
hollow knight upgrades
hollow knight upgrades play a crucial role in enhancing the gameplay experience and character
progression in the challenging metroidvania-style game, Hollow Knight. These upgrades allow
players to improve their abilities, unlock new powers, and increase their chances of survival against
formidable enemies and bosses. Understanding the variety of upgrades available, from nail
enhancements to charm upgrades, is essential for mastering the game. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to all the significant hollow knight upgrades, including where to find them and
how to optimize their use. Players can expect detailed information on upgrades that affect combat,
mobility, and exploration. By learning about these enhancements, gamers can tailor their playstyle
and strategy to overcome the toughest challenges Hallownest has to offer. Below is an organized
outline covering the key hollow knight upgrades in the game.

Nail Upgrades

Charms and Charm Notches

Health and Soul Upgrades

Movement and Mobility Enhancements

Spell and Ability Upgrades

Nail Upgrades
Nail upgrades are fundamental hollow knight upgrades that boost the primary weapon damage,
known as the Nail. Increasing the Nail’s power is vital for dealing more damage to enemies and
bosses, making combat more effective and efficient.

Standard Nail Upgrades
The Nail can be upgraded by visiting the Nailsmith, a blacksmith located in the City of Tears. Each
upgrade requires a specific amount of Geo, the in-game currency, and increases the Nail’s damage
output incrementally. There are four standard upgrades available:

Sharpened Nail: Raises the damage of the Nail.

Channelled Nail: Further increases Nail damage.

Coiled Nail: Adds another damage boost.

Pure Nail: The final upgrade, significantly enhancing damage.



These upgrades are essential for progressing through the game’s tougher areas and enemies.

Special Nail Upgrades
In addition to standard upgrades, players can acquire special Nails that provide unique effects:

Coiled Nail: As part of the standard upgrades, it is also the prerequisite for special Nails.

Shadow Nail: Allows the player to shoot a shadow projectile, enabling ranged attacks.

Pure Nail: The ultimate upgrade, available after completing certain quests.

Special Nails can dramatically alter combat strategies and offer new ways to engage foes.

Charms and Charm Notches
Charms are pivotal hollow knight upgrades that grant various passive or active abilities, significantly
influencing gameplay style. Equipping charms requires charm notches, which limit how many
charms can be equipped simultaneously.

Acquiring Charms
Charms are found throughout Hallownest, often hidden in challenging locations or rewarded for
defeating bosses. Each charm provides unique benefits such as increased defense, enhanced attack,
better mobility, or improved spellcasting.

Charm Notches
Charm notches determine the number of charms the Knight can equip at once. Players start with a
limited number of notches but can find additional notches by locating specific items or completing
certain tasks, allowing for more complex and powerful charm combinations.

Popular Charms
Some of the most sought-after charms include:

Shaman Stone: Increases spell damage.

Quick Focus: Speeds up healing.

Mark of Pride: Extends Nail range.

Unbreakable Strength: Boosts Nail damage.



Grubsong: Converts damage taken into Soul regeneration.

Health and Soul Upgrades
Upgrading health and soul capacity is critical for survival and casting powerful spells. These hollow
knight upgrades enhance the Knight’s endurance and magical capabilities.

Increasing Health
Health upgrades are obtained by finding Mask Shards scattered across the world. Collecting four
Mask Shards combines into one full Mask, increasing the Knight’s total health. These shards are
often hidden in secret areas or rewarded for exploration.

Increasing Soul Capacity
The Knight uses Soul as a resource to cast spells and heal. Soul upgrades come from collecting
Vessel Fragments, similar to Mask Shards. Four Vessel Fragments combine into one full Vessel,
raising the total Soul capacity. This allows for more frequent and powerful spell usage.

Health and Soul Related Charms
Several charms affect health and soul regeneration, such as:

Quick Focus: Speeds up healing animations.

Grubsong: Generates Soul when taking damage.

Deep Focus: Increases healing effectiveness.

Movement and Mobility Enhancements
Movement upgrades greatly enhance exploration and combat by providing new ways to traverse the
environment and avoid enemy attacks. These hollow knight upgrades are essential for reaching
hidden areas and escaping danger.

Double Jump and Dash Abilities
The Knight gains various abilities that improve mobility, including:



Mothwing Cloak: Grants a dash ability, allowing quick horizontal movement.

Monarch Wings: Enables a double jump, increasing vertical mobility.

Wall-Climbing and Floating
Additional movement upgrades include:

Cristallized Mothwing Cloak (Dash Upgrade): Improves dash distance.

Isma’s Tear: Allows the Knight to swim in acid.

Grubsong and Sprintmaster Charms: Enhance movement speed and stamina.

Other Exploration Enhancements
Upgrades like the Lumafly Lantern provide light in dark areas, and the Dream Nail unlocks
interaction with spirits and hidden secrets, both crucial for thorough exploration.

Spell and Ability Upgrades
Spell and ability upgrades augment the Knight’s offensive and defensive capabilities, enabling new
combat tactics and utility options. These upgrades often require combining soul and charms to
maximize their effectiveness.

Spells
The Knight has access to several spells that can be upgraded or enhanced:

Vengeful Spirit / Shade Soul: A ranged projectile spell that can be upgraded for increased
damage.

Desolate Dive / Abyss Shriek: Powerful downward or upward area attacks.

Howling Wraiths / Abyss Shriek: Strong area-effect spells that clear enemies.

Dream Nail Upgrades
The Dream Nail is a key ability used for interacting with the dream world, revealing secrets, and



combat. It can be upgraded to:

Awoken Dream Nail: Increases damage dealt and allows access to new areas.

Dreamgate: A teleportation ability that allows fast travel between two points.

Other Ability Enhancements
Additional upgrades include:

Shade Cloak: Grants invulnerability during a dash.

Dreamshield: Provides a protective barrier.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential Hollow Knight upgrades for beginners?
For beginners, essential upgrades include the Mothwing Cloak (dash ability), Vengeful Spirit
(ranged attack), and the Wayward Compass charm to help navigate the map.

How do I obtain the Crystal Heart upgrade in Hollow Knight?
The Crystal Heart upgrade is obtained by defeating the Crystal Guardian in the Crystal Peak area,
allowing the Knight to perform a super dash across long distances.

What is the best charm combination for Hollow Knight
upgrades?
A popular charm combination includes Quick Slash for faster attacks, Shaman Stone to boost spell
damage, and Mark of Pride to increase nail range, enhancing overall combat effectiveness.

Where can I find the Nail upgrades in Hollow Knight?
Nail upgrades are found by collecting Pale Ore and visiting the Nailsmith in the City of Tears, who
will forge stronger versions of the Knight's nail for a fee.

How do I unlock the Shade Cloak upgrade?
The Shade Cloak is unlocked by defeating the Shade after dying and retrieving your Shade's essence
from the Shade Caverns. It allows the Knight to dash through enemies and hazards without taking
damage.



What are the benefits of the Grimmchild upgrade in Hollow
Knight?
Grimmchild is a charm that summons a small fire companion to assist in combat by attacking
enemies automatically, making battles easier and more manageable.

Can I upgrade my spells in Hollow Knight?
Yes, spells can be upgraded by finding special items like the Shaman Stone charm, which increases
spell damage, and acquiring new spells such as the Shade Soul and Abyss Shriek as you progress.

How do I improve the Knight's health and soul capacity in
Hollow Knight?
Health is increased by collecting Mask Shards to gain additional masks, while Soul capacity is
expanded by gathering Vessel Fragments, both found throughout the game world.

What is the significance of the Dream Nail upgrade?
The Dream Nail upgrade allows the Knight to access the Dream World, gather essence, and interact
with spirits and NPCs, which is crucial for story progression and unlocking new abilities.

Are there any hidden or secret upgrades in Hollow Knight?
Yes, secret upgrades include the Void Heart, which is essential for the true ending, and hidden
charms like the Fragile Strength charm, all found by exploring thoroughly and completing
challenging tasks.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Void: Mastering Hollow Knight Upgrades
This book delves deep into the intricate upgrade system of Hollow Knight, explaining how to
efficiently enhance your nail, spells, and charms. It provides detailed strategies to maximize your
character's potential, balancing offense and defense. Readers will learn to prioritize upgrades in
various game stages to overcome challenging bosses and areas.

2. Charm Crafting: The Essential Guide to Hollow Knight Enhancements
Charm Crafting explores the variety of charms available in Hollow Knight and how to combine them
for powerful effects. It includes tips on finding rare charms, understanding charm synergies, and
customizing your build for different playstyles. The guide helps players experiment with charms to
create unique and effective strategies.

3. Nail Upgrades and Combat Mastery in Hollow Knight
Focused on the nail, Hollow Knight’s primary weapon, this book covers all upgrade paths and their
impact on combat. It includes tutorials on timing attacks, utilizing charged strikes, and choosing the
right upgrade materials. Players will gain insights into adapting their fighting style as they progress
through tougher enemies and bosses.



4. Spells and Soul: Unlocking Hollow Knight’s Magical Potential
This guide explains how to upgrade and use spells effectively in Hollow Knight, emphasizing soul
management and spell combinations. Readers will discover techniques to maximize spell damage
and efficiency, making magic a critical component of their arsenal. It also explores the best moments
to switch between melee and spellcasting.

5. The Art of Exploration: Finding Upgrades in Hollow Knight
Exploration is key to obtaining upgrades in Hollow Knight, and this book maps out hidden areas,
secret rooms, and essential NPCs. It provides tips for navigating tricky platforming sections and
defeating mini-bosses guarding valuable enhancements. Players will learn how to uncover every
upgrade to become a true champion of Hallownest.

6. Defensive Strategies: Using Upgrades to Survive Hollow Knight’s Challenges
Survival in Hollow Knight often depends on defensive upgrades and smart charm choices. This book
focuses on increasing health, improving healing techniques, and enhancing mobility through
upgrades. It offers guidance on mitigating damage and avoiding enemy attacks, helping players
endure the game’s most brutal encounters.

7. Boss Battles and Upgrade Synergy in Hollow Knight
Bosses in Hollow Knight demand precise upgrades and tailored strategies. This book analyzes each
major boss fight, recommending specific upgrades and charm setups to exploit weaknesses. Players
will learn how to prepare for these encounters by optimizing their build and mastering mechanics.

8. Advanced Tactics: Combining Hollow Knight Upgrades for Maximum Effect
For experienced players, this book explores advanced tactics that involve combining multiple
upgrades for devastating results. It covers complex charm interactions, timing of upgrade
activations, and adapting to different enemy types. Readers will discover how to push their gameplay
beyond basic strategies.

9. Hollow Knight Secrets: Unlocking Hidden Upgrades and Easter Eggs
Uncover the hidden lore and secret upgrades scattered throughout Hollow Knight with this
comprehensive guide. It reveals how to access rare upgrade materials, hidden quests, and secret
NPCs that enhance your abilities. The book enriches the playing experience by connecting upgrades
to the game’s mysterious world.
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  hollow knight upgrades: Hollow Knight Knight's Mastery Guide Maya Anglaw, Brave the
depths of Hallownest with the Hollow Knight Knight's Mastery Guide, guiding you from a lost
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when to dodge, and how to use abilities like Vengeful Spirit or Desolate Dive to exploit enemy
weaknesses. Find out how to acquire and wisely equip Charms that complement your playstyle,
whether you prefer aggressive melee or spellcasting, to gain an edge in every fight. Having trouble
navigating a maze-like cavern or conquering a tough foe like the Mantis Lords or Nightmare King
Grimm? Follow our directions and boss breakdowns to prevail. Whether you're rescuing Grubs,
discovering secret rooms in Deepnest, or testing your skills in the Colosseum of Fools, this Knight's
Mastery Guide ensures you won't miss a thing. Complete with detailed maps for every zone,
locations of key abilities (like the Mothwing Cloak and Monarch Wings), and insider tips for attaining
the true ending, you'll experience all of Hollow Knight’s challenges and emerge victorious.
  hollow knight upgrades: Hollow Knight Boss Battle & Exploration Guide Maya Anglaw, Hollow
Knight Boss Battle & Exploration Guide offers detailed strategies for navigating the haunting world
of Hallownest. Learn charm synergies, nail arts, and movement upgrades. This guide includes boss
breakdowns, secret locations, and pathing for key items. For those seeking a blend of exploration
and challenge, this is your lantern in the darkness.
  hollow knight upgrades: Game Design Deep Dive Joshua Bycer, 2025-06-30 Game Design
Critic and expert Joshua Bycer is back with another entry in the Game Design Deep Dive series for a
look at one of the most popular, and confusing, genres out there. Metroidvania is a genre of
high‐highs and low‐lows, and Josh is taking up the task to explain what a metroidvania is, the very
long history and variety of it, and what you need to do to create one yourself. • A look at the history
of metroidvania design • A primer on 2D platforming UI/UX • Explaining the design and specific
elements that make a metroidvania or could be applied to other genres • Perfect for designers and
students alike
  hollow knight upgrades: Indigenomicon Jodi A. Byrd, 2026-01-06 Jodi A. Byrd examines the
differences between settler colonial studies and Indigenous studies by bringing video game studies
into conversation with Black studies, queer studies, and Indigenous feminist critique.
  hollow knight upgrades: Game Development Projects with Unreal Engine Hammad Fozi,
Gonçalo Marques, David Pereira, Devin Sherry, 2020-11-27 Learn the tools and techniques of game
design using a project-based approach with Unreal Engine 4 and C++ Key FeaturesKickstart your
career or dive into a new hobby by exploring game design with UE4 and C++Learn the techniques
needed to prototype and develop your own ideasReinforce your skills with project-based learning by
building a series of games from scratchBook Description Game development can be both a creatively
fulfilling hobby and a full-time career path. It's also an exciting way to improve your C++ skills and
apply them in engaging and challenging projects. Game Development Projects with Unreal Engine
starts with the basic skills you'll need to get started as a game developer. The fundamentals of game
design will be explained clearly and demonstrated practically with realistic exercises. You’ll then
apply what you’ve learned with challenging activities. The book starts with an introduction to the
Unreal Editor and key concepts such as actors, blueprints, animations, inheritance, and player input.
You'll then move on to the first of three projects: building a dodgeball game. In this project, you'll
explore line traces, collisions, projectiles, user interface, and sound effects, combining these
concepts to showcase your new skills. You'll then move on to the second project; a side-scroller
game, where you'll implement concepts including animation blending, enemy AI, spawning objects,
and collectibles. The final project is an FPS game, where you will cover the key concepts behind
creating a multiplayer environment. By the end of this Unreal Engine 4 game development book,
you'll have the confidence and knowledge to get started on your own creative UE4 projects and
bring your ideas to life. What you will learnCreate a fully-functional third-person character and
enemiesBuild navigation with keyboard, mouse, gamepad, and touch controlsProgram logic and
game mechanics with collision and particle effectsExplore AI for games with Blackboards and
Behavior TreesBuild character animations with Animation Blueprints and MontagesTest your game
for mobile devices using mobile previewAdd polish to your game with visual and sound effectsMaster
the fundamentals of game UI design using a heads-up displayWho this book is for This book is
suitable for anyone who wants to get started using UE4 for game development. It will also be useful



for anyone who has used Unreal Engine before and wants to consolidate, improve and apply their
skills. To grasp the concepts explained in this book better, you must have prior knowledge of the
basics of C++ and understand variables, functions, classes, polymorphism, and pointers. For full
compatibility with the IDE used in this book, a Windows system is recommended.
  hollow knight upgrades: World Design for 2D Action-Adventures Christopher W. Totten,
Adrian Sandoval, 2024-12-30 Award-winning action-adventure designers Christopher Totten and
Adrian Sandoval guide you on a quest to create levels for different styles of 2D action-adventure
games, from top-down dungeon-crawler adventures to side-scrolling non-linear “Metroidvania” titles.
Blending theory and practical analysis, this book shows how principles of game and level design are
applied in some of your favorite 2D action-adventure games. It uses examples from popular games
such as The Legend of Zelda and Hollow Knight, while also providing insights from the authors’ own
experiences creating independent games in the genre. This book also intersperses these examples
with practical exercises in 2D action-adventure world design using the free and easy-to-use GB
Studio engine, allowing readers to practice their skills and see how lessons from the theory chapters
apply in real game development environments. These practical chapters cover the basics of using GB
Studio and related software, such as Aseprite and Tiled, to help readers create their own
action-adventure characters, monsters, quest systems, switches, keys, and other mechanics - all the
way up to designing their own dungeon! World Design for 2D Action-Adventures will be of great
interest to all those looking to improve their level design skills within this genre.
  hollow knight upgrades: Game On! 2020: An AFK Book Scholastic, 2019-11-05 Learn all about
the hottest games coming in 2020, how they were developed, and how to beat them in Scholastic's
annual gaming guide! Get ready for another awesome year of gaming with this ultimate guide to all
your favorite games, including a definitive list of the biggest games of the past year and hot new
ones coming in 2020!Game On! 2020 is the most comprehensive guide to all the best games, tech,
and streamers, featuring some of the year's greatest gaming moments and exclusive interviews with
Twitch stars, YouTube legends, and game developers.This complete guide is packed with top gaming
secrets, stats, tips, and tricks for all your favorite games. All games featured in Game On! 2020 are
rated T for Teen or younger, keeping it appropriate for young gamers.
  hollow knight upgrades: Cat-Man: The Soul Stealer Awakens Vyrus Blackheart, 2025-04-11
From Orphan to Cat Warrior—Lyon Logan’s Destiny Begins. When 17-year-old runaway Lyon Logan
stumbles upon an ancient bracelet in the shadows of Las Midas, he unknowingly awakens a deadly
curse—and releases the soul of the world’s most dangerous witch, Gabrielle Snow. Bound to the
spirit of Aset-Bast, an ancient cat goddess, Lyon is transformed into Cat-Man, a feline-powered
vigilante with a city to protect and a past to unravel. As a cursed weapon fuels his new identity, Lyon
must navigate secret lairs, rogue villains, a gambler-turned-monster, and a growing threat beneath
the glitz of the Golden Metropolis. But with each battle, the line between hero and hunted
blurs—and a legendary showdown draws closer. The curse is real. The power is ancient. And the
claws are out.
  hollow knight upgrades: Backpacker , 2000-03 Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the
reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature more often. The
authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and the only
magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and survival tips they
publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing design, feature and
product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other outdoor-industry awards
are measured.
  hollow knight upgrades: Lighting Dimensions , 1992
  hollow knight upgrades: Res Gestae , 1999
  hollow knight upgrades: ACEC Directory American Consulting Engineers Council, 1993
  hollow knight upgrades: Geochemistry , 2006
  hollow knight upgrades: Mechanics Magazine John I Knight, 1869
  hollow knight upgrades: Consultants & Consulting Organizations Directory Cengage Gale,



2009-05-12
  hollow knight upgrades: Yearbook of Comparative and General Literature , 1967
  hollow knight upgrades: Thomas Register , 2005
  hollow knight upgrades: Applied Science & Technology Index , 1996
  hollow knight upgrades: Commercial Directory , 1998
  hollow knight upgrades: Thomas Register of American Manufacturers , 2003 Vols. for
1970-71 includes manufacturers catalogs.
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