
how tall was wyatt earp
how tall was wyatt earp is a question that has intrigued historians, enthusiasts of the American Old
West, and fans of legendary lawmen alike. Wyatt Earp remains one of the most iconic figures from the
late 19th century, known for his role as a lawman, gambler, and participant in the famous Gunfight at
the O.K. Corral. Understanding his physical stature, including his height, provides a more complete
picture of this complex figure. This article explores the verified accounts and historical records to
determine how tall Wyatt Earp was, while also providing context about his life, legacy, and the era in
which he lived. Additionally, this detailed examination delves into the significance of his height in
relation to his persona and public image. Readers will find a thorough discussion on various sources
and their reliability, as well as how his height compares to other notable figures of his time. The
following sections will guide readers through an organized exploration of Wyatt Earp’s height and
related historical insights.

Wyatt Earp’s Verified Height

Historical Context of Wyatt Earp’s Physical Stature

The Significance of Height in the Old West

Comparisons with Contemporary Figures

Sources and Evidence Regarding Wyatt Earp’s Height

Wyatt Earp’s Verified Height
Determining how tall Wyatt Earp was requires examination of historical documents, eyewitness
accounts, and official records. Most credible sources agree that Wyatt Earp stood approximately 5
feet 10 inches tall. This height was considered above average for American males during the late 19th
century. Earp’s stature contributed to his imposing presence as a law enforcement officer and
gunfighter. While some popular media depictions may exaggerate or minimize his height, the
consensus among historians is that 5'10" accurately reflects his physical stature.

Official Records and Descriptions
Official documents such as census records, military enlistments, and personal descriptions from
contemporaries provide the best evidence for Wyatt Earp’s height. For example, his military
enlistment records from the Civil War period list his height as around 5 feet 10 inches. Additionally,
accounts from individuals who knew him personally often mention his commanding presence, which
aligns with a stature that was slightly taller than average at the time.



Variations in Height Reporting
It is worth noting that some discrepancies exist in reports of Wyatt Earp’s height. Certain newspaper
articles and biographical works have cited heights ranging from 5 feet 8 inches to 6 feet. These
variations can be attributed to the challenges of accurate measurement in the 19th century and the
tendency of storytellers to enhance the physical attributes of legendary figures. Nonetheless, the
overwhelming majority of reliable sources place his height near 5 feet 10 inches.

Historical Context of Wyatt Earp’s Physical Stature
Understanding how tall Wyatt Earp was also involves placing his height in the context of the average
male height during his lifetime. The late 1800s saw average American male heights ranging from
approximately 5 feet 6 inches to 5 feet 7 inches. Therefore, Earp’s height would have made him stand
out as a physically imposing individual among his peers.

Average Heights in the 19th Century
During the late 19th century, nutrition, health conditions, and genetics influenced the average height
of American men. Historical data suggests:

The average male height was around 5 feet 7 inches.

Height variations were influenced by region and socioeconomic status.

Lawmen and outlaws of the Old West often had physical builds suited for physical
confrontations.

Wyatt Earp’s height placed him comfortably above average, helping to establish his reputation as a
formidable figure.

Physical Fitness and Stature
Beyond height, Wyatt Earp was known for his robust physical fitness, which complemented his
stature. His active lifestyle as a lawman, gambler, and occasional brawler required agility and
strength. These attributes, combined with his height, enhanced his ability to command respect and
maintain order in volatile frontier towns.

The Significance of Height in the Old West
Height played a notable role in the perceptions and effectiveness of individuals in the Old West. For
figures like Wyatt Earp, physical stature was more than just a measurement; it was a factor that
influenced authority, intimidation, and social standing.



Height and Authority
In the lawless environment of the American frontier, lawmen needed to project authority to maintain
control. Taller individuals often had an advantage in this regard, as their presence could deter
criminal behavior before it escalated. Wyatt Earp’s height likely contributed to his ability to command
respect and enforce the law effectively.

Height in Gunfights and Confrontations
While gunfights, such as the famous O.K. Corral shootout, depended more on skill and strategy than
physical size, height could provide certain advantages. A taller stance allowed better visibility and
reach, potentially offering a slight edge in tense confrontations. Wyatt Earp’s stature, paired with his
sharpshooting skills, made him a formidable opponent.

Comparisons with Contemporary Figures
To further appreciate how tall Wyatt Earp was, it is useful to compare his height with that of other
notable figures from the Old West and his contemporaries.

Other Lawmen and Outlaws
Many famous lawmen and outlaws of the period had varying heights, often reflective of the average
for their time. For example:

Doc Holliday, Earp’s close associate, was approximately 5 feet 7 inches tall.

Jesse James, the notorious outlaw, stood around 5 feet 8 inches.

Billy the Kid was shorter, estimated at about 5 feet 6 inches.

Compared to these figures, Wyatt Earp’s height of 5 feet 10 inches was noticeably taller, reinforcing
his commanding physical presence.

Modern Perceptions of Height
In contemporary terms, a height of 5 feet 10 inches is close to the current average for American men.
However, in the context of the 19th century, Wyatt Earp’s stature was above average, contributing to
his legendary image as a towering figure of the Old West.

Sources and Evidence Regarding Wyatt Earp’s Height
Reliable historical analysis depends on the credibility of sources documenting Wyatt Earp’s height.
Various types of records and testimonies contribute to the overall understanding.



Military and Census Records
Military enlistment forms, census data, and marriage licenses often recorded physical descriptions,
including height. Wyatt Earp’s Civil War enlistment documents and census entries consistently list him
as approximately 5 feet 10 inches tall, lending strong evidence to this measurement.

Eyewitness Accounts and Biographies
Firsthand accounts from friends, family, and contemporaries, as well as detailed biographies, provide
additional context. While some narratives romanticize his stature, many emphasize his moderately
tall height as part of his lawman persona.

Challenges in Historical Measurement
It is important to recognize the limitations of 19th-century measurement accuracy. Variations in how
height was recorded, differences in footwear, and rounding practices could create minor
inconsistencies. Despite these challenges, the preponderance of evidence supports the conclusion
that Wyatt Earp was about 5 feet 10 inches tall.

Frequently Asked Questions

How tall was Wyatt Earp?
Wyatt Earp was approximately 5 feet 10 inches (178 cm) tall.

Was Wyatt Earp considered tall for his time?
Yes, at around 5 feet 10 inches, Wyatt Earp was slightly taller than the average male height during
the late 19th century.

Did Wyatt Earp's height influence his reputation as a lawman?
While his height contributed to his imposing presence, Wyatt Earp's reputation was more influenced
by his skills, determination, and actions rather than just his physical stature.

Are there any historical records that confirm Wyatt Earp's
exact height?
Historical records do not provide an exact measurement, but multiple sources estimate Wyatt Earp's
height to be around 5 feet 10 inches.

How does Wyatt Earp's height compare to other famous Old



West figures?
Wyatt Earp, at about 5 feet 10 inches, was taller than some contemporaries like Doc Holliday, who
was shorter, making him relatively tall among Old West figures.

Did Wyatt Earp's height give him any advantage in gunfights?
While height can affect reach and presence, Wyatt Earp's success in gunfights was more due to his
skill, quick reflexes, and experience rather than his height alone.

Additional Resources
1. Wyatt Earp: The Life Behind the Legend
This biography delves into the complex life of Wyatt Earp, exploring both his personal and
professional experiences. It includes discussions about his physical stature, providing context to how
his height may have influenced his presence and reputation. The book paints a vivid picture of the
man behind the myths.

2. The True Height of Wyatt Earp: Myth vs. Reality
Focusing specifically on the common question of Wyatt Earp’s height, this book examines historical
records, eyewitness accounts, and photographs to separate fact from fiction. It also analyzes how his
physical stature contributed to his legendary status in the Old West.

3. Wyatt Earp: Gunfighter and Lawman
This comprehensive account of Earp’s career highlights his role as a lawman and gambler in the
American West. Alongside stories of famous events like the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral, the book
touches upon his physical characteristics, including his approximate height and build.

4. The Man Called Wyatt Earp
A detailed narrative that portrays Wyatt Earp’s life from his early years to his later ventures. The
author references eyewitness descriptions and historical documents that give insights into Earp’s
physical appearance, including his height.

5. Wyatt Earp: Portrait of a Legend
This illustrated biography combines images and text to present a well-rounded view of Wyatt Earp. It
discusses how his height and physique may have played a role in both his law enforcement career
and his ability to command respect.

6. Wyatt Earp’s Physical Presence: Height and Influence in the Old West
An analytical work that explores the significance of physical stature among Western lawmen, with a
focus on Wyatt Earp. It investigates how Earp’s height compared to his contemporaries and how it
affected his interactions and authority.

7. Wyatt Earp: Tall Tales and True Facts
This book contrasts the exaggerations surrounding Wyatt Earp’s life and physical traits with
documented evidence. It provides a clear picture of his actual height and discusses how stories about
his size contributed to the mythos of the American West.

8. Wyatt Earp: The Man, The Myth, The Height



Combining biography with cultural analysis, this book examines the role that Wyatt Earp’s physical
stature played in shaping his legendary image. It also considers how height was perceived in the
context of Western frontier masculinity.

9. Standing Tall: Wyatt Earp and the Measure of a Legend
This title offers a unique perspective on how Wyatt Earp’s height symbolized more than just physical
measurement—it represented strength, authority, and resilience. The book includes historical details
about his height and how it influenced his legacy in American history.
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  how tall was wyatt earp: Tall Walls and High Fences Bob Alexander, Richard K. Alvord,
2020-10-15 Texas has one of the world’s largest prison systems, in operation for more than 170
years and currently employing more than 28,000 people. Hundreds of thousands of people have been
involved in the prison business in Texas: inmates, correctional officers, public officials, private
industry representatives, and volunteers have all entered the secure facilities and experienced a
different world. Previous books on Texas prisons have focused either on records and data of the
prisons, personal memoirs by both inmates and correctional officers, or accounts of prison breaks.
Tall Walls and High Fences is the first comprehensive history of Texas prisons, written by a former
law enforcement officer and an officer of the Texas prisons. Bob Alexander and Richard K. Alford
chronicle the significant events and transformation of the Texas prison system from its earliest times
to the present day, paying special attention to the human side of the story. Incarceration policy
evolved from isolation to hard labor to rodeo and educational opportunities, with reform measures
becoming an ever-evolving quest. The complex job of the correctional officer has evolved as
well—they must ensure custody and control over the inmate population at all times, in order to
provide a proper environment conducive to safety and positive change. Alexander and Alford focus
especially on the men and women who work with diligence and dedication at their jobs “inside the
walls,” risking their lives and—in too many instances—giving their lives in a peculiar line of duty
most would find unpalatable. Within these pages are stories of prison breaks, bloodhounds chasing
escapees, and gunfights. Inside the walls are deadly confrontations, human trafficking, rape,
clandestine consensual trysts, and tricks turned against correctional officers. Famous people and
episodes in Texas prison history receive their due, from Texas Rangers apprehending and placing
outlaws in prison to the famed gunfighter John Wesley Hardin’s time in and out of prison. Tall Walls
and High Fences covers numerous convict escape attempts and successes, including the 1974 prison
siege at Huntsville and the 2007 prisoner gunfight and escape at the Wynne Unit. Throughout this
long history Alexander and Alford pay special tribute to the more than 75 correctional officers,
lawmen, and civilians who lost their lives in the line of duty.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Nations of the Living, Nations of the Dead Mort Castle, 2002-10-01
The Gypsy fables called Darane swature seek to explain the everyday mysteries of the world. In Mort
Castle's Nations of the Living, Nations of the Dead, Romany stories guide us along the dark misty
trails of the realms of history and fantasy, of ancient magic and contemporary culture, as we meet:
Wyatt Earp, who has a distressing personal hygiene problem. Dr. Valentine of Paris, Keeper of the
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Secret of Immortality. Nordo, Monstrous Night Creature of the Philco Radio. And Cowboy Bob
Steele, Sir Richard Burton, Groucho Marx and Charlie Chaplin, Steve McQueen and Heather
Locklear, Alley Oop, H.P. Lovecraft and Robert Bloch, --and the saddest woman in the world, Marilyn
Monroe.in the Bram Stoker nominated short story, I Am Your Need. Nations of the Living, Nations of
the Dead is Mort Mythology by the writer who's been called a master of the short story, a writer with
a remarkable gift for storytelling and a profound sense of what makes humans tick and El Maestro
del Terror.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The American Cowboy Chronicles Old West Myths & Legends Thomas
Correa, 2019-12-14 This book is about the real Old West. The research presented here comes from
what I've found during my more than forty-five years of researching American history, but especially
what I've learned in regards to the other side of the myths and legends of the Old West. In 2010, I
started a blog, The American Cowboy Chronicles, to share what I've learned and celebrate the
virtues of America. My articles on the Old West have never been meant to dispel the myths or attack
legends but to simply explain what I've found after taking a hard look, an honest look, an objective
look, at the evidence that's available. Since evidence proves or disproves what we've all been told
about the Old West by Hollywood and writers who are not objective researchers, this is my attempt
at taking a fresh look at Wyatt Earp, Tom Horn, and others. But mostly, this book is about why the
American Cowboy became America's quintessential role model. This book looks at why the American
Cowboy represents American toughness, independence, and resilience to the rest of the World.
  how tall was wyatt earp: American Cowboy , 1994-05 Published for devotees of the cowboy
and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the best in
entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Dodge City and the Birth of the Wild West Robert R. Dykstra, Jo Ann
Manfra, 2017-07-15 Raised on Gunsmoke, Bat Masterson, and The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp,
we know what it means to “get outta Dodge”—to make a hasty escape from a dangerous place, like
the Dodge City of Wild West lore. But why, of all the notorious, violent cities of old, did Dodge win
this distinction? And what does this tenacious cultural metaphor have to do with the real Dodge
City? In a book as much about the making of cultural myths as it is about Dodge City itself, authors
Robert Dykstra and Jo Ann Manfra take us back into the history of Dodge to trace the growth of the
city and its legend side-by-side. An exploration of murder statistics, court cases, and contemporary
accounts reveals the historical Dodge to be neither as violent nor as lawless as legend has it—but
every bit as intriguing. In a style that captures the charm and chicanery of storytelling in the Old
West, Dodge City and the Birth of the Wild West finds a culprit in a local attorney, Harry Gryden,
who fed sensational accounts to the national media during the so-called Dodge City War of 1883.
Once launched, the legend leads the authors through the cultural landscape of twentieth-century
America, as Dodge City became a useful metaphor in more and more television series and movies.
Meanwhile, back in the actual Dodge, struggling on a lost frontier, a mirror image of the mythical
city began to emerge, as residents increasingly embraced tourism as an economic necessity. Dodge
City and the Birth of the Wild West maps a metaphor for belligerent individualism and social
freedom through the cultural imagination, from a historical starting point to its mythical reflection.
In this, the book restores both the reality of Dodge and its legend to their rightful place in the
continuum of American culture.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Western Gunslingers in Fact and on Film Buck Rainey, 2015-11-17
Billy the Kid, Wild Bill Hickok, Belle Starr, Wyatt Earp, the Younger Gang, the Dalton-Doolin Gang
and Bat Masterson--these real-life lawmen and lawbreakers have been the basis of so many
Hollywood Westerns that it has become difficult to discover where the truth ends and the legend
begins. All actually became larger-than-life characters during their lifetimes, as contemporary
newspapers and books embellished their deeds for their own purposes. But it was in Hollywood that



the line between reality and myth was completely blurred. Each chapter-length entry here first
focuses on the known facts of the people's lives and how each became truly legendary during their
lifetimes. The reality is then compared to how they have been portrayed in the movies.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Old West Adventures of Ornery and Slim Montana Kid
Hammer, 2013-11-01 The Trail Never Ends, Montana Kid Hammers third novel in his series, trails
Ornery and Slim into another set of high adventures; escapades that grow out of the very frontier
that holds them fast. Ornery, a Civil War survivor turned veteran cowhand, and Slim, a young
orphan from Philadelphia and a burgeoning cowman in his own right, partner up to ride for the
brand handled simply as the O U T (Oh-Ewe-Tee) Spread. Their third season of cow crafting finds
this pair in the company of, or referenced to, such historic old west personages as, Wyatt Earp,
Teddy Blue Abbott, Crazy Horse, and Teddy Roosevelt. Ornery, Slim, and the other hands of the
outfit experience such calamities as encounters with rustlers, prairie storms, unsavory saloon types,
sheep wars, cantankerous US Army personnel, and wonderful womanly wiles that up the ante of
their challenges and try both soul and gun hand. Kids Old West series is intended to rekindle fond
recollections of Old West evenings sat around campfires to a passel of never before told bone
rattling and hair-raising cowman tales. Offered is a unique opportunity to ride back to those wild and
wooly days of Americas western yesteryears.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Hero and the Grave Alireza Vahdani, 2018-08-15 The theme of
death is an essential component of film narrative, particularly in how it affects the hero. Filmmakers
from different cultures and backgrounds have developed distinct yet archetypal perspectives on
death and the protagonist's response. Focusing on Western and Japanese period genre films, the
author examines the work of John Ford (1894-1973), Akira Kurosawa (1910-1998) and Sergio Leone
(1929-1989) and finds similarities regarding death's impact on the hero's sense of morality.
  how tall was wyatt earp: William S. Hart Ronald L. Davis, 2003 For the first time, readers are
given insights into Hart's somewhat lonely and tragic personal life, his quarrels with exploitive
studios, and his association with such latter-day frontier legends as Charles M. Russell, Bat
Masterson, and Wyatt Earp, who regarded him as a kindred spirit.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Arizona Historical Review , 1929
  how tall was wyatt earp: Term Paper Resource Guide to Nineteenth-Century U.S.
History Kathleen W. Craver, 2008-06-30 Major help for those inevitable American History term
paper projects has arrived to enrich and stimulate students in challenging and enjoyable ways.
Students from high school age to undergraduate will be able to get a jumpstart on assignments with
the hundreds of term paper projects and research information offered here in an easy-to-use format.
Users can quickly choose from the 100 important events of the nineteenth century, carefully
selected to be appealing to students, and delve right in. Each event entry begins with a brief
summary to pique interest and then offers original and thought-provoking term paper ideas in both
standard and alternative formats that incorporate the latest in electronic media, such as iPod and
iMovie. The best in primary and secondary sources for further research are then annotated, followed
by vetted, stable Web site suggestions and multimedia resources for further viewing and listening.
Librarians and faculty will want to use this as well. Students dread term papers, but with this book,
the research experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History is a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a
wide range of interests and talents. The provided topics on events, people, inventions, cultural
contributions, wars, and technological advances reflect the country's nineteenth-century character
and experience. Some examples of the topics are Barbary Pirate Wars, the Thomas Jefferson and
Sally Hemings liaison, Tecumseh and the Prophet, the Santa Fe Trail, Immigration in the 1840s, the
Seneca Falls Convention, the Purchase of Alaska, Boss Tweed's Ring, Wyatt Earp and the Gunfight at
O.K. Corral, United States v. Wong Kim Ark, and Scott Joplin and Ragtime Music.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Last Gunfight Jeff Guinn, 2012-05-15 Originally published: New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2011.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Virtues of Vengeance Peter A. French, 2001 In the course of



his study of vengeance as a moral concept, French exposes important distinctions between types of
moral theories (karmic and non-karmic) and between people who are morally handicapped and those
who are morally challenged. He examines concepts relevant to vengeance, such as honor, moral
authority, and evil, and issues such as the rationality of revenge and proportionality in
punishment.--BOOK JACKET.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Sinners and Saints Jennifer Roberson, 2022-05-10 Now in paperback,
a biker and a cowboy must fight the coming apocalypse in the second book of the Blood and Bone
contemporary western fantasy series. It's the End of Days, and Gabe and Remi--an ex-con biker and
a Texas cowboy--have been conscripted to join the heavenly host in a battle against Lucifer's spec
ops troops: demons who inhabit characters from fiction, history, myths, legends, and folklore. But
Gabe and Remi, still learning their roles, now must deal with one particular demon wearing the body
of an infamous murderer: Jack the Ripper. Young women bearing the names of the murder victims
killed during the Ripper's time are turning up dead, setting Gabe and Remi on a perilous path to
save whoever they can, while also battling members of Lucifer's vanguard bent on killing them.
Sinners and Saints is myth and magic, gods and goddesses, angels and agendas.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Cipriano Baca, Frontier Lawman of New Mexico Chuck Hornung,
2013-07-08 This is the first biography of the legendary officer Cipriano Baca, scion of a prestigious
Spanish lineage tracing their heritage to the first settlers in Nuevo Mexico. Baca was well educated
and a successful businessman before beginning a 52-year career as a peace officer. Tenderhearted
by nature, he could be cold as steel, even lethal, doing his duty. He was a man of honor and principle
in an age of greed and selfishness. Baca was first an undercover range detective, next a deputy
sheriff and a deputy U.S. marshal. In 1901, the territorial governor appointed him the first sheriff of
the newly formed Luna County, and in 1905, the territorial governor selected him as the first man to
become the lieutenant of New Mexico's newly established territorial rangers. Written with the full
cooperation of the Baca family and utilizing public and private records, this biography presents the
truth about a complicated man. One revelation: Baca discovered who was the real killer of Pat
Garrett and the motive behind the murder of the man who killed Billy the Kid.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Old West in Fact and Film Jeremy Agnew, 2012-11-08 For
many years, movie audiences have carried on a love affair with the American West, believing
Westerns are escapist entertainment of the best kind, harkening back to the days of the frontier.
This work compares the reality of the Old West to its portrayal in movies, taking an historical
approach to its consideration of the cowboys, Indians, gunmen, lawmen and others who populated
the Old West in real life and on the silver screen. Starting with the Westerns of the early 1900s, it
follows the evolution in look, style, and content as the films matured from short vignettes of
good-versus-bad into modern plots.
  how tall was wyatt earp: The Encyclopedia of Best Films Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23 This
all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost experts on cinema provides
comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on. The work offers more than
5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent; five stars=masterpiece),
and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as well as many more that did
not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a listing of the cast as well
as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair stylist. Especially unique to
this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not a film is appropriate for
their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by studio lobbying, Nash
objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four recommendations for viewing:
recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter includes a list of top films by
genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as an annotated name index
listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death. Rounding out this essential
volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's private collection.
  how tall was wyatt earp: How to Write It, How to Sell It Linda Palmer, 1998-05-15 As a
producer and successful screenwriter, Linda Palmer knows all of Hollywood's trade secrets--and in



How to Write It, How to Sell It, she shares them all. Linda Palmer knows that even in closed-door
Hollywood, if your screenplay snags the interest of a producer, it doesn't matter who you are--you're
in. The trick is getting your screenplay into the producer's hands. As a former vice president of
production at Tristar Pictures and a credited screenwriter, Linda Palmer has a unique understanding
of both sides of Hollywood's desk. In How to Write It, How to Sell It, she shares her knowledge with
aspiring screenwriters, and she does so with the same charm the students of her popular UCLA
Extension class have come to love and depend on. Straightforward and personable, Palmer uses the
movies she loves to illustrate discussions of plot, structure, and character. From the layout of the
page to the pitch to tips on sneaking by Hollywood's notorious readers, Palmer explains the business
of show business as only one who knows it from the inside can.
  how tall was wyatt earp: Arizona Highways. ... , 1928
  how tall was wyatt earp: More True Tales of Old-time Kansas David Dary, 1987
'Swift-moving tales, always readable, often captivating. Dary is ever the master of narrative. This is a
contribution to the literary heritage of the state.' -Thomas Isern, coauthor of Plainsfolk
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