history of flat earth beliefs

history of flat earth beliefs traces the development of one of the most enduring and controversial
ideas in human thought. This concept, which posits that the Earth is flat rather than spherical, has
appeared in various forms throughout ancient civilizations, religious doctrines, and even modern
conspiracy theories. Understanding the history of flat earth beliefs involves examining early
cosmologies, the influence of religious and philosophical interpretations, and the resurgence of
these ideas in contemporary society despite overwhelming scientific evidence. This article explores
the origins and evolution of flat earth theories, highlighting key historical periods and influential
figures. It also analyzes the reasons behind the persistence of flat earth beliefs and their impact on
culture and science. The following sections provide a detailed examination of the topic, offering
insights into the complex history of flat earth beliefs.

e Ancient Origins of Flat Earth Beliefs

 Flat Earth in Classical Antiquity and Medieval Period

e The Scientific Revolution and Decline of Flat Earth Theories
e Modern Revival of Flat Earth Beliefs

e Factors Contributing to the Persistence of Flat Earth Ideas

Ancient Origins of Flat Earth Beliefs

The history of flat earth beliefs begins in ancient times, where early human civilizations often
conceptualized the world as flat due to direct sensory experiences and limited technological
understanding. Early cosmologies from Mesopotamia, Egypt, and various indigenous cultures
depicted the Earth as a flat disk or rectangle surrounded by water or other elements. These
interpretations were based on observations of the horizon and the visible landscape.

Early Cosmological Models

Ancient societies commonly envisioned the Earth as flat and supported by pillars or floating on
water. For example, Babylonian cosmology described a flat Earth enclosed by a dome-shaped sky.
Similarly, ancient Egyptian beliefs portrayed the Earth as a flat surface with the sky goddess Nut
arching above it. These models were integral to religious and mythological narratives, shaping early
human understanding of the universe.

Flat Earth in Indigenous Cultures

Many indigenous cultures around the world maintained flat earth concepts well into historical times.



These beliefs often intertwined with spiritual views and creation stories, emphasizing the Earth’s
flatness as a sacred or functional aspect of the world. For instance, some Native American tribes
described the Earth as a flat expanse resting on the back of a giant turtle or other animals.

Flat Earth in Classical Antiquity and Medieval Period

The history of flat earth beliefs during classical antiquity and the medieval period reflects a complex
transition from flat to spherical Earth models. While some ancient Greek philosophers proposed a
spherical Earth, flat earth ideas persisted in various forms through medieval cosmologies.

Greek Philosophers and the Spherical Earth

By the 6th century BCE, Greek philosophers such as Pythagoras and later Aristotle presented
evidence supporting a spherical Earth. Aristotle cited observations of Earth's shadow on the Moon
during lunar eclipses and the changing visibility of stars with latitude. Eratosthenes famously
estimated Earth’s circumference with remarkable accuracy in the 3rd century BCE, further
solidifying the spherical model.

Medieval European and Islamic Views

Contrary to popular misconception, most medieval European scholars accepted the Earth’s
sphericity, influenced by classical Greek and Roman knowledge preserved through texts. Islamic
scholars also contributed significantly to astronomy, affirming a spherical Earth and advancing
scientific understanding. However, some flat earth notions lingered in folklore and non-scholarly
traditions during this era.

Flat Earth in Religious Contexts

Certain religious interpretations historically supported a flat Earth cosmology based on scriptural
readings. Some literalist readings of biblical texts were used to argue for a flat Earth, but these
views were not universally held among theologians. The relationship between religious doctrine and
flat earth beliefs has varied across cultures and epochs, influencing the persistence of such ideas.

The Scientific Revolution and Decline of Flat Earth
Theories

The history of flat earth beliefs underwent a significant transformation during the Scientific
Revolution from the 16th to 18th centuries. Advances in astronomy, physics, and navigation provided
overwhelming evidence for a spherical Earth, leading to the near-universal rejection of flat earth
concepts in scientific circles.



Key Scientific Discoveries

Observations by Copernicus, Galileo, and Kepler established heliocentrism and further affirmed
Earth's shape. The development of accurate maps, circumnavigation by explorers such as Ferdinand
Magellan, and advancements in telescopes all contributed to disproving flat earth theories. These
discoveries fostered a new paradigm based on empirical evidence and scientific methodology.

Impact on Public Perception

The spread of scientific knowledge gradually diminished flat earth beliefs among educated
populations. Institutions of learning and scientific societies promoted spherical Earth models,
embedding them within educational curricula and public consciousness. Nevertheless, some isolated
groups and individuals continued to uphold flat earth ideas based on tradition or skepticism toward
emerging science.

Modern Revival of Flat Earth Beliefs

Despite the established scientific consensus, the history of flat earth beliefs includes a notable
revival in the 19th and 20th centuries, continuing into the present day. This resurgence is
characterized by alternative interpretations of evidence and the use of modern technologies to
promote flat earth theories.

19th and Early 20th Century Movements

The modern flat earth movement gained momentum with figures such as Samuel Rowbotham, who
published works advocating a flat Earth based on literal interpretations of empirical observations.
Rowbotham's "Zetetic Astronomy" sparked a community of flat earth adherents, leading to the
foundation of organizations promoting these ideas.

Contemporary Flat Earth Communities

Today, flat earth beliefs persist through online forums, social media, and conferences. Modern flat
earth proponents often challenge mainstream science, citing perceived inconsistencies or
conspiracies. This movement employs selective interpretation of photographic evidence and
experiments, maintaining a skeptical stance toward space exploration and global scientific
institutions.

Factors Contributing to the Persistence of Flat Earth
Ideas

The enduring presence of flat earth beliefs can be attributed to various psychological, social, and
cultural factors. Understanding these elements is crucial to comprehending why such ideas remain
influential despite scientific refutation.



Psychological and Sociological Influences

Flat earth beliefs often fulfill needs for certainty, identity, and community among adherents.
Cognitive biases, such as confirmation bias and distrust of authority, play significant roles in
reinforcing these views. Additionally, flat earth ideas can symbolize resistance to perceived elitism in
scientific and governmental institutions.

Role of Media and Technology

The rise of the internet and social media platforms has facilitated the rapid spread of flat earth
theories. These technologies allow for the formation of echo chambers where believers reinforce one
another's convictions. The accessibility of information, both accurate and misleading, challenges
traditional gatekeepers of knowledge and complicates public understanding.

Common Arguments Used by Flat Earth Proponents

e Claiming the horizon appears flat to the naked eye.

¢ Questioning the authenticity of space exploration and satellite imagery.
e Asserting that gravity is a flawed or misunderstood concept.

« Interpreting ancient texts as literal descriptions of a flat Earth.

e Highlighting perceived anomalies or inconsistencies in scientific explanations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of flat earth beliefs?

Flat earth beliefs date back to ancient civilizations, where many early cultures conceptualized the
Earth as a flat disc based on their observations and mythologies before the development of modern
astronomy.

How did ancient Greeks contribute to the understanding of
Earth's shape?

Ancient Greek philosophers like Pythagoras and Aristotle provided early evidence for a spherical
Earth through observations such as the shape of the Earth's shadow on the moon and the way ships
disappear over the horizon.



Why did flat earth beliefs decline in the Middle Ages?

During the Middle Ages, scholarly work and navigation advances reinforced the understanding of a
spherical Earth, leading to the decline of flat earth beliefs among educated societies.

When and why did flat earth beliefs experience a modern
resurgence?

Flat earth beliefs saw a modern resurgence in the 19th and 20th centuries, driven by conspiracy
theories, mistrust of scientific authorities, and the spread of misinformation through books and later
the internet.

What role did Samuel Rowbotham play in flat earth history?

Samuel Rowbotham was a 19th-century English writer who promoted the flat earth theory through
his work "Zetetic Astronomy," which argued against the spherical Earth model and influenced
modern flat earth movements.

How has the internet affected the spread of flat earth beliefs?

The internet has significantly facilitated the spread of flat earth beliefs by enabling communities to
share information, videos, and conspiracy theories widely, contributing to the growth of the flat
earth movement globally.

Additional Resources

1. Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea

This book explores the historical origins and evolution of the flat earth belief, tracing its roots from
ancient civilizations to modern times. It examines how the flat earth concept was understood,
challenged, and eventually marginalized by scientific advancements. The author also delves into the
cultural and psychological reasons behind the persistence of flat earth ideas.

2. The Flat Earth as a Historical Phenomenon

A comprehensive study that analyzes the flat earth theory within the context of different historical
periods. The book highlights key figures and texts that promoted or refuted flat earth beliefs,
offering insights into how geographical knowledge developed over centuries. It also discusses the
social and religious influences that shaped the acceptance or rejection of a spherical earth.

3. Mapping the World: Flat Earth Beliefs Through the Ages

This title focuses on the cartographic representations and geographical understandings linked to flat
earth beliefs. It covers how maps and travel narratives reflected and influenced the perception of the
earth’s shape in various cultures. The author provides a critical look at how early explorers and
mapmakers contributed to the debate.

4. From Flat to Round: The Scientific Journey of Earth’s Shape

Detailing the transition from flat earth models to the acceptance of a spherical earth, this book
highlights key scientific discoveries and debates. It profiles prominent scientists such as Pythagoras,
Eratosthenes, and Copernicus, explaining their contributions to our understanding of the earth’s



form. The narrative also addresses how the flat earth theory was gradually dismissed by the
scientific community.

5. Flat Earth Myths and Modern Movements

This book investigates the resurgence of flat earth beliefs in contemporary society, linking them to
historical myths and misconceptions. It explores the psychological and social factors that fuel
modern flat earth movements and how they interact with science denialism. The author also
discusses the role of the internet and social media in spreading flat earth ideas today.

6. Ancient Cosmologies and the Flat Earth

Focusing on ancient worldviews, this book examines how different civilizations conceptualized the
cosmos, including flat earth models. It covers Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and early Greek
perspectives, illustrating the diversity of early cosmological thought. The work sheds light on how
these ancient beliefs laid the groundwork for later flat earth theories.

7. The Flat Earth Controversy in Medieval Europe

This title explores the persistence and challenges of flat earth beliefs during the Middle Ages. It
analyzes medieval texts, religious doctrines, and scholarly debates concerning the shape of the
earth. The book reveals how the flat earth idea was both supported and contested within
ecclesiastical and academic circles.

8. Challenging the Sphere: Flat Earth Arguments in History

A historical overview of the arguments made by flat earth proponents and their rebuttals over time.
The book presents key philosophical, religious, and pseudo-scientific claims used to defend flat earth
views. It provides readers with an understanding of how these arguments evolved and were
eventually overcome by empirical evidence.

9. Worlds Apart: Flat Earth and the Evolution of Scientific Thought

This book situates the flat earth belief within the broader history of scientific inquiry and paradigm
shifts. It discusses how changing worldviews about the earth’s shape reflect larger transformations
in knowledge and culture. The author emphasizes the interplay between myth, religion, and science
in shaping humanity’s understanding of the planet.
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history of flat earth beliefs: Flat Earth Christine Garwood, 2025-05-21 Contrary to popular
belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher Columbus did not discover
that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely accepted in educated circles
from as early as the fourth century B.C. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until the supposedly more rational
nineteenth century that the notion of a flat earth really took hold. Even more bizarrely, it persists to
this day, despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the decidedly spherical Earth
from space. Based on a range of original sources, Garwood's history of flat-Earth beliefs---from the
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Babylonians to the present day---raises issues central to the history and philosophy of science, its
relationship to religion and the making of human knowledge about the natural world. Flat Earth is
the first definitive study of one of history's most notorious and persistent ideas, and it evokes all the
intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual turmoil of the modern age. Ranging from ancient Greece,
through Victorian England, to modern-day America, this is a story that encompasses religion,
science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array of people and places. Where else could
eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy theorists appear alongside
Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary misconception?
Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history at its best.

history of flat earth beliefs: Flatline Reality: The Earth-Shattering Truth They Don't
Want You To Know ANONYMOUS, Flatline Reality is a thought-provoking book that delves into
alternative theories about the shape of the Earth and the hidden truths that the author claims are
being concealed from the general public. It challenges prevailing beliefs and offers a different
perspective on our understanding of the world. Unveiling Earth-Shattering Truths The book aims to
present evidence, arguments, and reasoning that challenge conventional thinking. By questioning
the widely-accepted belief in a spherical Earth, the author proposes an alternative explanation,
arguing for an Earth that is flat. The Conspiracy and Secrecy Throughout the book, the author
suggests that there is a deliberate agenda to keep this alternative perspective hidden from the
public. The reasons behind this alleged conspiracy and the forces at play are explored in detail,
giving readers a new perspective on societal control and manipulation of information. Exploring
Controversial Topics Flatline Reality covers a range of controversial topics, including the Flat Earth
movement, government secrecy, scientific consensus, and the power structures that perpetuate the
status quo. It encourages readers to question what they have been taught and to critically analyze
the information presented to them. A Unique Perspective The author's decision to remain
anonymous allows readers to approach the book with an open mind, free from any preconceived
notions or biases they may have about the author's identity. It places the focus solely on the ideas
and theories being presented, encouraging readers to engage with the content on its own merits.
Joining the Debate Flatline Reality: The Earth-Shattering Truth They Don't Want You To Know enters
into the ongoing debate surrounding the shape of the Earth and the existence of conspiracies. It
serves as a platform for discussion and encourages readers to examine their beliefs critically.

history of flat earth beliefs: Flat Earths and Fake Footnotes Derrick Peterson, 2021-02-17
We are all haunted by histories. They shape our presuppositions and ballast our judgments. In terms
of science and religion this means most of us walk about haunted by rumors of a long war. However,
there is no such thing as the “history of the conflict of science and Christianity,” and this is a book
about it. In the last half of the twentieth century a sea change in the history of science and religion
occurred, revealing not only that the perception of protracted warfare between religion and science
was a curious set of mythologies that had been combined together into a sort of supermyth in need
of debunking. It was also seen that this collective mythology arose in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries by historians involved in many sides of the debates over Darwin’s discoveries, and from
there latched onto the public imagination at large. Flat Earths and Fake Footnotes takes the reader
on a journey showing how these myths were constructed, collected together, and eventually
debunked. Join us for a story of flat earths and fake footnotes, to uncover the strange tale of how the
conflict of science and Christianity was written into history.

history of flat earth beliefs: Worlds of Their Own Robert ]J. Schadewald, 2008-02-15 History is
written by the winners; including the histories of science and scholarship. Unorthodoxies that
flourish at the grassroots are often beneath the contempt of historians. Zetetic astronomy (flat-Earth
science) was a household term in Victorian England, but not a single reference to it is found in
conventional histories. We ignore such histories at our peril; the modern intelligent design
movement is almost a carbon copy of the 19th century flat-Earth movement in its argumentative
techniques. When orthodox science finds itself stumped, or a certain segment finds it unpalatable,
the unorthodox may rush in to fill the void. The past two decades have brought a surge of interest in



the history and philosophy of science. But how do we discern between pseudo and actual science? To
fully understand what science is, we must understand what science is not. Written with penetrating
insight into the minds of alternative thinkers, this book throws light on the differences between
pseudo and actual science. The droll humor that permeates Worlds of Their Own makes it as
enjoyable a read as it is enlightening. Despite its focus on unorthodox ideas, Worlds of Their Own is
about human nature. Whether they drew their ideas from the Bible or nature, all the
pseudoscientists discussed in this book were driven to communicate their truth to the misinformed
world. None was afflicted with self-doubt. All defended their truth with similar standards of
evidence, modes of reasoning, and methods of scholarship. Their counterparts are legion the
blue-collar philosopher who refutes Einstein from his barstool, the preacher who refutes (but cannot
define) evolution from his pulpit, the narcissist who promotes quackery courtesy of modern talk
shows and infomercials. Each topic discussed in Worlds of Their Own covers a once-popular concept
that persists to this day. Numerous works examine or debunk pseudoscientific ideas. Worlds of Their
Own is unique in letting unorthodox thinkers speak for themselves. Readers will want to buy the
book to learn how such people argued their cases against conventional views. Worlds of Their Own
is a timeless book offering humor, substance, and analysis for a mainstream audience. Moreover, it
is a unique source book on unorthodox ideas that nearly everyone has heard about but few fully
understand. And the source material is rare. For example, the National Union Catalog lists only four
U.S. libraries the Library of Congress, New York Public, Yale, and Duke that hold Carpenters One
Hundred Proofs That the Earth Is Not a Globe (1885). Bobs own extensive collection of flat-Earth
literature as well as his collection of literature advocating various other unorthodoxies was donated
to the University of Wisconsin after his death. It is housed there as the Robert Schadewald
Collection on Pseudo-Science. This collection consists of 885 books and pamphlets (many from the
19th century) as well as 70 boxes of personal files and collected news clippings. Praise for Bob
Schadewald: Perhaps the most important thing that Bob taught me has to do with the striking
insights one can gain by first studying the history of one particular kind of crackpot science for
example, the flat-Earth movement in past centuries and then realizing how reliable that knowledge
can be for gaining insight into a seemingly unrelated pseudoscience of more contemporary times for
example, the creation science movement that flourished in lowa and across the country in recent
decades, and is now returning as intelligent design today. Nobody, but nobody could make the case
for this more convincingly than Bob Schadewald, and Lois has included some of Bobs best material
doing so between the covers of Worlds of Their Own. John W. Patterson.emeritus Materials Science
& Engineering, lowa State University Bob Schadewald was an insightful thinker w

history of flat earth beliefs: History and Belief Robert Eric Frykenberg, 1996 In this study of
the relationship between history and belief, the author shows how our underlying
commitments--whether religious or ideological--determine which events we find significant enough
to remember as history, yet how those same beliefs distort our understandings of events, leaving
them incomplete and contingent.

history of flat earth beliefs: How Students Learn National Research Council, Division of
Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on How People Learn, A Targeted Report
for Teachers, 2005-01-23 How do you get a fourth-grader excited about history? How do you even
begin to persuade high school students that mathematical functions are relevant to their everyday
lives? In this volume, practical questions that confront every classroom teacher are addressed using
the latest exciting research on cognition, teaching, and learning. How Students Learn: History,
Mathematics, and Science in the Classroom builds on the discoveries detailed in the bestselling How
People Learn. Now, these findings are presented in a way that teachers can use immediately, to
revitalize their work in the classroom for even greater effectiveness. Organized for utility, the book
explores how the principles of learning can be applied in teaching history, science, and math topics
at three levels: elementary, middle, and high school. Leading educators explain in detail how they
developed successful curricula and teaching approaches, presenting strategies that serve as models
for curriculum development and classroom instruction. Their recounting of personal teaching



experiences lends strength and warmth to this volume. The book explores the importance of
balancing students' knowledge of historical fact against their understanding of concepts, such as
change and cause, and their skills in assessing historical accounts. It discusses how to build
straightforward science experiments into true understanding of scientific principles. And it shows
how to overcome the difficulties in teaching math to generate real insight and reasoning in math
students. It also features illustrated suggestions for classroom activities. How Students Learn offers
a highly useful blend of principle and practice. It will be important not only to teachers,
administrators, curriculum designers, and teacher educators, but also to parents and the larger
community concerned about children's education.

history of flat earth beliefs: The Origin and Development of Religious Belief: Polytheism
and monotheism Sabine Baring-Gould, 1892

history of flat earth beliefs: The Origin and Development of Religious Belief S. Baring-Gould,
2023-04-12 Reprint of the original, first published in 1871. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes
historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior
quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not
get lost.

history of flat earth beliefs: The History and Philosophy of Social Science H. Scott
Gordon, 2002-09-11 Scott Gordon provides a magisterial review of the historical development of the
social sciences from their beginnings in renaissance Italy to the present day.

history of flat earth beliefs: Totally Awesome Stories! Pasquale De Marco, Embark on a
captivating journey into the realm of the unexplained with Totally Awesome Stories!. This book
delves into the depths of urban legends, those mysterious tales that have captivated imaginations for
generations. Prepare to encounter the extraordinary as we explore haunted houses where restless
spirits roam, uncover secrets hidden within ancient artifacts, and encounter creatures that lurk in
the shadows. Within these pages, you'll find a treasure trove of tales that defy rational explanation.
From the chilling encounters with the supernatural to the bizarre occurrences that push the
boundaries of reality, these stories will leave you questioning the nature of truth and the limits of
human understanding. Immerse yourself in a world where the ordinary gives way to the
extraordinary. Meet unforgettable characters, from the haunted hitchhiker seeking a ride to the
mysterious creature lurking in the depths of the forest. Discover haunted objects with a sinister past
and uncover conspiracies that span the globe. Each tale offers a glimpse into the hidden corners of
our world, challenging our beliefs and pushing the limits of our perception. Totally Awesome Stories!
is more than just a collection of urban legends; it's a journey into the depths of human experience.
These stories have been passed down through generations, evolving and adapting to reflect our
deepest fears and fascinations. They serve as a mirror to our society, reminding us that there is
more to the world than meets the eye and that the boundaries between the natural and the
supernatural are fluid and ever-shifting. As you turn the pages of this book, you'll be transported to
other realms, challenged to question your beliefs, and left with a lingering sense of wonder. Totally
Awesome Stories! is an invitation to embrace the inexplicable, to lose yourself in the realm of the
unknown, and to discover the thrill of the unexplained. Unleash your curiosity and prepare to be
captivated by the extraordinary. Delve into the world of urban legends and discover the hidden
truths that lie just beyond the veil of reality. Totally Awesome Stories! awaits those who dare to
venture beyond the boundaries of the known and embrace the thrill of the unexplained. If you like
this book, write a review!

history of flat earth beliefs: Flat Earth Christine Garwood, 2008-08-05 Contrary to popular
belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher Columbus did not discover
that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely accepted in educated circles
from as early as the fourth century B.C. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until the supposedly more rational
nineteenth century that the notion of a flat earth really took hold. Even more bizarrely, it persists to
this day, despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the decidedly spherical Earth
from space. Based on a range of original sources, Garwood's history of flat-Earth beliefs---from the



Babylonians to the present day---raises issues central to the history and philosophy of science, its
relationship to religion and the making of human knowledge about the natural world. Flat Earth is
the first definitive study of one of history's most notorious and persistent ideas, and it evokes all the
intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual turmoil of the modern age. Ranging from ancient Greece,
through Victorian England, to modern-day America, this is a story that encompasses religion,
science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array of people and places. Where else could
eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy theorists appear alongside
Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary misconception?
Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history at its best.

history of flat earth beliefs: Science and Technology in World History, Volume 2 David
Deming, 2014-01-10 Science is a living, organic activity, the meaning and understanding of which
have evolved incrementally over human history. This book, the second in a roughly chronological
series, explores the evolution of science from the advents of Christianity and Islam through the
Middle Ages, focusing especially on the historical relationship between science and religion. Specific
topics include technological innovations during the Middle Ages; Islamic science; the Crusades;
Gothic cathedrals; and the founding of Western universities. Close attention is given to such figures
as Paul the Apostle, Hippolytus, Lactantius, Cyril of Alexandria, Hypatia, Cosmas Indicopleustes, and
the Prophet Mohammed.

history of flat earth beliefs: Religion the Greatest Confidence Trick in History Dennis
Morris, 2007-07-01 Read the book, and see for yourself how we have been indoctrinated, how the
Old Testament and its offshoots of Christianity and Islam have been constructed from Babylonian
and Egyptian religions and mythologies.

history of flat earth beliefs: Flattening the Medieval Earth Pablo de Felipe, 2025-08-08
Flattening the Medieval Earth explores the origin of the ‘flat error’, i.e. the false accusation that
ancient and medieval Christians believed in a flat Earth, and what this implies in terms of a conflict
between science and Christianity. Engaging with scientific and religious debates, this book includes
a reception study of two key figures of the 4th century AD, Lactantius and Augustine. This study
demonstrates that the mistaken ‘dark’ image of medieval scholars as flat-earthers started very early,
c. 1600, as an internal Christian debate in the context of new geographical and astronomical views.
The author draws on extensive research including many primary and secondary sources from
different countries and languages not previously put into conversation. Combining history of science,
church history, science and religion, history of navigation, and historiography, this book gives the
most updated explanation of the origin of the flat error, finding paradoxes and unexpected answers
along the way to understand the past and to reflect on some current approaches in science and
religion.

history of flat earth beliefs: The Comprehensive Guide to Science and Faith William A.
Dembski, Casey Luskin, Joseph M. Holden, 2021-10-05 Science and Faith Can—and Do—Support
Each Other Science and Christianity are often presented as opposites, when in fact the order of the
universe and the complexity of life powerfully testify to intelligent design. With this comprehensive
resource that includes the latest research, you'll witness how the findings of scientists provide
compelling reasons to acknowledge the mind and presence of a creator. Featuring more than 45
entries by top-caliber experts, you’ll better understand... how scientific concepts like intelligent
design are supported by evidence the scientific findings that support the history and accounts found
in the Bible the biases that lead to scientific information being presented as a challenge—rather than
a complement—to Christianity Whether you're looking for answers to your own questions or seeking
to explain the case for intelligent design to others, The Comprehensive Guide to Science and Faith is
an invaluable apologetic tool that will help you explore and analyze the relevant facts, research, and
theories in light of biblical truth.

history of flat earth beliefs: The flat earth theory. A tale as old as time , 2021-09-21 Essay
from the year 2021 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and Applied
Geography, grade: 1,5, University of Leipzig (Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Conspiracy Theories,




language: English, abstract: This essay tries to shed some light on the origins and the appeal of the
flat earth theory It shows, that the origins can be traced back at least until Ancient Greece. While a
spherical model of the earth might seem like an axiom to many, there is a growing community of
people who refuse to believe this seemingly basic fact of human life. Those, who do not consider the
evidence of a spherical earth to be credible, believe in the so-called flat earth theory. The assumed
shapes of the earth circulating within the community are as manifold as the believers themselves.
Some assume the earth to be a square, a triangle or even just an infinite plane in all directions.
While there is no clear consensus about the earths “true shape” among the members of this
community, the most popular assumed shape of the earth would be a disc shaped one. The edges of
the disc are often envisioned to be surrounded by a wall of ice or by a shape similar to a snow globe,
which to them explains why nothing and no one has ever fallen from the edge of the earth. In
addition to the basic flat shape of the earth, some followers of this theory also believe in a plethora
of other conspiracy myths. According to one of said narratives, the Nazis were assisted by aliens
when fleeing to Antarctica after the Second World War in order to avoid trial. At a first glance there
is no logical relation between a non-spherical earth and a geocentric model of the universe However,
to rationalize the existence of night and day most believers of the flat earth theory also assume the
sun moving around the earths North Pole, creating a spotlight that illuminates different regions of
the earth at different times . In addition to the sun's altered course around the earth, the US model
of a flat earth also suggests that the stars are located in a dome above the sun and moon, which they
believe are at a distance of 5500 km from the earth. The general description modern believers of the
flat earth theory use is very similar to the many theories present throughout history, which makes
investigating the historical roots of the modern day conspiracy even more important.

history of flat earth beliefs: Public Forgetting Bradford Vivian, 2010 Using examples
ranging from classical rhetoric to contemporary crises like 9/11, Public Forgetting demonstrates
how communities may adopt idioms of forgetting in order to create new and beneficial standards of
public judgment.

history of flat earth beliefs: A History of US Oxford University Press, 2002-09-11 Presents
the history of America from the earliest times of the Native Americans to the Clinton administration.

history of flat earth beliefs: Science, Religion, and the Protestant Tradition James C.
Ungureanu, 2019-10-03 The story of the “conflict thesis” between science and religion—the notion of
perennial conflict or warfare between the two—is part of our modern self-understanding. As the
story goes, John William Draper (1811-1882) and Andrew Dickson White (1832-1918) constructed
dramatic narratives in the nineteenth century that cast religion as the relentless enemy of scientific
progress. And yet, despite its resilience in popular culture, historians today have largely debunked
the conflict thesis. Unravelling its origins, James Ungureanu argues that Draper and White actually
hoped their narratives would preserve religious belief. For them, science was ultimately a scapegoat
for a much larger and more important argument dating back to the Protestant Reformation, where
one theological tradition was pitted against another—a more progressive, liberal, and diffusive
Christianity against a more traditional, conservative, and orthodox Christianity. By the
mid-nineteenth century, narratives of conflict between “science and religion” were largely deployed
between contending theological schools of thought. However, these narratives were later
appropriated by secularists, freethinkers, and atheists as weapons against all religion. By revisiting
its origins, development, and popularization, Ungureanu ultimately reveals that the “conflict thesis”
was just one of the many unintended consequences of the Protestant Reformation.

history of flat earth beliefs: A Beginner’S Guide to Perfection David ]. Saffold, 2017-12-30
Your new life starts now! So often we want to make our lives different, but we dont know where to
start--or, if we do start, we end up where we first began. Why cant we make the life changes we
want to make? Why do we keep sabotaging our dreams? And why do we think we dont deserve a
better life? The answer to these problems is simple; we must change our relationship with ourselves!
In A Beginners Guide to Perfection, life coach David J. Saffold shows you how to change your
relationship with yourself and come to accept all of yourself, even the parts you dislike. When youre



able to accept yourself, your entire life opens upand what used to seem impossible becomes your
reality. Your life starts filling with purpose and meaning; you become decisive, confident, and
powerful. As you bring a new creativity to all you do, you begin to reach higher levels of prosperity
and accept and express more love. And intractable problems melt away as if by magic. A Beginners
Guide to Perfection gives you everything you need to succeed in making your life what you want it to
be. Why wait? The time to start is now!
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