government
deficit to no more than 3 percent of GDP. There is significant revenue potential from structural tax
measures. A broad-based and comprehensive tax reform program is needed in the short and medium
term to address these objectives and generate sustainable revenue growth by broadening the bases



of income and consumption taxes, closing loopholes and leakage created by corporate tax holidays
and the widespread use of other associated tax expenditures, as well as creating incentives for the
subnational tiers of government to raise their own source revenues.

inheritance law nigeria: Due Process in Nigeria's Administrative Law System Oneyebuchi T.
Uwakah, 1997 This book, which relies on primary and secondary printed sources and a series of
interviews with affected persons, lawyers, judges, and customary court presidents in Nigeria,
focuses on the place of due process in the Nigerian legal system. Uwakah is concerned about the
abuse of this important fundamental right in his country. The purpose of the book is to examine how
due process operates in Nigeria and whether the coexistence of the customary law, the English
common law, the Moslem law, and the martial law systems in Nigeria hinders or enhances due
process in the country. Finally, the study investigates the suitability of the British version of due
process to Nigeria, since the concept is imported to the country. The book concludes that the British
version of due process is unsuitable to Nigeria because the country's political, economic, social, and
religious backgrounds substantially differ from those of Britain. This conclusion is premised on the
consensus of the interviewees. Uwakah recommends the country's immediate transition from
military to civilian rule.

inheritance law nigeria: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in International Law Manisuli
Ssenyonjo, 2016-10-06 Since the first edition (published in 2009), there have been several important
treaty developments, including the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on individual communications, and
significant developments in the case law on economic, social and cultural (ESC) rights. The second
edition addresses these developments and explores ESC rights from foundational issues to
substantive rights and systems of protection. It has been fully updated to include new material and
up-to-date coverage of the case law of human rights bodies and national courts on ESC rights. In
addition to the rights to health, education and work covered in the first edition, the second edition
analyses new developments, such as the rights to adequate food, water and sanitation, adequate
housing, social security and cultural rights. It also considers several contemporary issues including
the extraterritorial human rights obligations of states in the area of economic, social and cultural
rights; non-state actors; relationship of the ICESCR to other areas of international law; the Optional
Protocol to the ICESCR; regional protection of ESC rights; more examples of the domestic protection
of ESC rights; the protection of ESC rights of vulnerable groups; contemporary challenges to ESC
rights, including poverty, corruption, armed conflicts and terrorism. It concludes by exploring the
possible establishment of a World Court of Human Rights.

inheritance law nigeria: A Theory of African Constitutionalism Berihun Adugna Gebeye,
2021 Utilizing detailed case studies from Nigeria, Ethiopia, and South Africa, this title traces African
constitutionalism from precolonial times to the present. The volume offers a new framework for
understanding African constitutionalism and a range of practical proposals for its future
development.

inheritance law nigeria: Global Handbook of Inequality Surinder S. Jodhka, Boike Rehbein,
2024-11-19 This handbook provides the most up-to-date and comprehensive review of the literature
on inequality. It provides comprehensive overviews of the main theoretical traditions, concepts,
dimensions, methodologies and contemporary debates around inequality as well as outlines of the
situation of inequality in the world regions. Each entry covers the most relevant literature on the
respective topic and gives an introduction to the key discussions. This authoritative reference work
includes contributions from established and upcoming scholars based all over the world, and is truly
global in perspective. It serves as a first introduction to the study of a particular field or issue
related to inequality. The distinctive aspect of this handbook is its emphasis on the lived realities of
inequality, its relational and cultural aspects, as well as the economic and quantitative aspects. This
is a must-read reference volume for students, researchers and professionals interested in thistopic
across the spectrum of the social sciences.

inheritance law nigeria: Reconstructing Law and Justice in a Postcolony Nonso Okafo,



2016-04-08 Drawing on data from a cross-section of postcolonial nations across the world and on a
detailed case-study of Nigeria, this book examines the experience of recreating law and justice in
postcolonial societies. The author's definition of postcolonial societies includes countries that have
emerged from external colonial rule, such as Nigeria and India as well as societies that have
overcome internal dominations, such as Afghanistan and Iraq. Suggesting that restructuring a
system of law and justice must involve a consideration of the traditions, customs and native laws of a
society as well as the official, often foreign rules, this volume examines how ethnically complex
nations resolve disputes, whether criminal or civil, through a combination of formal and informal
social control systems. This book is unique in its concern with how the average citizens of a
postcolonial society can play more active parts in their nation's law and justice, and how modern and
increasingly urban societies can learn from indigenous peoples and institutions, which are more
informal in their approaches to problem-solving. The concluding chapter looks at the possibility of an
increased role for civil as opposed to criminal response in the social control system of a postcolonial
society.

inheritance law nigeria: Islamic Family Law Chibli Mallat, Jane Frances Connors, 1990
Artikler om praktisering af islamisk familieret i Mellemgsten, Europa, Syd- og Sydgstasien samt
Kina.

inheritance law nigeria: Human Rights under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in Israel,
Egypt and India Yuksel Sezgin, 2013-08-22 About one-third of the world's population currently lives
under pluri-legal systems where governments hold individuals subject to the purview of
ethno-religious rather than national norms in respect to family law. How does the state-enforcement
of these religious family laws impact fundamental rights and liberties? What resistance strategies do
people employ in order to overcome the disabilities and limitations these religious laws impose upon
their rights? Based on archival research, court observations and interviews with individuals from
three countries, Yuksel Sezgin shows that governments have often intervened in order to impress a
particular image of subjectivity upon a society, while people have constantly challenged the
interpretive monopoly of courts and state-sanctioned religious institutions, re-negotiated their rights
and duties under the law, and changed the system from within. He also identifies key lessons and
best practices for the integration of universal human rights principles into religious legal systems.

inheritance law nigeria: The Future of African Customary Law Jeanmarie Fenrich, Paolo
Galizzi, Tracy E. Higgins, 2011-07-18 Customary laws and traditional institutions in Africa constitute
comprehensive legal systems that regulate the entire spectrum of activities from birth to death.
Once the sole source of law, customary rules now exist in the context of pluralist legal systems with
competing bodies of domestic constitutional law, statutory law, common law and international
human rights treaties. This book promotes discussion and understanding of customary law and
explores its continued relevance in sub-Saharan Africa. The volume considers the characteristics of
customary law and efforts to ascertain and codify customary law, and how this body of law differs in
content, form and status from legislation and common law. It also addresses a number of substantive
areas of customary law including the role and power of traditional authorities; customary criminal
law; customary land tenure, property rights and intestate succession; and the relationship between
customary law, human rights and gender equality.

inheritance law nigeria: Cocaine Hoppers Jude Roys Oboh, 2021-09-20 Cocaine Hoppers
provides empirical evidence to explain the involvement of Nigerians in the global cocaine trade.
Investigating the criminogenic environment created by the Nigerian ‘state crisis,” Oboh traces the
geographic, demographic, economic, historical, political, and cultural factors enhancing cocaine
culture in Nigeria. Based on years of research, Oboh reveals this social network that relies on
“reverse social capital” wherein wealth and power are achieved through illegal means solely to
benefit the individual. This lively, theoretically grounded study examines the new trend of traffickers
dominating the illicit cocaine trade through West Africa to destinations across the globe to provide
an account of Nigerian involvement in international drug trafficking as it has never been divulged
before. This book will be appreciated by criminologists, social scientists, policymakers, drug



researchers and organized crime scholars. And eagerly be read by those interested in Nigeria, and
problems of African immigrants, and in the international drug trafficking.

inheritance law nigeria: Law of Succession, Wills, and Probate in Nigeria Taslim O. G.
Animashaun, Anifat Bolanle Oyeneyin, 2002

inheritance law nigeria: ,

inheritance law nigeria: Aesthetic Impropriety Rose Casey, 2025-07-01 Across Africa, Asia,
and the Americas, colonial Britain’s property laws are in the process of being transformed. Aesthetic
Impropriety analyzes vanguard legal actions and literary innovations to reveal contemporary reforms
to property law that are undoing law’s colonial legacies. Casey traces precise legal histories across
distinct jurisdictions throughout the anglophone world, revealing the connection between land law
and petroleum extraction in the Niger Delta, inheritance and divorce laws and gender inequality in
India, intellectual property law and Indigenous dispossession in South Africa, and admiralty law and
racialized non-personhood in the English Atlantic. In response to these manifold forms of
dispossession, significant reforms are underway, including through common law suits, statutory
reform, and proposed changes to legal doctrine. Casey develops the concept of aesthetic impropriety
to identify shared structures of thought across legal and literary venues. She shows that writers of
poetry and prose are also transforming harmful property laws: in Nigeria, Ben Okri and Chigozie
Obioma have articulated symbiotic ecological relationships that are also evidenced in recent actions
against petroleum companies; in India, Arundhati Roy’s challenge to divorce laws has preempted
similar attempts at reform in Parliament; in South Africa, Zoé Wicomb theorized protections for
Indigenous modes of creative production nineteen years before they were signed into law; and in the
Americas, M. NourbeSe Philip has proposed a novel method of achieving justice for the one hundred
fifty enslaved people who were killed in the 1781 Zong massacre. Aesthetic Impropriety makes a
convincing case for literature’s generative capacities and registers the enduring significance of the
postcolonial as a necessary framework for understanding globalized inequality in the twenty-first
century. By analyzing shared legal and aesthetic transformations, Aesthetic Impropriety argues that
law and literature play vital roles in creating anticolonial world orders.

inheritance law nigeria: Gender and Identity in Africa Mechthild Reh, Gudrun Ludwar-Ene,
1995

inheritance law nigeria: Women and Development in Africa Michael Kevane, 2004 Kevane
explores gender issues in Africa in the context of the continent's poor economic performance.
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