
historical massacres

historical massacres represent some of the darkest and most tragic events in
human history. These occurrences often involve the mass killing of civilians
or combatants, typically marked by extreme violence and brutality. Throughout
centuries, various massacres have shaped societies, altered political
landscapes, and left enduring scars on collective memory. This article
explores significant historical massacres, analyzing their causes, impacts,
and the contexts in which they occurred. By examining these tragic episodes,
a deeper understanding of human conflict, atrocity, and the importance of
remembrance emerges. The following sections will outline key massacres from
different eras and regions, providing detailed insights.

The Massacre at Nanjing

The Armenian Genocide

The My Lai Massacre

The St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

The Srebrenica Massacre

The Massacre at Nanjing

The Massacre at Nanjing, also known as the Nanjing Massacre or the Rape of
Nanking, occurred during the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937-1938. Japanese
forces captured the city of Nanjing, then the capital of China, and committed
widespread atrocities against civilians and surrendered soldiers. This
historical massacre is infamous for its scale and brutality, involving mass
executions, rampant sexual violence, and destruction.

Background and Context

The invasion of China by Japan escalated in the late 1930s, culminating in
the capture of Nanjing in December 1937. The Japanese military aimed to break
Chinese resistance but instead unleashed a campaign of terror against the
population. The chaotic nature of the battle and the breakdown of military
discipline contributed to the scale of the massacre.

Extent of the Atrocities

Estimates suggest that over 200,000 people were killed during the massacre,
with tens of thousands of women subjected to sexual violence. The atrocities
included mass executions, looting, arson, and other crimes against humanity.
The event remains a significant point of historical contention and
remembrance in East Asia.



The Armenian Genocide

The Armenian Genocide, occurring between 1915 and 1923, stands as one of the
most devastating historical massacres of the 20th century. The Ottoman Empire
systematically targeted its Armenian population, resulting in the deaths of
an estimated 1.5 million Armenians. This genocide is a critical case study in
ethnic cleansing and mass extermination.

Origins and Motivations

During World War I, the Ottoman government accused Armenians of collaborating
with enemy forces. This led to a policy of deportation and mass killing aimed
at eliminating the Armenian presence within the empire. The genocide was
characterized by forced marches, starvation, and mass shootings.

International Reactions and Legacy

The Armenian Genocide prompted global outrage, but political complexities
limited effective intervention at the time. Recognition of the genocide
remains a sensitive and politically charged issue even today. The massacre
profoundly affected Armenian identity and diaspora communities worldwide.

The My Lai Massacre

The My Lai Massacre is one of the most notorious war crimes committed during
the Vietnam War. In 1968, American soldiers killed hundreds of unarmed
Vietnamese civilians in the hamlet of My Lai. This historical massacre
shocked the world and significantly influenced public opinion about the war.

Details of the Incident

On March 16, 1968, a company of U.S. Army soldiers entered My Lai and
systematically killed men, women, children, and infants. The massacre
included mass shootings, sexual assault, and destruction of property. The
soldiers involved acted under the pretext of combating Viet Cong forces but
targeted innocent civilians instead.

Aftermath and Accountability

The massacre was initially covered up but later exposed by investigative
journalists and whistleblowers. The resulting scandal led to military trials,
though few soldiers were convicted. The My Lai Massacre remains a symbol of
the ethical challenges and horrors of modern warfare.

The St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

The St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, occurring in 1572, was a significant
event during the French Wars of Religion. It involved the targeted killing of
thousands of French Protestants (Huguenots) by Catholic mobs and royal



forces. This massacre exemplifies the deadly religious conflicts of early
modern Europe.

Political and Religious Tensions

The massacre followed the attempted assassination of a Huguenot leader and
was triggered by longstanding religious tensions between Catholics and
Protestants. The event began in Paris and spread to other cities, resulting
in widespread violence against the Huguenot population.

Impact on French Society

The massacre deepened religious divisions and prolonged the French Wars of
Religion. It also had diplomatic repercussions across Europe, influencing
Protestant and Catholic alliances. The event is remembered as a tragic
episode of intolerance and sectarian violence.

The Srebrenica Massacre

The Srebrenica Massacre, occurring in July 1995 during the Bosnian War, is
the most severe atrocity in Europe since World War II. Bosnian Serb forces
captured the UN-declared safe area of Srebrenica and killed more than 8,000
Bosniak Muslim men and boys. This massacre constitutes an act of genocide and
ethnic cleansing.

Context of the Bosnian War

The Bosnian War (1992-1995) involved complex ethnic conflicts following the
breakup of Yugoslavia. Srebrenica was a designated safe zone protected by UN
peacekeepers, but the lack of sufficient military support allowed Serb forces
to overrun the enclave.

Consequences and Justice

International courts later classified the massacre as genocide, leading to
war crimes prosecutions of key figures involved. The massacre highlighted the
failures of international peacekeeping and the urgent need for effective
responses to ethnic violence.

Key Factors Leading to the Massacre

Ethnic nationalism and territorial disputes

Breakdown of Yugoslav unity

Inadequate protection by international forces

Systematic targeting of Bosniak population



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the deadliest massacre in history?

The Nanking Massacre (1937-1938), during which Japanese troops killed an
estimated 200,000 to 300,000 Chinese civilians and prisoners of war, is
considered one of the deadliest massacres in history.

What were the causes of the My Lai Massacre during
the Vietnam War?

The My Lai Massacre occurred due to a combination of factors including
intense combat stress, poor leadership, and dehumanization of the enemy by
U.S. soldiers, leading to the killing of hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese
civilians in 1968.

How did the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre impact
French history?

The St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre in 1572, where thousands of Huguenots
(French Protestants) were killed by Catholic mobs, intensified the French
Wars of Religion and deepened the divide between Catholics and Protestants in
France.

What role did colonialism play in historical
massacres?

Colonialism often led to massacres as imperial powers suppressed indigenous
populations to establish control, exemplified by events like the Sand Creek
Massacre in 1864 and the Herero and Namaqua genocide in the early 20th
century.

How are historical massacres commemorated today?

Historical massacres are commemorated through memorials, museums, annual
remembrance events, and educational programs aimed at honoring victims,
promoting awareness, and preventing future atrocities.

Additional Resources
1. Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin
Timothy Snyder’s "Bloodlands" offers a harrowing account of the mass killings
that occurred in Eastern Europe during World War II. The book examines the
brutal policies of both Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, detailing the
suffering of millions caught between two totalitarian regimes. It provides a
comprehensive analysis of how ideology, war, and power led to unprecedented
atrocities.

2. massacres of Native America: A History of Genocide and Extermination
In this detailed exploration, the author chronicles the numerous massacres



that Indigenous peoples in North America endured from the colonial period
through the 19th century. The book sheds light on the systemic violence and
displacement faced by Native American tribes, emphasizing the impact on
cultural and demographic shifts. It combines historical records with survivor
testimonies to paint a vivid picture of this tragic history.

3. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II
Iris Chang’s seminal work reveals the brutal massacre and widespread
atrocities committed by Japanese troops in the Chinese city of Nanking in
1937. The book brings to light the scale of violence, including mass
executions and sexual assaults, often overlooked in mainstream historical
narratives. Chang’s research is both a memorial to the victims and a call for
acknowledgment and justice.

4. The Armenian Genocide: A Complete History
Raymond Kévorkian’s comprehensive history details the systematic
extermination of Armenians by the Ottoman Empire during World War I. The book
meticulously documents the events leading up to the genocide, the execution
of mass killings, and the international response. It is a critical resource
for understanding one of the 20th century’s first large-scale genocides.

5. My Lai Massacre and Its Aftermath
This book examines the infamous 1968 massacre during the Vietnam War, where
U.S. soldiers killed hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese civilians. It explores
the military and political context, the cover-up attempts, and the eventual
exposure that shocked the world. The author also discusses the lasting impact
on American military ethics and war accountability.

6. The Holocaust: A New History
Laurence Rees provides an accessible yet detailed narrative of the Holocaust,
focusing on the mechanics and human experiences of the genocide perpetrated
by Nazi Germany. The book combines survivor testimonies, archival evidence,
and new research to offer insights into the causes and consequences of the
mass murder of six million Jews. It also addresses broader questions of
complicity and resistance.

7. The Killing Fields: Cambodia’s Darkest Era
This work investigates the Khmer Rouge regime’s mass killings in Cambodia
from 1975 to 1979, when approximately two million people died from execution,
starvation, and forced labor. The author draws on survivor accounts and
historical data to analyze the political ideology and mechanisms behind the
atrocities. The book serves as a sobering reminder of the dangers of
extremist governance.

8. The St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre: A Historical Tragedy
This book recounts the 1572 massacre of thousands of Huguenots (French
Protestants) in Paris and across France, orchestrated during the French Wars
of Religion. It explores the religious tensions, political machinations, and
social upheaval that culminated in this brutal event. The narrative also
considers its long-term effects on French society and religious freedoms.

9. The Tulsa Race Massacre: An American Tragedy
This detailed account explores the 1921 massacre in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where a
prosperous Black community was destroyed by a white mob. The book uncovers
the causes, events, and aftermath of the racial violence that left hundreds
dead and thousands homeless. It highlights efforts to remember and seek
justice for the victims in a historically neglected chapter of American
history.
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  historical massacres: The Massacre in History Mark Levene, Penny Roberts, 1999 The role
of massacre in history has been given little focused attention either by historians or academics in
related fields. This is surprising as its prevalence and persistence surely demands that it should be a
subject of serious and systematic exploration. What exactly is a massacre? When - and why - does it
happen? Is there a cultural, as well as political framework within which it occurs? How do human
societies respond to it? What are its social and economic repercussions? Are massacres catalysts for
change or are they part of the continuity of the human saga? These are just some of the questions
the authors address in this important volume. Chronologically and geographically broad in scope,
The Massacre in History provides in-depth analysis of particular massacres and themes associated
with them from the 11th century to the present. Specific attention is paid to 15th century
Christian-Jewish relations in Spain, the St. Batholemew's Day massacre, England and Ireland in the
civil war era, the 19th century Caucasus, the rape of Nanking in 1937 and the Second World War
origins of the Serb-Croat conflict. The book explores the subject of massacre from a variety of
perspectives - its relationship to politics, culture, religion and society, its connection to ethnic
cleansing and genocide, and its role in gender terms and in relation to the extermination of animals.
The historians provide evidence to suggest that the massacre is often central to the course of human
development and societal change.
  historical massacres: A Cultural History of Genocide in the Middle Ages Melodie H.
Eichbauer, 2023-05-04 The period covered by this volume, roughly 800-1400, considers genocidal
massacres and actions within the context of the pre-modern state, a time when the term “genocide”
did not yet exist. In considering rhetoric, discrimination, and political and legal marginalization that
impacted the lives of particular peoples, the volume takes as its premise that genocidal practices
and massacres can occur when social dynamism and political change challenges the identity of a
community. The case studies analysed in the individual chapters implicitly or explicitly draw upon
the frameworks of comparative genocide scholars to explore genocidal massacres in the Middle Ages
as localized phenomenon, even if these isolated outbursts do not graph onto the modern definition of
genocide perfectly. Each contribution considers genocide as caused by settling national, religious,
and ethnic differences; genocide as designed to enforce or fulfil an ideology; and genocide as
designed to colonize. Collectively the essays move beyond the number of people killed to consider
the steps taken against a people to erase them from the social and cultural fabric of society. It is
hoped that this volume encourages us to think both about the legal structures of genocide but also
about how the term can be more inclusive and expansive.
  historical massacres: A Cultural History of Genocide in the Early Modern World Igor Pérez
Tostado, 2023-05-04 Historical studies of genocide in the 20th century trace the roots back to the
sociopolitical, economic, and cultural developments of the early modern period. From globalization
to urbanization, to imperialism, state formation and homogenization, from religious warfare to
enlightenment, to racism: many factors connected with genocide first emerged or vastly developed
between the 15th and 18th centuries. While the early modern period did not have a crime of
genocide, it possessed its own legal system which contemplated the rightful destruction of whole
peoples, and a political culture that sanctioned the use of mass violence. As a result, early modern
genocide has been denied or blurred as a regrettable side effect of the global circulation of ideas,
goods, and peoples, and the creation of new societies, cultures, and languages arising from it. This
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collection looks at the different genocides which unfolded around the globe, emphasizing its
gendered dimension and its disproportionate and enduring impact on indigenous populations.
Although European imperialism and homogenization play a central role, it aims more widely to cover
the principal agents, victims and rationale for genocide in the early modern world. As a whole, this
volume aims at fostering the debate on the early modern history of genocide, not as an insulated or
secondary subject, but as a central issue of the era with profound implications for our own.
  historical massacres: A Cultural History of Genocide in the Ancient World Tristan S. Taylor,
2023-05-04 The preamble to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide recognizes “that at all periods of history genocide has inflicted great losses
on humanity”. Studies of the phenomenon of genocide have, however, tended to concentrate on the
modern world. The original contributions in this volume turn the focus to the question of genocide
and mass violence in the ancient world, with a particular emphasis on the worlds of Greece, Rome
and the Near East. This volume presents a range of views on the challenges of applying the modern
concept of “genocide” to an ancient context. It also considers the causes, motivations, and
justifications of ancient mass violence, as well as contemporary responses to, and critiques of, such
violence, along with how mass violence was represented and remembered in ancient literature and
iconography. In addition, chapters analyse what drove the perpetrators of mass violence, and the
processes of victimization, as well as the consequences of mass violence and ravaging warfare,
including in particular mass enslavement and sexual violence.
  historical massacres: President by Massacre Barbara Alice Mann, 2019-08-27 President by
Massacre pulls back the curtain of expansionism, revealing how Andrew Jackson, William Henry
Harrison, and Zachary Taylor massacred Indians to open land to slavery and oligarchic fortunes.
President by Massacre examines the way in which presidential hopefuls through the first half of the
nineteenth century parlayed militarily mounted land grabs into Indian-hating political capital to
attain the highest office in the United States. The text zeroes in on three eras of U.S. expansionism
as it led to the massacre of Indians to open land to African slavery while luring lower European
classes into racism's promise to raise white above red and black. This book inquires deeply into the
existence of the affected Muskogee (Creek), Shawnee, Sauk, Meskwaki (Fox), and Seminole, before
and after invasion, showing what it meant to them to have been so displaced and to have lost a large
percentage of their members in the process. It additionally addresses land seizures from these and
the Tecumseh, Tenskwatawa, Black Hawk, and Osceola tribes. President by Massacre is written for
undergraduate and graduate readers who are interested in the Native Americans of the Eastern
Woodlands, U.S. slavery, and the settler politics of U.S. expansionism.
  historical massacres: massacres of the mountains a history of the indian wars of the far west
j.p. dunn , 1886
  historical massacres: Genocide, Mass Atrocity, and War Crimes in Modern History James
Larry Taulbee, 2017-02-06 Defining genocide as an international crime, this two-volume set provides
a comparative study of historical cases of genocide and mass atrocity—clearly identifying the factors
that produced the attitudes and behaviors that led to them—discusses the reasons for rules in war,
and examines how the five principles laid out in the Geneva Conventions and other international
agreements have functioned in modern warfare. Written by an expert on international politics and
law, Genocide, Mass Atrocity, and War Crimes in Modern History: Blood and Conscience is an
easy-to-understand resource that explains why genocides and other atrocities occur, why humanity
saw the need to create rules that apply during war, and how culture, rules about war, and the nature
of war intersect. The first volume addresses the history and development of the normative regime(s)
that define genocide and mass atrocity. Through a comparative study of historical cases that pay
particular attention to the factors involved in producing the attitudes and behaviors that led to the
incidents of mass slaughter and mistreatment, the author identifies the reasons that genocides and
mass atrocities in the 20th century were largely ignored until the early 1990s and why even starting
then, responses were inconsistent. The second book discusses why rules in war exist, which factors
may lead to the adoption of rules, what defines a war crime, and how the five fundamental principles



laid out in the Geneva Conventions and other international agreements have actually functioned in
modern warfare. It also poses—and answers—the interesting question of why we should obey rules
when our opponents do not. The final chapter examines what actions could serve to identify future
situations in which mass atrocities may occur and identifies the problems of timely humanitarian
intervention in international affairs.
  historical massacres: The Bear River Massacre and the Making of History Kass Fleisher,
2004-04-12 Explores how a pivotal event in U.S. history—the killing of nearly 300 Shoshoni men,
women, and children in 1863—has been contested, forgotten, and remembered.
  historical massacres: Inventing the English Massacre Alison Games, 2020-04-01 My Lai,
Wounded Knee, Sandy Hook: the place names evoke grief and horror, each the site of a massacre.
Massacres-the mass slaughter of people-might seem as old as time, but the word itself is not. It
worked its way into the English language in the late sixteenth century, and ultimately came to
signify a specific type of death, one characterized by cruelty, intimacy, and treachery. How that
happened is the story of yet another place, Amboyna, an island in the Indonesian archipelago where
English and Dutch merchants fought over the spice trade. There a conspiracy trial featuring English,
Japanese, and Indo-Portuguese plotters took place in 1623 and led to the beheading of more than a
dozen men in a public execution. Inventing the English Massacre shows how the English East India
Company transformed that conspiracy into a massacre through printed works, both books and
images, which ensured the story's tenacity over four centuries. By the eighteenth century, the story
emerged as a familiar and shared cultural touchstone and a term that needed no further explanation.
By the nineteenth century, the Amboyna Massacre became the linchpin of the British empire, an
event that historians argued well into the twentieth century had changed the course of history and
explained why the British had a stronghold in India. The broad familiarity with the incident and the
Amboyna Massacre's position as an early and formative violent event turned the episode into the
first English massacre. Drawing on archival documents in Dutch, French, and English, Alison Games
masterfully recovers the history, ramifications, and afterlives of this event, which shaped the
meaning of subsequent acts of violence and made intimacy, treachery, and cruelty indelibly
connected with massacres.
  historical massacres: Modern Genocide Paul R. Bartrop, 2018-10-18 An indispensable
resource for those interested in the scourge of mass murder and genocide in the 20th and 21st
centuries, this book analyzes modern and contemporary controversies and issues to help readers to
understand genocide in all its complexity. This vital reference work looks at current areas of debate
in genocide studies to provide insights into what a genocide is, why genocides occur, and what the
consequences are once a genocide is recognized as such. It also illuminates how and why rational
people can view the same set of circumstances as genocide or not, and how it might be possible in
the future to alleviate or even prevent genocide. Dozens of accomplished scholars provide perceptive
insights into the controversies and issues that dominate genocide discussions. The book is organized
into five parts. The first considers how genocide is defined, while the second covers the pre-1945
period as it includes such controversial topics as the American Indian Wars, Australian Aborigines,
Irish Potato Famine, Armenian Genocide, Ukrainian Starvation, and Holocaust. A Cold War section
examines genocidal violence in Cambodia, East Timor, and Guatemala and against the Kurds; a
post-Cold War period section covers Bosnia, Rwanda, Darfur, and the Rohingya in Myanmar. The
final part concerns such issues as genocide prevention, humanitarian intervention, and the role of
military personnel as perpetrators of genocide.
  historical massacres: The Armenian Genocide Alan Whitehorn, 2015-05-26 With its analytical
introductory essays, more than 140 individual entries, a historical timeline, and primary documents,
this book provides an essential reference volume on the Armenian Genocide. The Armenian
Genocide has often been considered a template for subsequent genocides and is one of the first
genocides of the 20th century. As such, it holds crucial historical significance, and it is critically
important that today's students understand this case study of inhumanity. This book provides a
much-needed, long-overdue reference volume on the Armenian Genocide. It begins with seven



introductory analytical essays that provide a broad overview of the Armenian Genocide and then
presents individual entries, a historical timeline, and a selection of documents. This essential
reference work covers all aspects of the Armenian Genocide, including the causes, phases, and
consequences. It explores political and historical perspectives as well as the cultural aspects. The
carefully selected collection of perspective essays will inspire critical thinking and provide readers
with insight into some of the most controversial and significant issues of the Armenian Genocide.
Similarly, the primary source documents are prefaced by thoughtful introductions that will provide
the necessary context to help students understand the significance of the material.
  historical massacres: New Directions in Genocide Research Adam Jones, 2012-03-12
Genocide studies is a relatively new field of comparative inquiry, but recent years have seen an
increasing range of themes and subject-matter being addressed that reflect a variety of features of
the field and transformations within it. This edited book brings together established scholars with
rising stars and seeks to capture the range of new approaches, theories, and case studies in the
field. The book is divided into three broad sections: Section I focuses on broad theories of
comparative genocide, covering a number of different perspectives. Section II critically reconsiders
core themes of genocide studies and unfolds a range of challenging new directions, including
cultural genocide, gender and genocide (as it pertains to both women and men), structural violence,
and the novel application of remote-sensing technologies to the detection and study of genocide.
Section III is case-study focused, seeking to place both canonical and little-known cases of genocide
in broader comparative perspective. Cases analyzed include genocide in North America, the Nazi
Holocaust, the Armenian genocide, and the Sri Lankan genocide. The combination of cutting-edge
scholarship and innovative approaches to familiar subjects makes this essential reading for all
students and scholars in the field of genocide studies.
  historical massacres: The Cambridge World History of Genocide: Volume 2, Genocide in the
Indigenous, Early Modern and Imperial Worlds, from c.1535 to World War One Ned Blackhawk, Ben
Kiernan, Benjamin Madley, Rebe Taylor, 2023-05-04 Volume II documents and analyses genocide
and extermination throughout the early modern and modern eras. It tracks their global expansion as
European and Asian imperialisms, and Euroamerican settler colonialism, spread across the globe
before the Great War, forging new frontiers and impacting Indigenous communities in Europe, Asia,
North America, Africa, and Australia. Twenty-five historians with expertise on specific regions
explore examples on five continents, providing comparisons of nine cases of conventional
imperialism with nineteen of settler colonialism, and offering a substantial basis for assessing the
various factors leading to genocide. This volume also considers cases where genocide did not occur,
permitting a global consideration of the role of imperialism and settler-Indigenous relations from the
sixteenth to the early twentieth centuries. It ends with six pre-1918 cases from Australia, China, the
Middle East, Africa, and Europe that can be seen as 'premonitions' of the major twentieth-century
genocides in Europe and Asia.
  historical massacres: Transactions of the Historical Society of Berks County Historical
Society of Berks County, 1910
  historical massacres: Uniting Knowledge Integrated Scientific Research For Global
Development Seven editora,
  historical massacres: A History of Genocide in Africa Timothy J. Stapleton, 2017-04-17 Based
on a series of detailed case studies, this book presents the history of genocide in Africa within the
specific context of African history, examining conflicts in countries such as Burundi, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Namibia, Rwanda, and Sudan. Why has Africa been the subject of so many
accusations related to genocide? Indeed, the number of such allegations related to Africa has
increased dramatically over the past 15 years. Popular racist mythology might suggest that Africans
belong to tribes that are inherently antagonistic towards each other and therefore engage in tribal
warfare which cannot be rationally explained. This concept is wrong, as Timothy J. Stapleton
explains in A History of Genocide in Africa: the many conflicts that have plagued post-colonial Africa
have had very logical explanations, and very few of these instances of African warring can be said to



have resulted in genocide. Authored by an expert historian of Africa, this book examines the history
of six African countries—Namibia, Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, and
Nigeria—in which the language of genocide has been mobilized to describe episodes of tragic mass
violence. It seeks to place genocide within the context of African history, acknowledging the few
instances where the international legal term genocide has been applied appropriately to episodes of
mass violence in African history and identifying the many other cases where it has not and instead
the term has been used in a cynical manipulation to gain some political advantage. Readers will
come to understand how, to a large extent, genocide accusations related to post-colonial Africa have
often served to prolong wars and cause greater loss of life. The book also clarifies how in areas of
Africa where genocides have actually occurred, there appears to have been a common history of the
imposition of racial ideologies and hierarchies during the colonial era—which when combined with
other factors such as the local geography, demography, religion, and/or economics, resulted in
tragic and appalling outcomes.
  historical massacres: Theatres of Violence Philip G. Dwyer, Lyndall Ryan, 2012 Papers from an
international interdisciplinary symposium held at Newcastle, Australia, September 2008.
  historical massacres: The History of the Armenian Genocide Vahakn N. Dadrian, 2003
Dadrian, a former professor at SUNY, Geneseo, currently directs a genocide study project supported
by the Guggenheim Foundation. The present study analyzes the devastating wartime destruction of
the Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire as the cataclysmic culmination of a historical
process involving the progressive Turkish decimation of the Armenians through intermittent and
incremental massacres. In addition to the excellent general bibliography there is an annotated
bibliography of selected books used in the study. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR
  historical massacres: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2011
  historical massacres: The Routledge History of Genocide Cathie Carmichael, Richard C.
Maguire, 2015-05-01 The Routledge History of Genocide takes an interdisciplinary yet historically
focused look at history from the Iron Age to the recent past to examine episodes of extreme violence
that could be interpreted as genocidal. Approaching the subject in a sensitive, inclusive and
respectful way, each chapter is a newly commissioned piece covering a range of opinions and
perspectives. The topics discussed are broad in variety and include: genocide and the end of the
Ottoman Empire Stalin and the Soviet Union Iron Age warfare genocide and religion Japanese
military brutality during the Second World War heritage and how we remember the past. The
volume is global in scope, something of increasing importance in the study of genocide. Presenting
genocide as an extremely diverse phenomenon, this book is a wide-ranging and in-depth view of the
field that will be valuable for all those interested in the historical context of genocide.
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