
history of england for kids
history of england for kids is a fascinating journey through time that introduces young
learners to the rich and diverse past of one of the world's most influential countries. From
ancient prehistoric times to the modern era, England's history is filled with remarkable
events, important figures, and cultural changes that have shaped the nation. This article
will explore key periods such as the Roman invasion, the Middle Ages, the Tudor dynasty,
and the Industrial Revolution, making it easy and engaging for children to understand.
Along the way, children will learn about kings and queens, famous battles, and how
everyday life evolved over centuries. The history of England for kids also highlights
England’s contributions to science, literature, and government. Let’s begin by looking at
the main sections covered in this overview of England’s past.

Early History and Roman Britain

The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings

The Middle Ages and the Norman Conquest

The Tudor Period

The Stuart Era and the English Civil War

The Industrial Revolution

Modern England

Early History and Roman Britain
The early history of England for kids begins with prehistoric times when ancient people
lived as hunters and gatherers. Around 43 AD, the Romans invaded Britain and started
what is known as Roman Britain. The Romans built roads, towns, and forts, bringing new
ideas and technologies to the island.

Prehistoric England
Long before written history, early humans lived in England during the Stone Age. They
used simple tools and lived in caves or small huts. Over thousands of years, they learned
to farm and make pottery.

The Roman Invasion
In 43 AD, the Roman army, led by Emperor Claudius, arrived and conquered much of



England. The Romans introduced baths, written laws, and new buildings. London, known
then as Londinium, became an important city.

Roman Life in England
The Romans brought many changes, including:

Building straight roads to connect towns

Establishing public baths and amphitheaters

Introducing Latin language and Roman culture

Creating farms and villas for wealthy families

The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
After the Romans left England around 410 AD, the Anglo-Saxons arrived. These were
groups from Germany and Denmark who settled in England and formed kingdoms. Later,
Vikings from Scandinavia began raiding and settling parts of England.

The Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
The Anglo-Saxons created several kingdoms, such as Wessex, Mercia, and Northumbria.
They brought their own language, customs, and art. Christianity spread during this time,
with monks building monasteries.

Viking Raids and Settlements
From the late 8th century, Vikings attacked coastal towns and eventually settled in areas
called the Danelaw. They were skilled sailors and warriors who influenced English culture
and place names.

Important Anglo-Saxon and Viking Facts

The Anglo-Saxon alphabet was called runes

The Vikings used longships to travel across seas

The famous epic poem Beowulf comes from this period

The English language started to develop from Old English



The Middle Ages and the Norman Conquest
The Middle Ages in England began after the Norman Conquest in 1066, when William the
Conqueror from France defeated King Harold. This event changed England’s government,
language, and society forever.

The Battle of Hastings
The Battle of Hastings was a key moment in English history. William’s victory led to the
Normans ruling England and building impressive castles to keep control.

Life in Medieval England
Medieval England was a time of knights, castles, and feudalism. Most people were
peasants who worked the land for lords. The Church was very powerful and played a big
role in everyday life.

Medieval Society Structure

King and Queen1.

Nobles and Lords2.

Knights3.

Peasants and Serfs4.

The Tudor Period
The Tudor period (1485–1603) was famous for strong monarchs like Henry VIII and
Elizabeth I. This era saw religious changes, exploration, and the start of England
becoming a world power.

Henry VIII and the Church
Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church and created the Church of England. This
was because he wanted to divorce his wife, which the Pope would not allow.



Elizabeth I and the Golden Age
Queen Elizabeth I ruled during a time called the Elizabethan Age, known for great
achievements in art, literature, and exploration. William Shakespeare, the famous
playwright, lived during this period.

Exploration and Expansion
During the Tudor period, English explorers sailed around the world, leading to new
colonies and trade routes. This helped England grow richer and more powerful.

The Stuart Era and the English Civil War
The Stuart period was marked by conflicts between the monarchy and Parliament, leading
to the English Civil War in the 17th century. This war changed how England was
governed.

Causes of the Civil War
The civil war started because King Charles I wanted more power, but Parliament
disagreed. This led to a fight between the Royalists and the Parliamentarians.

The Outcome of the War
The war ended with the execution of Charles I and the temporary creation of a republic
under Oliver Cromwell. Later, the monarchy was restored but with more power given to
Parliament.

Important Changes During the Stuart Era

Development of constitutional monarchy

Religious tensions between Protestants and Catholics

Growth of the British Empire

The Industrial Revolution
The Industrial Revolution began in England in the late 18th century and changed the
country from farming to industry. It led to new inventions, cities, and ways of working.



New Machines and Factories
Inventions like the steam engine and spinning jenny made production faster. Factories
grew, and many people moved to cities to work in them.

Impact on Society
The Industrial Revolution brought wealth but also problems like poor working conditions
and pollution. It also led to improvements in transportation, such as railways.

Key Features of the Industrial Revolution

Growth of coal and iron industries

Expansion of railroads and canals

Rise of urban centers like Manchester and Birmingham

Changes in social classes and labor laws

Modern England
Modern England has continued to develop politically, economically, and culturally. It
played a major role in two World Wars and became part of the United Kingdom.

20th Century Events
The 20th century saw England involved in global conflicts and the creation of the welfare
state. Technology and culture flourished with music, science, and sports gaining
worldwide attention.

England Today
Today, England is a diverse and vibrant country with a rich history that influences its
culture. It continues to be an important part of the United Kingdom and the international
community.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first king of England?
The first king of England was King Æthelstan, who ruled from 924 to 939 AD and is often
considered the first true king of a united England.

What was the Norman Conquest?
The Norman Conquest happened in 1066 when William the Conqueror from Normandy
invaded England and became king, changing English culture and language.

Why is the Magna Carta important?
The Magna Carta, signed in 1215, was important because it limited the king's power and
laid the foundation for modern laws and rights.

Who was Queen Elizabeth I?
Queen Elizabeth I was a famous queen who ruled England from 1558 to 1603 and helped
England become a powerful country with explorers and artists.

What was the Tudor period?
The Tudor period (1485-1603) was a time in England ruled by the Tudor family, including
kings and queens like Henry VIII and Elizabeth I.

What was the Great Fire of London?
The Great Fire of London happened in 1666 and destroyed much of the city, but it also
helped rebuild London with better buildings.

Who was King Henry VIII?
King Henry VIII was a king famous for having six wives and creating the Church of
England when he wanted to divorce his first wife.

What happened during the English Civil War?
The English Civil War (1642–1651) was a conflict between the king and Parliament, which
led to the temporary overthrow of the monarchy.

Why is Stonehenge important in English history?
Stonehenge is an ancient stone circle built thousands of years ago, showing early people’s
skills and is a famous historic site in England.

What was the Victorian era?
The Victorian era was the time when Queen Victoria ruled England from 1837 to 1901, a
period of growth, inventions, and the British Empire expanding.



Additional Resources
1. A Child's History of England by Charles Dickens
This classic book offers a simplified and engaging retelling of England’s history, perfect
for young readers. Dickens presents key events and famous figures in a narrative style
that makes history come alive. From the earliest kings to the Victorian era, children can
explore England’s past through stories and anecdotes.

2. Horrible Histories: Terrible Tudors by Terry Deary
Part of the popular Horrible Histories series, this book dives into the Tudor period with
humor and fascinating facts. Kids will learn about Henry VIII, his six wives, and life in
Tudor England through fun illustrations and quirky stories. It’s an entertaining way to
discover history’s gruesome and amusing side.

3. The Story of Britain: From the Romans to the Present by Michael Wood
This book introduces children to the broad sweep of British history, covering major events
and eras. It’s written in an accessible style with plenty of illustrations and maps. Children
will gain a clear understanding of how England evolved over the centuries.

4. Meet the Tudors by Ruth Brocklehurst
Focusing on the Tudor dynasty, this book presents the lives and times of famous figures
such as Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. It uses simple language and colorful pictures to engage
young readers. The book also includes fun facts and timelines to help kids absorb the
history.

5. England in the Middle Ages by Marcia Williams
Using comic-strip style illustrations, this book brings medieval England to life for children.
It covers castles, knights, and everyday life in an exciting and easy-to-understand way. The
visual format helps kids grasp historical concepts while enjoying the story.

6. The Anglo-Saxons: A History for Kids by Jennifer Costello
This book explores the Anglo-Saxon period in England’s history, highlighting key events
and culture. It’s tailored for young readers with clear explanations and engaging stories
about kings, warriors, and daily life. The book also includes interesting activities and
illustrations.

7. Viking Invaders: The History of Viking England by David West
Children will learn about the Viking invasions and their impact on England in this
captivating book. It explains who the Vikings were and how they lived, as well as their
battles and settlements in England. The narrative is lively and supported by vivid pictures.

8. London: A History for Kids by Sarah Courtauld
This book traces the history of England’s capital city from Roman times to the modern day.
Kids will discover famous landmarks, historic events, and everyday life in London
throughout the ages. The book includes maps, photos, and engaging stories to make
history tangible.

9. Queen Elizabeth II: A Young People’s History by Jane Bingham
This biography introduces children to the life and reign of Queen Elizabeth II, one of
England’s longest-serving monarchs. It highlights important moments in her life and her
role in modern British history. The book uses simple text and vibrant images to inspire



young readers.
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