
henry kissinger diplomacy

henry kissinger diplomacy represents one of the most influential and transformative approaches to
international relations in the 20th century. As a key architect of U.S. foreign policy during the Nixon
and Ford administrations, Kissinger's strategies redefined Cold War dynamics and shaped global
diplomacy. His approach combined realpolitik, strategic negotiations, and back-channel
communications to advance American interests while maintaining global stability. This article explores
the principles, methods, and lasting impact of Henry Kissinger diplomacy, examining its key
components and historical context. Additionally, the discussion includes Kissinger’s role in détente,
shuttle diplomacy, and the opening to China, highlighting how these initiatives embodied his
diplomatic philosophy. The following sections provide a detailed analysis of Henry Kissinger’s
diplomatic style and legacy.

The Foundations of Henry Kissinger Diplomacy

Key Diplomatic Strategies and Techniques

Major Diplomatic Achievements and Initiatives

Criticism and Controversies Surrounding Kissinger’s Diplomacy

Legacy and Influence on Modern Diplomacy

The Foundations of Henry Kissinger Diplomacy
The foundations of Henry Kissinger diplomacy rest on a realist view of international relations,
emphasizing power balance and pragmatic engagement over ideological confrontation. Kissinger’s
academic background in political science and international relations deeply influenced his diplomatic
style, focusing on state interests, national security, and strategic advantage. His approach reflected
the Cold War environment’s complexities, where rivalry between the United States and the Soviet
Union necessitated careful management of conflict risks.

Philosophical Underpinnings
Kissinger’s diplomacy was rooted in the principles of realpolitik, which prioritize practical
considerations and power dynamics above moral or ideological concerns. This philosophy advocated
for engaging adversaries when beneficial and using leverage to influence outcomes without
escalating tensions unnecessarily.

Influence of Historical Context
The Cold War’s bipolar structure shaped Kissinger’s diplomatic priorities. The threat of nuclear conflict
and proxy wars required innovative approaches to reduce hostility and maintain a strategic balance.
Kissinger’s understanding of historical power shifts also informed his emphasis on multipolarity and
regional stability.



Key Diplomatic Strategies and Techniques
Henry Kissinger diplomacy is characterized by several distinctive strategies and techniques that
contributed to its effectiveness and complexity. His ability to negotiate sensitive issues through
indirect communication channels and his use of calculated ambiguity are hallmarks of his diplomatic
toolbox.

Shuttle Diplomacy
Shuttle diplomacy involved Kissinger personally traveling between conflicting parties to negotiate
agreements without direct meetings. This method allowed for flexibility, discretion, and incremental
progress in tense situations, particularly in the Middle East.

Back-Channel Negotiations
Kissinger often used secret or unofficial communication channels to explore solutions away from
public scrutiny. These back channels facilitated candid discussions and helped bypass bureaucratic
obstacles.

Balance-of-Power Diplomacy
Maintaining a balance of power was central to Kissinger’s strategy, ensuring that no single state
dominated a region or the global order. This approach aimed to prevent conflicts by preserving
equilibrium among major powers.

Use of Diplomacy as a Tool of Realpolitik
Kissinger’s diplomacy leveraged political, military, and economic tools to achieve foreign policy goals.
By integrating diplomacy with intelligence and military strategy, he sought comprehensive solutions
to international challenges.

Major Diplomatic Achievements and Initiatives
Henry Kissinger diplomacy produced several landmark achievements that reshaped global relations
and demonstrated the effectiveness of his strategic approach. His initiatives often combined
negotiation finesse with geopolitical insight.

Détente with the Soviet Union
Kissinger played a pivotal role in the policy of détente, easing Cold War tensions through arms control
agreements such as the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) and increased diplomatic dialogue.
This initiative reduced the risk of nuclear confrontation and opened new channels of communication.

Opening Relations with China
One of Kissinger’s most significant diplomatic breakthroughs was orchestrating the secret
negotiations that led to President Nixon’s historic 1972 visit to China. This move altered the global
power landscape by creating a strategic counterbalance to the Soviet Union.



Middle East Peace Efforts
Through shuttle diplomacy, Kissinger facilitated disengagement agreements between Israel, Egypt,
and Syria following the Yom Kippur War. His efforts helped stabilize the region temporarily and laid
groundwork for future peace negotiations.

Vietnam War Negotiations
Kissinger was instrumental in negotiating the Paris Peace Accords, which aimed to end U.S.
involvement in Vietnam. Although controversial, these negotiations sought to achieve a ceasefire and
political settlement.

Criticism and Controversies Surrounding Kissinger’s
Diplomacy
Despite its successes, Henry Kissinger diplomacy has faced substantial criticism and controversy.
Critics argue that his realpolitik approach sometimes overlooked ethical considerations and human
rights implications.

Allegations of Support for Authoritarian Regimes
Kissinger’s policies have been criticized for supporting or enabling authoritarian governments and
military coups in countries like Chile, Argentina, and Indonesia. These actions raised moral questions
about U.S. foreign policy priorities.

Secrecy and Lack of Transparency
The use of back-channel negotiations and covert operations led to accusations of secrecy that
undermined democratic accountability. Critics contend that such methods sometimes bypassed
congressional oversight and public debate.

Consequences of Vietnam War Diplomacy
The prolonged conflict and its aftermath remain contentious, with debates about the effectiveness
and humanitarian impact of Kissinger’s diplomatic efforts in Southeast Asia.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Diplomacy
Henry Kissinger diplomacy continues to influence contemporary international relations and diplomatic
practice. His methods and strategic concepts are studied in academic and policy circles worldwide.

Enduring Concepts and Practices
Principles such as balance-of-power politics, shuttle diplomacy, and pragmatic negotiation remain
integral components of diplomatic strategy. Kissinger’s emphasis on flexibility and realpolitik informs
present-day foreign policy decisions.



Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy Framework
Kissinger’s tenure established precedents for how the United States engages with global powers,
balancing idealism with strategic necessity. His legacy shapes ongoing debates about America’s role
on the world stage.

Critique as a Cautionary Tale
The controversies associated with Kissinger’s diplomacy also serve as lessons about the ethical limits
of foreign policy and the importance of transparency and human rights considerations.

Realpolitik and Power Balance: Core to Kissinger’s diplomatic philosophy.1.

Innovative Negotiation Methods: Shuttle diplomacy and back-channel talks.2.

Historic Diplomatic Breakthroughs: Détente, China opening, Middle East peace efforts.3.

Controversial Ethical Implications: Support for authoritarian regimes and secrecy.4.

Lasting Influence: Shaping modern diplomacy and U.S. foreign policy practices.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Henry Kissinger best known for in diplomacy?
Henry Kissinger is best known for his role in shaping U.S. foreign policy during the 1970s, particularly
for his efforts in détente with the Soviet Union, opening relations with China, and negotiating the Paris
Peace Accords to end the Vietnam War.

How did Henry Kissinger influence U.S.-China relations?
Henry Kissinger played a pivotal role in opening diplomatic relations between the United States and
the People's Republic of China through his secret trip to China in 1971, which paved the way for
President Nixon's historic visit in 1972 and a strategic realignment in Cold War diplomacy.

What controversies surround Henry Kissinger's diplomatic
legacy?
Kissinger's diplomatic legacy is controversial due to his involvement in covert operations and support
for authoritarian regimes in countries like Chile, East Timor, and Cambodia, leading to debates about
ethics and human rights in his approach to realpolitik and diplomacy.

How did Henry Kissinger approach the concept of realpolitik



in his diplomacy?
Kissinger practiced realpolitik by prioritizing pragmatic and strategic interests over ideological
considerations, focusing on balance of power, negotiation, and maintaining U.S. influence globally,
even if it meant engaging with controversial regimes or making morally ambiguous decisions.

What impact did Henry Kissinger's diplomacy have on the
Cold War?
Kissinger's diplomacy contributed to a period of détente between the U.S. and the Soviet Union,
reducing tensions through arms control agreements and summits, while also strategically
maneuvering to exploit divisions among communist powers to enhance U.S. geopolitical position
during the Cold War.

Additional Resources
1. Diplomacy by Henry Kissinger
This seminal work by Henry Kissinger provides an in-depth analysis of international relations and the
art of diplomacy from the 17th century to the Cold War. Kissinger draws on his extensive experience
as a diplomat to explore how power, history, and negotiation shape global politics. The book offers
valuable insights into the strategies and complexities of diplomacy, making it essential reading for
students and practitioners alike.

2. On China by Henry Kissinger
In this book, Kissinger examines the history and philosophy behind China’s foreign policy and
diplomatic strategies. Drawing on his unique access to Chinese leaders during pivotal moments, he
provides a nuanced understanding of Sino-American relations. The book sheds light on how traditional
Chinese thought influences modern diplomacy and global power dynamics.

3. World Order by Henry Kissinger
Kissinger explores the concept of world order and the challenges it faces in the contemporary era. He
analyzes different regional perspectives and historical contexts to understand how global stability can
be maintained. The book offers a thoughtful assessment of diplomacy’s role in resolving conflicts and
shaping international norms.

4. The Trial of Henry Kissinger by Christopher Hitchens
This controversial and provocative book scrutinizes Kissinger’s diplomatic career, focusing on alleged
ethical and legal violations during his tenure. Hitchens presents a critical perspective on Kissinger’s
role in various international conflicts and covert operations. It serves as a counterpoint to more
favorable accounts of Kissinger’s diplomacy.

5. Kissinger: A Biography by Walter Isaacson
Walter Isaacson provides a comprehensive biography of Henry Kissinger, tracing his rise from a
refugee to one of the most influential diplomats of the 20th century. The book covers Kissinger’s key
diplomatic achievements and challenges, offering insights into his personality and decision-making
style. It balances admiration with critical analysis of his legacy.

6. Henry Kissinger and the American Century by Jeremi Suri
This book places Kissinger’s diplomacy within the broader context of American foreign policy during



the Cold War. Jeremi Suri explores how Kissinger helped shape the United States’ global role and the
strategic doctrines that defined the era. The work highlights the complexities and contradictions in
Kissinger’s approach to diplomacy.

7. White House Years by Henry Kissinger
An autobiographical account by Kissinger himself, this volume covers his time as National Security
Advisor and Secretary of State. It provides firsthand insights into the diplomatic negotiations and
crises that defined his tenure, including détente with the Soviet Union and opening relations with
China. The book is a valuable primary source for understanding Kissinger’s diplomatic philosophy.

8. Years of Upheaval by Henry Kissinger
This follow-up to *White House Years* continues Kissinger’s memoirs, detailing the turbulent period of
the mid-1970s. It covers major events such as the Vietnam War’s end, Middle East diplomacy, and
challenges within the Nixon and Ford administrations. Kissinger offers an insider’s view of the
complexities and demands of high-stakes diplomacy.

9. The Flawed Architect: Henry Kissinger and American Foreign Policy by Jussi Hanhimäki
Jussi Hanhimäki critically examines Kissinger’s impact on American foreign policy, arguing that while
he was a brilliant strategist, his legacy is marked by significant flaws. The book explores the moral
and practical consequences of his diplomatic decisions and their long-term effects. It presents a
balanced evaluation of Kissinger’s contributions and controversies in diplomacy.

Henry Kissinger Diplomacy
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  henry kissinger diplomacy: Diplomacy Henry Kissinger, 1994 Kissinger defines diplomacy
with an overview of his own interpretation of history and personal accounts of negotiations with
world leaders.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Diplomacy Henry A. Kissinger, 2002 Based on his own
experience, Kissinger's classic explains what diplomacy is, and why, historically, the man in the
street has always distrusted the whole idea.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Henry Kissinger Foreign Policy E-book Boxed Set Henry
Kissinger, 2013-09-24 This ebook boxed set includes the following 3 books by Henry Kissinger,
detailing America’s approach to foreign policy. Crisis: By drawing upon hitherto unpublished
transcripts of his telephone conversations during the Yom Kippur War (1973) and the last days of the
Vietnam War (1975), Henry Kissinger reveals what goes on behind the scenes at the highest levels in
a diplomatic crisis. Does America Need A Foreign Policy?: With a new afterword by the author that
addresses the situation in the aftermath of September 11, this thoughtful and important book,
written by America's most famous diplomatist, explains why we urgently need a new and coherent
foreign policy and what our foreign policy goals should be in this new millennium. In seven
accessible chapters, Kissinger provides a crystalline assessment of how the United States'
ascendancy as the world's dominant presence in the twentieth century may be effectively reconciled
with the urgent need in the twenty-first century to achieve a bold new world order. Diplomacy:
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Moving from a sweeping overview of history to blow-by-blow accounts of his negotiations with world
leaders, Henry Kissinger describes how the art of diplomacy has created the world in which we live,
and how America's approach to foreign affairs has always differed vastly from that of other nations.
This is vital reading for anyone concerned with the forces that have shaped our world today and will
impact upon it tomorrow.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: The Secret Conversations of Henry Kissinger Matti Golan,
1976
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Does America Need a Foreign Policy? Henry Kissinger,
2001-10-18 In this timely, thoughtful, and important book, at once far-seeing and brilliantly
readable, America's most famous diplomatist explains why we urgently need a new and coherent
foreign policy and what our foreign policy goals should be in the post-Cold War world of
globalization. Dr. Henry Kissinger covers the wide range of problems facing the United States at the
beginning of a new millennium and a new presidency, with particular attention to such hot spots as
Vladimir Putin's Russia, the new China, the globalized economy, and the demand for humanitarian
intervention. He challenges Americans to understand that our foreign policy must be built upon
America's permanent national interests, defining what these are, or should be, in the year 2001 and
for the foreseeable future. Here Dr. Kissinger shares with readers his insights into the foreign policy
problems and opportunities that confront the United States today, including the challenge to
conventional diplomacy posed by globalization, rapid capital movement, and instant communication;
the challenge of modernizing China; the impact of Russia's precipitous decline from superpower
status; the growing estrangement between the United States and Europe; the questions that arise
from making humanitarian intervention a part of the New Diplomacy; and the prospect that
America's transformation into the one remaining superpower and global leader may unite other
countries against presumed imperial ambitions. Viewing America's international position through
the immediate lens of policy choices rather than from the distant hindsight of historical analysis, Dr.
Kissinger takes an approach to the country's current role as the world's dominant power that offers
both an invaluable perspective on the state of the Union in global affairs and a careful, detailed
prescription on exactly how we must proceed. In seven accessible chapters, Does America Need a
Foreign Policy? provides a crystalline assessment of how the United States' ascendancy as the
world's dominant presence in the twentieth century may be effectively reconciled with the urgent
need in the twenty-first century to achieve a bold new world order. By examining America's present
and future relations with Russia, China, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Latin America, and Asia, in
conjunction with emerging concerns such as globalization, nuclear weapons proliferation, free trade,
and the planet's eroding natural environment, Dr. Kissinger lays out a compelling and
comprehensively drawn vision for American policy in approaching decades.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Kissinger on Kissinger Winston Lord, 2019-05-14
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Does America Need a Foreign Policy? Henry Kissinger, 2001
The former Secretary of State under Richard Nixon argues that a coherent foreign policy is essential
and lays out his own plan for getting the nation's international affairs in order.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Years of Renewal Henry Kissinger, 2011-06-21 The eagerly
awaited third and final volume of memoir from the best-known American diplomats of the twentieth
century—Henry Kissinger, a major figure in world history, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and
arguably one of the most brilliant minds ever placed at the service of American foreign policy, as
well as one of the shrewdest, best-informed, and most articulate men ever to occupy a position of
power in Washington. This is at once an important historical document and a brilliantly told
narrative of almost Shakespearean intensity, full of startling insights, unusual (and often unsparing)
candor, and a sweeping sense of history. Years of Renewal is the triumphant conclusion of a major
achievement and a book that will stand the test of time as a historical document of the first rank.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: World Order Henry Kissinger, 2014 Kissinger offers his analysis
of the twenty first century's ultimate challenge: how to build a shared international order in a world
of divergent historic perspectives, violent conflict, proliferating technology, and ideological



extremism.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Henry Kissinger Robert D. Schulzinger, 1989 Dissects Kissinger's
complex, often controversial political career, examining the triumphs and blunders of his shuttle
diplomacy, the negotiations to normalize relations with China, and other foreign policy decisions
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Leadership Henry Kissinger, 2022-07-05 The New York Times
bestseller Henry Kissinger, consummate diplomat and statesman, examines the strategies of six
great twentieth-century figures and brings to life a unifying theory of leadership and diplomacy “An
extraordinary book.” -The Wall Street Journal “A must read...His books - including this one - will
hopefully be read well into the future. Indeed our present and future leaders would benefit from
reading all of Kissinger's books. They are timeless. -The New York Journal of Books “Leaders,”
writes Henry Kissinger in this compelling book, “think and act at the intersection of two axes: the
first, between the past and the future; the second, between the abiding values and aspirations of
those they lead. They must balance what they know, which is necessarily drawn from the past, with
what they intuit about the future, which is inherently conjectural and uncertain. It is this intuitive
grasp of direction that enables leaders to set objectives and lay down a strategy.” In Leadership,
Kissinger analyses the lives of six extraordinary leaders - Konrad Adenauer, Charles de Gaulle,
Richard Nixon, Anwar Sadat, Lee Kuan Yew, and Margaret Thatcher - through the distinctive
strategies of statecraft that he believes they embodied. To each of these studies, Kissinger brings
historical perception, public experience and, because he knew each of the subjects and participated
in many of the events he describes, personal knowledge. Leadership is enriched by insights and
judgements that only Kissinger could make and concludes with his reflections on world order and
the indispensability of leadership today.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Kissinger on Kissinger Winston Lord, 2019-05-14 In a series of
riveting interviews, America's senior statesman discusses the challenges of directing foreign policy
during times of great global tension. As National Security Advisor to Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger
transformed America's approach to diplomacy with China, the USSR, Vietnam, and the Middle East,
laying the foundations for geopolitics as we know them today. Nearly fifty years later, escalating
tensions between the US, China, and Russia are threatening a swift return to the same diplomatic
game of tug-of-war that Kissinger played so masterfully. Kissinger on Kissinger is a series of
faithfully transcribed interviews conducted by the elder statesman's longtime associate, Winston
Lord, which captures Kissinger's thoughts on the specific challenges that he faced during his tenure
as NSA, his general advice on leadership and international relations, and stunning portraits of the
larger-than-life world leaders of the era. The result is a frank and well-informed overview of US
foreign policy in the first half of the 70s—essential reading for anyone hoping to understand
tomorrow's global challenges.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Does America Need a Foreign Policy? Henry Kissinger,
2003-04
  henry kissinger diplomacy: American Foreign Policy Henry Kissinger, 1949-04-01
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Kissinger and Latin America Stephen G. Rabe, 2020 This book
analyzes U.S. policies toward Latin America during a critical period of the Cold War when Henry
Kissinger was serving as national security advisor and secretary of state--
  henry kissinger diplomacy: On China Henry Kissinger, 2012-04-24 “Fascinating, shrewd . . .
The book deftly traces the rhythms and patterns of Chinese history.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New
York Times “No one can lay claim to so much influence on the shaping of foreign policy over the past
50 years as Henry Kissinger.” —The Financial Times In this sweeping and insightful history, Henry
Kissinger turns for the first time at book length to a country he has known intimately for decades
and whose modern relations with the West he helped shape. On China illuminates the inner
workings of Chinese diplomacy during such pivotal events as the initial encounters between China
and tight line modern European powers, the formation and breakdown of the Sino-Soviet alliance,
the Korean War, and Richard Nixon’s historic trip to Beijing. With a new final chapter on the
emerging superpower’s twenty-first-century role in global politics and economics, On China provides



historical perspective on Chinese foreign affairs from one of the premier statesmen of our time.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: The Flawed Architect Jussi M. Hanhimaki, 2004-09-09 Henry
Kissinger dominated American foreign relations like no other figure in recent history. He negotiated
an end to American involvement in the Vietnam War, opened relations with Communist China, and
orchestrated détente with the Soviet Union. Yet he is also the man behind the secret bombing of
Cambodia and policies leading to the overthrow of Chile's President Salvador Allende. Which is more
accurate, the picture of Kissinger the skilled diplomat or Kissinger the war criminal? In The Flawed
Architect, the first major reassessment of Kissinger in over a decade, historian Jussi Hanhimaki
paints a subtle, carefully composed portrait of America's most famous and infamous statesman.
Drawing on extensive research from newly declassified files, the author follows Kissinger from his
beginnings in the Nixon administration up to the current controversy fed by Christopher Hitchens
over whether Kissinger is a war criminal. Hanhimaki guides the reader through White House power
struggles and debates behind the Cambodia and Laos invasions, the search for a strategy in
Vietnam, the breakthrough with China, and the unfolding of Soviet-American detente. Here, too, are
many other international crises of the period--the Indo-Pakistani War, the Yom Kippur War, the
Angolan civil war--all set against the backdrop of Watergate. Along the way, Hanhimaki sheds light
on Kissinger's personal flaws--he was obsessed with secrecy and bureaucratic infighting in an
administration that self-destructed in its abuse of power--as well as his great strengths as a
diplomat. We see Kissinger negotiating, threatening and joking with virtually all of the key foreign
leaders of the 1970s, from Mao to Brezhnev and Anwar Sadat to Golda Meir. This well researched
account brings to life the complex nature of American foreign policymaking during the Kissinger
years. It will be the standard work on Kissinger for years to come.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: White House Years Henry Kissinger, 2011-05-24 One of the most
important books to come out of the Nixon Administration, the New York Times bestselling White
House Years covers Henry Kissinger’s first four years (1969–1973) as Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. Among the momentous events recounted in this first volume of Kissinger’s
timeless memoirs are his secret negotiations with the North Vietnamese in Paris to end the Vietnam
War, the Jordan crisis of 1970, the India-Pakistan war of 1971, his back-channel and face-to-face
negotiations with Soviet leaders to limit the nuclear arms race, his secret journey to China, and the
historic summit meetings in Moscow and Beijing in 1972. He covers major controversies of the
period, including events in Laos and Cambodia, his “peace is at hand” press conference and the
breakdown of talks with the North Vietnamese that led to the Christmas bombing in 1972.
Throughout, Kissinger presents candid portraits of world leaders, including Richard Nixon, Anwar
Sadat, Golda Meir, Jordan’s King Hussein, Leonid Brezhnev, Chairman Mao and Chou En-lai, Willy
Brandt, Charles de Gaulle, and many others. White House Years is Henry Kissinger’s invaluable and
lasting contribution to the history of this crucial time.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: Years of Upheaval Henry Kissinger, 2011-09-01 In Years of
Upheaval,Henry Kissinger recalls the turbulent years of the second administration of Richard Nixon,
which began in January 1973. Two momentous events and their consequences dominate this
account: the Watergate scandal, and the 1973 October war in the Middle East. The book opens at
the Western White House in August 1973, when Dr. Kissinger is told by the president during a
poolside conversation that he is to become Secretary of State. The memories that follow are a rich
compendium of his experiences in the months before and after the appointment: including an eerie
trip to Hanoi shortly after the Vietnam cease-fire; efforts to settle the war in Cambodia; the
tempestuous Year of Europe; two Nixon-Brezhnev summits and the controversy over détente. Dr.
Kissinger's dramatic, day-by-day account of how the Middle East war was transformed into the
beginning of peacemaking shapes the climactic chapters of the book, in counterpoint to the
worsening crisis at home, which culminated with Nixon's resignation. His frank portrait of Nixon's
last days in the White House is perhaps the most perceptive to date.
  henry kissinger diplomacy: World Order by Henry Kissinger - A 30-minute Instaread Summary
Instaread Summaries, 2014-10-15 PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary of the book and NOT the



original book. World Order by Henry Kissinger - A 30-minute Instaread Summary Inside this
Instaread Summary: • Overview of the entire book • Introduction to the important people in the
book • Summary and analysis of all the chapters in the book • Key Takeaways of the book • A
Reader's Perspective Preview of this summary: Chapter 1 In many early societies, order was created
and maintained by central leadership rather than through the self-rule of states. Leaders in China
and Islam fought for power. Other regions experienced chaos and frustration as they tried to
establish order. Europe uniquely allowed different regions within the whole to rule themselves.
Leaders felt this would allow their people to celebrate and balance their own interests. The fall of
the Roman Empire shattered the rules that Roman citizens had always lived by. Romans began to
focus on Christianity, which was governed by the government and the church. Charlemagne, Roman
emperor in 800, vowed to defend the church at all cost. The Empire disintegrated under his rule due
to several civil wars. The emperor of Rome was elected by princes in unfair elections, and there was
a constant struggle for power between the Pope and the emperor, making the concept of order seem
completely out of reach. Prince Charles of Habsburg became Holy Roman emperor after
Charlemagne. Charles focused on protecting and exalting the Roman Catholic Church. He was
unable to do so when Protestantism swept across the region. By the fifteenth century, European
explorers began traveling in search of wealth and fame. Soon, an increased focus on the individual
and reason rather than the Church spread through Europe. As the Thirty Years’ War raged on
between catholics and protestants, France appointed Cardinal de Richelieu as the chief minister of
France. Richelieu wanted to use the balance of power to help structure foreign policy. He believed
that the divisions within Europe were important and focused on centralizing France’s government to
maintain a balance of power...
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