
history of contemporary art

history of contemporary art explores the dynamic and diverse developments in visual arts from
the late 19th century to the present day. This field captures the evolution of artistic expression
reflecting social, political, and technological changes over time. Contemporary art history
encompasses a variety of movements and styles, including abstraction, conceptual art, and
postmodernism, each contributing unique perspectives and techniques. Understanding the history of
contemporary art requires examining influential artists, critical exhibitions, and theoretical
frameworks that have shaped its trajectory. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the
major periods, key figures, and defining characteristics of contemporary art. The discussion will also
highlight cultural contexts and the global expansion of artistic practices. Following this introduction, a
detailed table of contents will guide the exploration of the essential themes and milestones in the
history of contemporary art.

Origins and Early Developments

Modernism and Its Impact

Postmodernism and Contemporary Practices

Globalization and Diversity in Contemporary Art

Technological Advances and New Media

Origins and Early Developments
The history of contemporary art begins in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a period marked by
rapid industrialization and social change. Artists started to break away from traditional academic
painting and sculpture, exploring new forms and ideas. This era laid the groundwork for many avant-
garde movements that challenged conventional aesthetics and narratives. Early developments
included Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, and Symbolism, which emphasized personal expression
and experimental techniques. The tension between realism and abstraction became a defining
feature of the period, influencing subsequent artistic directions.

Impressionism and Post-Impressionism
Impressionism emerged in the 1870s as a radical departure from classical art, focusing on light, color,
and everyday scenes. Artists like Claude Monet and Edgar Degas captured fleeting moments with
loose brushwork and open compositions. Post-Impressionists such as Vincent van Gogh and Paul
Cézanne expanded on these ideas, introducing emotional intensity and structural innovation. Their
work paved the way for abstraction and expressionism, key elements in the history of contemporary
art.



Early Avant-Garde Movements
The early 20th century witnessed the rise of avant-garde movements that sought to redefine art’s
purpose and form. Fauvism, Cubism, and Futurism rejected naturalistic representation in favor of bold
colors, fragmented forms, and dynamic compositions. These styles reflected the rapidly changing
modern world and influenced many artists who would later be central figures in contemporary art
history.

Modernism and Its Impact
Modernism represents a significant phase in the history of contemporary art, characterized by a
deliberate break from traditional forms and an embrace of innovation. Spanning from the early to
mid-20th century, modernism emphasized experimentation in both technique and subject matter. It
introduced abstraction as a dominant mode of expression and questioned the role of art in society.
Key movements within modernism include Abstract Expressionism, Surrealism, and Minimalism, each
contributing distinct philosophies and aesthetics.

Abstract Expressionism
Emerging in the 1940s and 1950s, Abstract Expressionism marked the first American movement to
gain international prominence. Artists such as Jackson Pollock and Mark Rothko focused on
spontaneous, gestural painting and color fields to convey emotion and subconscious states. This
movement underscored the artist’s individual experience and became a cornerstone in the history of
contemporary art’s global development.

Surrealism and Its Influence
Surrealism, rooted in the exploration of dreams and the unconscious, challenged rationality and
traditional narratives. Founded in the 1920s by André Breton, it influenced many contemporary artists
who sought to disrupt established norms and embrace imaginative freedom. Surrealist techniques
and themes continue to resonate within contemporary art practices.

Minimalism and Conceptual Art
The 1960s brought Minimalism and Conceptual Art, which shifted focus from emotional expression to
ideas and forms stripped to their essentials. Minimalists like Donald Judd emphasized simplicity and
objecthood, while conceptual artists prioritized the concept over the aesthetic object. These
movements questioned what constitutes art, expanding the boundaries of artistic creation.

Postmodernism and Contemporary Practices
Postmodernism arose in the late 20th century as a reaction against modernist ideals, embracing
plurality, irony, and cultural critique. This period in the history of contemporary art is marked by a
skepticism toward grand narratives and an openness to diverse media and approaches. Postmodern



artists often blend styles and reference popular culture, challenging distinctions between high and low
art. The development of installation art, performance, and appropriation techniques exemplify this
era’s innovation.

Pluralism and Eclecticism
Postmodern art is characterized by pluralism, where multiple styles and viewpoints coexist. This
eclecticism reflects the complex social and cultural realities of the late 20th century, including
globalization and multiculturalism. Artists freely mix historical references, media, and genres to
create layered and provocative works.

Installation and Performance Art
Installation and performance art expanded the definition of art beyond traditional objects.
Installations create immersive environments, while performance art emphasizes action and
temporality. Both forms engage viewers in novel ways and have become central to contemporary
art’s expressive range.

Globalization and Diversity in Contemporary Art
The history of contemporary art increasingly reflects global interconnectedness and cultural diversity.
Since the late 20th century, artists from various regions have gained visibility, contributing unique
perspectives and challenging Western-centric narratives. This global expansion has enriched
contemporary art with a variety of traditions, techniques, and social concerns.

Non-Western Contributions
Artists from Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East have played vital roles in shaping
contemporary art. Their work often addresses issues such as identity, colonialism, and globalization,
broadening the thematic scope of contemporary art history. Recognition of these contributions has
led to more inclusive exhibitions and scholarship.

Art Biennials and Global Exhibitions
International art biennials and exhibitions have become crucial platforms for showcasing diverse
artistic voices. Events like the Venice Biennale and Documenta facilitate cross-cultural dialogue and
highlight emerging trends. These gatherings reflect the increasingly interconnected nature of
contemporary art.

Technological Advances and New Media
Technological innovation has profoundly influenced the history of contemporary art, enabling new
forms of creativity and expression. Digital media, video art, and virtual reality have expanded the



possibilities for artists to explore concepts and engage audiences. The integration of technology
challenges traditional boundaries and introduces interactive and immersive experiences.

Digital Art and Video
Digital art emerged in the late 20th century with the rise of computers and software tools. Artists
utilize these technologies to create complex visuals, animations, and interactive works. Video art,
pioneered by artists like Nam June Paik, uses moving images as a primary medium, often exploring
time, narrative, and media critique.

Virtual Reality and Interactive Media
Contemporary artists increasingly incorporate virtual reality (VR) and interactive media to create
immersive environments that engage viewers physically and emotionally. These technologies allow
for participatory experiences, blurring the line between creator and audience, and pushing the
evolution of contemporary art into new dimensions.

Summary of Key Developments

Break from traditional art forms in late 19th century

Modernism’s focus on abstraction and experimentation

Postmodernism’s embrace of diversity and critique

Globalization expanding cultural perspectives

Technological advances transforming artistic media

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the beginning of contemporary art?
Contemporary art is generally considered to have begun in the mid-20th century, around the 1940s
and 1950s, following modern art movements such as Abstract Expressionism.

How does contemporary art differ from modern art?
Modern art refers to artistic works produced roughly from the 1860s to the 1970s, focusing on
experimentation and new perspectives, while contemporary art encompasses art created from the
late 20th century to the present, often addressing current social, political, and cultural issues.



Which art movements are significant in the history of
contemporary art?
Key movements include Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, Minimalism, Conceptual Art, Performance
Art, and Postmodernism, each influencing the development and direction of contemporary art.

Who are some influential artists in contemporary art history?
Notable contemporary artists include Andy Warhol, Jeff Koons, Damien Hirst, Cindy Sherman, and Ai
Weiwei, each known for distinctive contributions to contemporary artistic practices.

How has technology influenced contemporary art?
Technology has significantly influenced contemporary art by enabling digital art, video art, internet-
based works, virtual reality, and interactive installations, expanding the mediums and methods artists
use.

What role do galleries and museums play in contemporary art
history?
Galleries and museums serve as crucial platforms for exhibiting, promoting, and preserving
contemporary art, shaping public perception and supporting artists' careers.

How has globalization impacted contemporary art?
Globalization has facilitated cross-cultural exchanges, diversified artistic influences, and expanded the
global art market, making contemporary art more inclusive and representative of varied perspectives.

What themes are commonly explored in contemporary art?
Contemporary art often explores themes such as identity, politics, technology, environment, social
justice, consumerism, and cultural critique, reflecting the complexities of modern society.

Additional Resources
1. The Story of Contemporary Art by Tony Godfrey
This book offers a comprehensive overview of contemporary art from the mid-20th century to the
present. Tony Godfrey explores key movements, influential artists, and groundbreaking works that
have shaped the art world. It provides insightful context on how social, political, and cultural changes
have impacted artistic expression.

2. Art Since 1940: Strategies of Being by Jonathan Fineberg
Jonathan Fineberg's work delves into the diverse artistic strategies adopted by artists from 1940
onwards. The book covers major movements such as Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, and
Minimalism, offering detailed analysis of their historical significance. It is an essential resource for
understanding the evolution of contemporary art practices.



3. Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction by Julian Stallabrass
This concise book provides a clear and accessible introduction to contemporary art, focusing on its
development since the 1960s. Stallabrass discusses the influence of globalization, technology, and
politics on art production and reception. It is ideal for readers seeking a succinct yet informative
overview.

4. After the End of Art: Contemporary Art and the Pale of History by Arthur C. Danto
Arthur Danto examines the philosophical and historical shifts that mark the end of traditional art
narratives and the rise of contemporary art. The book argues that contemporary art breaks free from
historical constraints, leading to a pluralistic art world. It is a thought-provoking exploration of art’s
evolving meaning.

5. Contemporary Art and Multicultural Education by James A. Banks
This book highlights the intersection of contemporary art with multicultural education, emphasizing
the role of diverse cultural perspectives in shaping modern artistic practices. Banks discusses how
artists from various backgrounds have challenged dominant narratives and introduced new forms of
expression. It is valuable for understanding art’s social impact.

6. Postmodernism and Contemporary Art by Hal Foster
Hal Foster’s book critically analyzes the emergence of postmodernism and its influence on
contemporary art. He explores themes such as pastiche, parody, and the critique of modernist ideals.
This work is key for readers interested in the theoretical frameworks underpinning recent art
developments.

7. Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook of Artists' Writings edited by Kristine
Stiles and Peter Selz
This sourcebook compiles essential writings by contemporary artists, offering firsthand insights into
their creative processes and conceptual ideas. The collection spans various movements and styles,
providing a rich resource for understanding the intellectual underpinnings of contemporary art. It is
indispensable for students and scholars alike.

8. Contemporary Art: World Currents by Terry Smith
Terry Smith provides a global perspective on contemporary art, emphasizing how local cultures and
international trends intersect. The book examines art scenes across continents, highlighting the
diversity and interconnectedness of the contemporary art world. It broadens the understanding of art
beyond Western-centric narratives.

9. Seeing Through Race: A Reinterpretation of Civil Rights Photography by Shawn Michelle Smith
While focusing on photography, this book situates civil rights imagery within the broader context of
contemporary art and history. Smith explores how these photographs challenge and expand
traditional narratives about race and representation in art. It offers a critical lens on the role of visual
culture in social change.
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  history of contemporary art: Becoming Past Jane Blocker, 2015-12-20 Is there such a thing
as contemporary art history? The contemporary, after all—as much as we may want to consider it
otherwise—is being made history as it happens. By what means do we examine this moving target?
These questions lie at the center of Jane Blocker’s Becoming Past. The important point is not
whether there is—or should be—contemporary art history, Blocker argues, but how. Focusing on a
significant aspect of current art practice?in which artists have engaged with historical subject
matter, methods, and inquiry?Blocker asks how the creation of the artist implicates and interrogates
that of the art historian. She moves from art history to theater, to performance, and to literature as
she investigates a series of works, including performances by the collaborative group Goat Island,
the film Deadpan by Steve McQueen, the philosophies of science fiction writer Samuel Delany and
documentary filmmaker Ross McElwee, the film Amos Fortune Road by Matthew Buckingham, and
sculptures by Dario Robleto. Many books have sought to understand the key directions of
contemporary art. In contrast, Becoming Past is concerned with the application of art history in the
pursuit of such trends. Setting the idea of temporality decisively in the realm of art, Blocker’s work
is crucial for artists, art historians, curators, critics, and scholars of performance and cultural
studies interested in the role of history in the practice of art.
  history of contemporary art: Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction Julian
Stallabrass, 2006-03-23 Contemporary art has never been so popular - but what is 'contemporary'
about contemporary art? What is its role today, and who is controlling its future? Bloody toy soldiers,
gilded shopping carts, and embroidered tents. Contemporary art is supposed to be a realm of
freedom where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally received ideas, and switch between
confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-dropping triviality. But away
from shock tactics in the gallery, there are many unanswered questions. Who is really running the
art world? What effect has America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art? Julian
Stallabrass takes us inside the international art world to answer these and other controversial
questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's variety and apparent unpredictability lies a
grim uniformity. Its mysteries are all too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem.
Contemporary art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and
government. This book is your antidote and will change the way you see contemporary art. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  history of contemporary art: Individuals; a Selected History of Contemporary Art,
1945-1986 Museum of Contemporary Art (Los Angeles, Calif.), 1987
  history of contemporary art: History in Contemporary Art and Culture Paul O'Kane, 2022
This unique book offers guidance for contemporary art practices in dialogue with history, story,
memory, and tradition. Artist and lecturer Paul O'Kane uses innovative and creative means,
informed by a storytelling tradition as well as academic research, to make connections between
contemporary art, history, and the past. The aim of this book is to give readers a sense of the
profundity of historical questions, while making the challenge inviting, welcoming and manageable.
It is designed to set out an expansive, inclusive and diverse range of potential directions, and
speculations from which students can develop personal paths of enquiry. This is achieved by writing
and designing the text in an accessible way and providing a range of 'ways-in'. A series of carefully
chosen references, examples, key texts, and possible essay questions are chosen and pitched at
various levels and can be close-read, discussed, digested, and responded to either verbally or in the
form of a presentation or essay. Written primarily for a broad range of fine arts students, this book
encourages readers to reconsider their studies and art practices in light of a historical perspective,
enhanced by creative contributions from artists, imaginative philosophers, and influential cultural
commentators.



  history of contemporary art: Globalization and Contemporary Art Jonathan Harris, 2011-03-31
In a series of newly commissioned essays by both established and emerging scholars, Globalization
and Contemporary Art probes the effects of internationalist culture and politics on art across a
variety of media. Globalization and Contemporary Art is the first anthology to consider the role and
impact of art and artist in an increasingly borderless world. First major anthology of essays
concerned with the impact of globalization on contemporary art Extensive bibliography and a full
index designed to enable the reader to broaden knowledge of art and its relationship to globalization
Unique analysis of the contemporary art market and its operation in a globalized economy
  history of contemporary art: After the End of Art Arthur C. Danto, 2021-06-08 The classic and
provocative account of how art changed irrevocably with pop art and why traditional aesthetics can’t
make sense of contemporary art A classic of art criticism and philosophy, After the End of Art
continues to generate heated debate for its radical and famous assertion that art ended in the 1960s.
Arthur Danto, a philosopher who was also one of the leading art critics of his time, argues that
traditional notions of aesthetics no longer apply to contemporary art and that we need a philosophy
of art criticism that can deal with perhaps the most perplexing feature of current art: that everything
is possible. An insightful and entertaining exploration of art’s most important aesthetic and
philosophical issues conducted by an acute observer of contemporary art, After the End of Art
argues that, with the eclipse of abstract expressionism, art deviated irrevocably from the narrative
course that Vasari helped define for it in the Renaissance. Moreover, Danto makes the case for a
new type of criticism that can help us understand art in a posthistorical age where, for example, an
artist can produce a work in the style of Rembrandt to create a visual pun, and where traditional
theories cannot explain the difference between Andy Warhol’s Brillo Box and the product found in
the grocery store. After the End of Art addresses art history, pop art, “people’s art,” the future role
of museums, and the critical contributions of Clement Greenberg, whose aesthetics-based criticism
helped a previous generation make sense of modernism. Tracing art history from a mimetic tradition
(the idea that art was a progressively more adequate representation of reality) through the modern
era of manifestos (when art was defined by the artist’s philosophy), Danto shows that it wasn’t until
the invention of pop art that the historical understanding of the means and ends of art was nullified.
Even modernist art, which tried to break with the past by questioning the ways in which art was
produced, hinged on a narrative.
  history of contemporary art: A History of Contemporary Chinese Art Yan Zhou, 2020-07-14
Chinese art has experienced its most profound metamorphosis since the early 1950s, transforming
from humble realism to socialist realism, from revolutionary art to critical realism, then avant-garde
movement, and globalized Chinese art. With a hybrid mix of Chinese philosophy, imported but
revised Marxist ideology, and western humanities, Chinese artists have created an alternative
approach – after a great ideological and aesthetic transition in the 1980s – toward its own
contemporaneity though interacting and intertwining with the art of rest of the world. This book will
investigate, from the perspective of an activist, critic, and historian who grew up prior to and
participated in the great transition, and then researched and taught the subject, the evolution of
Chinese art in modern and contemporary times. The volume will be a comprehensive and insightful
history of the one of the most sophisticated and unparalleled artistic and cultural phenomena in the
modern world.
  history of contemporary art: History as Art, Art as History Dipti Desai, Jessica Hamlin,
Rachel Mattson, 2010 History as Art, Art as History pioneers methods for using contemporary works
of art in the social studies and art classroom to enhance an understanding of visual culture and
history. The fully-illustrated interdisciplinary teaching toolkit provides an invaluable pedagogical
resource--complete with theoretical background and practical suggestions for teaching U.S. history
topics through close readings of both primary sources and provocative works of contemporary art.
History as Art, Art as History is an experientially grounded, practically minded pedagogical
investigation meant to push teachers and students to think critically without sacrificing their ability
to succeed in a standards-driven educational climate. Amid the educational debate surrounding



rigid, unimaginative tests, classroom scripts, and bureaucratic mandates, this innovative book insists
on an alternate set of educational priorities that promotes engagement with creative and critical
thinking. Features include: A thought-provoking series of framing essays and interviews with
contemporary artists address the pivotal questions that arise when one attempts to think about
history and contemporary visual art together. An 8-page, full color insert of contemporary art, plus
over 50 black and white illustrations throughout. A Teaching Toolkit covering major themes in U.S.
history provides an archive of suggested primary documents, plus discussion suggestions and
activities for putting theory into practice. Teaching activities keyed to the social studies and art
curricula and teaching standards Resources include annotated bibliographies for further study and
lists of arts and media organizations. This sophisticated yet accessible textbook is a must-read
resource for any teacher looking to draw upon visual and historical texts in their teaching and to
develop innovative curriculum and meaningful student engagement.
  history of contemporary art: The Story of Contemporary Art Tony Godfrey, 2020-11-10 An
introduction to the rich and diverse history of contemporary art over the past 60 years—from
Modernism and minimalism to artists like Andy Warhol and Marina Abramović. Featuring lavish
illustrations, this is the perfect gift for art history fans and anyone looking for a more inclusive
perspective on ‘the old boys’ club.’ Encountering a work of contemporary art, a viewer might ask,
What does it mean? Is it really art? and Why does it cost so much? These are not the questions that
E. H. Gombrich set out to answer in his magisterial The Story of Art. Contemporary art seems totally
unlike what came before it, departing from the road map supplied by Raphael, Dürer, Rembrandt,
and other European masters. In The Story of Contemporary Art, Tony Godfrey picks up where
Gombrich left off, offering a lively introduction to contemporary art that stretches from Andy
Warhol’s Brillo boxes to Marina Abramović’s performance art to today’s biennale circuit and
million-dollar auctions. Godfrey, a curator and writer on contemporary art, chronicles important
developments in pop art, minimalism, conceptualism, installation art, performance art, and beyond.
  history of contemporary art: What Was Contemporary Art? Richard Meyer, 2016-01-12
Contemporary art in the early twenty-first century is often discussed as though it were a radically
new phenomenon unmoored from history. Yet all works of art were once contemporary to the artist
and culture that produced them. In What Was Contemporary Art? Richard Meyer reclaims the
contemporary from historical amnesia, exploring episodes in the study, exhibition, and reception of
early twentieth-century art and visual culture.
  history of contemporary art: Contemporary art in the light of history Erwin Rosenthal,
  history of contemporary art: Capacity Thomas McEvilley, 2016-04-08 G. Roger Denson brings
singular insight to Thomas McEvilley's writings. As an art writer he has explored similar territory,
but from the point of view of a nomadic ideologist. His approach matches that of his subject. He
addresses the issues of pragmatism, historicism, and cultural relativism. In so doing, he effectively
dismantles the need to establish a master narrative. The contrast and agreement between these two
writers constitutes a mapping of the terrain of contemporary culture. What sets Thomas McEvilley
apart from other critics in art and culture is his direct knowledge of the newest art and theory, and
his comprehensive understanding of classic art and ancient civilizations. It is rare to find a writer
equally fluent in the production of modernist aesthetics, the anti-aesthetics of post-modernism, T'ang
Dynasty Taoist painting, the doctrines of the Tantra, Platonic mysticism, and Aristotelian logic. This
vast knowledge has enabled him to produce some of the best-conceived and eccentric
  history of contemporary art: Individuals , 1986
  history of contemporary art: A Companion to Contemporary Art Since 1945 Amelia Jones,
2006-04-03 A Companion to Contemporary Art is a major survey covering the major works and
movements, the most important theoretical developments, and the historical, social, political, and
aesthetic issues in contemporary art since 1945, primarily in the Euro-American context. Collects 27
original essays by expert scholars describing the current state of scholarship in art history and
visual studies, and pointing to future directions in the field. Contains dual chronological and
thematic coverage of the major themes in the art of our time: politics, culture wars, public space,



diaspora, the artist, identity politics, the body, and visual culture. Offers synthetic analysis, as well
as new approaches to, debates central to the visual arts since 1945 such as those addressing
formalism, the avant-garde, the role of the artist, technology and art, and the society of the
spectacle.
  history of contemporary art: Art History and Visual Studies in Europe Matthew Rampley,
Thierry Lenain, Hubert Locher, 2012-06-22 This book undertakes a critical survey of art history
across Europe, examining the recent conceptual and methodological concerns informing the
discipline as well as the political, social and ideological factors that have shaped its development in
specific national contexts.
  history of contemporary art: What Is Contemporary Art? Terry E. Smith, 2009-10-15 Who gets
to say what counts as contemporary art? Artists, critics, curators, gallerists, auctioneers, collectors,
or the public? Revealing how all of these groups have shaped today’s multifaceted definition, Terry
Smith brilliantly shows that an historical approach offers the best answer to the question: What is
Contemporary Art? Smith argues that the most recognizable kind is characterized by a return to
mainstream modernism in the work of such artists as Richard Serra and Gerhard Richter, as well as
the retro-sensationalism of figures like Damien Hirst and Takashi Murakami. At the same time,
Smith reveals, postcolonial artists are engaged in a different kind of practice: one that builds on
local concerns and tackles questions of identity, history, and globalization. A younger generation
embodies yet a third approach to contemporaneity by investigating time, place, mediation, and
ethics through small-scale, closely connective art making. Inviting readers into these diverse yet
overlapping art worlds, Smith offers a behind-the-scenes introduction to the institutions, the
personalities, the biennials, and of course the works that together are defining the contemporary.
The resulting map of where art is now illuminates not only where it has been but also where it is
going.
  history of contemporary art: Individuals Kate Linker, Howard Singerman, Museum of
Contemporary Art (Los Angeles, Calif.), 1986-01-01 In most surveys, postwar art is presented as a
tidy sequence of movements: abstract expressionism, pop art, minimal art, and so on. The eight
essays that form the core of this volume provide a more provocative approach. Taking as their subjec
the conjunction of history and art history, the social and the formal, the personal and the political,
the authors examine the art of the recent past in new ways.--BOOK JACKET.
  history of contemporary art: Art vs. TV Francesco Spampinato, 2021-12-02 While
highlighting the prevailing role of television in Western societies, Art vs. TV maps and condenses a
comprehensive history of the relationships of art and television. With a particular focus on the link
between reality and representation, Francesco Spampinato analyzes video art works, installations,
performances, interventions and television programs made by contemporary artists as forms of
resistance to and appropriation and parody of mainstream television. The artists discussed belong to
different generations: those that emerged in the 1960s in association with art movements such as
Pop Art, Fluxus and Happening; and those appearing on the scene in the 1980s, whose work aimed
at deconstructing media representation in line with postmodernist theories; to those arriving in the
2000s, an era in which, through reality shows and the Internet, anybody could potentially become a
media personality; and finally those active in the 2010s, whose work reflects on how old media like
television has definitively vaporized through the electronic highways of cyberspace. These works and
phenomena elicit a tension between art and television, exposing an incongruence; an impossibility
not only to converge but at the very least to open up a dialogical exchange.
  history of contemporary art: New Histories of Art in the Global Postwar Era Flavia Frigeri,
Kristian Handberg, 2021-03-24 This book maps key moments in the history of postwar art from a
global perspective. The reader is introduced to a new globally oriented approach to art, artists,
museums and movements of the postwar era (1945–70). Specifically, this book bridges the gap
between historical artistic centers, such as Paris and New York, and peripheral loci. Through case
studies, previously unknown networks, circulations, divides and controversies are brought to light.
From the development of Ethiopian modernism, to the showcase of Brazilian modernity, this book



provides readers with a new set of coordinates and a reassessment of well-trodden art historical
narratives around modernism. This book will be of interest to scholars in art historiography, art
history, exhibition and curatorial studies, modern art and globalization.
  history of contemporary art: History Painting Reassessed David Green, Peter Seddon, 2000
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