how do children learn language

how do children learn language is a fundamental question that has intrigued educators,
linguists, psychologists, and parents for decades. Understanding the process of language
acquisition in children is crucial for fostering effective communication skills and cognitive
development. Children learn language through a complex interplay of biological
predispositions, environmental exposure, and social interaction. This comprehensive article
explores the mechanisms behind language learning, the stages children undergo, and the
influences that shape their linguistic abilities. It also delves into theories of language
development and practical considerations for supporting language acquisition. The
following sections provide a structured overview of how children acquire language naturally
and effectively.

Biological Foundations of Language Acquisition

Stages of Language Development in Children

Environmental and Social Influences on Language Learning

Theories Explaining How Children Learn Language

Practical Strategies to Support Language Development

Biological Foundations of Language Acquisition

Language learning in children is deeply rooted in biology. The human brain is uniquely
equipped to process and produce language, with specific areas dedicated to linguistic
functions. Understanding these biological foundations provides insight into why children
can acquire language rapidly and naturally during early years.

The Role of the Brain

The brain’s language centers, primarily Broca’s area and Wernicke’s area, play critical roles
in language production and comprehension. These regions facilitate the processing of
grammar, vocabulary, and meaning. Neurological studies have shown that even infants
demonstrate brain activity in these areas when exposed to speech sounds, indicating an
innate readiness for language learning.

Genetic and Innate Capacities

Children are born with an inherent capacity for language acquisition. This biological
predisposition, often referred to as the “language faculty,” enables children to discern
phonetic distinctions and grammatical patterns without explicit instruction. Genetic



research supports the idea that language ability has a heritable component, influencing
how effectively children learn language.

Critical Period Hypothesis

The critical period hypothesis suggests there is an optimal window in early childhood during
which language acquisition occurs most naturally and efficiently. During this time, the brain
is highly plastic and capable of absorbing linguistic input. After this period, language
learning becomes more difficult, emphasizing the importance of early exposure.

Stages of Language Development in Children

Language acquisition unfolds in predictable stages, each marked by specific milestones.
Recognizing these stages helps in understanding how children progress from non-verbal
communication to fluent speech.

Pre-linguistic Stage

From birth to around 12 months, children engage in pre-linguistic communication, including
crying, cooing, and babbling. These vocalizations are crucial for practicing the sounds of
language and laying the groundwork for later speech. During this stage, infants also
develop receptive language skills by responding to sounds and recognizing familiar voices.

One-word Stage

Typically occurring between 12 and 18 months, the one-word stage involves children using
single words to express entire ideas or needs. These holophrases often represent objects,
people, or actions. Vocabulary expands rapidly as children begin to associate words with
their environment.

Two-word and Telegraphic Speech Stage

Between 18 and 24 months, children start combining two words, forming simple phrases
like “want toy” or “mommy go.” This stage marks the emergence of basic syntax.
Telegraphic speech, characterized by omission of smaller grammatical elements, allows
children to communicate effectively with minimal words.

Multi-word Stage

From age two onwards, children increasingly use multi-word sentences that follow
grammatical rules. Vocabulary grows exponentially, and children begin to grasp more
complex language structures such as questions, negations, and plurals. This stage
continues to develop throughout early childhood.



Environmental and Social Influences on Language
Learning

Language acquisition is not solely a biological process; the environment and social context
significantly impact how children learn language. Interaction with caregivers and exposure
to language-rich surroundings are essential components.

Role of Caregivers and Interaction

Caregivers provide the primary linguistic input for children. Through responsive
communication, joint attention, and modeling, adults facilitate language learning.
Techniques such as infant-directed speech, characterized by simplified vocabulary and
exaggerated intonation, help maintain the child’s attention and make language more
accessible.

Language Exposure and Diversity

The quantity and quality of language exposure influence vocabulary development and
grammatical understanding. Children exposed to diverse vocabulary and complex language
structures tend to develop stronger language skills. Bilingual or multilingual environments
offer additional cognitive benefits and shape language acquisition patterns.

Social Context and Communication

Language is inherently social. Children learn language best through meaningful interactions
that involve turn-taking, feedback, and contextual cues. Social settings like playgroups,
preschool, and family conversations provide opportunities to practice and refine language
skills in varied contexts.

Theories Explaining How Children Learn
Language

Several theoretical frameworks have been proposed to explain the mechanisms underlying
language acquisition in children. These theories highlight different aspects of the learning
process, from innate abilities to environmental influences.

Nativist Theory

Proposed by Noam Chomsky, the nativist theory emphasizes the innate ability of humans to
acquire language. According to this perspective, children are born with a “universal
grammar” - an inherent set of grammatical principles shared by all languages. This
explains the rapid and uniform language development observed across cultures.



Behaviorist Theory

The behaviorist approach, advocated by B.F. Skinner, views language learning as a result of
conditioning and reinforcement. Children acquire language through imitation, repetition,
and positive feedback from caregivers. While this theory highlights environmental
influence, it does not fully account for the creative aspects of language use.

Interactionist Theory

The interactionist perspective combines elements of both nativist and behaviorist theories,
emphasizing the role of social interaction and cognitive development. Language acquisition
is seen as a dynamic process where biological predispositions interact with communicative
experiences to shape linguistic skills.

Practical Strategies to Support Language
Development

Understanding how children learn language informs effective strategies to promote
linguistic growth in early childhood and beyond. These approaches focus on enhancing both
the quantity and quality of language exposure.

Engaging in Responsive Communication

Adults can support language learning by responding promptly and meaningfully to
children’s attempts to communicate. This encourages children to express themselves and
builds confidence in using language.

Reading Aloud and Storytelling

Regularly reading books and telling stories expose children to new vocabulary, sentence
structures, and cultural narratives. This practice fosters language comprehension and
stimulates imagination.

Encouraging Play-Based Language Use

Play provides a natural context for practicing language skills. Through pretend play,
children experiment with new words, dialogues, and social interactions, reinforcing their
communication abilities.

Providing a Language-Rich Environment

Creating an environment filled with diverse linguistic input, including conversations, songs,



and educational media, enhances language acquisition. Consistent exposure to rich
language models promotes vocabulary growth and grammatical development.

Supporting Multilingualism

For children exposed to multiple languages, maintaining consistent and meaningful
exposure to each language is essential. Encouraging use in various contexts helps develop
balanced bilingual or multilingual proficiency.

Engage in frequent, meaningful conversations

Use clear and age-appropriate language

e Encourage questions and curiosity about words

Model correct language use without overt correction

Offer positive reinforcement and praise

Frequently Asked Questions

How do children naturally acquire language?

Children acquire language naturally through exposure and interaction with caregivers and
their environment, absorbing sounds, words, and grammar patterns as they grow.

At what age do children typically start to learn
language?

Children typically begin to learn language from birth, with babbling starting around 4-6
months and first words usually appearing around 12 months.

What role does imitation play in children's language
learning?

Imitation is crucial as children mimic sounds, words, and sentence structures they hear
from adults and peers, helping them practice and internalize language rules.

How important is interaction with adults for language
development?

Interaction with adults is vital; responsive communication, reading, and conversation



provide children with rich language input necessary for developing vocabulary and
grammar.

Can children learn more than one language at the same
time?

Yes, children can learn multiple languages simultaneously, and early exposure to bilingual
environments can lead to proficient bilingualism without confusion.

How do cognitive development and language learning
relate?

Cognitive development supports language learning by enabling children to understand
concepts, categorize objects, and form memories, which are essential for grasping
language meaning and structure.

What is the significance of play in language acquisition?

Play encourages language use and experimentation, allowing children to practice new
words and sentence forms in social contexts that promote communication skills.

How do children learn the grammar of their language?

Children learn grammar implicitly by listening to and using language in context, gradually
internalizing the rules through repeated exposure rather than explicit instruction.

What impact does reading have on children's language
learning?

Reading exposes children to a wider vocabulary and complex sentence structures,
enhancing their language comprehension, pronunciation, and expressive abilities.

How do social interactions influence children's language
development?

Social interactions provide meaningful contexts for language use, helping children practice
conversational skills, understand social cues, and develop pragmatic language abilities.

Additional Resources

1. How Children Learn Language by William O'Grady

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the field of language acquisition. O'Grady
explores the cognitive and social processes that enable children to acquire their first
language. It combines theoretical insights with real-world examples to explain how children
develop linguistic competence from infancy.



2. Theories in Second Language Acquisition: An Introduction by Bill VanPatten and Jessica
Williams

While focused on second language learning, this book provides valuable perspectives on
the mechanisms of language acquisition that are also applicable to first language
development in children. It covers cognitive, social, and interactionist theories, helping
readers understand how children internalize language structures.

3. Language Acquisition: The Growth of Grammar by Maria Teresa Guasti

Guasti delves into the relationship between grammar development and language learning
in children. The book discusses how children acquire syntactic structures and the role of
innate knowledge versus environmental input. It’s an essential read for understanding the
complexities of early grammar acquisition.

4. Child Language: Acquisition and Development by Matthew Saxton

This text provides an accessible overview of how children acquire language, including
phonology, vocabulary, and grammar. Saxton integrates research findings with practical
examples, making it suitable for both students and educators interested in language
development.

5. The Acquisition of Language by Jean Berko Gleason and Nan Bernstein Ratner

A classic in the field, this book covers fundamental concepts and stages of language
acquisition in children. It includes discussions on phonological, semantic, and syntactic
development, supported by research studies and case examples.

6. Language Development and Language Disorders by Susan E. Estrem and Daniel B. Evans
This book explores typical and atypical language development in children. It offers insights
into how children normally acquire language, alongside an examination of disorders that
can impact this process. The text is valuable for understanding both the learning
mechanisms and challenges children may face.

7. The Emergence of Language by Betty Jean Lifshitz and Eve V. Clark

Lifshitz and Clark provide an in-depth look at the earliest stages of language acquisition in
children. The book emphasizes the role of social interaction and cognitive development in
language learning. It is particularly useful for readers interested in the foundational
processes of speech and language emergence.

8. First Language Acquisition by Eve V. Clark

This book offers a detailed survey of research on how children acquire their first language.
Clark addresses various linguistic domains, including phonology, morphology, and
pragmatics, highlighting the interplay between innate abilities and environmental factors.
It's a well-rounded resource for understanding early language learning.

9. Language Development by Erika Hoff

Hoff’s book covers how children learn language from birth through adolescence, integrating
research from psychology, linguistics, and neuroscience. It discusses the influence of social
context, cognitive development, and individual differences on language acquisition. The
text is praised for its clarity and comprehensive coverage of the subject.
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how do children learn language: Growing Up With Language Naomi S Baron, 1992-05-20
Linguistics professor Naomi Baron applies her professional expertise to the study of how children
master the skill of language, a book that is not just accessible but actually enjoyable for the average
reader . .. (with) useful information on how humans create speech and language (Bloomsbury
Review).

how do children learn language: How Children Learn Language William O'Grady,
2005-01-06 Adults tend to take language for granted - until they have to learn a new one. Then they
realize how difficult it is to get the pronunciation right, to acquire the meaning of thousands of new
words, and to learn how those words are put together to form sentences. Children, however, have
mastered language before they can tie their shoes. In this engaging and accessible book, William
O'Grady explains how this happens, discussing how children learn to produce and distinguish among
sounds, their acquisition of words and meanings, and their mastery of the rules for building
sentences. How Children Learn Language provides readers with a highly readable overview not only
of the language acquisition process itself, but also of the ingenious experiments and techniques that
researchers use to investigate his mysterious phenomenon. It will be of great interest to anyone -
parent or student - wishing to find out how children acquire language.

how do children learn language: Exploring Psychology, Sixth Edition in Modules
(Spiral) David G. Myers, 2004-12-20

how do children learn language: How Children Learn Language William O'Grady, 2005-01-06
Demonstrating how children learn to produce and distinguish between sounds, and their acquisition
of words and meanings, this book explains their incredible mastery of language. William O'Grady
provides readers with an overview not only of the language acquisition process itself, but also of the
ingenious experiments and techniques that researchers use to investigate this mysterious
phenomenon.

how do children learn language: How Children Learn to Learn Language Lorraine
McCune, 2008 What are the processes by which children acquire language? This volume explores
that question and demonstrates that pre-language development involves a dynamic system of social,
cognitive, and vocal variables that come together to enable the transition to referential language.

how do children learn language: How Children Learn the Meanings of Words Paul Bloom,
2002-01-25 How do children learn that the word dog refers not to all four-legged animals, and not
just to Ralph, but to all members of a particular species? How do they learn the meanings of verbs
like think, adjectives like good, and words for abstract entities such as mortgage and story? The
acquisition of word meaning is one of the fundamental issues in the study of mind. According to Paul
Bloom, children learn words through sophisticated cognitive abilities that exist for other purposes.
These include the ability to infer others' intentions, the ability to acquire concepts, an appreciation
of syntactic structure, and certain general learning and memory abilities. Although other
researchers have associated word learning with some of these capacities, Bloom is the first to show
how a complete explanation requires all of them. The acquisition of even simple nouns requires rich
conceptual, social, and linguistic capacities interacting in complex ways. This book requires no
background in psychology or linguistics and is written in a clear, engaging style. Topics include the
effects of language on spatial reasoning, the origin of essentialist beliefs, and the young child's
understanding of representational art. The book should appeal to general readers interested in
language and cognition as well as to researchers in the field.
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how do children learn language: Understanding Child Language Acquisition Caroline
Rowland, 2013-10-23 Taking an accessible and cross-linguistic approach, Understanding Child
Language Acquisition introduces readers to the most important research on child language
acquisition over the last fifty years, as well as to some of the most influential theories in the field.
Rather than just describing what children can do at different ages Rowland explains why these
research findings are important and what they tell us about how children acquire language. Key
features include: Cross-linguistic analysis of how language acquisition differs between languages A
chapter on how multilingual children acquire several languages at once Exercises to test
comprehension Chapters organised around key questions that summarise the critical issues posed by
researchers in the field, with summaries at the end Further reading suggestions to broaden
understanding of the subject With its particular focus on outlining key similarities and differences
across languages and what this cross-linguistic variation means for our ideas about language
acquisition, Understanding Child Language Acquisition forms a comprehensive introduction to the
subject for students of linguistics, psychology and speech and language therapy. Students and
instructors will benefit from the comprehensive companion website that includes a students’ section
featuring interactive comprehension exercises, extension activities, chapter recaps and answers to
the exercises within the book. Material for instructors includes sample essay questions, answers to
the extension activities for students and a Powerpoint including all the figures from the book.
www.routledge.com/cw/rowland

how do children learn language: How Children Learn Terese Fayden, 2015-11-17 The
inspirational stories of young learners in this book discredit assumptions behind recent educational
reforms, including high stakes testing and No Child Left Behind policies. The experiences of the
American Indian children and the author, a kindergarten teacher, challenge the widely held
assumption that minority children enter school at risk. Deficit theory assumes that minority children
are responsible for their failure by cultural deficiency or family ineptitude. Fayden vividly shows how
truly equitable treatment of minority children can improve students' inherent abilities to learn and
can result in higher achievement for minority and all young children.

how do children learn language: Is This a Phase? Child Development & Parent
Strategies, Birth to 6 Years Helen Neville, 2007 Provides an overview of behaviors parents can
expect from children as they grow and develop from birth to age six, describes phases common to
children from birth to three months, two to nine months, crawling to eighteen months, eighteen
months to three years, three years, four years, and five years, and includes reference charts for
dealing with child development in daily life.

how do children learn language: Understanding Child Language Acquisition Caroline
Rowland, 2013-10-23 Taking an accessible and cross-linguistic approach, Understanding Child
Language Acquisition introduces readers to the most important research on child language
acquisition over the last fifty years, as well as to some of the most influential theories in the field.
Rather than just describing what children can do at different ages Rowland explains why these
research findings are important and what they tell us about how children acquire language. Key
features include: Cross-linguistic analysis of how language acquisition differs between languages A
chapter on how multilingual children acquire several languages at once Exercises to test
comprehension Chapters organised around key questions that summarise the critical issues posed by
researchers in the field, with summaries at the end Further reading suggestions to broaden
understanding of the subject With its particular focus on outlining key similarities and differences
across languages and what this cross-linguistic variation means for our ideas about language
acquisition, Understanding Child Language Acquisition forms a comprehensive introduction to the
subject for students of linguistics, psychology and speech and language therapy. Students and
instructors will benefit from the comprehensive companion website that includes a students’ section
featuring interactive comprehension exercises, extension activities, chapter recaps and answers to
the exercises within the book. Material for instructors includes sample essay questions, answers to
the extension activities for students and a Powerpoint including all the figures from the book.



www.routledge.com/cw/rowland

how do children learn language: An Introduction to Child Language Development Susan
H.Foster- Cohen, 2014-06-17 This volume introduces the field of child language development
studies, and presents hypotheses in an accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to
demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses and interpretations of data. It makes the
assumption that having a theory of language development is as important as having reliable data
about what children say and understand, and it advocates a combination of both "rationalist' and
more 'empiricist’ traditions. In fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions provide
different pieces of the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding. Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of prelinguistic
communication and its possible relationship to linguistic development; early stages of language
development and how they can be viewed in the light of later developments; the nature and role of
children's experience with the language(s) around them; variations in language development due to
both pathological and non-pathological differences between children, and (in the latter case)
between the languages they learn; later oral language development; and literacy. The approach is
distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than sociolinguistic, although there is significant
treatment of issues which intersect with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy, language play,
and bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed to reinforce
the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the opportunity to think beyond the text to
ideas at the cutting edge of research. The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the
intended undergraduate readership, and will be of interest to those taking courses in language
development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational linguistics, and speech pathology.
The book will also serve as a useful introduction to students wishing to pursue post-graduate courses
which deal with child language development.

how do children learn language: What is Psychology?: Cognition & Learning,

how do children learn language: Thinking and Literacy Carolyn N. Hedley, Patricia
Antonacci, Mitchell Rabinowitz, 2013-11-05 This volume explores higher level, critical, and creative
thinking, as well as reflective decision making and problem solving -- what teachers should
emphasize when teaching literacy across the curriculum. Focusing on how to encourage learners to
become independent thinking, learning, and communicating participants in home, school, and
community environments, this book is concerned with integrated learning in a curriculum of
inclusion. It emphasizes how to provide a curriculum for students where they are socially
interactive, personally reflective, and academically informed. Contributors are authorities on such
topics as cognition and learning, classroom climates, knowledge bases of the curriculum, the use of
technology, strategic reading and learning, imagery and analogy as a source of creative thinking, the
nature of motivation, the affective domain in learning, cognitive apprenticeships, conceptual
development across the disciplines, thinking through the use of literature, the impact of the media
on thinking, the nature of the new classroom, developing the ability to read words, the bilingual,
multicultural learner, crosscultural literacy, and reaching the special learner. The applications of
higher level thought to classroom contexts and materials are provided, so that experienced teacher
educators, and psychologists are able to implement some of the abstractions that are frequently
dealt with in texts on cognition. Theoretical constructs are grounded in educational experience,
giving the volume a practical dimension. Finally, appropriate concerns regarding the new media,
hypertext, bilingualism, and multiculturalism as they reflect variation in cognitive experience within
the contexts of learning are presented.

how do children learn language: Handbook of Cultural Developmental Science Marc H.
Bornstein, 2014-06-03 Researchers and theoreticians commonly acknowledge the profound impact
of culture on all aspects of development. However, many in the field are often unaware of the latest
cultural literatures or how development proceeds in places other than their home locations. This
comprehensive handbook covers all domains of developmental science from a cultural point of view
and in all regions of the globe. Part 1 covers domains of development across cultures, and Part 2




focuses on development in different places around the world. The Handbook documents child and
caregiver characteristics associated with cultural variation, and it charts relations between cultural
and developmental variations in physical, mental, emotional, and social development in children,
parents, and cultural groups. This contemporary and scholarly resource of culture in development
covers theoretical, methodological, substantive, and ethnic issues as well as geographic approaches.
Each chapter includes an introduction, historical and demographic considerations, theory, an
overview of the most important classical and modern research studies, recommended future
directions in theory and research, and a conclusion. The chapters focus on children from the
prenatal stage through adolescence. Interdisciplinary in nature, the Handbook will appeal to human
development theoreticians, researchers, and students in psychology, education, and pediatrics. Ideal
for those new to the field, readers will appreciate the plethora of cultural examples from all fields of
child and human development and developmental examples from all fields of cultural study.

how do children learn language: Supporting Young Children with Communication
Problems Myra Kersner, Jannet A. Wright, 2015-04-24 Now in its fourth edition, formerly published
as How to Manage Communication Problems in Young Children, this invaluable guide to
understanding and helping children whose speech and/or language is delayed or impaired has been
completely revised and updated, and provides readers with: Practical advice on how to recognise
communication problems Strategies for supporting children with speech, language and
communication needs Best practice guide for parents and professionals working in partnership
Contributions from a wide-range of specialist speech and language therapists Reflecting new
developments and current practice, this book is of interest to parents, early years’ practitioners,
students in education and speech and language therapy, and anyone interested in pursuing a career
with young children in the foundation years. Written in an accessible style, it assumes no prior
knowledge and includes a range of practical suggestions for dealing with children with all kinds of
communication difficulties.

how do children learn language: Cross-cultural Roots of Minority Child Development
Patricia M. Greenfield, Rodney R. Cocking, 2014-02-25 This book constitutes the first time in the
field of developmental psychology that cross-cultural roots of minority child development have been
studied in their ancestral societies in a systematic way--and by an international group of
researchers. Most child development and child psychology texts take cultural diversity in
development into account only as an addendum or as a special case--it is not integrated into a
comprehensive theory or model of development. The purpose of this text is to redress this situation
by enlisting insiders' and outsiders' perspectives on socialization and development in a diverse
sampling of the world's cultures, including developing regions that often lack the means to speak for
themselves in the arena of international social science. The unique feature of this text is the
paradigm. For the minority groups represented, the questions focused on how development was
behaviorally expressed within the culture of origin and in new societal contexts. Thus,
developmental issues--such as language and mother-child interactions--for African-American
children are considered in the United States as well as in the African culture of origin and in France
as a country of immigration. This paradigm is considered for African and Asian cultures and the
Americas, including Hispanics from Mexico as well as Native Americans. Specific questions posed
consider the extent to which: * the development and socialization of minority children can be seen as
continuous with their ancestral cultures; * the cultural and political conditions in the United States,
Canada, and France have modified developmental and socialization processes, yielding
discontinuities with ancestral cultures; * the ancestral cultures have changed, yielding
cross-generational discontinuities in the development and socialization of immigrants from the very
same countries. * the role of interdependence and independence in developmental scripts can
account for historical continuities and discontinuities in development and socialization, both across
and within cultures. These questions not only provide the unifying theme of this unique book but
also a model for conceptualizing multi-culturalism within a unified framework for developmental
psychology.



how do children learn language: Modality and language acquisition: How does the channel

through which language is expressed affect how children and adults are able to learn? Richard P.
Meier, Christian Rathmann, Aaron Shield, 2023-12-19

how do children learn language: Modern Schools of Linguistic Thought Zeki Hamawand,
2020-05-21 This textbook provides a clear and concise overview of the main schools of linguistic
thought and scholarship from the late 18th century to the present day, examining the key tenets and
leading figures of each approach and assessing their impact on the field. Combining theory with
practice, the author aims to familiarise students with the mechanisms used in analysing language
structures, to acquaint them with the history of the discipline, and to demonstrate how different -
sometimes competing - approaches can be combined to understand language and linguistics today.
Written in an engaging and accessible manner, this textbook is an ideal primer for new students of
linguistics at any level, as well as more experienced researchers seeking to understand the history of
their field or the arguments and theories of other sub-disciplines.

how do children learn language: Children's Additional Language Learning in Instructional
Settings Yuko Goto Butler, 2025-05-08 This book provides the first comprehensive overview of young
children’s language learning in pre-primary and primary education. It collates research to date on
language development and pedagogy among children learning a language in addition to their home
language(s) in instructional settings, providing readers with a thorough understanding of the topic
and directions for further study. The book promotes a learner-centered approach to research and
teaching and encourages critical reflection on how best to conduct research among children. It
recognizes the substantial diversity of young language learning experiences and pays attention to
individual differences and variability in children’s language development, embracing an ecological
perspective sensitive to contextual factors. Closing the gap between research and practice, each
chapter opens with pedagogical or policy-related questions, explores relevant theories and research
findings from instructed second language acquisition, and offers discussion questions and
recommended reading for further reflection and study. This will be invaluable reading for all those
who are undertaking research and working with young language learners.

how do children learn language: Applied Cognitive Linguistics for Language Teachers Jorg
Roche, Moiken Jessen, 2023 The book offers an easy to read introduction on how cognitive
linguistics treats and analyses language and how it differs from other approaches to linguistics.
Readers are invited to follow an inspiring approach to linguistics adressing many of the most
pressing issues and challenges in language teaching and learning. Many examples from a large
variety of languages illustrate the theoretical underpinnings and make theory come to life.
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