hills like white elephants theme

hills like white elephants theme is a central focus in understanding Ernest Hemingway’s
renowned short story. This literary work explores complex themes through sparse dialogue
and symbolism, making it a compelling subject for literary analysis. The story revolves
around a conversation between a couple facing a critical decision, which implicitly
addresses issues such as communication, choice, and the consequences of those choices.
Analyzing the hills like white elephants theme reveals deeper insights into human
relationships and societal pressures. This article will delve into the major themes, including
symbolism, communication struggles, gender roles, and the broader existential questions
raised by the narrative. The exploration will reveal how Hemingway’s minimalist style
contributes to the story’s thematic depth. The following sections provide a structured
breakdown of these elements for a comprehensive understanding.

e Symbolism in Hills Like White Elephants
e Communication and Miscommunication
e Gender Roles and Power Dynamics

e Choice and Consequences

¢ Existential Themes and Human Condition

Symbolism in Hills Like White Elephants

Symbolism plays a crucial role in conveying the hills like white elephants theme, enriching
the narrative with layered meaning. Hemingway uses symbolic elements to represent the
characters’ inner conflicts and the broader themes of the story. The most prominent symbol
is the hills themselves, which the female character compares to white elephants. This
metaphor encapsulates the tension between beauty and burden, desire and responsibility.

The Hills as a Symbol

The hills symbolize both the physical and emotional landscape the couple navigates. Their
resemblance to white elephants suggests something rare but unwanted, reflecting the
ambiguous nature of the pregnancy discussed in the story. This symbolism evokes the idea
of a “white elephant” as an unwanted qift or burden, aligning with the underlying theme of
difficult choices.

The Setting and Its Symbolic Weight

The story’s setting—a train station between two lines—symbolizes a crossroads or a point



of decision. This geographical liminality mirrors the couple’s emotional and moral
uncertainty. The barren and fertile sides of the valley further enhance the symbolic contrast
between potential futures and lost opportunities.

¢ Hills as a metaphor for the unborn child
e Train station as a symbol of transition and decision

e Contrasting landscapes representing choice and consequence

Communication and Miscommunication

The hills like white elephants theme also encompasses the dynamics of communication
between the characters. Their conversation is marked by indirectness, avoidance, and
emotional distance, highlighting the challenges of expressing difficult truths. Hemingway’s
use of dialogue emphasizes what is left unsaid as much as what is spoken.

Indirect Dialogue and Its Effects

The couple’s dialogue is characterized by euphemisms and vague references, particularly
concerning the pregnancy. This indirect communication reflects their reluctance to confront
the issue openly, underscoring the theme of miscommunication. The lack of clarity creates
tension and ambiguity, inviting readers to interpret the subtext.

Emotional Distance and Isolation

The communication gap between the characters reveals emotional isolation despite their
physical proximity. Their inability to connect meaningfully illustrates the strain that difficult
decisions impose on relationships. This emotional distance is a key component of the hills
like white elephants theme, emphasizing the loneliness inherent in personal dilemmas.

¢ Use of euphemisms to avoid direct discussion
e Dialogue revealing power imbalances

e Silences and pauses as communicative tools

Gender Roles and Power Dynamics

The story explores the hills like white elephants theme through the lens of gender roles and



the power dynamics within the couple’s relationship. The interaction between the man and
the woman reflects broader societal attitudes toward gender, autonomy, and control.

Male Persuasion and Female Autonomy

The male character’s encouragement for the woman to have an abortion is framed as a
casual suggestion, yet it carries implicit pressure. This dynamic highlights the tension
between male persuasion and female autonomy. The story exposes the complexities of
reproductive choice within a patriarchal context.

Power Imbalance in the Relationship

The dialogue reveals subtle power imbalances, with the man appearing more dominant and
the woman more passive or uncertain. This imbalance contributes to the thematic
exploration of control and freedom, illustrating how personal decisions are influenced by
relational power structures.

e Societal expectations influencing gender behavior
e Implicit coercion versus explicit consent

e Impact of power dynamics on decision-making

Choice and Consequences

Central to the hills like white elephants theme is the concept of choice and its
accompanying consequences. The story’s tension arises from the couple’s differing views
on how to handle the pregnancy, representing a broader meditation on human decision-
making.

The Weight of Decision

The couple’s conversation encapsulates the emotional gravity of making irreversible
choices. The story’s minimalist narrative style reflects the complexity beneath the surface
of seemingly simple decisions, emphasizing the lasting impact of the choice at hand.

Ambiguity of Outcomes

Hemingway deliberately leaves the story’s resolution ambiguous, reinforcing the
uncertainty that accompanies difficult decisions. This open-endedness invites readers to
contemplate the possible consequences and moral implications, aligning with the story’s
thematic focus on the unpredictability of life.



e Abortion as a metaphor for broader life choices
e Emotional and relational consequences of choice

e Ambiguity enhancing thematic depth

Existential Themes and Human Condition

The hills like white elephants theme extends to existential questions about human
existence, freedom, and responsibility. The story serves as a microcosm of the human
condition, where individuals confront uncertainty and the burden of choice.

Existential Freedom and Responsibility

The characters embody the existential dilemma of freedom—the capacity to choose—and
the responsibility that accompanies it. Their conversation highlights the tension between
desire, fear, and obligation, illustrating existentialist concerns within the narrative
framework.

Reflection on Life’s Transience

The story’s setting and tone evoke a sense of transience and impermanence, mirroring the
fleeting nature of life and moments of decision. This aspect reinforces the hills like white
elephants theme by situating personal struggles within the broader context of human
existence.

e Human freedom as both empowering and burdensome
e Choices as defining moments of existence

e Life's impermanence reflected in the narrative setting

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Hills Like White Elephants'?

The main theme of 'Hills Like White Elephants' is the tension and communication between a
couple facing a difficult decision about abortion, highlighting themes of choice,
relationships, and miscommunication.



How does the setting contribute to the theme of 'Hills
Like White Elephants'?

The setting at a train station between two hills symbolizes a crossroads or decision point,
reinforcing the theme of choice and the uncertain future the couple faces.

What role does symbolism play in the theme of 'Hills
Like White Elephants'?

Symbolism is central to the story, with the 'white elephants' representing something
unwanted or burdensome, reflecting the pregnancy and the couple's differing views on it.

How does Hemingway explore the theme of
communication in the story?

Hemingway uses sparse dialogue and subtext to explore miscommunication and emotional
distance between the couple, emphasizing how they struggle to express their true feelings.

In what way does 'Hills Like White Elephants' address
the theme of choice and consequence?

The story presents the choice about abortion as a pivotal moment, showing how decisions
can affect relationships and individual lives, with the consequences left ambiguous.

How is the theme of gender roles depicted in 'Hills Like
White Elephants'?

The story subtly critiques traditional gender roles, illustrating the male character's pressure
and the female character's conflicted position regarding the decision about the pregnancy.

What does the theme of isolation reveal about the
characters in the story?

Isolation is depicted through the emotional and communicative distance between the
couple, highlighting their loneliness even when physically together.

How does the story's ending reinforce its central
themes?

The ambiguous ending underscores the unresolved nature of their conflict and the
complexity of their emotions, reinforcing themes of uncertainty, choice, and the fragility of
relationships.



Additional Resources

1. "The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck

This classic novel explores the struggles of the Joad family as they migrate from the Dust
Bowl region to California during the Great Depression. Themes of hardship, displacement,
and resilience resonate throughout the story. Like "Hills Like White Elephants," it delves
deeply into human relationships amid challenging circumstances.

2. "The Bell Jar" by Sylvia Plath

A semi-autobiographical novel that follows Esther Greenwood’s descent into mental illness.
The story captures the complexities of identity, societal expectations, and personal
freedom. Its introspective and psychologically rich narrative shares thematic depth with
"Hills Like White Elephants."

3. "A Good Man is Hard to Find" by Flannery O’Connor

This collection of Southern Gothic short stories explores themes of morality, grace, and
human nature. The stories often center on moments of intense emotional or moral conflict,
akin to the subtle tension in Hemingway’s work. O’Connor’s use of symbolism and dialogue
is particularly notable.

4. "Dubliners" by James Joyce

A collection of short stories depicting the everyday lives of Dublin’s residents. Joyce’s
stories, like "The Dead" and "Araby," focus on epiphanies and the intricacies of human
interaction and social paralysis. The understated style and exploration of communication
align with Hemingway'’s narrative approach.

5. "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin

This novel tells the story of Edna Pontellier’s struggle for self-discovery and independence
in a restrictive society. Themes of choice, freedom, and societal expectations are central to
the narrative. The book’s focus on a pivotal personal decision parallels the tension in "Hills
Like White Elephants."

6. "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" by James Thurber

A short story about a mild-mannered man who escapes his mundane life through vivid
daydreams. It explores themes of escapism, identity, and the contrast between reality and
fantasy. The subtle humor and exploration of inner conflict complement the style of
Hemingway'’s story.

7. "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" by Joyce Carol Oates

This short story centers on a young girl’s encounter with a mysterious and possibly
dangerous stranger. It delves into themes of vulnerability, control, and the loss of
innocence. The psychological tension and ambiguous ending echo the complexity found in
"Hills Like White Elephants."

8. "Cathedral" by Raymond Carver

A minimalist short story focusing on a man’s transformative experience while spending
time with a blind visitor. The narrative explores themes of perception, communication, and
human connection. Carver’s spare prose and focus on subtle emotional shifts resemble
Hemingway'’s storytelling style.

9. "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman



A short story that depicts a woman’s descent into madness while confined for rest cure
treatment. It addresses themes of gender roles, mental health, and oppression. The story’s
exploration of internal conflict and symbolic imagery complements the nuanced emotional
landscape of "Hills Like White Elephants."
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hills like white elephants theme: Revolutionizing English Education Clarice M. Moran,
2024-04-30 Artificial Intelligence, or Al, has seemingly burst into public consciousness with sudden
vigor. Previously relinquished to computer science journals, it erupted as the unrelenting topic of
public media with most of the furor surrounding chatbots, like ChatGPT. Although many educators
began worrying about the implications of Al in student learning and creative activity, this book will
demonstrate that Al can be harnessed as a source of inspiration and meaningful instruction. With an
emphasis on useful classroom strategies as well as a consideration of the ethics of Al, this book
seeks to start a conversation in this nascent area of research and practice. The primary focus is on
the use of Al in the secondary English classroom, but educators in other disciplines will find plenty
of ideas and information.

hills like white elephants theme: Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the Semiotics of Narrative
Ignasi Ribo, 2019-12-13 This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and
techniques of storytelling. It is intended as a high-school and college-level introduction to the central
concepts of narrative theory - concepts that will aid students in developing their competence not
only in analysing and interpreting short stories and novels, but also in writing them. This textbook
prioritises clarity over intricacy of theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark
on further study of literature, literary theory and creative writing. Building on a ‘semiotic model of
narrative,’ it is structured around the key elements of narratological theory, with chapters on plot,
setting, characterisation, and narration, as well as on language and theme - elements which are
underrepresented in existing textbooks on narrative theory. The chapter on language constitutes
essential reading for those students unfamiliar with rhetoric, while the chapter on theme draws
together significant perspectives from contemporary critical theory (including feminism and
postcolonialism). This textbook is engaging and easily navigable, with key concepts highlighted and
clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at the end of the book. Throughout
the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes from prominent theorists, and
instructive examples from classical and popular short stories and novels (such as Jane Austen’s Pride
and Prejudice, Franz Kafka’s ‘The Metamorphosis,” J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter, or Dostoyevsky’s
The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others). Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the Semiotics of
Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into a wider syllabus on narrative theory
and creative writing, or it can be used as a supplementary reference book for readers interested in
narrative fiction. The textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those
with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to English and Humanities
major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and written.

hills like white elephants theme: The Hemingway Short Story George Monteiro, 2017-03-23
Ernest Hemingway revolutionized the American short story, establishing himself as a master of
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realist fiction in the tradition of Guy de Mauppasant. Yet none of Hemingway's emulators has
succeeded in duplicating his understated, minimalist style. In his Iceberg Theory of fiction, only the
tip of the story is seen on the surface--the rest is submerged out of sight. This study surveys the
scope of Hemingway's mastery of the short story form, enabling a fuller understanding of such
works as Indian Camp, Big Two-Hearted River, The Killers, The Mother of a Queen, In Another
Country, Hills Like White Elephants, The Snows of Kilimanjaro, and The Mercenaries, among many
others. All 13 stories from his underrated Winner Take Nothing collection are evaluated in detail.

hills like white elephants theme: The Persistence of the Particular Dennis Wrong,
2017-07-12 Definitions of human beings as symbolic animals emphasize our capacity to form
theories and general laws that can be applied to common social experience. This is balanced by an
equally strong will to define events and conditions that are particular to specific times, places, and
individuals. In this volume, Dennis H. Wrong argues that the scientific standard of universal laws
and propositions has only limited relevance to human historical phenomena. Wrong identifies the
essential questions for social science as the place of nature and nurture in forming personality, the
sources of variation in human conduct and culture, the causes of deviations from social norms, how
human motivations are socially shaped and controlled to make society possible, and, finally, the
causes of social change. Because successive generations of thinkers have given varying answers to
these questions, no cumulative progress can be said to have occurred. Wrong argues that the unity
of theory and research sought by American sociologists cannot be obtained in social theory. In terms
of sociological practice, this has created a disparity between the canonical theories of Marx,
Durkheim, and Weber, and the empirically oriented methodologies of current social
research--especially questionnaires, fieldwork, and statistical research. Wrong attributes this
disparity to postmodern skepticism about the potential of the social sciences to create a body of
knowledge that might positively reshape human society. Between the large-scale theoretical
constructs of classical theory and the overly particularistic tendencies associated with
postmodernism, Wrong argues for a historically oriented approach emphasizing unforeseen,
accidental agents as a foundation for modestly conceived theories. Wrong emphasizes that the
capacity to avoid predictable, standardized responses, whether they are based on instinct or
ingrained habit, is the source of human creativity. Homo sapiens is as m

hills like white elephants theme: AMERICAN LITERATURE: A STUDY IN TRANSLATION
STRATEGIES DR. SACHIN SAMPATRAO SALUNKHE , 2021-08-02

hills like white elephants theme: Student Companion to Ernest Hemingway Lisa Tyler,
2001-09-30 The fully-lived, yet tragically ended life of Ernest Hemingway has attracted nearly as
much attention as his extensive canon of writings. This critical study introduces students to both the
man and his fiction, exploring how Hemingway confronted in his own life the same moral issues that
would later create thematic conflicts for the characters in his novels. In addition to the biographical
chapter which focuses on the pivotal events in Hemingway's personal life, a literary heritage chapter
overviews his professional developments, relating his distinctive style to his early years as a
journalist. With clear concise analysis, students are guided through all of Hemingway's major works
including The Sun Also Rises (1926), A Farewell to Arms (1929), For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940), and
The Old Man and the Sea (1952). Full chapters are also devoted to examining his collections of short
fiction, the African Stories, and the posthumous works. Each chapter carefully examines the major
literary components of Hemingway's fiction with plot synopsis, analysis of character development,
themes, settings, historical context, and stylistic features. Alternate critical readings are also given
for each of the full length works. An extensive bibliography citing all of Hemingway's writings as
well as biographical sources, general criticism, and contemporary reviews will help students
understand the scope of Hemingway's contributions to American Literature.

hills like white elephants theme: English Literature: A Comprehensive Guide Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-07-23 **English Literature: A Comprehensive Guide** is the ultimate resource for
anyone seeking to master the art of literary analysis. This comprehensive volume empowers you with
the knowledge and tools to unlock the depths of meaning and beauty found within literary works.



Whether you are a student embarking on your literary studies or an avid reader seeking to enhance
your appreciation of literature, this book serves as your indispensable companion. As we delve into
the pages of this guide, you will discover a wealth of insights into the fundamental elements of
literature. From characterization and setting to plot structure and symbolism, you will gain a
profound understanding of how these building blocks contribute to the creation of compelling and
meaningful narratives. With each chapter, you will embark on a deeper exploration of literary
techniques, unraveling the secrets of how authors craft their words to evoke emotions, convey
messages, and illuminate the human experience. Through close reading, critical analysis, and
personal interpretation, you will develop a discerning eye for identifying themes, motifs, and
symbols, unlocking the richness and complexity of literary works. Poetry, drama, and prose each
receive dedicated chapters in this guide, providing a comprehensive examination of their unique
characteristics and forms. You will discover the techniques employed by poets to create rhythm,
imagery, and metaphor, exploring the power of words to paint vivid pictures and convey profound
emotions. Drama is dissected, revealing the intricacies of character development, dialogue, and
stagecraft, shedding light on the ways in which plays bring stories to life on stage. Prose, in all its
forms, is analyzed, showcasing the techniques used to create compelling narratives, develop
characters, and establish setting and atmosphere. Finally, this book equips you with a toolkit of
essential literary analysis tools, empowering you to engage with texts on a deeper level. Annotation,
outlining, journaling, and note-taking are introduced as invaluable aids for understanding,
summarizing, and reflecting on literary experiences. Discussion is highlighted as a powerful means
of sharing insights, challenging perspectives, and fostering a deeper appreciation of literature. With
its comprehensive coverage, clear explanations, and engaging examples, **English Literature: A
Comprehensive Guide** is the ultimate resource for anyone seeking to master the art of literary
analysis. As you journey through this book, you will not only enhance your understanding of
literature but also cultivate a lifelong passion for the written word. If you like this book, write a
review!

hills like white elephants theme: Hemingway and Women Lawrence R. Broer, Gloria Holland,
2002-10-06 Moving from fiction to biography, the collection concludes with a group of essays about
the real women in Hemingway's life--those who cared for him, competed with him, and, ultimately,
helped to shape his art.

hills like white elephants theme: Reading, Learning, Teaching Margaret Atwood Paul Lee
Thomas, 2007 Literature that confronts our students' assumptions about the world and about text is
the lifeblood of English classes in American high schools and colleges. Margaret Atwood offers
works in a wide variety of genres that fulfill that need. This volume introduces readers, students, and
teachers to the life and works of Atwood while also suggesting a variety of ways in which her works
can become valuable additions to classroom experiences with literature and writing. Furthermore,
this volume confronts how and why we teach English through Atwood's writing.

hills like white elephants theme: Hemingway on Love Robert W. Lewis, 2014-08-04 Love
was a central theme of Ernest Hemingway’s major works. And although his passages on sexual love
and on romantic love may be widely remembered and frequently quoted, says Robert W. Lewis in
this scholarly and detailed consideration, Hemingway’s later work revealed his ultimate belief that
brotherly love was the supreme love of mankind. Eros, Hemingway concluded, was a neutral value,
neither good nor bad in itself, but yet capable of complementing agape in giving man pleasure. By
examining the forms and essences of the various kinds of love, Hemingway worked out an
explanation and tentative solution to the troubles of the human condition. The tradition of romantic
love that had prevailed in Western literature had challenged sexual love and brotherly love and had
been confused with them since the Middle Ages. Hemingway’s early work was destructive of
romantic love, says Lewis; the work of his middle career was crucial in his exploration for the
supreme love and the means to whatever peace and happiness man may achieve. By the time he
wrote The Old Man and the Sea, his ethic was formulated and he could write conclusively of the trial
and lesson of love in Western civilization in a way that reflected his discovery that true love must be



a reciprocal blend of eros and agape between man and woman, man and man, and man and his
world.

hills like white elephants theme: Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway Ernest Hemingway,
2014-05-22 Before he gained wide fame as a novelist, Ernest Hemingway established his literary
reputation with his short stories. This collection, The Short Stories, originally published in 1938, is
definitive. Among these forty-nine short stories are Hemingway's earliest efforts, written when he
was a young foreign correspondent in Paris, and such masterpieces as “Hills Like White Elephants,”
“The Killers,” “The Short, Happy Life of Francis Macomber,” and “The Snows of Kilimanjaro.” Set in
the varied landscapes of Spain, Africa, and the American Midwest, this collection traces the
development and maturation of Hemingway's distinct and revolutionary storytelling style—from the
plain, bald language of his first story, “Up in Michigan,” to the seamless prose and spare, eloquent
pathos of “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” to the expansive solitude of the Big Two-Hearted River
stories. These stories showcase the singular talent of a master, the most important American writer
of the twentieth century.

hills like white elephants theme: The Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway Ernest
Hemingway, 2017-07-18 Offers a selection of twenty-six short stories that includes famous classics
as well as rare and previously unpublished works and an essay on the art of the short story.

hills like white elephants theme: Grammar in Literature Susan Lavender, Stavroula Varella,
2022-06-02 This textbook familiarizes students with grammatical concepts of the English language
and develops skills to apply grammar to creative writing and the study of literature. Students take
an interactive 'learn-by-doing' approach to the mechanics of language and explore the creative uses
of grammar. Experimenting with their own linguistic and creative skills, they come to appreciate the
importance of language not only as a means of communication but also as an essential part of
creative practice and literary composition. This applied approach to learning about grammar will be
a valuable resource for students of English Literature and Creative Writing who may already be
good users of grammar but not fully aware of its significance for communication and creativity.

hills like white elephants theme: Online Teaching in the Digital Age Pat Swenson, Nancy
A. Taylor, 2012-01-18 The essential guide to teaching in a virtual environment Online Teaching in
the Digital Age provides educators with the essential knowledge needed to successfully develop and
teach an online course. Throughout this practical hands-on guide, the authors offer 15 years of
personal online teaching experience in language accessible to both the novice and advanced online
educator. Developed through theory and practice, the text shows educators how to take the
materials used in a traditional classroom and transfer them to a new virtual environment.
Additionally, it gives educators the confidence and skills needed to run real-time (synchronous) and
time-arranged (asynchronous) online discussions. Most reassuring of all, this book shows that few
traditional course elements need to change in order to start teaching online.

hills like white elephants theme: Writing Essays about Literature Kelley Griffith, 1998
Widely used in introductory literature courses as a style guide or as a supplement to anthologies,
this text provides students with valuable guidelines for interpreting literature and writing essays.
The text includes full-length selections as well as student essays.

hills like white elephants theme: Writing across Contexts Kathleen Blake Yancy, Liane
Robertson, Kara Tacsak, 2014-04-15 Addressing how composers transfer both knowledge about and
practices of writing, Writing across Contexts explores the grounding theory behind a specific
composition curriculum called Teaching for Transfer (TFT) and analyzes the efficacy of the
approach. Finding that TFT courses aid students in transfer in ways that other kinds of composition
courses do not, the authors demonstrate that the content of this curriculum, including its reflective
practice, provides a unique set of resources for students to call on and repurpose for new writing
tasks. The authors provide a brief historical review, give attention to current curricular efforts
designed to promote such transfer, and develop new insights into the role of prior knowledge in
students' ability to transfer writing knowledge and practice, presenting three models of how
students respond to and use new knowledge—assemblage, remix, and critical incident. A timely and



significant contribution to the field, Writing across Contexts will be of interest to graduate students,
composition scholars, WAC and writing-in-the-disciplines scholars, and writing program
administrators.

hills like white elephants theme: Writing across Contexts Kathleen Yancey, Liane
Robertson, Kara Taczak, 2014-05-15 Addressing how composers transfer both knowledge about and
practices of writing, Writing across Contexts explores the grounding theory behind a specific
composition curriculum called Teaching for Transfer (TFT) and analyzes the efficacy of the
approach. Finding that TFT courses aid students in transfer in ways that other kinds of composition
courses do not, the authors demonstrate that the content of this curriculum, including its reflective
practice, provides a unique set of resources for students to call on and repurpose for new writing
tasks. The authors provide a brief historical review, give attention to current curricular efforts
designed to promote such transfer, and develop new insights into the role of prior knowledge in
students' ability to transfer writing knowledge and practice, presenting three models of how
students respond to and use new knowledge—assemblage, remix, and critical incident. A timely and
significant contribution to the field, Writing across Contexts will be of interest to graduate students,
composition scholars, WAC and writing-in-the-disciplines scholars, and writing program
administrators.

hills like white elephants theme: Bloom's how to Write about Ernest Hemingway Kim
Becnel, 2009 Offers advice on writing essays about the works of author Ernest Hemingway and lists
sample topics from his novels and stories.

hills like white elephants theme: New Critical Approaches to the Short Stories of Ernest
Hemingway Jackson J. Benson, 2013-07-12 With an Overview by Paul Smith and a Checklist to
Hemingway Criticism, 1975-1990 New Critical Approaches to the Short Stories of Ernest
Hemingway is an all-new sequel to Benson'’s highly acclaimed 1975 book, which provided the first
comprehensive anthology of criticism of Ernest Hemingway’s masterful short stories. Since that time
the availability of Hemingway’s papers, coupled with new critical and theoretical approaches, has
enlivened and enlarged the field of American literary studies. This companion volume reflects
current scholarship and draws together essays that were either published during the past decade or
written for this collection. The contributors interpret a variety of individual stories from a number of
different critical points of view—from a Lacanian reading of Hemingway’s “After the Storm” to a
semiotic analysis of “A Very Short Story” to an historical-biographical analysis of “Old Man at the
Bridge.” In identifying the short story as one of Hemingway’s principal thematic and technical tools,
this volume reaffirms a focus on the short story as Hemingway’s best work. An overview essay
covers Hemingway criticism published since the last volume, and the bibliographical checklist to
Hemingway short fiction criticism, which covers 1975 to mid-1989, has doubled in size.
Contributors. Debra A. Moddelmog, Ben Stotzfus, Robert Scholes, Hubert Zapf, Susan F. Beegel,
Nina Baym, William Braasch Watson, Kenneth Lynn, Gerry Brenner, Steven K. Hoffman, E. R.
Hagemann, Robert W. Lewis, Wayne Kvam, George Monteiro, Scott Donaldson, Bernard Oldsey,
Warren Bennett, Kenneth G. Johnston, Richard McCann, Robert P. Weeks, Amberys R. Whittle,
Pamela Smiley, Jeffrey Meyers, Robert E. Fleming, David R. Johnson, Howard L. Hannum, Larry
Edgerton, William Adair, Alice Hall Petry, Lawrence H. Martin Jr., Paul Smith

hills like white elephants theme: Narrative Criticism of the New Testament James L.
Resseguie, 2022-10-25 Narrative criticism is a relatively recent development that applies literary
methods to the study of Scripture. James Resseguie suggests that this approach to reading the Bible
treats the text as a self-contained unit and avoids complications raised by other critical methods of
interpretation. Resseguie begins with an introductory chapter that surveys the methods of narrative
criticism and how they can be used to discover important nuances of meaning through what he
describes as a close reading of the text. He then devotes chapters to the principal rhetorical devices:
setting, point of view, character, rhetoric, plot, and reader. Readers will find here an accessible
introduction to the subject of narrative criticism and a richly rewarding approach to reading the
Bible.
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