grade 7 literature examples

grade 7 literature examples are essential tools for educators aiming to
enhance students' understanding of literary elements and foster a love for
reading. These examples serve as practical illustrations of themes, character
development, plot structure, and various genres appropriate for middle school
learners. Incorporating diverse literary works in the curriculum helps
seventh graders engage with texts that challenge their critical thinking and
improve their comprehension skills. This article explores a wide range of
grade 7 literature examples, highlighting notable books, poetry, and short
stories that align with educational standards. Additionally, the importance
of including multicultural and contemporary literature is discussed to
provide a well-rounded literary experience. The article also delves into
typical genres studied at this level and offers guidance on selecting
appropriate texts. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
these topics to assist educators and students alike.

Popular Grade 7 Literature Examples

Genres Commonly Explored in Grade 7

Literary Elements Demonstrated in Grade 7 Texts

Multicultural and Contemporary Literature for Grade 7

e Tips for Selecting Grade 7 Literature Examples

Popular Grade 7 Literature Examples

Grade 7 literature examples often include a mix of classic and modern works
that resonate with young adolescents. These texts are chosen for their age-
appropriate content, engaging narratives, and rich thematic elements. Many
educators select novels and stories that promote discussion on identity,
morality, and social issues relevant to seventh graders. Below are some
widely recognized examples frequently incorporated into grade 7 reading
lists.

Classic Novels

Classic literature remains a cornerstone of grade 7 curriculum, offering
timeless stories and complex characters. These books expose students to
foundational literary themes and styles.

e “The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton — This coming-of-age novel explores



themes of social class, friendship, and identity.

e “Anne of Green Gables” by L.M. Montgomery — A tale of imagination and
resilience through the eyes of a spirited orphan.

e “The Giver” by Lois Lowry — A dystopian novel that challenges readers to
think about individuality and societal control.

e “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry” by Mildred D. Taylor — This book
highlights racial injustice and family strength during the Great
Depression.

Modern and Contemporary Works

Modern literature examples for grade 7 include stories that reflect current
social issues and diverse perspectives, encouraging empathy and critical
thinking.

“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio — A story about kindness and acceptance
centered on a boy with facial differences.

e “Holes” by Louis Sachar — A layered narrative involving mystery,
history, and friendship.

e “Refugee” by Alan Gratz — A novel that interweaves the stories of
children escaping conflict in different parts of the world.

e “Brown Girl Dreaming” by Jacqueline Woodson — A memoir in verse that
explores identity and family history.

Genres Commonly Explored in Grade 7

Understanding various literary genres is crucial for seventh graders as it
aids in categorizing and analyzing texts. Grade 7 literature examples span
multiple genres, each offering unique elements and styles that enhance
reading skills and appreciation.

Fiction

Fictional works are predominant in grade 7 reading and cover a broad spectrum
from realistic stories to fantasy and science fiction. These narratives
develop imagination and empathy.



Poetry

Poetry introduces students to rhythmic language, figurative speech, and
emotional expression. Grade 7 literature examples include both classic and
contemporary poems that encourage interpretation.

Drama

Drama or plays provide a dynamic form for students to understand character
dialogue and conflict. Short plays or excerpts are often used to complement
other literature.

Nonfiction

Nonfiction texts such as biographies, essays, and informational articles help
students learn about real-world topics and develop critical thinking skills
through factual content.

Short Stories

Short stories are ideal for classroom use due to their length and
concentrated themes. They offer opportunities to analyze plot, character, and
setting within manageable reading assignments.

Literary Elements Demonstrated in Grade 7 Texts

Grade 7 literature examples are carefully selected to illustrate key literary
elements that are fundamental to students’ literary analysis skills.
Recognizing these elements helps students understand and appreciate the craft
of writing.

Theme

The theme is the central message or underlying idea of a literary work. Grade
7 texts often explore universal themes such as friendship, courage, identity,
and justice.

Characterization

Character development is another focus, where students learn how authors
create complex characters through actions, dialogue, and internal thoughts.



Plot Structure

Understanding the plot, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution, is a key learning objective in grade 7 literature
study.

Setting

Setting provides the time and place of the story, which can influence the
mood and context. Grade 7 examples often include richly described settings
that enhance the narrative.

Figurative Language

Figures of speech such as similes, metaphors, and personification are
highlighted in grade 7 literature to deepen students’ interpretative skills.

Multicultural and Contemporary Literature for
Grade 7

Incorporating multicultural and contemporary literature into seventh grade
reading lists broadens students’ horizons and fosters cultural awareness.
These examples reflect diverse voices and experiences, enriching the
curriculum.

Importance of Diverse Perspectives

Diverse literature exposes students to different cultures, traditions, and
worldviews, promoting empathy and critical cultural understanding.

Examples of Multicultural Texts

e “Inside Out and Back Again” by Thanhha Lai — A poetic memoir about a
Vietnamese girl’s immigration experience.

e “Esperanza Rising” by Pam Mufioz Ryan — A story of a young girl’s journey
from wealth to migrant labor during the Great Depression.

e “The Crossover” by Kwame Alexander — A novel in verse addressing family
and sports through the lens of African American culture.



Contemporary Authors to Watch

Many contemporary authors write compelling stories for middle school readers
that reflect current issues such as mental health, environmental concerns,
and social justice.

Tips for Selecting Grade 7 Literature Examples

Choosing appropriate literature for seventh graders requires careful
consideration of several factors to ensure texts are engaging, educational,
and age-appropriate.

Consider Age Appropriateness

Texts should match the maturity level of grade 7 students in terms of
language, themes, and content complexity.

Align with Curriculum Standards

Selected literature should support state or national educational standards,
including reading comprehension, literary analysis, and vocabulary
development.

Encourage Variety

Incorporating a mix of genres, cultures, and perspectives keeps students
interested and exposes them to a broad literary spectrum.

Evaluate Reading Level

Reading difficulty should be challenging yet accessible to promote growth
without frustration.

Use Student Interests

Incorporating student preferences can enhance motivation and engagement in
reading activities.

1. Review sample texts and summaries before selection.

2. Consult with colleagues and literacy specialists.



3. Include both print and digital formats if possible.

4. Plan for discussion and critical thinking activities around the
literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common themes in grade 7 literature
examples?

Common themes in grade 7 literature include friendship, identity, coming of
age, courage, and overcoming challenges.

Can you provide examples of popular grade 7
literature books?

Popular grade 7 literature books include 'The Qutsiders' by S.E. Hinton,
"Anne of Green Gables' by L.M. Montgomery, and 'Holes' by Louis Sachar.

What types of literary devices are often studied in
grade 7 literature?

Grade 7 literature often explores literary devices such as metaphor, simile,
personification, foreshadowing, and symbolism.

How can grade 7 students analyze characters in
literature examples?

Students can analyze characters by examining their traits, motivations,
development throughout the story, and relationships with other characters.

What are some examples of short stories suitable for
grade 7 literature?

Short stories like 'The Necklace' by Guy de Maupassant, 'Thank You, Ma'am' by
Langston Hughes, and 'The Tell-Tale Heart' by Edgar Allan Poe are suitable
for grade 7.

Why is poetry included in grade 7 literature
examples?

Poetry is included to help students appreciate language, rhythm, and imagery,
and to develop skills in interpretation and critical thinking.



How do grade 7 literature examples help improve
reading comprehension?

They expose students to varied vocabulary, complex sentence structures, and
diverse genres, which enhance their ability to understand and analyze texts.

What role do historical novels play in grade 7
literature examples?

Historical novels provide context about different time periods, helping
students connect literature to history and understand cultural and social
issues.

Additional Resources

1. Wonder by R.J. Palacio

This novel follows the story of August Pullman, a boy with a facial
difference, as he navigates attending a mainstream school for the first time.
It's a touching exploration of kindness, acceptance, and resilience. The book
encourages readers to look beyond appearances and appreciate people for who
they truly are.

2. The Giver by Lois Lowry

Set in a dystopian society that has eliminated pain and strife by converting
to "Sameness," this novel centers on a boy named Jonas who is selected to
inherit the position of Receiver of Memory. As he discovers the dark secrets
behind his community’s facade, he must decide whether to accept the status
quo or challenge it. The book explores themes of individuality, freedom, and
the importance of memory.

3. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

This survival story follows Brian Robeson, a thirteen-year-old boy who is
stranded alone in the Canadian wilderness after a plane crash. With only a
hatchet to aid him, Brian must learn to survive through resourcefulness and
courage. The novel highlights themes of self-reliance, maturation, and the
power of nature.

4. Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery

This classic novel tells the story of Anne Shirley, an imaginative and
spirited orphan who is mistakenly sent to live with Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert on Prince Edward Island. Anne’s adventures and misadventures as she
grows up in Avonlea make for a heartwarming read about friendship, family,
and belonging. The book celebrates the power of imagination and the
importance of finding one’s place in the world.

5. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
Set in the 1960s, this novel explores the struggles between two rival groups,
the Greasers and the Socs, through the eyes of Ponyboy Curtis. It delves into



themes of class conflict, loyalty, and identity as Ponyboy tries to find his
place in a divided society. The story presents a raw and realistic portrayal
of teenage life and the challenges of growing up.

6. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

This historical fiction novel follows Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl
during World War II, as she helps her Jewish friend escape the Nazis. The
story highlights bravery, friendship, and the impact of war on ordinary
people. It provides a meaningful introduction to the Holocaust through the
perspective of a courageous child.

7. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt

This fantasy novel centers on Winnie Foster, a girl who discovers the Tuck
family’s secret of immortality. When faced with the choice of eternal life or
a natural lifespan, Winnie must decide what truly matters. The book explores
themes of life, death, and the importance of embracing change.

8. The Maze Runner by James Dashner

In this thrilling dystopian novel, Thomas wakes up in a mysterious maze with
no memory of his past. Along with other boys trapped inside, he must solve
the maze’s secrets to escape. The story is filled with suspense, friendship,
and the search for identity in a confusing and dangerous world.

9. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

This poignant novel tells the story of Jess Aarons and Leslie Burke, two
friends who create an imaginary kingdom called Terabithia to escape their
everyday struggles. Their friendship and imagination help them cope with loss
and personal challenges. The book beautifully addresses themes of friendship,
loss, and the power of creativity.
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Classrooms Adele Fiderer, 1995 Discusses various assessment tools applicable to grades K-6,
including self-evaluation, reading-response notebooks, and portfolio creation.

grade 7 literature examples: Revolving Literacy Lorraine M. Radice, 2025-03-11 Drawing on
author Lorraine M. Radice’s literacy teaching and leadership experience, this book provides
practical resources to design future-ready reading, writing, and research curriculum and instruction,
including unit planners, lesson plans, reflection prompts, discussion questions, and organizing
strategies. With the revolving literacy framework, secondary educators can boost student
engagement, increase relevance in learning, and better prepare students for future success. Grades
6-12 English teachers will: Implement a process that promotes growth of curriculum to meet future
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challenges Prioritize student engagement and relevance in curriculum design and lesson planning
Encourage student agency through options in what students choose to read and learn Cultivate
prized qualities, such as innovation, to enhance students’ future professional profiles Contents:
Introduction Chapter 1: Newfound Literacies in Future-Ready Skills Chapter 2: Tools for Designing
New Visions and New Priorities Chapter 3: How to Plan Lessons Using the Revolving Literacy
Lesson Structure Chapter 4: Teaching Writers in the Revolving Literacy Classroom Chapter 5:
Teaching Researchers in the Revolving Literacy Classroom Chapter 6: Teaching Readers in the
Revolving Literacy Classroom Conclusion References and Resources Index

grade 7 literature examples: Teaching Discipline-Specific Literacies in Grades 6-12
Vicky I. Zygouris-Coe, 2014-10-30 Comprehensive, timely, and relevant, this text offers an approach
to discipline-specific literacy instruction that is aligned with the Common Core State Standards and
the needs of teachers, students, and secondary schools across the nation. It is essential that teachers
know how to provide instruction that both develops content and literacy knowledge and skills, and
aims at reducing student achievement gaps. Building on the research-supported premise that
discipline-specific reading instruction is key to achieving these goals, this text provides practical
guidance and strategies for prospective and practicing content area teachers (and other educators)
on how to prepare all students to succeed in college and the workforce. Pedagogical features in each
chapter engage readers in digging deeper and in applying the ideas and strategies presented in their
own contexts: Classroom Life (real 6-12 classroom scenarios and interviews with content-area
teachers) Common Core State Standards Connections College, Career, and Workforce Connections
Applying Discipline-Specific Literacies Think Like an Expert (habits of thinking and learning specific
to each discipline) Digital Literacies Differentiating Instruction Reflect and Apply Questions
Extending Learning Activities The Companion Website includes: Lesson plan resources Annotated
links to video files Annotated links to additional resources and information Glossary/Flashcards For
Instructors: All images and figures used in the text provided in an easily downloadable format For
Instructors: PowerPoint lecture slides

grade 7 literature examples: Getting to the Core of English Language Arts, Grades 6-12 Vicky
Giouroukakis, Maureen Connolly, 2012-04-19 Design effective CCSS-aligned lessons for secondary
students If you want to revamp your secondary English Language Arts curriculum to reflect the
Common Core State Standards, this book is the perfect resource. The authors move the
implementation of the CCSS for ELA from the abstract to the concrete by providing adaptable,
exemplar lesson plans in each of the CCSS strands: reading, writing, speaking and listening, and
language. Each lesson template includes: Intended grade level band, timeline, and the type of
student writing involved Connections to supporting theory, including the Backward Design model
Variations to differentiate lessons for diverse student populations Ways to link the lesson to
technology and service learning Reproducible handouts

grade 7 literature examples: Your Literacy Standards Companion, Grades 6-8 Jim Burke,
2017-05-16 Standards-based learning just got a lot easier This new version of the Common Core
Companion provides a Smart Chart Index for all states implementing state-specific ELA standards.
This index allows you to see in an instant which of your standards are the same as CCSS, which
differ and how—and which page number to turn to for standards-based teaching ideas. Beyond that?
It’s the same great go-to guide for implementing the standards into daily practice across English
Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.
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grade 7 literature examples: The Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record of British
and Foreign Literature , 1892

grade 7 literature examples: Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
North Dakota. Dept. of Public Instruction, 1906

grade 7 literature examples: Public Documents of the State of North Dakota, Being the
Annual and Biennial Reports of Various Public Officers and Institutions to the Governor




and Legislative Assembly, for the Fiscal Period Ending ... North Dakota, 1907

grade 7 literature examples: Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
North Dakota. Department of Public Instruction, 1906

grade 7 literature examples: Research in Education , 1974

grade 7 literature examples: Resources in Education, 1998

grade 7 literature examples: Differentiated Reading Instruction in Grades 4 and 5
Sharon Walpole, Michael C. McKenna, Zoi A. Philippakos, 2011-06-23 This book has been replaced
by Differentiated Literacy Instruction in Grades 4 and 5, Second Edition, ISBN 978-1-4625-4081-5.

grade 7 literature examples: Science Fair Warm-up John Haysom, 2013 Answer the questions
and face science fairs without fear with help from the Science Fair Warm-Up series. The teachers
guide lets you make best use of the original investigations and problem-solving exercises provided
by each of the grade-appropriate student editions. The Science Fair Warm-Up series consists of
three books; each book builds on the ideas introduced in the previous book, and the problems in the
later books are progressively more challenging. The series' field-tested material will help your
students develop the inquiry skills to carry their projects through whether they're middle schoolers
preparing for their first science fair or high schoolers ready for very challenging investigations.

grade 7 literature examples: Proceedings ... Michigan Schoolmasters' Club, 1929

grade 7 literature examples: Journal Michigan Schoolmasters' Club, 1929

grade 7 literature examples: Journal of the Michigan Schoolmasters' Club Michigan
Schoolmasters' Club, 1929

grade 7 literature examples: When Spelling Matters Doreen Scott-Dunne, 2012 Shows
teachers how to nurture writers and build student confidence in their ability to writ and to spell well.
It argues that children learn to spell by investigating how words work and recognizing the unique
structure and patterns of words.--back cover.

grade 7 literature examples: Digest of the Soviet Ukrainian Press , 1974
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GRADE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of GRADE is a level of study in
an elementary, middle, or secondary school that is completed by a student during one year. How to
use grade in a sentence

GRADE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary GRADE definition: 1. a level of quality, size,
importance, etc.: 2. a number or letter that shows how good someone's. Learn more

Grade Calculator Use this calculator to find out the grade needed on the final exam in order to get
a desired grade in a course. It accepts letter grades, percentage grades, and other numerical inputs
Grade Calculator - Online Easy Grader for Grading (EZ GRADER) Use this simple EZ Grading
calculator to find quiz, test and assignment scores

GRADE Definition & Meaning | Grade definition: a degree or step in a scale, as of rank,
advancement, quality, value, or intensity.. See examples of GRADE used in a sentence

EZ Grader - Easy Grade Calculator Calculate grades in seconds with EZ (Easy) Grader. Get
instant results for percentages and letter grades. Fast and easy grade calculator for students and
teachers

Make grading easy by generating grades based on the number of possible questions. If a different
grading scale is needed, then adjust the grade scale to reflect different levels.

Grade - Wikipedia A designation for students, classes and curricula indicating the amount of years
a student has completed in an educational stage (e.qg. first grade, second grade, K-12, etc.)

grade noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes Definition of grade noun in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more

Grade - definition of grade by The Free Dictionary 1. a position or degree in a scale, as of
quality, rank, size, or progression: small-grade eggs; high-grade timber
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