
history of capitalism

history of capitalism traces the evolution of one of the most influential
economic systems in the world. Originating from early trade and market
practices, capitalism has undergone significant transformations through
various historical periods. This article explores the origins, development,
and key milestones that shaped the capitalist system. Important themes
include the rise of mercantilism, the Industrial Revolution, and the
expansion of global markets. Understanding the history of capitalism provides
insight into how modern economies operate and the societal changes that
accompanied economic growth. The discussion will also highlight critical
economic theories and notable figures who contributed to capitalist thought.
Below is a detailed exploration of the history of capitalism through its
defining eras and characteristics.

Origins of Capitalism

Mercantilism and Early Capitalism

The Industrial Revolution and Capitalist Expansion

19th and 20th Century Developments

Modern Capitalism and Globalization

Origins of Capitalism
The history of capitalism begins with the gradual transition from feudal
economies to market-oriented systems in late medieval Europe. Early
capitalist practices emerged through trade, the accumulation of wealth, and
the development of financial instruments. Key factors such as the growth of
towns, the rise of merchant classes, and advances in banking laid the
groundwork for capitalist economies. These early developments introduced
concepts of private ownership, profit motive, and investment that are central
to capitalism.

Pre-Modern Economic Practices
Before capitalism became dominant, societies operated largely on barter and
feudal obligations. However, merchants and traders began establishing
networks that facilitated the exchange of goods beyond local markets. This
period saw the use of money as a medium of exchange and the creation of
credit systems, which contributed to the emergence of commercial capitalism.



The Role of the Renaissance and Exploration
The Renaissance period stimulated economic activity by encouraging
innovation, commerce, and exploration. The Age of Discovery expanded European
trade routes to Asia, Africa, and the Americas, introducing new goods and
wealth to European markets. These developments increased capital accumulation
and investment opportunities, accelerating the shift toward capitalist
economies.

Mercantilism and Early Capitalism
Mercantilism was the dominant economic theory from the 16th to the 18th
century and played a crucial role in shaping early capitalist systems. It
emphasized state control over trade, accumulation of precious metals, and the
establishment of colonies to enhance national wealth. Mercantilist policies
promoted exports and limited imports to create favorable trade balances,
influencing the growth of capitalist enterprises.

Characteristics of Mercantilism
Mercantilism focused on:

Government regulation of the economy

Protectionist trade policies

Wealth measured by precious metals

Colonial expansion to secure resources and markets

These elements fostered the growth of merchant capitalism and laid the
foundation for later capitalist development.

Transition to Market Capitalism
Over time, mercantilist control gave way to more liberal economic ideas
advocating free markets and competition. The decline of feudalism and the
rise of private property rights encouraged individuals to engage in commerce
and investment independently of the state. This period marked the beginning
of market capitalism, where supply and demand dynamics increasingly
influenced economic activity.



The Industrial Revolution and Capitalist
Expansion
The Industrial Revolution, beginning in the late 18th century, was a turning
point in the history of capitalism. It introduced mechanized production,
technological innovation, and large-scale manufacturing, transforming
economies and societies. Capitalist principles such as investment in
machinery, labor specialization, and profit-driven enterprise became central
to this new industrial economy.

Technological Innovations
Key inventions like the steam engine, spinning jenny, and power loom
revolutionized production methods. These advancements increased productivity
and lowered costs, leading to the growth of factories and urbanization.
Capital accumulation and reinvestment fueled further industrial expansion,
deepening capitalist economic structures.

Social and Economic Impacts
The Industrial Revolution reshaped class structures and labor relations. A
new industrial working class emerged alongside a wealthy capitalist class
owning production means. This era witnessed significant social changes,
including increased urban migration and the rise of consumer culture. The
history of capitalism during this period also includes the development of
labor movements and early critiques of capitalist inequality.

19th and 20th Century Developments
The 19th and 20th centuries saw capitalism evolve in response to changing
political, social, and economic conditions. The rise of industrial capitalism
was accompanied by new economic theories, regulatory frameworks, and global
competition. This era also experienced economic crises, reforms, and the
expansion of financial markets.

Classical and Neoclassical Economic Theories
Economists such as Adam Smith, David Ricardo, and later Alfred Marshall
contributed foundational ideas about free markets, competition, and value
theory. Their work influenced capitalist policies and institutions, promoting
concepts like the invisible hand and laissez-faire economics. These theories
shaped the development and acceptance of capitalism worldwide.



Capitalism and Imperialism
Capitalist expansion during the 19th century was closely tied to imperialism.
Industrialized nations sought resources, markets, and investment
opportunities abroad, often through colonial domination. This period
intensified global economic integration and the spread of capitalist
dynamics, though it also generated significant political and social
conflicts.

The Great Depression and Capitalist Reforms
The economic collapse of the 1930s challenged unregulated capitalism. In
response, governments introduced reforms such as social safety nets, labor
protections, and financial regulations. These measures aimed to stabilize
capitalist economies and mitigate the adverse effects of market failures,
shaping modern mixed economies.

Modern Capitalism and Globalization
In the contemporary era, capitalism has become a global system characterized
by interconnected markets, multinational corporations, and technological
innovation. Globalization has expanded the reach of capitalist economies,
creating new opportunities and challenges. This period is marked by rapid
economic growth, financial integration, and evolving regulatory frameworks.

Characteristics of Modern Capitalism
Modern capitalism demonstrates:

Global supply chains and international trade

Advanced financial markets and investment vehicles

Technological innovation driving productivity

Corporate influence on policy and society

These factors have reshaped economic activity and contributed to both
prosperity and inequality worldwide.

Critiques and Adaptations
The history of capitalism includes ongoing debates about its social and
environmental impacts. Issues such as income disparity, labor rights, and
sustainability have prompted calls for reform and alternative economic



models. Recent developments focus on balancing capitalist growth with social
responsibility and environmental stewardship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of capitalism as an economic
system?
Capitalism originated in Europe during the late Middle Ages and early
Renaissance, evolving from mercantilism and feudal economies into a system
based on private ownership and market exchange.

How did the Industrial Revolution impact the
development of capitalism?
The Industrial Revolution accelerated capitalism by introducing mechanized
production, increasing productivity, creating factory systems, and expanding
markets, which led to the growth of industrial capitalism.

Who are some key thinkers associated with the
history of capitalism?
Key thinkers include Adam Smith, known as the father of modern capitalism;
Karl Marx, who critiqued capitalism; and Max Weber, who analyzed its cultural
and social aspects.

What role did colonialism play in the history of
capitalism?
Colonialism facilitated capitalism by providing raw materials, cheap labor,
and new markets for European capitalist economies, thus fueling industrial
growth and wealth accumulation in the colonial powers.

How did capitalism evolve during the 20th century?
In the 20th century, capitalism evolved with the rise of monopoly
corporations, state interventions like the New Deal, globalization, and the
development of neoliberal economic policies promoting free markets and
deregulation.

What is mercantilism and how does it relate to
capitalism?
Mercantilism was an economic theory and practice prevalent before capitalism,
focusing on state control of trade and accumulation of wealth through



colonies; it laid groundwork for capitalist trade and market expansion.

How has capitalism influenced social structures
throughout history?
Capitalism has reshaped social structures by creating new classes such as the
bourgeoisie and proletariat, influencing labor relations, social mobility,
and contributing to urbanization and changes in family dynamics.

What are some major criticisms of capitalism
throughout history?
Major criticisms include exploitation of workers, inequality, boom-and-bust
cycles, environmental degradation, and the concentration of wealth and power,
as highlighted by thinkers like Karl Marx and modern social critics.

Additional Resources
1. Capitalism and Slavery by Eric Williams
This seminal work explores the relationship between the rise of capitalism
and the transatlantic slave trade. Eric Williams argues that the profits from
slavery and the plantation economy were crucial in financing the Industrial
Revolution. The book challenges traditional narratives by linking economic
development directly to exploitation and colonialism.

2. The Wealth of Nations by Adam Smith
Published in 1776, this foundational text lays the groundwork for classical
economics and capitalism. Adam Smith discusses the division of labor, free
markets, and the "invisible hand" that guides economic prosperity. The book
remains a critical reference for understanding the principles that underpin
modern capitalist economies.

3. Capital in the Twenty-First Century by Thomas Piketty
Thomas Piketty analyzes wealth and income inequality through extensive
historical data, tracing trends from the 18th century to contemporary times.
He argues that capitalism naturally tends toward increasing inequality unless
checked by policy interventions. The book has sparked widespread debate on
economic policy and the future of capitalism.

4. The Age of Capital: 1848–1875 by Eric Hobsbawm
This volume in Hobsbawm’s trilogy covers the rise of industrial capitalism
and the expansion of global markets in the mid-19th century. It examines
political revolutions, economic transformations, and the social consequences
of capitalism’s growth. The book provides a comprehensive view of
capitalism’s consolidation during a crucial historical period.

5. The Great Transformation by Karl Polanyi
Polanyi explores the social and economic upheavals caused by the emergence of



market economies in the 19th century. He argues that the self-regulating
market is a myth and that unregulated capitalism leads to social dislocation.
This influential book highlights the tension between market forces and social
protections.

6. The Origins of Capitalism: A Longer View by Ellen Meiksins Wood
Wood challenges conventional narratives by tracing capitalism’s roots beyond
the Industrial Revolution to earlier social and political changes in medieval
Europe. She emphasizes the role of class relations and property rights in the
development of capitalism. The book offers a critical and nuanced
understanding of capitalism’s historical origins.

7. Empire of Cotton: A Global History by Sven Beckert
This global history traces the rise of cotton as a key commodity that shaped
the capitalist world economy. Beckert explores the interconnectedness of
slavery, industrialization, and imperialism. The book reveals how cotton
production and trade were central to the development and expansion of
capitalism.

8. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism by Max Weber
Weber examines how Protestant religious values, particularly Calvinism,
influenced the development of capitalist attitudes and behaviors. He argues
that the "spirit" of capitalism is linked to a cultural and religious
framework that values hard work and discipline. This classic sociological
work connects ideology with economic development.

9. Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century by Jeffry A.
Frieden
Frieden provides a comprehensive overview of the global evolution of
capitalism throughout the 20th century. He discusses major economic crises,
the rise of neoliberalism, and globalization’s impact on capitalist
economies. The book offers insights into how capitalism has adapted and
transformed in modern times.
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Adam Smith in Context -- The Capitalist Era. The Contours of Industrialization and Globalization
since 1800 -- From Ownership to Managerial Capitalism -- Financialization -- Work in Capitalism --
Market and State -- Analysis and Critique.
  history of capitalism: The Cambridge History of Capitalism: Volume 2, The Spread of
Capitalism: From 1848 to the Present Larry Neal, Jeffrey G. Williamson, 2014-01-23 The second
volume of The Cambridge History of Capitalism provides an authoritative reference on the spread
and impact of capitalism across the world, and the varieties of responses to it. Employing a wide
geographical coverage and strong comparative outlook, a team of leading scholars explore the
global consequences that capitalism has had for industry, agriculture, and trade, along with the
reactions by governments, firms, and markets. The authors consider how World War I halted the
initial spread of capitalism, but global capitalism arose again by the close of the twentieth century.
They explore how the responses of labor movements, compounded by the reactions by political
regimes, whether defensive or proactive, led to diverse military and welfare consequences.
Beneficial results eventually emerged, but the rise and spread of capitalism has not been easy or
smooth. This definitive volume will have widespread appeal amongst historians, economists, and
political scientists.
  history of capitalism: The History of Capitalism in Mexico Enrique Semo, 1993 What lies at the
center of the Mexican colonial experience? Should Mexican colonial society be construed as a
theoretical monolith, capitalist from its inception, or was it essentially feudal, as traditional
historiography viewed it? In this pathfinding study, Enrique Semo offers a fresh vision: that the
conflicting social formations of capitalism, feudalism, and tributary despotism provided the basic
dynamic of Mexico's social and economic development. Responding to questions raised by
contemporary Mexican society, Semo sees the origin of both backwardness and development not in
climate, race, or a heterogeneous set of unrelated traits, but rather in the historical interaction of
each social formation. In his analysis, Mexico's history is conceived as a succession of socioeconomic
formations, each growing within the womb of its predecessor. Semo sees the task of economic
history to analyze each of these formations and to construct models that will help us understand the
laws of its evolution. His premise is that economic history contributes to our understanding of the
present not by formulating universal laws, but by studying the laws of development and progression
of concrete economic systems. The History of Capitalism in Mexico opens with the Conquest and
concludes with the onset of the profound socioeconomic transformation of the last fifty years of the
colony, a period clearly representing the precapitalist phase of Mexican development. In the course
of his discussion, Semo addresses the role of dependency--an important theoretical innovation--and
introduces the concept of tributary despotism, relating it to the problems of Indian society and
economy. He also provides a novelexamination of the changing role of the church throughout
Mexican colonial history. The result is a comprehensive picture, which offers a provocative
alternative to the increasingly detailed and monographic approach that currently dominates the
writing of history. Originally published as Historia del capitalismo en Mexico in 1973, this classic
work is now available for the first time in English. It will be of interest to specialists in Mexican
colonial history, as well as to general readers.
  history of capitalism: The stages in the social history of capitalism Henri Pirenne,
2023-02-09 The term “capitalism” is generally applied to the system under which the instruments of
production are the property of private owners, who usually employ managers and manual workers to
carry out production by their means... A word first of all to indicate clearly the point of view which
characterizes the study. I shall not enter into the question of the formation of capital itself, that is, of
the sum total of the goods employed by their possessor to produce more goods at a profit. It is the
capitalist alone, the holder of capital, who will hold our attention. My purpose is simply to
characterize, for the various epochs of economic history, the nature of this capitalist and to search
for his origin. ABOUT THE AUTHOR Henri Pirenne (1862-1935) was a Belgian historian who made
significant contributions to the field of medieval history.
  history of capitalism: A History of Capitalism, 1500-1980 Michel Beaud, 2001-06 To put



the current crisis of capitalism the third major one according to him in historical perspective, Beaud
(economics, U. of Paris VIII-Vincennes) reviews the development of the economic relation over the
past five centuries. He focuses on such questions as the formation of political economy, cap
  history of capitalism: American Capitalism Louis Hyman, Edward E. Baptist, 2014-09-02
From Cornell University Professors Louis Hyman and Edward E. Baptist, a collection of the most
relevant readings on the history of capitalism in America, created to accompany their EdX course
American Capitalism: A Reader. To understand the past and especially our own times, arguably no
story is as essential to get right as the history of capitalism. Nearly all of our theories about
promoting progress come from how we interpret the economic changes of the last 500 years. This
past decade’s crises continue to remind us just how much capitalism changes, even as basic features
like wage labor, financial markets, private property, and entrepreneurs endure. While capitalism has
a global history, the United States plays a special role in that story. American Capitalism: A Reader
will help you to understand how the United States became the world’s leading economic power,
while revealing essential lessons about what has been and what will be possible in capitalism’s
ongoing revolution. Combining a wealth of essential readings, introductions by Professors Baptist
and Hyman, and questions to help guide readers through the materials and broader subject, this
course reader will prepare students to think critically about the history of capitalism in America.
  history of capitalism: A History of Capitalism, 1500-2000 Michel Beaud, 2004 The
Conquest Of The Americas Inaugurated The Slow Accumulation Of Resources And The Imperceptible
Structural Transformations That Culminated In The Industrial Revolution. From That Moment On,
Capitalism Grew And Expanded With A Dynamism And Adaptability Even Profiting From Wars And
Managing To Rebound After A Series Of Devastating Economic Crises.In This Highly-Anticipated
Updated Edition, Michel Beaud Extends One Of The Major Strengths Of The Original: The
Interweaving Of Social, Political, And Economic Factors In The Context Of History Which Has Been
Simultaneously Economic And Political And Ideological; Simultaneously National And Multinational;
Simultaneously Liberating And Oppressive, Destructive And Creative. .Beaud Provides An Analysis
Of The Developments Of Capitalism In The Last Twenty Years, Including Globalization, The
Accelerating Speed Of Capital Transfer, And The Collapse Of The Soviet Empire And The
Subsequent Absorption Of Its Population Into The World Market, To Whose Benefit, And At Whose
Expense.
  history of capitalism: The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism Joyce Appleby,
2011-03-07 The unlikely development of a potent historical force, told with grace, insight, and
authority by one of our best historians. With its deep roots and global scope, the capitalist system
provides the framework for our lives. It is a framework of constant change, sometimes measured and
predictable, sometimes drastic and out of control. Yet what is now ubiquitous was not always so.
Capitalism took shape centuries ago, starting with a handful of isolated changes in farming, trade,
and manufacturing, clustered in early-modern England. Astute observers began to notice these
changes and consider their effects. Those in power began to harness these new practices to the
state, enhancing both. A system generating wealth, power, and new ideas arose to reshape societies
in a constant surge of change. The centuries-long history of capitalism is rich and eventful.
Approaching capitalism as a culture, as important for its ideas and values as for its inventions and
systems, Joyce Appleby gives us a fascinating introduction to this most potent creation of mankind
from its origins to now.
  history of capitalism: Capitalism's Sexual History Nicola J. Smith, 2020-08-27 Sexuality is
often understood to be uniquely private and intimate--something that can and should be protected
from capitalism's influence. This book argues, in contrast, that the histories of capitalism and
sexuality are closely intertwined. Integral to this story has been the illusion that economic and
sexual practices are tied to fundamentally different realms. Focusing on the history of sex work in
Britain, the book shows that capitalism has long needed the construction of artificial boundaries
around sex and work in order to extract profit from sexual labor, both paid and unpaid.
  history of capitalism: Capitalism Jürgen Kocka, Marcel van der Linden, 2016-08-25 Capitalism



has been a controversial concept. In the second half of the 20th century, many historians have either
not used the concept at all, or only in passing. Many regarded the term as too broad, holistic and
vague or too value-loaded, ideological and polemic. This volume brings together leading scholars to
explore why the term has recently experienced a comeback and assess how useful the term can be in
application to social and economic history. The contributors discuss whether and how the history of
capitalism enables us to ask new questions, further explore unexhausted sources and discover new
connections between previously unrelated phenomena. The chapters address case studies drawn
from around the world, giving attention to Europe, Africa and beyond. This is a timely reassessment
of a crucial concept, which will be of great interest to scholars and students of economic history.
  history of capitalism: Ages of American Capitalism Jonathan Levy, 2021-04-20 A leading
economic historian traces the evolution of American capitalism from the colonial era to the
present—and argues that we’ve reached a turning point that will define the era ahead. “A
monumental achievement, sure to become a classic.”—Zachary D. Carter, author of The Price of
Peace In this ambitious single-volume history of the United States, economic historian Jonathan Levy
reveals how capitalism in America has evolved through four distinct ages and how the country’s
economic evolution is inseparable from the nature of American life itself. The Age of Commerce
spans the colonial era through the outbreak of the Civil War, and the Age of Capital traces the
lasting impact of the industrial revolution. The volatility of the Age of Capital ultimately led to the
Great Depression, which sparked the Age of Control, during which the government took on a more
active role in the economy, and finally, in the Age of Chaos, deregulation and the growth of the
finance industry created a booming economy for some but also striking inequalities and a lack of
oversight that led directly to the crash of 2008. In Ages of American Capitalism, Levy proves that
capitalism in the United States has never been just one thing. Instead, it has morphed through the
country’s history—and it’s likely changing again right now. “A stunning accomplishment . . . an
indispensable guide to understanding American history—and what’s happening in today’s
economy.”—Christian Science Monitor “The best one-volume history of American capitalism.”—Sven
Beckert, author of Empire of Cotton
  history of capitalism: The Quintessence of Capitalism Werner Sombart, 1915
  history of capitalism: The Stages in the Social History of Capitalism Henri Pirenne, 2023-10-04
Henri Pirenne's 'The Stages in the Social History of Capitalism' is a seminal work that delves deep
into the evolution of capitalism throughout history. Pirenne's meticulous research and scholarly
approach provide a detailed examination of the different stages of capitalism, from its origins to its
modern manifestations. Through a combination of economic analysis and historical evidence,
Pirenne offers a comprehensive view of how capitalism has shaped our societies. His engaging
writing style and interdisciplinary approach make this book a valuable resource for anyone
interested in the intersection of economics and history. Pirenne's work is not only significant for its
content but also for its contributions to the field of economic history. As a renowned historian and
economist, Pirenne's expertise shines through in this comprehensive study, which offers a fresh
perspective on the development of capitalism. 'The Stages in the Social History of Capitalism' is a
must-read for academics, students, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the economic
forces that have shaped our world.
  history of capitalism: The Origin of Capitalism Ellen Meiksins Wood, 1999-03-01 Few
questions of history have as many contemporary political implications as this deceptively simple one:
how did capitalism come to be? In this clarifying work, Ellen Meiksins Wood refutes most existing
accounts of the origin of capitalism, which, she argues, fail to recognize capitalism's distinctive
attributes as a social system, making it seem a culmination of a natural human inclination to sell and
buy. Wood begins with searching assessments of classical thinkers ranging from Adam Smith to Max
Weber. She then explores the great Marxist debates among writers such as Paul Sweezy, Maurice
Dobb, Robert Brenner, Perry Anderson, and E. P. Thompson. She concludes with her own account of
capitalism's agrarian origin, challenging the association of capitalism with cities, the identification of
capitalist with bourgeois, and conceptions of modernity and postmodernity derived from those



assumptions. Only with a proper understanding of capitalism's beginning, Wood concludes, can we
imagine the possibility of it ending.
  history of capitalism: American Capitalism Sven Beckert, Christine Desan, 2019-08-06
American Capitalism presents cutting-edge research that makes capitalism a subject of historical
inquiry. Venturing new angles on finance, debt, and credit; women's rights; slavery and political
economy; labor; the racialization of capitalism; and the production of knowledge, it demonstrates the
breadth and scope of the new history of capitalism.
  history of capitalism: A Marxist History of Capitalism Henry Heller, 2018-07-30 Henry
Heller's short account of the history of capitalism combines Marx's economic and political thought
with contemporary scholarship to shed light on the current capitalist crisis. It argues that capitalism
is an evolving mode of production that has now outgrown its institutional and political limits. The
book provides an overview of the different historical stages of capitalism, underpinned by accessible
discussions of its theoretical foundations. Heller shows that capitalism has always been a
double-edged sword, on one hand advancing humanity, and on the other harming traditional
societies and our natural environment. He makes the case that capitalism has now become
self-destructive, and that our current era of neoliberalism may trigger a transition to a democratic
and ecologically aware form of socialism.
  history of capitalism: History of Capitalism IntroBooks, 2019-12-10 Humankind has evolved
in many ways. The basic reason for this evolution has been the non-stop urge for more. Innovation
has helped humankind to facilitate living and increase the standard of living too. Capitalism has
served the same purpose. It was by the way of capitalism that a major part of the population was
able to earn higher wages and increase the standard of living. Capitalism has a long history. This
history has some positives and some negatives based on the viewpoints of the various sections of the
society. Capitalism benefited the lower class by increasing their incomes, but at the same time, it
reduced the power of the upper class and the state. The benefits that could be enjoyed only by the
landed gentry were now also being enjoyed by the poor and the landless. There were rebellions and
resentments among both the sections, but still, capitalism has emerged as a major economic system
and it has been followed till date in many of the economies. Capitalism took many forms and has
evolved itself.
  history of capitalism: A Companion to American Women's History Nancy A. Hewitt, Anne
M. Valk, 2020-10-21 The most important collection of essays on American Women's History This
collection incorporates the most influential and groundbreaking scholarship in the area of American
women's history, featuring twenty-three original essays on critical themes and topics. It assesses the
past thirty years of scholarship, capturing the ways that women's historians confront issues of race,
class, gender, and sexuality. This second edition updates essays related to Indigenous women,
slavery, the American Revolution, Civil War, the West, activism, labor, popular culture, civil rights,
and feminism. It also includes a discussion of laws, capitalism, gender identity and transgender
experience, welfare, reproductive politics, oral history, as well as an exploration of the perspectives
of free Blacks and migrants and refugees. Spanning from the 15th through the 21st centuries,
chapters show how historians of women, gender, and sexuality have challenged established
chronologies and advanced new understandings of America's political, economic, intellectual and
social history. This edition also features a new essay on the history of women's suffrage to coincide
with the 100th anniversary of passage of the 19th Amendment, as well as a new article that carries
issues of women, gender and sexuality into the 21st century. Includes twenty-three original essays
by leading scholars in American women's, gender and sexuality history Highlights the most recent
scholarship on the key debates and future directions of this popular and contemporary field
Substantially updates the first edition with new authors and topics that represent the expanding
fields of women, gender, and sexuality Engages issues of race, ethnicity, region, and class as they
shape and are shaped by women's and gender history Covers the breadth of American Women's
history, including Native women, colonial law and religion, slavery and freedom, women's activism,
work and welfare, culture and capitalism, the state, feminism, digital and oral history, and more A



Companion to American Women's History, Second Edition is an ideal book for advanced
undergraduates and graduate students studying American/U.S. women's history, history of gender
and sexuality, and African American women's history. It will also appeal to scholars of these areas at
all levels, as well as public historians working in museums, archives, and historic sites.
  history of capitalism: American Colossus H. W. Brands, 2011-10-04 From the two-time
Pulitzer Prize finalist, bestselling historian, and author of Our First Civil War: a first-rate narrative
history (The New York Times) that brilliantly portrays the emergence, in a remarkably short time, of
a recognizably modern America. American Colossus captures the decades between the Civil War and
the turn of the twentieth century, when a few breathtakingly wealthy businessmen transformed the
United States from an agrarian economy to a world power. From the first Pennsylvania oil gushers
to the rise of Chicago skyscrapers, this spellbinding narrative shows how men like Morgan,
Carnegie, and Rockefeller ushered in a new era of unbridled capitalism. In the end America achieved
unimaginable wealth, but not without cost to its traditional democratic values.
  history of capitalism: The Present as History Paul Marlor Sweezy, 1953
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