
historical cartography
historical cartography is the study and creation of maps that represent
geographical knowledge from past eras. This discipline not only reveals how
different cultures and civilizations viewed the world but also illustrates
the evolution of mapping techniques and geographic understanding over time.
Historical cartography provides valuable insights into political boundaries,
exploration routes, territorial claims, and cultural perceptions that shaped
human history. By analyzing ancient maps, scholars can trace the development
of navigation, trade, and colonization. This article delves into the origins,
methodologies, key figures, and major developments in historical cartography.
It also explores the significance of these maps in modern research and their
role in preserving cultural heritage.
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Origins and Early Developments of Historical
Cartography
Historical cartography dates back to ancient civilizations that sought to
represent their surroundings and the known world visually. Early maps were
often rudimentary, combining mythological elements with geographic
observations. The Babylonians, Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans contributed
significantly to the first systematic attempts at mapmaking. These cultures
used various materials such as clay tablets, papyrus, and parchment to record
spatial information.

Ancient Maps and Their Characteristics
Ancient maps frequently emphasized symbolic representations rather than
accurate scale or orientation. For example, Babylonian maps depicted the
world as a flat disk surrounded by water, reflecting cosmological beliefs.
Greek cartographers introduced more scientific approaches, incorporating
latitude and longitude concepts, although precise measurements were still
limited.



Medieval Cartography and the Mappa Mundi
During the Middle Ages, European maps often focused on religious and
allegorical themes. The famous Mappa Mundi illustrated biblical history and
pilgrimage routes rather than geographical precision. These maps served
educational and spiritual purposes, blending geography with theology.

Key Developments Leading to the Renaissance
The Renaissance sparked a revival of geographic knowledge and cartographic
techniques. Explorers’ reports and advances in mathematics enabled more
accurate and detailed maps. This period marked a transition from symbolic
maps to scientific representations of the world.

Techniques and Tools Used in Historical
Mapmaking
The evolution of historical cartography is closely tied to the development of
tools and techniques for measurement, drawing, and reproduction. Early
cartographers relied on basic instruments and observational methods, which
gradually improved over centuries.

Measuring Instruments and Surveying Methods
Tools such as the astrolabe, compass, quadrant, and cross-staff allowed
ancient and medieval mapmakers to measure angles and directions with greater
accuracy. Land surveying techniques, including triangulation, helped produce
more precise regional maps.

Cartographic Materials and Drawing Techniques
Materials like vellum, parchment, and later paper provided durable surfaces
for map creation. Ink, pigments, and engraving techniques enabled detailed
illustrations and color coding. Printing technologies in the 15th century
facilitated the wider distribution of maps.

Projection Systems and Scale
Developing map projections was essential to represent the curved surface of
the Earth on flat media. Early projections had distortions, but innovations
like the Mercator projection improved navigation by preserving angles and
directions. Scale representation also advanced, allowing users to estimate
distances accurately.



Notable Cartographers and Their Contributions
Historical cartography has been shaped by influential figures whose work
reflects the state of geographic knowledge and artistic skill in their times.
Their maps remain valuable resources for understanding historical
perspectives.

Ptolemy and the Geographia
Claudius Ptolemy, a 2nd-century Greek geographer, compiled the Geographia, a
comprehensive treatise that included coordinates for over 8,000 locations.
His work laid the foundation for mapmaking in the Middle Ages and
Renaissance, introducing systematic use of latitude and longitude.

Martellus and the Revival of Classical Geography
Henricus Martellus Germanus, a 15th-century cartographer, produced maps that
integrated Ptolemaic concepts with newly discovered lands. His work
influenced explorers like Christopher Columbus by providing more accurate
representations of the Atlantic region.

Gerardus Mercator and the Mercator Projection
Gerardus Mercator’s 1569 world map introduced a cylindrical projection that
preserved compass bearings, revolutionizing navigation. The Mercator
projection became the standard for nautical charts and remains widely used
today despite its distortions.

Impact of Historical Cartography on Exploration
and Discovery
Maps have played a crucial role in facilitating exploration, colonization,
and the expansion of empires. Historical cartography documents the routes of
explorers and the gradual unveiling of the world’s geography.

Mapping the Age of Exploration
The 15th to 17th centuries were marked by extensive voyages by European
explorers. Cartographers translated explorers’ findings into maps that
updated the known world, enabling further expeditions and territorial claims.



Influence on Trade and Political Boundaries
Accurate maps allowed for the establishment of trade routes and the
negotiation of political borders. They helped empires administer distant
territories and manage conflicts over land and resources.

Challenges in Mapping Unknown Territories
Explorers often faced difficulties in charting new lands due to limited
technology and harsh environments. Early maps of the Americas, Africa, and
Asia contained inaccuracies that were gradually corrected as knowledge
improved.

Preservation and Study of Historical Maps Today
Historical cartography remains a vibrant field of study, with scholars
analyzing old maps to uncover cultural, scientific, and historical insights.
Preservation efforts ensure that these valuable documents survive for future
generations.

Techniques for Conservation and Restoration
Archival methods include climate-controlled storage, careful handling, and
digital scanning to prevent deterioration. Restoration work may involve
repairing tears, stabilizing pigments, and removing harmful substances.

Digitization and Accessibility
Digital technologies enable the reproduction and widespread access to
historical maps. Online databases and virtual collections facilitate research
and public engagement with cartographic heritage.

Applications in Modern Research
Historical maps contribute to fields such as archaeology, environmental
studies, and genealogy. They provide baseline data for understanding
landscape changes, urban development, and historical land use patterns.

Ancient civilizations’ contributions to early mapping

Instruments like the astrolabe and compass

Key figures such as Ptolemy and Mercator



Maps’ role in exploration and empire building

Preservation and digitization of historic maps

Frequently Asked Questions

What is historical cartography?
Historical cartography is the study and creation of maps from past periods,
analyzing how geographic knowledge and mapping techniques have evolved over
time.

Why is historical cartography important?
Historical cartography helps us understand how past societies viewed the
world, revealing cultural, political, and scientific perspectives of
different eras.

What are some famous historical maps?
Famous historical maps include Ptolemy's Geographia, the Hereford Mappa
Mundi, the Waldseemüller map, and Mercator's world map.

How did early mapmakers create maps without modern
technology?
Early mapmakers relied on explorers' reports, astronomical observations,
mathematical calculations, and artistic interpretation to create maps.

What role did historical cartography play in
exploration?
Historical cartography was crucial for navigation and exploration, providing
sailors with information about coastlines, sea routes, and new territories.

How have map projections evolved in historical
cartography?
Map projections have evolved to address distortions inherent in representing
a spherical Earth on flat surfaces, leading to innovations like Mercator,
Peters, and Robinson projections.



What is the significance of the Mercator projection
in historical cartography?
The Mercator projection, created in 1569, became widely used for navigation
because it preserves angles and directions, though it distorts size near the
poles.

How do historians use historical maps as sources?
Historians analyze historical maps to gain insights into territorial
boundaries, political power, cultural perceptions, and technological
advancements of past societies.

What challenges exist in studying historical
cartography?
Challenges include interpreting outdated or inaccurate information,
deciphering old languages or symbols, and accounting for the biases of
mapmakers.

How has digital technology impacted the field of
historical cartography?
Digital technology has enabled the digitization, preservation, and
interactive analysis of historical maps, making them more accessible for
research and education.

Additional Resources
1. Mapping the World: An Illustrated History of Cartography
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the history of mapmaking,
showcasing beautiful and detailed maps from ancient times to the modern era.
It explores how maps have evolved in style, purpose, and accuracy, reflecting
the cultural and scientific knowledge of their periods. Readers will
appreciate the blend of art and science that defines historical cartography.

2. The History of Cartography, Volume 1: Cartography in Prehistoric, Ancient,
and Medieval Europe and the Mediterranean
Edited by David Woodward, this volume delves into the earliest mapmaking
traditions in Europe and the Mediterranean. It examines how ancient
civilizations represented space and geography, shedding light on the cultural
contexts behind these maps. The book is rich with scholarly analysis and
reproductions of rare historical maps.

3. Cartographies of Time: A History of the Timeline
This fascinating book traces the development of timelines and chronological
mapping, illustrating how humans have sought to represent time spatially. It



highlights significant historical timelines from different cultures and
periods, explaining their design and impact. The work provides insight into
the relationship between time and space in historical cartography.

4. The Art of Mapping: An Illustrated History of Map Design and Techniques
Focusing on the artistic and technical aspects of mapmaking, this book
explores the evolution of cartographic design. It covers various techniques
used by mapmakers, from hand-drawn maps to printed and digital forms. The
book also addresses how aesthetics and functionality have been balanced
throughout history.

5. Mapping Empires: Colonial Cartography in Early Modern Europe
This title investigates how European empires used cartography as a tool for
exploration, conquest, and administration during the early modern period. It
discusses the political and ideological implications of maps in colonial
contexts. Through case studies, the book reveals the power dynamics embedded
in historical maps.

6. Ancient Maps: The Illustrated History of Cartography in Antiquity
This book provides a detailed look at mapmaking in ancient civilizations such
as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It emphasizes the technological
innovations and cultural influences that shaped early maps. Readers gain an
understanding of how ancient peoples conceptualized and navigated their
world.

7. Secrets of the Old Maps: Decoding Historical Cartographic Mysteries
Offering a detective-like exploration of enigmatic maps, this book examines
mysterious and unusual cartographic artifacts from history. It discusses
theories about their origins, purposes, and meanings, engaging readers in the
intrigue of historical geography. The book also highlights the challenges in
interpreting ancient maps.

8. Worlds on Paper: The Story of Maps and Mapping
This accessible and richly illustrated volume narrates the global history of
maps, tracing their development across cultures and epochs. It addresses how
maps have been used for navigation, storytelling, and shaping worldviews. The
book celebrates the diversity and creativity found in historical cartography.

9. Cartographic Visions: Maps, Power, and Politics in History
Focusing on the intersection of maps and political power, this book explores
how cartography has influenced and reflected historical power structures. It
analyzes maps as instruments of control, propaganda, and identity formation.
The work provides critical perspectives on the role of maps in shaping
societies.
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  historical cartography: History of Cartography Elri Liebenberg, Imre Josef Demhardt,
2012-01-05 This volume comprises the proceedings of the 2010 International Symposium of the ICA
Commission on the History of Cartography. The nineteen papers reflect the research interests of the
Commission which span the period from the Enlightenment to the evolution of Geographical
Information Science. Apart from studies on general cartography, the volume, which reflects some
co-operation with the ICA Commission on Maps and Society and the United States Geological Survey
(USGS), contains regional studies on cartographic endeavours in Northern America, Brazil, and
Southern Africa. The ICA Commission on Maps and Society participated as its field of study often
overlaps with that of the ICA Commission on the History of Cartography. The USGS which is the
official USA mapping organisation, was invited to emphasise that the ICA Commission on the History
of Cartography is not only interested in historical maps, but also has as mandate the research and
document the history of Geographical Information Science. The ICA Commission on Maps and
Society participated as its field of study often overlaps with that of the ICA Commission on the
History of Cartography. The USGS which is the official USA mapping organisation, was invited to
emphasise that the ICA Commission on the History of Cartography is not only interested in historical
maps, but also has as mandate the research and document the history of Geographical Information
Science.
  historical cartography: Comparative Map History and “the History of Cartography”
Matthew H. Edney, 2025-07-10 The apparently centuries-old field of “the history of cartography”
was invented after 1950 through incomplete historiographies by leading map historians. This
monograph uses an empirically grounded analysis of the ways in which early maps have been
systematically studied since the early 1800s to offer an innovative account of the practices and
institutions of comparative map history in support of Western imperialism and nationalism, and of
how the field was reconfigured as the core of a newly idealized discipline of “the history of
cartography.”
  historical cartography: A Guide to Historical Cartography Library of Congress. Map Division,
1960
  historical cartography: Maps and History Jeremy Black, 2000-01-01 Explores the role,
development, and nature of the atlas and discusses its impact on the presentation of the past.
  historical cartography: West Florida and Its Relation to the Historical Cartography of
the United States by Henry E. Chambers, Fellow-by-Courtesy of Johns Hopkins Univ. ...
Henry E. Chambers, 1898
  historical cartography: Art and Cartography David Woodward, 1987-02 The
contributors—Svetlana Alpers, Samuel Y. Edgerton, Jr., Ulla Ehrensvard, Juergen Schulz, James A.
Welu, and David Woodward—examine the historical links between art and cartography from varied
perspectives.
  historical cartography: West Florida and Its Relation to the Historical Cartography of the
United States Henry Edward Chambers, 1898
  historical cartography: The History of Cartography, Volume 4 Matthew H. Edney, Mary
Sponberg Pedley, 2020-05-15 Since its launch in 1987, the History of Cartography series has
garnered critical acclaim and sparked a new generation of interdisciplinary scholarship.
Cartography in the European Enlightenment, the highly anticipated fourth volume, offers a
comprehensive overview of the cartographic practices of Europeans, Russians, and the Ottomans,
both at home and in overseas territories, from 1650 to 1800. The social and intellectual changes that
swept Enlightenment Europe also transformed many of its mapmaking practices. A new emphasis on
geometric principles gave rise to improved tools for measuring and mapping the world, even as
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large-scale cartographic projects became possible under the aegis of powerful states. Yet older
mapping practices persisted: Enlightenment cartography encompassed a wide variety of processes
for making, circulating, and using maps of different types. The volume’s more than four hundred
encyclopedic articles explore the era’s mapping, covering topics both detailed—such as geodetic
surveying, thematic mapping, and map collecting—and broad, such as women and cartography,
cartography and the economy, and the art and design of maps. Copious bibliographical references
and nearly one thousand full-color illustrations complement the detailed entries.
  historical cartography: Historical Atlases Walter Goffart, 2011-04-15 Today we can walk into
any well-stocked bookstore or library and find an array of historical atlases. The first thorough
review of the source material, Historical Atlases traces how these collections of maps for
history—maps whose sole purpose was to illustrate some historical moment or scene—came into
being. Beginning in the sixteenth century, and continuing down to the late nineteenth, Walter
Goffart discusses milestones in the origins of historical atlases as well as individual maps illustrating
historical events in alternating, paired chapters. He focuses on maps of the medieval period because
the development of maps for history hinged particularly on portrayals of this segment of the
postclassical, modern past. Goffart concludes the book with a detailed catalogue of more than 700
historical maps and atlases produced from 1570 to 1870. Historical Atlases will immediately take its
place as the single most important reference on its subject. Historians of cartography, medievalists,
and anyone seriously interested in the role of maps in portraying history will find it invaluable.
  historical cartography: West Florida and Its Relation to the Historical Cartography of
the United States Bernard Christian Steiner, Enoch Walter Sikes, Henry Edward Chambers,
Herbert Baxter Adams, James Morton Callahan, John Spencer Bassett, 1898
  historical cartography: The History of Cartography, Volume 6 Mark Monmonier,
2015-05-18 For more than thirty years, the History of Cartography Project has charted the course
for scholarship on cartography, bringing together research from a variety of disciplines on the
creation, dissemination, and use of maps. Volume 6, Cartography in the Twentieth Century,
continues this tradition with a groundbreaking survey of the century just ended and a new full-color,
encyclopedic format. The twentieth century is a pivotal period in map history. The transition from
paper to digital formats led to previously unimaginable dynamic and interactive maps. Geographic
information systems radically altered cartographic institutions and reduced the skill required to
create maps. Satellite positioning and mobile communications revolutionized wayfinding. Mapping
evolved as an important tool for coping with complexity, organizing knowledge, and influencing
public opinion in all parts of the globe and at all levels of society. Volume 6 covers these changes
comprehensively, while thoroughly demonstrating the far-reaching effects of maps on science,
technology, and society—and vice versa. The lavishly produced volume includes more than five
hundred articles accompanied by more than a thousand images. Hundreds of expert contributors
provide both original research, often based on their own participation in the developments they
describe, and interpretations of larger trends in cartography. Designed for use by both scholars and
the general public, this definitive volume is a reference work of first resort for all who study and love
maps.
  historical cartography: Cartography Past, Present and Future D.W. Rhind, D.R. Fraser
Taylor, 2013-10-22 Making maps dates back at least four thousand years and it is widely recognised
that many maps are of great historical value and present a skilled method of summarising the real
world on a sheet of paper. Less well known is the judgement involved in the selection and
simplification of features, the complex transformation of space and the exacting standards which are
needed in cartography. This book is primarily a tribute to Professor F.J. Ormeling, former President
and Secretary/Treasurer of the ICA and gives a wide ranging review of the current status of
cartography, how this status was attained and the way in which the subject is expected to evolve
over the next decade. It is composed of two main sections. In the first, the present state of
cartography in different countries is examined. The second section is a thematic view in which some
of the major issues and developments in cartography are discussed in turn, including art and science



in cartography, the character of historical cartography, the role of map making in developing
countries, the impact of a possible ideal computer mapping facility and how cartography has
changed in recent years. There are international contributions from authors distinguished and
internationally recognised in cartography and related fields and who have had a significant input to
the ICA.
  historical cartography: Extracting Spatial Information from Historical Maps Benedikt
Budig, 2018-11-23 Historical maps are fascinating documents and a valuable source of information
for scientists of various disciplines. Many of these maps are available as scanned bitmap images, but
in order to make them searchable in useful ways, a structured representation of the contained
information is desirable. This book deals with the extraction of spatial information from historical
maps. This cannot be expected to be solved fully automatically (since it involves difficult semantics),
but is also too tedious to be done manually at scale. The methodology used in this book combines the
strengths of both computers and humans: it describes efficient algorithms to largely automate
information extraction tasks and pairs these algorithms with smart user interactions to handle what
is not understood by the algorithm. The effectiveness of this approach is shown for various kinds of
spatial documents from the 16th to the early 20th century.
  historical cartography: Mapping the Nation Susan Schulten, 2020-03-04 A compelling read
that reveals how maps became informational tools charting everything from epidemics to slavery (
Journal of American History). In the nineteenth century, Americans began to use maps in radically
new ways. For the first time, medical men mapped diseases to understand and prevent epidemics,
natural scientists mapped climate and rainfall to uncover weather patterns, educators mapped the
past to foster national loyalty among students, and Northerners mapped slavery to assess the power
of the South. After the Civil War, federal agencies embraced statistical and thematic mapping in
order to profile the ethnic, racial, economic, moral, and physical attributes of a reunified nation. By
the end of the century, Congress had authorized a national archive of maps, an explicit recognition
that old maps were not relics to be discarded but unique records of the nation's past. All of these
experiments involved the realization that maps were not just illustrations of data, but visual tools
that were uniquely equipped to convey complex ideas and information. In Mapping the Nation,
Susan Schulten charts how maps of epidemic disease, slavery, census statistics, the environment,
and the past demonstrated the analytical potential of cartography, and in the process transformed
the very meaning of a map. Today, statistical and thematic maps are so ubiquitous that we take for
granted that data will be arranged cartographically. Whether for urban planning, public health,
marketing, or political strategy, maps have become everyday tools of social organization,
governance, and economics. The world we inhabit—saturated with maps and graphic
information—grew out of this sea change in spatial thought and representation in the nineteenth
century, when Americans learned to see themselves and their nation in new dimensions.
  historical cartography: Cartography Jochen Schiewe, 2025-09-02 What would our lives look
like if there were no (good) maps? Maps are essential for orientation, navigation, and simplifying
complex environments, ultimately enhancing our understanding of the world. The visualization of
geospatial data supports both laypeople and experts in various aspects of life—whether in personal,
professional, or scientific contexts. With the growing availability of maps online, they are
increasingly used in daily life on devices such as smartphones and tablets. However, the surge in
map creation does not necessarily equate to the production of good maps—those that effectively and
efficiently fulfill their intended purpose. This book explores the full breadth of the field of
Cartography. It delves into the core of the discipline, focusing on the graphical representation of
geospatial data, spatial reference, and map projections. Additionally, it addresses key peripheral
topics that contribute to a comprehensive understanding, such as usability testing, data collection
and processing, and cartographic law. Rather than providing technical or software-specific
guidance, the author emphasizes the fundamental concepts and methods of modern Cartography.
Introductory chapter overviews, numerous illustrations, and practical exercises support this
approach. This textbook is a valuable resource for students and educators across various



fields—Cartography, Geography, Geodesy, Urban and Regional Planning, Environmental Sciences,
and more. It aids in the creation and use of good maps and provides a solid foundation in modern
Cartography for anyone with an interest in maps.
  historical cartography: Kosovo: History in Maps Mirela Altic, 2025-05-29 In Kosovo: History in
Maps, the story of Kosovo's history is told through maps which take us through space and time, from
antiquity to the present day. Placed at the intersection of the Ottoman, Habsburg, and Serbian
Empires, Kosovo attracted the attention of cartographers and mapmakers from various imperial and
cultural circles. Each of them embodied and circulated ideas of Kosovo and its geographical space in
their own way, creating different visions of state power, historic memory, identity, imperial and
national borders, and territoriality. In this regard, the book delineates the geographical reality of
Kosovo in different contexts, namely war space, historical space, travel space, and sacred space.
Moreover, Kosovo: History in Maps examines the diffusion of geographical knowledge and maps on
Kosovo, contributing to the growing historiography on the circulation of knowledge and the
translation of culture.
  historical cartography: Maps and Colours , 2024-02-06 Colours make the map: they affect
the map’s materiality, content, and handling. With a wide range of approaches, 14 case studies from
various disciplines deal with the colouring of maps from different geographical regions and periods.
Connected by their focus on the (hand)colouring of the examined maps, the authors demonstrate the
potential of the study of colour to enhance our understanding of the material nature and production
of maps and the historical, social, geographical and political context in which they were made.
Contributors are: Diana Lange, Benjamin van der Linde, Jörn Seemann, Tomasz Panecki, Chet Van
Duzer, Marian Coman, Anne Christine Lien, Juliette Dumasy-Rabineau, Nadja Danilenko, Sang-hoon
Jang, Anna Boroffka, Stephanie Zehnle, Haida Liang, Sotiria Kogou, Luke Butler, Elke Papelitzky,
Richard Pegg, Lucia Pereira Pardo, Neil Johnston, Rose Mitchell, and Annaleigh Margey.
  historical cartography: International Encyclopedia of Human Geography , 2009-07-16 The
International Encyclopedia of Human Geography provides an authoritative and comprehensive
source of information on the discipline of human geography and its constituent, and related, subject
areas. The encyclopedia includes over 1,000 detailed entries on philosophy and theory, key concepts,
methods and practices, biographies of notable geographers, and geographical thought and praxis in
different parts of the world. This groundbreaking project covers every field of human geography and
the discipline’s relationships to other disciplines, and is global in scope, involving an international
set of contributors. Given its broad, inclusive scope and unique online accessibility, it is anticipated
that the International Encyclopedia of Human Geography will become the major reference work for
the discipline over the coming decades. The Encyclopedia will be available in both limited edition
print and online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal
cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract
databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options and
availability visit http://info.sciencedirect.com/content/books/ref_works/coming/ Available online on
ScienceDirect and in limited edition print format Broad, interdisciplinary coverage across human
geography: Philosophy, Methods, People, Social/Cultural, Political, Economic, Development, Health,
Cartography, Urban, Historical, Regional Comprehensive and unique - the first of its kind in human
geography
  historical cartography: HISTORICAL MAPS OF AZERBAIJAN: full colour maps from
prehistoric, ancient and modern times Ismail bey Zardabli, 2018-08-10 Based on various sources
HISTORICAL MAPS OF AZERBAIJAN provides information about an illustrious past and a bright and
rich history of this land for everyone interested in the history of Azerbaijan.
  historical cartography: A History of America in 100 Maps Susan Schulten, 2018-09-21
Throughout its history, America has been defined through maps. Whether made for military strategy
or urban reform, to encourage settlement or to investigate disease, maps invest information with
meaning by translating it into visual form. They capture what people knew, what they thought they
knew, what they hoped for, and what they feared. As such they offer unrivaled windows onto the



past. In this book Susan Schulten uses maps to explore five centuries of American history, from the
voyages of European discovery to the digital age. With stunning visual clarity, A History of America
in 100 Maps showcases the power of cartography to illuminate and complicate our understanding of
the past. Gathered primarily from the British Library’s incomparable archives and compiled into nine
chronological chapters, these one hundred full-color maps range from the iconic to the unfamiliar.
Each is discussed in terms of its specific features as well as its larger historical significance in a way
that conveys a fresh perspective on the past. Some of these maps were made by established
cartographers, while others were made by unknown individuals such as Cherokee tribal leaders,
soldiers on the front, and the first generation of girls to be formally educated. Some were tools of
statecraft and diplomacy, and others were instruments of social reform or even advertising and
entertainment. But when considered together, they demonstrate the many ways that maps both
reflect and influence historical change. Audacious in scope and charming in execution, this
collection of one hundred full-color maps offers an imaginative and visually engaging tour of
American history that will show readers a new way of navigating their own worlds.
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