history of flat earth theory

history of flat earth theory traces the evolution of one of the most enduring and controversial
ideas about the shape of our planet. From ancient civilizations to modern-day discussions, the flat
earth theory has fascinated and perplexed thinkers across history. This article explores the origins,
development, and persistence of the flat earth concept, examining key historical periods and
influential figures. It also delves into the reasons behind the theory's decline in mainstream science
and its recent resurgence in popular culture. By understanding the history of flat earth theory,
readers can gain insight into how scientific knowledge evolves and how alternative worldviews
persist. The following sections will detail early beliefs, classical and medieval perspectives, the
impact of the scientific revolution, and contemporary flat earth movements.

e Ancient Origins of Flat Earth Beliefs

e Classical Antiquity and the Shift to a Spherical Earth

e Medieval Interpretations and the Flat Earth Myth

e Scientific Revolution and the Decline of Flat Earth Theory

e Modern Flat Earth Movements and Cultural Impact

Ancient Origins of Flat Earth Beliefs

The history of flat earth theory begins in ancient times when early human civilizations sought to
explain the nature of the Earth and the cosmos. Many ancient cultures conceptualized the world as a
flat plane or disk, often surrounded by water or encased in a dome-like structure known as the
firmament. These models were primarily based on direct observation of the horizon and the sky,
coupled with mythological and religious interpretations.

Mesopotamian and Egyptian Cosmologies

In Mesopotamian traditions, the Earth was often depicted as a flat disk floating in primordial waters.
Similarly, ancient Egyptian cosmology described the world as a flat expanse with the sky goddess
Nut arching overhead. These civilizations combined empirical observations with mythology to frame
their understanding of the universe.

Early Greek Views on Earth's Shape

Before the widespread acceptance of a spherical Earth, early Greek philosophers such as Homer and
Hesiod referred to the world as a flat disk surrounded by the river Oceanus. These ideas were
prevalent during the early Archaic period and reflected the limited scientific knowledge of the time.



Classical Antiquity and the Shift to a Spherical Earth

The transition from flat earth beliefs to the recognition of a spherical Earth marked a significant
turning point in the history of flat earth theory. Ancient Greek philosophers and astronomers
introduced empirical reasoning and observations that challenged earlier flat earth models.

Pythagoras and the Idea of a Spherical Earth

Pythagoras, in the 6th century BCE, is often credited with proposing a spherical Earth based on
philosophical reasoning about the perfection of spheres. Although concrete evidence from his era is
limited, this idea laid the groundwork for later scientific inquiry.

Aristotle's Observations and Arguments

Aristotle provided some of the earliest empirical arguments for a spherical Earth around 350 BCE.
He cited observations such as the curved shadow of the Earth on the Moon during lunar eclipses and
differences in star visibility at various latitudes. These observations contributed to the gradual
acceptance of Earth's roundness.

Eratosthenes and the Measurement of Earth's Circumference

In the 3rd century BCE, Eratosthenes made a pioneering calculation of Earth's circumference using
the angles of shadows cast in different locations. This measurement provided strong evidence
supporting the spherical Earth model and demonstrated the application of scientific methods.

Medieval Interpretations and the Flat Earth Myth

The history of flat earth theory during the medieval period is often misunderstood due to modern
misconceptions. Contrary to popular belief, most educated people in medieval Europe accepted the
Earth's sphericity based on classical scholarship.

Medieval Scholasticism and Earth’s Shape

Medieval scholars, influenced by Aristotle and Ptolemy, generally endorsed a spherical Earth.
Universities and religious institutions preserved and taught these classical ideas, integrating them
with theological frameworks. The notion of a flat Earth was largely absent from serious academic
discourse.

The Persistence of Flat Earth in Folklore and Popular Belief

Despite scholarly consensus, flat earth ideas persisted in folklore, popular myths, and some religious
interpretations. These views were often symbolic or allegorical rather than scientific, reflecting
cultural traditions rather than empirical evidence.



The Flat Earth Myth in Modern Historiography

The widespread myth that medieval Europeans believed in a flat Earth arose in the 19th century,
popularized by writers who sought to portray the Middle Ages as an intellectually stagnant period.
This misconception has been debunked by contemporary historians specializing in medieval science.

Scientific Revolution and the Decline of Flat Earth
Theory

The history of flat earth theory during the Scientific Revolution showcases the triumph of empirical
science and exploration over outdated models. Advances in astronomy, navigation, and physics
solidified the understanding of a spherical Earth.

Copernican Heliocentrism and Earth’s Shape

Nicolaus Copernicus’s heliocentric model in the 16th century established the Earth as a planet
orbiting the Sun, inherently spherical in nature. This paradigm shift further marginalized flat earth
theories by embedding Earth within a solar system governed by natural laws.

Navigational Evidence and Global Exploration

Explorers during the Age of Discovery provided practical proof of Earth's roundness through
circumnavigation and voyages across the globe. The ability to sail continuously in one direction and
return to the starting point was incompatible with a flat Earth model.

Newtonian Physics and Gravitational Theory

Isaac Newton's law of universal gravitation explained the spherical shape of planets, including
Earth, as a consequence of gravitational forces pulling matter into a near-spherical form. This
scientific explanation rendered flat earth theories obsolete in mainstream science.

Modern Flat Earth Movements and Cultural Impact

Despite overwhelming scientific evidence, the history of flat earth theory continues into the modern
era with renewed interest and movements advocating for a flat Earth. These groups blend
skepticism of scientific institutions with alternative interpretations of evidence.

20th Century Revival of Flat Earth Ideas

The flat earth theory experienced a resurgence in the mid-20th century, partially fueled by distrust
in governmental and scientific authorities. Organizations promoting flat earth concepts emerged,
disseminating literature that challenged established science.



Impact of the Internet and Social Media

The advent of the internet and social media platforms has facilitated the spread of flat earth ideas to
a global audience. Online communities share theories, videos, and arguments that question the
spherical Earth, often invoking conspiracy theories to explain mainstream scientific consensus.

Characteristics of Contemporary Flat Earth Belief

Modern flat earth adherents often cite perceived inconsistencies in space exploration, photographic
evidence, and physical observations. These beliefs are reinforced by social identity and community
belonging within flat earth groups.

e Skepticism toward scientific authorities
« Interpretation of visual and experiential evidence
¢ Use of conspiracy theories to explain contradictory evidence

¢ Online dissemination and community building

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the flat earth theory?

The flat earth theory dates back to ancient civilizations, where many early cultures believed the
Earth was flat based on their observations of the horizon and the ground beneath them.

How did ancient civilizations view the shape of the Earth?

Many ancient civilizations, including early Mesopotamians and Egyptians, envisioned the Earth as a
flat disk or plane, often surrounded by water or sky.

When did the idea of a spherical Earth become widely
accepted?

The concept of a spherical Earth was proposed by ancient Greek philosophers like Pythagoras and
Aristotle around the 5th to 4th centuries BCE and became widely accepted during the Hellenistic
period.

Did any ancient cultures explicitly reject the spherical Earth
theory?

While many ancient cultures accepted a flat Earth model, the spherical Earth concept was



predominant among Greek scholars, and there is limited evidence of explicit rejection, though some
cultural or religious beliefs favored flat Earth interpretations.

How did the flat earth theory influence medieval thought?

Contrary to popular belief, most medieval scholars in Europe accepted a spherical Earth, and the flat
earth theory was largely outdated by then; however, some folklore and popular myths about flat
Earth persisted.

What role did the Age of Exploration play in disproving the flat
earth theory?

The Age of Exploration, especially voyages like those of Christopher Columbus and Ferdinand
Magellan, provided practical evidence of Earth's roundness through circumnavigation and global
navigation.

When and why did the flat earth theory experience a modern
resurgence?

The modern flat earth movement began in the 19th century, notably with Samuel Rowbotham's 1865
publication 'Zetetic Astronomy,' and has resurged in recent decades due to internet communities
and conspiracy theories.

What scientific evidence contradicts the flat earth theory?

Scientific evidence such as satellite imagery, gravity measurements, horizon curvature, and
astronomical observations all consistently support a spherical Earth and contradict flat earth claims.

How have modern flat earth proponents influenced public
discourse?

Modern flat earth proponents have used social media and online platforms to spread their views,
influencing public discourse and sparking debates about science, education, and misinformation.

What is the historical significance of the flat earth theory in
understanding science and belief?

The flat earth theory highlights the evolution of scientific understanding and the tension between
empirical evidence and belief systems, illustrating how cultural, religious, and social factors shape
perceptions of the natural world.

Additional Resources

1. Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea
This book explores the origins and evolution of the flat earth theory from ancient civilizations to
modern times. It delves into how the idea was widely accepted in various cultures before the



spherical earth model became dominant. The author examines key figures and texts that influenced
flat earth beliefs and their eventual decline in scientific credibility.

2. The Flat Earth Movement: A Historical Overview

Offering a comprehensive survey of the flat earth movement, this book traces its resurgence in the

19th and 20th centuries. It investigates the social and psychological factors behind the movement’s
persistence despite overwhelming scientific evidence. The narrative includes profiles of prominent

flat earth proponents and their impact on popular culture.

3. From Cosmos to Conspiracy: The Flat Earth Theory Through the Ages

This volume presents a chronological account of flat earth ideas, linking them to broader
cosmological and religious beliefs throughout history. It highlights how flat earth concepts were
integrated into various worldviews and how they transformed into conspiracy theories in recent
decades. The book also discusses the role of the internet in spreading flat earth ideology.

4. Mapping the Edges: Early Cartography and the Flat Earth Belief

Focusing on the history of mapmaking, this book investigates how early cartographers represented
the world’s shape. It analyzes maps and documents that reflect flat earth perspectives and contrasts
them with emerging spherical models. The work sheds light on the interplay between scientific
discovery and artistic representation in history.

5. Flat Earth Myths: Debunking Historical Misconceptions

This critical study challenges common myths about flat earth beliefs in history, particularly the
misconception that educated people in the Middle Ages widely thought the earth was flat. The
author provides evidence from medieval texts and scholars to clarify the historical reality. The book
aims to correct popular misunderstandings and promote accurate historical knowledge.

6. Ancient Cosmologies: Flat Earth in Myth and Legend

Exploring ancient myths and religious texts, this book reveals how flat earth concepts were
embedded in early human understanding of the cosmos. It covers various cultures, including
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Norse traditions, showing how flat earth imagery shaped their
worldviews. The author discusses the symbolic significance of these beliefs beyond their physical
interpretations.

7. The Revival of Flat Earth: 19th Century Pseudoscience and Its Proponents

This book documents the 19th-century revival of flat earth theory, focusing on key figures like
Samuel Rowbotham who advocated for a flat earth through pseudoscientific methods. It examines
the social context that allowed such ideas to gain traction and the challenges posed to mainstream
science. The narrative highlights how this period laid the foundation for contemporary flat earth
movements.

8. Flat Earth and the Scientific Revolution

Investigating the clash between flat earth beliefs and emerging scientific discoveries during the
Renaissance and Enlightenment, this book provides insight into the intellectual shifts that led to the
acceptance of a spherical earth. It profiles scientists such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton, and
their influence on public perception. The book illustrates the broader struggle between tradition and
innovation in scientific thought.

9. Conspiracy and Cosmos: Modern Flat Earth Theory in the Digital Age
This contemporary study examines how flat earth theory has evolved into a complex conspiracy
movement in the 21st century. It explores the role of social media, online communities, and



misinformation in spreading flat earth ideas globally. The book also considers the psychological and
cultural reasons behind the theory’s enduring appeal.
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history of flat earth theory: Flat Earth Christine Garwood, 2008-08-05 Contrary to popular
belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher Columbus did not discover
that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely accepted in educated circles
from as early as the fourth century b.c. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until the supposedly more rational
nineteenth century that the notion of a ?at earth really took hold. Even more bizarrely, it persists to
this day, despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the decidedly spherical Earth
from space. Based on a range of original sources, Garwood’s history of ?at-Earth beliefs---from the
Babylonians to the present day---raises issues central to the history and philosophy of science, its
relationship to religion and the making of human knowledge about the natural world. Flat Earth is
the ?rst de?nitive study of one of history’s most notorious and persistent ideas, and it evokes all the
intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual turmoil of the modern age. Ranging from ancient Greece,
through Victorian England, to modern-day America, this is a story that encompasses religion,
science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array of people and places. Where else could
eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy theorists appear alongside
Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary misconception?
Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history at its best.

history of flat earth theory: The flat earth theory. A tale as old as time , 2021-09-21 Essay
from the year 2021 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and Applied
Geography, grade: 1,5, University of Leipzig (Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Conspiracy Theories,
language: English, abstract: This essay tries to shed some light on the origins and the appeal of the
flat earth theory It shows, that the origins can be traced back at least until Ancient Greece. While a
spherical model of the earth might seem like an axiom to many, there is a growing community of
people who refuse to believe this seemingly basic fact of human life. Those, who do not consider the
evidence of a spherical earth to be credible, believe in the so-called flat earth theory. The assumed
shapes of the earth circulating within the community are as manifold as the believers themselves.
Some assume the earth to be a square, a triangle or even just an infinite plane in all directions.
While there is no clear consensus about the earths “true shape” among the members of this
community, the most popular assumed shape of the earth would be a disc shaped one. The edges of
the disc are often envisioned to be surrounded by a wall of ice or by a shape similar to a snow globe,
which to them explains why nothing and no one has ever fallen from the edge of the earth. In
addition to the basic flat shape of the earth, some followers of this theory also believe in a plethora
of other conspiracy myths. According to one of said narratives, the Nazis were assisted by aliens
when fleeing to Antarctica after the Second World War in order to avoid trial. At a first glance there
is no logical relation between a non-spherical earth and a geocentric model of the universe However,
to rationalize the existence of night and day most believers of the flat earth theory also assume the
sun moving around the earths North Pole, creating a spotlight that illuminates different regions of
the earth at different times . In addition to the sun's altered course around the earth, the US model
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of a flat earth also suggests that the stars are located in a dome above the sun and moon, which they
believe are at a distance of 5500 km from the earth. The general description modern believers of the
flat earth theory use is very similar to the many theories present throughout history, which makes
investigating the historical roots of the modern day conspiracy even more important.

history of flat earth theory: The Flat Earth Trilogy Book of Secrets I Gregory Lessing Garrett,
2018-12-20 This book is an Anthology of Gregory Lessing Garrett's writings and others on the topic
of Flat Earth Plane Cosmology of all types, including Enclosed Earth, Hollow Earth, Concave Earth,
Infinite Plane Earth, The Enochian Earth Model, etc... The hope is that the ideas expounded in this
Flat Earth Trilogy series will provide compelling justifications for the claim that no curvature can be
found on the Earth, which points to the empirical conclusion that we live on a plane and not a
spinning ball in science fiction outer space. The details regarding the possible topography of the
Earth are discussed in depth in this book, but ultimately, the absolute true topography of the Earth
is not known by anyone. -Gregory Lessing Garrett

history of flat earth theory: Totally Awesome Stories! Pasquale De Marco, Embark on a
captivating journey into the realm of the unexplained with Totally Awesome Stories!. This book
delves into the depths of urban legends, those mysterious tales that have captivated imaginations for
generations. Prepare to encounter the extraordinary as we explore haunted houses where restless
spirits roam, uncover secrets hidden within ancient artifacts, and encounter creatures that lurk in
the shadows. Within these pages, you'll find a treasure trove of tales that defy rational explanation.
From the chilling encounters with the supernatural to the bizarre occurrences that push the
boundaries of reality, these stories will leave you questioning the nature of truth and the limits of
human understanding. Immerse yourself in a world where the ordinary gives way to the
extraordinary. Meet unforgettable characters, from the haunted hitchhiker seeking a ride to the
mysterious creature lurking in the depths of the forest. Discover haunted objects with a sinister past
and uncover conspiracies that span the globe. Each tale offers a glimpse into the hidden corners of
our world, challenging our beliefs and pushing the limits of our perception. Totally Awesome Stories!
is more than just a collection of urban legends; it's a journey into the depths of human experience.
These stories have been passed down through generations, evolving and adapting to reflect our
deepest fears and fascinations. They serve as a mirror to our society, reminding us that there is
more to the world than meets the eye and that the boundaries between the natural and the
supernatural are fluid and ever-shifting. As you turn the pages of this book, you'll be transported to
other realms, challenged to question your beliefs, and left with a lingering sense of wonder. Totally
Awesome Stories! is an invitation to embrace the inexplicable, to lose yourself in the realm of the
unknown, and to discover the thrill of the unexplained. Unleash your curiosity and prepare to be
captivated by the extraordinary. Delve into the world of urban legends and discover the hidden
truths that lie just beyond the veil of reality. Totally Awesome Stories! awaits those who dare to
venture beyond the boundaries of the known and embrace the thrill of the unexplained. If you like
this book, write a review!

history of flat earth theory: History Education and Historical Inquiry Bob Bain, Arthur
Chapman, Alison Kitson, Tamara Shreiner, 2024-04-01 Inquiry plays a vital role in history as a
discipline which constructs knowledge about the past and it is a vital organizing principle in history
education in many countries around the world. Inquiry is also much debated, however, and although
it has prominent contemporary advocates around the world, it also has prominent critics in
education studies. This volume in the International Review of History Education explores the role of
historical inquiry in history curricula and in history classrooms and addresses a series of linked
questions, including the following: « What does historical inquiry mean in history classrooms? ¢
What forms does classroom based historical inquiry take, and to what extent is it understood in
differing ways in different contexts? « What do we know about the affordances and constraints
associated with inquiry-based learning in history -what is the evidence of the effectiveness or
ineffectiveness of inquiry based historical learning? We address these questions in the volume by
presenting seventeen papers from eight different international contexts exploring historical inquiry



that will be of interest both to history teachers, curriculum designers and history education
researchers - seven papers from England, three from the US, two from Sweden and one each from
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, and Singapore. The volume adds to our knowledge about
teachers’ thinking about inquiry and teachers’ inquiry practices. It adds to our knowledge about the
impact and value of inquiry in developing children’s’ historical learning. It also explores the
challenges that implementing inquiry can present for history teachers and provides support for
implementation and examples of successful practice. ENDORSEMENT: A wonderful overview of the
global story of historical inquiry. Canvassing everything from finding opportunities to teach history
through all levels of education, through to the complexities of navigating different views on the past
inside and outside of the classroom, History Education and Historical Inquiry provides a practical
and empowering approach for educators around the world. Recommended reading for anyone who
wants to feel the support of educators from around the world in strengthening the place of inquiry in
complex times. — Marnie Hughes - Warrington, University of South Australia

history of flat earth theory: Encyclopaedia of the History of Science, Technology, and
Medicine in Non-Westen Cultures Helaine Selin, 2013-11-11 The Encyclopaedia fills a gap in
both the history of science and in cultural stud ies. Reference works on other cultures tend either to
omit science completely or pay little attention to it, and those on the history of science almost always
start with the Greeks, with perhaps a mention of the Islamic world as a trans lator of Greek scientific
works. The purpose of the Encyclopaedia is to bring together knowledge of many disparate fields in
one place and to legitimize the study of other cultures' science. Our aim is not to claim the
superiority of other cultures, but to engage in a mutual exchange of ideas. The Western aca demic
divisions of science, technology, and medicine have been united in the Encyclopaedia because in
ancient cultures these disciplines were connected. This work contributes to redressing the balance
in the number of reference works devoted to the study of Western science, and encourages
awareness of cultural diversity. The Encyclopaedia is the first compilation of this sort, and it is
testimony both to the earlier Eurocentric view of academia as well as to the widened vision of today.
There is nothing that crosses disciplinary and geographic boundaries, dealing with both scientific
and philosophical issues, to the extent that this work does. xi PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Many years ago I taught African history at a secondary school in Central Africa.

history of flat earth theory: History of Geology Horace Bolinghroke Woodward, 1911

history of flat earth theory: Trillion Years Universe Theory Ed Lukowich, 2015-02-26 2nd book
in the 5 book Trillion Theory series by Canadian cosmology writer Ed Lukowich. Are you looking to
read a new universe theory? Trillion Years Universe Theory brings a powerful new voice to
cosmology universe theory. The new controversial concepts in this book challenge old Big Bang
Theory. Whereas, Trillion Theory provides an incredible exploration into the origin and age of our
universe. Discover how powerful black holes have played a vital integral role. Read about how our
universe began small and grew over a trillion year history to its present enormous size with billions
of galaxies, quintillions of stars, and billions of solar systems. Author Ed Lukowich reveals: The stars
in our present sky are merely the current rendition. Just one story in the amazing trillion year
history of our universe. About the Author: Ed Lukowich is also the author of the futuristic novel
entitled "The Trillionist.' Ed a former world curling champion and Olympian turned sci-fi and
cosmology writer. See website www.trillionist.com for both books and e-books.

history of flat earth theory: Division by Zero Calculus—History and Development
Saburou Saitoh, 2021-11-29 This is based on the record of how I have been discovering and
pioneering a new world by breaking the first of the Ten Commandments of Mathematics, which has
been 2300 years since Aristotle and must not be divided by zero. I am involved in the basic issues of
humankind involved in mathematical physics, philosophy, and worldview. What is eternity and what
is infinity? What is the significance of human existence?

history of flat earth theory: The End of the World and the Last God Pierre-Henri
d’Argenson, 2021-11-02 After years of relative indifference, space exploration has caught the
public’s imagination once again. But this enthusiasm may well hide a disturbing question: what if



humankind is in fact bored with life on Earth? Indeed, we have discovered every piece of land, tried
all sorts of political regimes, exhausted all the forms of the arts and committed ourselves to all kinds
of religious beliefs. Yet if we admit that the thirst for exploration and novelty is at the heart of our
human nature, can we survive the end of our world? Will we hold out long in this cloistered and
domesticated Earth that has become so devoid of all mystery and adventure? And if we can’t
conquer space, will we be tempted to destroy our world and start anew, as after the Great Flood? Or
will we die of boredom when the Earth will have become the biggest open-air zoo in the universe?
Knowing the world has nothing more to offer us is not a mere piece of information; it is a shattering
reality to which our bodies and minds will react wildly and the biggest existential challenge
humankind will have to face in the near future, says Pierre-Henri d’Argenson in The End of the
World and the Last God.

history of flat earth theory: Worlds of Their Own Robert J. Schadewald, 2008-02-15 History is
written by the winners; including the histories of science and scholarship. Unorthodoxies that
flourish at the grassroots are often beneath the contempt of historians. Zetetic astronomy (flat-Earth
science) was a household term in Victorian England, but not a single reference to it is found in
conventional histories. We ignore such histories at our peril; the modern intelligent design
movement is almost a carbon copy of the 19th century flat-Earth movement in its argumentative
techniques. When orthodox science finds itself stumped, or a certain segment finds it unpalatable,
the unorthodox may rush in to fill the void. The past two decades have brought a surge of interest in
the history and philosophy of science. But how do we discern between pseudo and actual science? To
fully understand what science is, we must understand what science is not. Written with penetrating
insight into the minds of alternative thinkers, this book throws light on the differences between
pseudo and actual science. The droll humor that permeates Worlds of Their Own makes it as
enjoyable a read as it is enlightening. Despite its focus on unorthodox ideas, Worlds of Their Own is
about human nature. Whether they drew their ideas from the Bible or nature, all the
pseudoscientists discussed in this book were driven to communicate their truth to the misinformed
world. None was afflicted with self-doubt. All defended their truth with similar standards of
evidence, modes of reasoning, and methods of scholarship. Their counterparts are legion the
blue-collar philosopher who refutes Einstein from his barstool, the preacher who refutes (but cannot
define) evolution from his pulpit, the narcissist who promotes quackery courtesy of modern talk
shows and infomercials. Each topic discussed in Worlds of Their Own covers a once-popular concept
that persists to this day. Numerous works examine or debunk pseudoscientific ideas. Worlds of Their
Own is unique in letting unorthodox thinkers speak for themselves. Readers will want to buy the
book to learn how such people argued their cases against conventional views. Worlds of Their Own
is a timeless book offering humor, substance, and analysis for a mainstream audience. Moreover, it
is a unique source book on unorthodox ideas that nearly everyone has heard about but few fully
understand. And the source material is rare. For example, the National Union Catalog lists only four
U.S. libraries the Library of Congress, New York Public, Yale, and Duke that hold Carpenters One
Hundred Proofs That the Earth Is Not a Globe (1885). Bobs own extensive collection of flat-Earth
literature as well as his collection of literature advocating various other unorthodoxies was donated
to the University of Wisconsin after his death. It is housed there as the Robert Schadewald
Collection on Pseudo-Science. This collection consists of 885 books and pamphlets (many from the
19th century) as well as 70 boxes of personal files and collected news clippings. Praise for Bob
Schadewald: Perhaps the most important thing that Bob taught me has to do with the striking
insights one can gain by first studying the history of one particular kind of crackpot science for
example, the flat-Earth movement in past centuries and then realizing how reliable that knowledge
can be for gaining insight into a seemingly unrelated pseudoscience of more contemporary times for
example, the creation science movement that flourished in lowa and across the country in recent
decades, and is now returning as intelligent design today. Nobody, but nobody could make the case
for this more convincingly than Bob Schadewald, and Lois has included some of Bobs best material
doing so between the covers of Worlds of Their Own. John W. Patterson.emeritus Materials Science



& Engineering, lowa State University Bob Schadewald was an insightful thinker w

history of flat earth theory: The Everything Theory Dianne Gray, 2010-07-10 A thriller
based on ancient mythology, archaeology, world religions and indigenous cultures. The protagonist
is Luke Canning, an amateur astronomer who discovers evidence that ancient civilisations have left
intelligent messages for future generations. With the return of the 10th planet, Luke is caught up in
deadly race to seek out the secrets of the ancients and carry them safely into the next age.

history of flat earth theory: Conspiracy Theories Jeffrey B. Webb, 2024-04-04 Provides a
comprehensive guide to the history and current shape of conspiracy theories in American life,
including the findings of research seeking to understand their origins, type, function, and
widespread appeal. This all-in-one resource provides an accessible overview of conspiracy theories
past and present in all their many forms. Taking an even-handed, scholarly approach, the book
outlines the longer history of conspiracy theories, starting with Ancient Greece and Rome and
continuing the story up to the present day, including analysis of 9/11, anti-vaccine, COVID, and
QAnon theories. It surveys an array of current books and articles to try to understand why people
believe in and act on outlandish and evidence-free conspiracy theories. Notably, this resource also
outlines the problems created by untrue conspiracy theories in terms of their negative impact on
public debate, trust in others, and efforts to nurture an informed and educated citizenry. Instead,
many conspiracy claims have become sources of misinformation, cynicism, and polarization. This
book will benefit anyone who seeks a pathway through our current epistemic crisis in which the lines
between fact and fiction-and between truth and falsehood-have become blurred.

history of flat earth theory: The Origin of Concepts Susan Carey, 2011 New in paperback--
A transformative book on the way we think about the nature of concepts and the relations between
language and thought.

history of flat earth theory: Origin of the Bible, Form #17.002 Brooky Stockton, 2020-02-06
Detailed theological study of the origins of the Holy Bible. Sovereignty Education and Defense
Ministry (SEDM) is expressly authorized to be republish this document on Google Book and Google
Play and elsewhere by the author at the following location on the author's website: DMCA/Copyright,
Section 10 https://nikeinsights.famguardian.org/footer/dmcacopyright/

history of flat earth theory: The World Flat-globe and International Geographical
History of the World Joseph Edmund Woodman, Robert Edwin Peary, 1919

history of flat earth theory: History in a Post-Truth World Marius Gudonis, Benjamin T.
Jones, 2020-10-06 History in a Post-Truth World: Theory and Praxis explores one of the most
significant paradigm shifts in public discourse. A post-truth environment that appeals primarily to
emotion, elevates personal belief, and devalues expert opinion has important implications far beyond
Brexit or the election of Donald Trump, and has a profound impact on how history is produced and
consumed. Post-truth history is not merely a synonym for lies. This book argues that indifference to
historicity by both the purveyor and the recipient, contempt for expert opinion that contradicts it,
and ideological motivation are its key characteristics. Taking a multidisciplinary approach, this work
explores some of the following questions: What exactly is post-truth history? Does it represent a new
phenomenon? Does the historian have a special role to play in preserving public memory from
‘alternative facts’? Do academics more generally have an obligation to combat fake news and fake
history both in universities and on social media? How has a ‘post-truth culture’ impacted
professional and popular historical discourse? Looking at theoretical dimensions and case studies
from around the world, this book explores the violent potential of post-truth history and calls on
readers to resist.

history of flat earth theory: Escaping the Rabbit Hole Mick West, 2023-06-20 Revised and
updated for the first time in 2023—Now includes strategies for debunking conspiracies regarding
the coronavirus pandemic, election fraud, QAnon, UFOs, and more. The Earth is flat, the World
Trade Center collapse was a controlled demolition, planes are spraying poison to control the
weather, and actors faked the Sandy Hook massacre. All these claims are bunk: falsehoods,
mistakes, and in some cases, outright lies. But many people passionately believe one or more of



these conspiracy theories. They consume countless books and videos, join like-minded online
communities, try to convert those around them, and even, on occasion, alienate their own friends
and family. Why is this, and how can you help people, especially those closest to you, break free from
the downward spiral of conspiracy thinking? In Escaping the Rabbit Hole, author Mick West shares
over a decade’s worth of knowledge and experience investigating and debunking false conspiracy
theories through his forum, MetaBunk.org, and sets forth a practical guide to helping friends and
loved ones recognize these theories for what they really are. Perhaps counter-intuitively, the most
successful approaches to helping individuals escape a rabbit hole aren’t comprised of simply
explaining why they are wrong; rather, West’s tried-and-tested approach emphasizes clear
communication based on mutual respect, honesty, openness, and patience. West puts his debunking
techniques and best practices to the test with the most popular false conspiracy theories today
(Chemtrails, The Coronavirus Pandemic, 9/11 Controlled Demolition, Election Fraud, False Flags,
Flat Earth, The Rising of QAnon, and UFOs)—providing road maps to help you to understand your
friend and help them escape the rabbit hole. These are accompanied by real-life case studies of
individuals who, with help, were able to break free from conspiracism. With sections on: the wide
spectrum of conspiracy theories avoiding the “shill” label psychological factors and other
complications (and concluding with) a look at the future of debunking Mick West has put forth a
conclusive, well-researched, practical reference on why people fall down the conspiracy theory
rabbit hole and how you can help them escape.

history of flat earth theory: Silly Conspiracy Theories Orin Brightfield, Al, 2025-03-29 Silly
Conspiracy Theories explores the captivating realm of absurd fringe beliefs, dissecting how these
theories become cultural touchstones despite their outlandish nature. The book examines the
origins, psychology, and societal impact of these ideas, presenting a unique perspective on
conspiracy thinking. For instance, the persistent myth of secret moon bases reveals our fascination
with the unknown, while claims of celebrity replacements reflect anxieties about authenticity in
popular culture. The book progresses from outlining a framework for analyzing conspiracy theories
to examining specific cases, such as theories surrounding faked deaths and subterranean
civilizations. It then delves into the psychological and sociological underpinnings, drawing from
cognitive science and media studies to understand how social anxieties and distrust in authority
contribute to these beliefs. Lastly, the role of popular culture in shaping and reflecting these
theories is analyzed. This approach provides valuable insights into misinformation and the
importance of critical thinking in today's world.
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