hannah arendt on truth

hannah arendt on truth explores a profound and complex dimension of one of
the twentieth century’s most influential political philosophers. Arendt’s
reflections on truth are deeply intertwined with her analysis of political
life, totalitarianism, and the nature of reality in public discourse. Her
work highlights the fragile relationship between truth and power, emphasizing
how truth can be vulnerable in political realms yet remains essential for
human dignity and freedom. This article delves into Arendt’s philosophy on
factual and existential truth, her critique of the post-truth era, and the
implications of her thought for contemporary society. Through a detailed
examination of her writings and key concepts, readers will gain insight into
why hannah arendt on truth remains relevant in understanding the challenges
of truth in modern politics and communication.

The Concept of Truth in Arendt’s Philosophy

Factual Truth versus Existential Truth

The Role of Truth in the Public Sphere

Arendt’s Critique of Totalitarianism and Falsehood

Contemporary Relevance of Hannah Arendt on Truth

The Concept of Truth in Arendt’s Philosophy

Hannah Arendt’s philosophical inquiry into truth spans beyond traditional
epistemology, engaging with political and ethical dimensions of truthfulness.
She distinguishes between different kinds of truth and emphasizes the
importance of truth in sustaining a functioning democracy. Arendt’s
reflections were shaped by the historical context of the twentieth century,
particularly the rise of totalitarian regimes that manipulated facts and
distorted reality. Her philosophy presents truth not only as an abstract
ideal but as a vital component of human coexistence and political action.

Distinguishing Truth from Opinion

For Arendt, truth must be clearly distinguished from opinion or belief. While
opinions are subjective and often influenced by personal or political
interests, truth corresponds to objective facts and realities that exist
independently of individual perception. She argues that confusing truth with
opinion undermines the foundation of honest discourse and public trust. This
distinction is crucial for maintaining an informed citizenry capable of
rational judgment and political engagement.

The Fragility of Truth

Arendt highlights the fragility of truth, especially in political contexts
where power dynamics often lead to the suppression or distortion of facts.



She warns that once truth becomes malleable or subordinated to ideology, the
very basis of reality is threatened. This fragility contributes to the
erosion of democratic institutions and the rise of propaganda, making the
defense of truth an urgent political task.

Factual Truth versus Existential Truth

In Arendt’s framework, it is essential to differentiate between factual truth
and existential truth, two categories that illuminate different aspects of
reality and human experience. This duality enriches the understanding of
hannah arendt on truth by revealing how truth operates both in the realm of
objective facts and in the sphere of personal authenticity.

Factual Truth: Facts and Reality

Factual truth refers to verifiable facts and empirical realities that can be
demonstrated and corroborated. Arendt views factual truth as the foundation
of historical knowledge and scientific inquiry. Its preservation is vital to
a society’s ability to learn from the past and make informed decisions.
Without factual truth, history becomes unreliable and politics descends into
manipulation and deceit.

Existential Truth: Authenticity and Individual
Experience

Existential truth, by contrast, pertains to the individual’s authentic
experience and self-understanding. Arendt emphasizes that this form of truth
is not about objective facts but about being truthful to oneself and one’s
own existence. It involves acknowledging one’s own unique perspective and
acting with integrity. Both factual and existential truths are indispensable,
yet they operate in different dimensions of human life.

The Role of Truth in the Public Sphere

Arendt’s philosophy places significant emphasis on the role of truth within
the public sphere, where individuals come together to discuss, debate, and
deliberate on matters of common concern. She views the public realm as the
space where truth must be defended and articulated to enable genuine
political action and freedom.

Truth as a Foundation for Political Action

For Arendt, political action depends on a shared understanding of reality and
truth. Only when citizens agree on basic facts can they engage in meaningful
dialogue and collective decision-making. Truth serves as the groundwork for
trust, cooperation, and the legitimacy of political institutions. The erosion
of truth, therefore, compromises not only knowledge but also the very
capacity for political life.



The Public Sphere and the Danger of Lies

Arendt warns that the proliferation of lies and falsehoods in the public
sphere leads to confusion and cynicism. She famously analyzed how
totalitarian regimes systematically fabricated realities to control
populations. In democratic societies, the persistence of lies weakens public
discourse and threatens democratic values. Arendt calls for vigilance and
responsibility in preserving truth as a communal good.

Arendt’s Critique of Totalitarianism and
Falsehood

One of the most significant contributions of hannah arendt on truth is her
incisive critique of totalitarianism, which she links intrinsically to the
manipulation and destruction of truth. Her analysis reveals how totalitarian
regimes employ falsehood as a tool of domination, fundamentally altering the
relationship between reality and power.

Propaganda and the Construction of False Realities

Arendt demonstrates how totalitarian governments use propaganda to create
alternative realities that serve their ideological goals. By erasing factual
truth and replacing it with fabricated narratives, these regimes undermine
objective reality and make the population susceptible to manipulation. This
process disorients individuals and erodes their ability to resist oppression.

The Banality of Evil and the Denial of Truth

In her study of Adolf Eichmann, Arendt introduced the concept of the
“banality of evil,” highlighting how ordinary individuals participate in evil
acts through thoughtlessness and uncritical acceptance of official
narratives. This phenomenon is closely tied to the denial or disregard of
truth, where individuals abdicate moral responsibility by failing to question
falsehoods imposed by authority.

Contemporary Relevance of Hannah Arendt on
Truth

Hannah Arendt’s insights on truth remain profoundly relevant in today’s
political and social climate, where misinformation, “fake news,” and the
erosion of public trust pose significant challenges. Her work provides a
framework to understand and confront the crises of truth in modern
democracies.

Challenges of the Post-Truth Era

The contemporary “post-truth” era, characterized by widespread skepticism
towards facts and the rise of emotional appeals over evidence, echoes many of
the concerns Arendt raised. The deliberate spread of misinformation
undermines the foundations of rational discourse and democratic governance.



Arendt’s emphasis on the defense of truth offers guidance for resisting these
trends.

Strategies for Upholding Truth Today

Drawing on Arendt’s philosophy, several strategies emerge for preserving
truth in the public sphere:

e Promoting critical thinking and media literacy to empower citizens.
e Encouraging transparency and accountability in institutions.
e Fostering open and honest dialogue grounded in respect for facts.

e Recognizing the importance of both factual and existential truth in
public and private life.

e Resisting the normalization of lies and propaganda through vigilant
civic engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Hannah Arendt and why is her perspective on
truth significant?

Hannah Arendt was a 20th-century political theorist known for her analyses of
totalitarianism and the nature of power. Her perspective on truth is

significant because she explored how truth functions in political contexts,
especially under regimes that manipulate facts to control populations.

How did Hannah Arendt distinguish between 'truth' and
'facts'?

Arendt differentiated 'truth' as a philosophical and objective reality,
whereas 'facts' are empirical occurrences subject to interpretation and

manipulation. She emphasized that while facts can be distorted, truth holds
an immutable quality essential for political and moral Jjudgment.

What role does truth play in Hannah Arendt's concept
of politics?

In Arendt's view, truth is foundational for a functioning political sphere
because it enables honest discourse and accountability. Without truth,

political systems risk descending into propaganda and deception, undermining
democratic processes.

How did Hannah Arendt respond to the spread of 'fake



news' or propaganda?

Arendt analyzed propaganda as a tool used by totalitarian regimes to erode
objective reality and replace it with fabricated narratives. She warned that
propaganda disrupts the shared basis of truth necessary for public trust and
political freedom.

What is the significance of 'the banality of evil' in
Arendt's discussion of truth?

Arendt's concept of 'the banality of evil' highlights how ordinary
individuals can commit atrocities by failing to critically engage with truth
and moral responsibility. It underscores the danger of thoughtlessness and
the abandonment of truth in political life.

How does Hannah Arendt's philosophy address the
relationship between truth and freedom?

Arendt argued that freedom relies on the existence of a shared reality and
truthful communication. When truth is compromised, freedom diminishes because
individuals cannot make informed decisions or hold authorities accountable.

What insights did Hannah Arendt provide about the
crisis of truth in modern society?

Arendt observed that modern society faces a crisis of truth due to the
proliferation of misinformation and the erosion of common facts. She stressed
the importance of safeguarding factual truth to maintain a healthy public
sphere and democratic governance.

How can Hannah Arendt's ideas on truth inform
contemporary debates about misinformation?

Arendt's ideas suggest that combating misinformation requires a commitment to
factual accuracy and critical thinking. Her work encourages vigilance against
the manipulation of facts and highlights the necessity of truth for political
integrity and social trust.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

This foundational work explores the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th
century, focusing on the mechanisms of power, ideology, and propaganda.
Arendt examines how truth is manipulated under totalitarianism to serve
oppressive political ends. The book offers deep insights into the
relationship between factual truth and political lies.

2. Truth and Politics by Hannah Arendt

In this influential essay, Arendt discusses the tension between factual truth
and political truth. She argues that politics often operates in a realm where
facts are contested, leading to a dangerous erosion of shared reality. The
essay 1is a crucial resource for understanding Arendt’s views on truth in the
public sphere.



3. Between Past and Future: Eight Exercises in Political Thought by Hannah
Arendt

This collection of essays includes profound reflections on the nature of
truth, authority, and the role of history in political life. Arendt
challenges the reader to consider how truth can be preserved in times of
political upheaval. The essays collectively address the fragility of truth in
modern society.

4. Hannah Arendt and the Jewish Question by Liora Halperin

Halperin examines Arendt’s complex relationship with Jewish identity and
truth, especially in the context of the Holocaust and post-war politics. The
book delves into Arendt’s controversial positions and her efforts to confront
uncomfortable truths. It sheds light on how Arendt’s personal history shaped
her philosophical approach to truth.

5. The Human Condition by Hannah Arendt

This seminal text explores the fundamental aspects of human life, including
labor, work, and action, with an emphasis on how truth emerges through human
interaction. Arendt discusses the role of speech and narration in revealing
facts and establishing truth. The book remains a cornerstone for
understanding the public and private dimensions of truth.

6. Lying in Politics: Hannah Arendt’s Insights on Truth and Deception by
Jerome Kohn

This work analyzes Arendt’s thought on the pervasive role of lying in
political life. Kohn explores how Arendt distinguishes between falsehood and
lies, emphasizing the ethical implications of deception. The book offers a
contemporary application of Arendt’s theories on truth and politics.

7. Hannah Arendt and the Politics of Truth by Margaret Canovan

Canovan'’s book investigates Arendt’s contributions to political theory,
focusing specifically on her conception of truth and its importance for
democratic practice. The author highlights how Arendt’s ideas challenge
conventional notions of objectivity and relativism. This text is essential
for understanding Arendt’s enduring impact on political philosophy.

8. Truth in Politics: Hannah Arendt’s Legacy in the Age of Fake News by
Elisabeth Young-Bruehl

Young-Bruehl addresses the contemporary relevance of Arendt’s insights on
truth amidst the rise of misinformation and media manipulation. The book
discusses how Arendt’s work can inform modern debates about the nature of
truth in democratic societies. It serves as a bridge between historical
philosophy and current political challenges.

9. The Philosophy of Hannah Arendt: A Critical Introduction by Dana R. Villa
Villa provides an accessible overview of Arendt’s philosophical ideas, with
dedicated sections on her conceptions of truth and reality. The book places
Arendt’s thoughts within broader philosophical traditions while emphasizing
her unique contributions. It is a valuable resource for readers seeking a
comprehensive understanding of Arendt’s approach to truth.
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hannah arendt on truth: Hannah Arendt and Post-Truth Politics Samara Schmidt, 2025-09-11
Bachelor Thesis from the year 2025 in the subject Politics - General and Theories of International
Politics, grade: 1,1, Free University of Berlin (Otto-Suhr-Institut fur Politikwissenschaft), language:
English, abstract: The emergence of post-truth politics - a political culture in which emotional
appeals, subjective beliefs, and deliberate falsehoods overshadow objective facts - has
fundamentally challenged the foundations of liberal democracies. The destabilization of truth is not
merely a byproduct of the digital age or mass media manipulation but represents a deeper erosion of
trust in institutions and authority. In this context, the deliberate use of disinformation and the
fragmentation of the public sphere have heightened political polarization, making it increasingly
difficult to establish common ground. These developments call for theoretical frameworks to
diagnose and address this phenomenon. Hannah Arendt’s political philosophy offers precisely such a
framework. Her exploration of the fragile nature of factual truth, the role of organized lying in
reshaping public perception, and the significance of authority and the public sphere sheds light on
the dynamics of post-truth politics. Arendt’s reflections not only elucidate how the systematic denial
of truth destabilizes public trust but also demonstrate how this denial fractures the coherence of a
shared political reality, leaving societies vulnerable to manipulation and authoritarian tendencies.
This thesis argues that Arendt’s distinctions between factual and rational truth, her critique of the
loss of authority, and her conceptualization of the public sphere as a space for dialogue and plurality
offer an indispensable lens for understanding post-truth politics. It explores how contemporary
disinformation strategies parallel the mechanisms Arendt identified in totalitarian regimes, and how
these strategies contribute to democratic backsliding. It further examines how these ideas provide
insight into contemporary developments, such as the deliberate delegitimization of factual truth in
public discourse, exemplified by Donald Trump’s rhetoric on “fake news.” By engaging with Arendt’s
work conceptually, this thesis seeks to deepen our understanding of the underlying forces driving
post-truth politics and their implications for democratic stability.

hannah arendt on truth: On Lying and Politics Hannah Arendt, 2022-09-06 More urgent
than ever, two landmark essays by the legendary political theorist on the greatest threat to
democracy, gathered with a new introduction by David Bromwich “No one,” Hannah Arendt
observed, “has ever counted truthfulness as a political virtue.” But why do politicians lie? What is
the relationship between political lies and self-delusion? And how much organized deceit can a
democracy endure before it ceases to function? Fifty years ago, the century’s greatest political
theorist turned her focus to these essential questions in two seminal essays, brought together here
for the first time. Her conclusions, delivered in searching prose that crackles with insight and
intelligence, remain powerfully relevant, perhaps more so today than when they were written. In
“Truth and Politics,” Arendt explores the affinity between lying and politics, and reminds us that the
survival of factual truth depends on the testimony of credible witnesses and on an informed
citizenry. She shows how our shared sense of reality—the texture of facts in which we wrap our daily
lives—can be torn apart by organized lying, replaced with a fantasy world of airbrushed evidence
and doctored documents. In “Lying in Politics,” written in response to the release of the Pentagon
Papers, Arendt applies these insights to an analysis of American policy in Southeast Asia, arguing
that the real goal of the Vietnam War—and of the official lies used to justify it by successive
administrations—was nothing other than the burnishing of America’s image. In his introduction,
David Bromwich (American Breakdown: The Trump Years and How They Befell Us) engages with
Arendt’s essays in the context of her other writings and underscores their clarion call to take
seriously the ever-present threat to democracy posed by lying.

hannah arendt on truth: Truth and Democracy Jeremy Elkins, Andrew Norris, 2012-01-31
Political theorists Jeremy Elkins and Andrew Norris observe that American political culture is deeply
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ambivalent about truth. On the one hand, voices on both the left and right make confident appeals to
the truth of claims about the status of the market in public life and the role of scientific evidence and
argument in public life, human rights, and even religion. On the other hand, there is considerable
anxiety that such appeals threaten individualism and political plurality. This anxiety, Elkins and
Norris contend, has perhaps been greatest in the humanities and in political theory, where many
have responded by either rejecting or neglecting the whole topic of truth. The essays in this volume
question whether democratic politics requires discussion of truth and, if so, how truth should matter
to democratic politics. While individual essays approach the subject from different angles, the
volume as a whole suggests that the character of our politics depends in part on what kinds of
truthful inquiries it promotes and how it deals with various kinds of disputes about truth. The
contributors to the volume, including prominent political and legal theorists, philosophers, and
intellectual historians, argue that these are important political and not merely theoretical questions.

hannah arendt on truth: Truth and Governance William A. Galston, Tom G. Palmer,
2021-09-14 Taking the long view of conflicts between truth and political power What role does truth
play in government? In context of recent political discourse around the globe—and especially in the
United States—it is easy to believe that truth, in the form of indisputable facts, is a matter of debate.
But it's also important to remember that since ancient times, every religious and philosophical
tradition has wrestled with this question. In this volume, scholars representing ten
traditions—Western and Eastern, religious and secular—address the nature of truth and its role in
government. Among the questions they address: When is deception permissible, or even a good
thing? What remedies are necessary and useful when governments fail in their responsibilities to be
truthful? The authors consider the relationship between truth and governance in democracies, but
also in non-democratic regimes. Although democracy is distinctive in requiring truth as a
fundamental basis for governing, non-democratic forms of government also cannot do without truth
entirely. If ministers cannot give candid advice to rulers, the government's policies are likely to
proceed on false premises and therefore fail. If rulers do not speak truthfully to their people, trust
will erode. Each author in this book addresses a common set of issues: the nature of truth; the
morality of truth-telling; the nature of government, which shapes each tradition's understanding of
the relationship between governance and truth; the legitimacy and limits of regulating speech; and
remedies when truth becomes divorced from governance. Truth and Governance will open readers'
eyes to the variety of possible approaches to the relationship between truth and governance.
Readers will find views they thought self-evident challenged and will come away with a greater
understanding of the importance of truth and truth-telling, and of how to counter deliberate
deception.

hannah arendt on truth: Pragmatist Truth in the Post-Truth Age Sami Pihlstrom,
2021-09-23 Engages in a self-critical examination of the pragmatist conception of truth integrating
ethics, epistemology, and philosophy of religion.

hannah arendt on truth: The Global Community Yearbook of International Law and
Jurisprudence 2022 Giuliana Ziccardi Capaldo, 2023-09-05 The 2022 edition of The Global
Community Yearbook of International Law and Jurisprudence constitutes the only thorough annual
survey of major developments in international courts. General Editor Giuliana Ziccardi Capaldo
selects excerpts from important court opinions, supported by contributors who provide expert
guidance on those cases. The topical organization and subject index make the thorough,
comprehensive content easy to navigate.

hannah arendt on truth: Arendt, Kant, and the Enigma of Judgment Martin Blumenthal-Barby,
2022-10-15 A nuanced extrapolation of Hannah Arendt’s theory of judgment through her highly
provocative reading of Immanuel Kant More than a half century after it was first published, Hannah
Arendt’s Origins of Totalitarianism rose to the top of best-seller lists as readers grappled with the
triumph of Trumpism. Arendt, Kant, and the Enigma of Judgment directs our attention to her later
thought, the posthumously published and highly provocative Lectures on Kant’s Political Philosophy.
Martin Blumenthal-Barby puts this work in dialogue with Arendt’s other writings, including her



notes on Kant’s Critique of Judgment, to outline her own theory of judgment for the twentieth
century. In an era of post-truths and artificial intelligence, the idea that authentic judgment—for
example, the ability to distinguish right from wrong—is incommensurable with abstract, automated
processes lies at the center of Arendt’s late work and at the fore of our collective reckoning. Rather
than presenting us with a fixed account, Blumenthal-Barby suggests, Arendt’s drawing and
redrawing of conceptual distinctions is itself an enactment of judgment, a process that challenges
and complicates what she says at every turn. In so doing, Arendt, in thoroughly Kantian fashion,
establishes judgment as a performative category that can never be taught but only demonstrated. As
sharp as it is timely, this incisive book reminds us why a shared reality matters in a time of intense
political polarization and why the democratic project, vulnerable as it may appear today, crucially
depends on it.

hannah arendt on truth: The Humanities and the Dynamics of Inclusion Since World
War II David A. Hollinger, 2006-04-14 Publisher description

hannah arendt on truth: Philosophy of Exaggeration Alexander Garcia Diittmann, 2007-07-01
'Philosophy of Exaggeration' addresses the philosophical relevance of exaggeration & discusses key
thinkers including Adorno, Agamben, Arendt, Benjamin, Deleuze, Derrida, Freud, Kant, Hegel,
Levinas & Wittgenstein.

hannah arendt on truth: The Post-Truth Condition Tarun Jose Kattumana, Simon Truwant,
2024-06-19 The Post-Truth Condition: Philosophical Reflections, edited by Tarun Jose Kattumana and
Simon Truwant, demonstrates that the absence of a unitary understanding of the phenomenon of
post-truth stems from the complex nature of the “post-truth condition” itself. By approaching
post-truth as a broad and multi-layered societal issue, the contributors offer an original contribution
to the existing scholarship in three ways. First, they show that post-truth can only be adequately
understood if it is viewed not only as a political matter, but also as a pervasive cultural phenomenon.
Secondly, the contributors concur that a profound understanding of the post-truth condition can only
be gained if it is studied through a conceptual, empirical, and historical lens. Lastly, they maintain
that a productive understanding of the post-truth condition also demands a nuanced and
openminded take on both its negative, reactionary characteristics and its positive, liberating
potential. Throughout this volume, philosophy of history, epistemology, philosophy of science,
political philosophy, psychoanalysis, phenomenology, and philosophy of art join forces to clarify the
pervasive character, dangers, and opportunities of our post-truth condition.

hannah arendt on truth: The Bloomsbury Companion to Arendt Peter Gratton, Yasemin
Sari, 2020-10-01 Hannah Arendt's (1906-1975) writings, both in public magazines and in her
important books, are still widely studied today. She made original contributions in political thinking
that still astound readers and critics alike. The subject of several films and numerous books,
colloquia, and newspaper articles, Arendt remains a touchstone in innumerable debates about the
use of violence in politics, the responsibility one has under dictatorships and totalitarianism, and
how to combat the repetition of the horrors of the past. The Bloomsbury Companion to Arendt offers
the definitive guide to her writings and ideas, her influences and commentators, as well as the
reasons for her lasting significance, with 66 original essays taking up in accessible terms the myriad
ways in which one can take up her work and her continuing importance. These essays, written by an
international set of her best readers and commentators, provides a comprehensive coverage of her
life and the contexts in which her works were written. Special sections take up chapters on each of
her key writings, the reception of her work, and key ways she interpreted those who influenced her.
If one has come to Arendt from one of her essays on freedom, or from yet another bombastic account
of her writings on Adolph Eichmann, or as as student or professor working in the field of Arendt
studies, this book provides the ideal tool for thinking with and rediscovering one of the most
important intellectuals of the past century. But just as importantly, contributors advance the study of
Arendt into neglected areas, such as on science and ecology, to demonstrate her importance not just
to debates in which she was well known, but those touched off only after her death. Arendt's
approaches as well as her concrete claims about the political have much to offer given the current



ecological and refugee crises, among others. In sum, then, the Companion provides a tool for
thinking with Arendt, but also for showing just where those thinking with her can take her work
today.

hannah arendt on truth: Arendt's Judgment Jonathan Peter Schwartz, 2016-05-18 In
Arendt's Judgment, Jonathan Peter Schwartz explores the nature of human judgment, the subject of
the planned third volume of Hannah Arendt's The Life of the Mind, which was left unwritten at the
time of her death. Arguing that previous interpretations of Arendt failed to fully appreciate the
central place of judgment in her thought, Schwartz contends that understanding Arendt's ideas
requires not only interpreting her published work but also reconstructing her thinking from a
broader range of sources, including her various essays, lecture course notes, unpublished material,
and correspondence. When these sources are taken into account, it becomes clear that, for Arendt,
political judgment was the answer to the question of how human freedom could be realized in the
modern world. This new approach to understanding Arendt leads to what Schwartz argues are
original insights Arendt can teach us about the nature of politics beyond sovereignty and the role of
human agency in history. Above all, her novel understanding of the authentic nature and purpose of
political philosophy is finally revealed. Schwartz claims that in her theory of political judgment
Arendt presented a vision of political philosophy that is improved and deepened by the contributions
of ordinary, active citizens. Along with challenging previous interpretations, Arendt's Judgment
provides a roadmap to her published and unpublished work for scholars and students.

hannah arendt on truth: Religion, Science, and Democracy Lisa L. Stenmark, 2013-03-08
Despite the increasing popularity of “religion and science” as an academic discourse, the
intersection of science and religion remains a front line in an ongoing “culture war.” The reasons for
this lie in an approach to discourse that closely resembles the model of discourse promoted by John
Rawls, in which plural discourse —such as between religion and science— is based on a foundation
of shared beliefs and established facts. This leads to a “doctrines and discoveries” approach to the
relationship of religion and science, which focuses on their respective truth claims in an attempt to
find areas of agreement. This framework inherently privileges scientific perspectives, which actually
increases conflict between religion and science, and undermines public discourse by inserting
absolutes into it. To the extent that the science and religion discourse adopts this approach, it
inadvertently increases the conflict between religion and science and limits our ability to address
matters of public concern. This book suggests an alternative model for discourse, a disputational
friendship, based on the work of Hannah Arendt. This approach recognizes the role that authorities
—and thus religion and science— play in public life, but undermines any attempt to privilege a
particular authority, because it promotes the position of the storyteller, who never settles on a single
story but always seeks to incorporate many particular stories into her account. A disputational
friendship promotes storytelling not by seeking agreement, but by exploring areas of disagreement
in order to create the space for more conversations and to generate more stories and additional
interpretations. Successful discourse between religion and science is not measured by its ability to
determine “truth” or “fact,” but by its ability to continually expand the discourse and promote public
life and public judgment.

hannah arendt on truth: Governance in Dark Times Camilla Stivers, 2008 The darkness of
the threat of terrorism is immediate, but equally profound is the darkness of a lost public world,
observes Camilla Stivers in this reflection on the wide gulf between government and citizens. Stivers
explores the conjunction of these two kinds of dark times in the United States-an era of pervasive
fear and sense of vulnerability triggered by the terrorist attacks of September 11, and the darkness
brought on by the loss of a public space in which citizens openly discuss shared concerns. In this
contemplative book, she probes the extent to which the loss of public space makes us unable to face
the new challenges confronting our government. And because public administrators are the closest
level of government to ordinary citizens, these doubly dark times question the meaning of public
service. Stivers analyzes the search for truth and meaning in public service from Kant and Hobbes to
Arendt and Foucault, uncovering the philosophical assumptions supporting the current managerial



conception of governance. She proposes an alternative set that would enable public servants to
foster more constructive democratic institutions. The book concludes with a model for public service
ethics.

hannah arendt on truth: Public Space and Political Experience David Antonini, 2021-04-30
Contemporary politics is dominated by discussions of rights and liberties as the proper subjects
about which citizens should be concerned in the political sphere. In Public Space and Political
Experience: An Arendtian Interpretation, David Antonini argues that Hannah Arendt conceived of
politics differently and that her thought can help us retrieve a more authentic sense of politics as the
site where citizens can speak and act together about matters of shared concern. Antonini shows that
citizens can experience politics together if they approach it not as a realm where privately interested
individuals compete for their rights or liberties but instead as a space where plural human beings
come together as distinct yet equal creatures. Antonini argues that if we read Arendt as primarily
concerned with political experience, we can reimagine common political concepts such as freedom,
power, revolution, and civil disobedience. The book posits that politics should be considered a
fundamental form of human experience, one rooted in what Arendt refers to as the existential
condition of politics—human plurality. If plurality is the existential condition out of which our
political life emerges, we can enliven and reimagine the possibilities that political life can provide for
contemporary citizens.

hannah arendt on truth: Inconceivable Effects Martin Blumenthal-Barby, 2013-08-15 In
Inconceivable Effects, Martin Blumenthal-Barby reads theoretical, literary and cinematic works that
appear noteworthy for the ethical questions they raise. Via critical analysis of writers and
filmmakers whose projects have changed our ways of viewing the modern world—including Hannah
Arendt, Franz Kafka, Walter Benjamin, the directors of Germany in Autumn, and Heiner
Miiller—these essays furnish a cultural base for contemporary discussions of totalitarian domination,
lying and politics, the relation between law and body, the relation between law and justice, the
question of violence, and our ways of conceptualizing the human. A consideration of ethics is central
to the book, but ethics in a general, philosophical sense is not the primary subject here; instead,
Blumenthal-Barby suggests that whatever understanding of the ethical one has is always contingent
upon a particular mode of presentation (Darstellung), on particular aesthetic qualities and features
of media. Whatever there is to be said about ethics, it is always bound to certain forms of saying,
certain ways of telling, certain modes of narration. That modes of presentation differ across genres
and media goes without saying; that such differences are intimately linked with the question of the
ethical emerges with heightened urgency in this book.

hannah arendt on truth: The Illusion of the Free Press John Charney, 2018-01-11 This book
explores the relationship between truth and freedom in the free press. It argues that the relationship
is problematic because the free press implies a competition between plural ideas, whereas truth is
univocal. Based on this tension the book claims that the idea of a free press is premised on an
epistemological illusion. This illusion enables society to maintain that the world it perceives through
the press corresponds to the world as it actually exists, explaining why defenders of the free press
continue to rely on its capacity to discover the truth, despite economic conditions and technological
innovations undermining much of its independence. The book invites the reader to reconsider the
philosophical foundations, constitutional justifications, and structure and functions of the free press,
and whether the institution can, in fact, realise both freedom and truth. It will be of great interest to
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