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henry kissinger nixon represents one of the most influential and complex partnerships in the
history of American foreign policy. This collaboration between President Richard Nixon and his
National Security Advisor, later Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, shaped the United States’
approach during a critical era marked by Cold War tensions, the Vietnam War, and groundbreaking
diplomatic initiatives. Their relationship was characterized by strategic maneuvering, secret
negotiations, and a shared vision of realpolitik that altered the geopolitical landscape. This article
delves into the dynamics of the Henry Kissinger Nixon partnership, exploring their diplomatic
strategies, key accomplishments, and the controversies surrounding their tenure. It also examines
how their policies continue to influence international relations today. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the legacy left by Henry Kissinger and Nixon’s collaboration in
American history.
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Background and Early Relationship
The partnership between Henry Kissinger and Richard Nixon began in the late 1960s when Nixon
appointed Kissinger as his National Security Advisor in 1969. Kissinger, a Harvard-trained political
scientist and expert in international relations, quickly became one of Nixon’s closest advisors. Their
relationship was built on mutual respect for each other’s intellect and strategic thinking. Kissinger’s
background as an academic and Nixon’s political acumen complemented each other, forming a
powerful team that sought to reshape U.S. foreign policy amid Cold War tensions.

Appointment and Initial Collaboration
Henry Kissinger’s appointment as National Security Advisor marked the beginning of a new era in U.S.
diplomacy. Nixon trusted Kissinger to provide candid and pragmatic advice. Together, they worked on
key issues such as the Vietnam War, the Soviet Union, and China. Their early collaboration set the
tone for a secretive and highly centralized decision-making process in foreign affairs.



Shared Vision and Strategic Goals
Both Henry Kissinger and Nixon shared a vision of maintaining American global dominance through a
pragmatic approach known as realpolitik. They prioritized power balances over ideological
considerations, focusing on negotiation, détente, and strategic alliances. This philosophy guided many
of their policies and diplomatic initiatives throughout Nixon’s presidency.

Key Diplomatic Achievements
Henry Kissinger and Nixon’s tenure is notable for several landmark diplomatic achievements that
redefined U.S. foreign relations. Their efforts in opening diplomatic channels with China and managing
détente with the Soviet Union were historic milestones that helped reduce Cold War hostilities and
reshape international alliances.

Opening Relations with China
One of the most significant accomplishments of the Henry Kissinger Nixon partnership was the
opening of diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China. This breakthrough was achieved
through secret negotiations orchestrated by Kissinger, culminating in Nixon’s historic visit to China in
1972. The move strategically isolated the Soviet Union and altered the global balance of power.

Détente with the Soviet Union
The period of détente marked a thaw in Cold War tensions between the United States and the Soviet
Union. Henry Kissinger and Nixon pursued arms control agreements such as the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks (SALT I) and sought to improve economic and diplomatic relations. These initiatives
helped stabilize the bipolar world order for several years.

Middle East Peace Efforts
The Nixon administration, with Kissinger’s diplomatic acumen, played a crucial role in managing the
Arab-Israeli conflict following the Yom Kippur War of 1973. Kissinger’s "shuttle diplomacy" helped
negotiate disengagement agreements between Israel, Egypt, and Syria, laying groundwork for future
peace talks in the region.

Vietnam War and Peace Negotiations
The Vietnam War was a central challenge during the Henry Kissinger Nixon era. Their approach
combined military escalation with secret diplomacy aimed at ending U.S. involvement. This dual
strategy was controversial but instrumental in shaping the eventual withdrawal of American forces.



Vietnamization Policy
Nixon and Kissinger implemented the Vietnamization policy, which sought to gradually transfer
combat responsibilities to South Vietnamese forces. This strategy aimed to reduce American troop
presence while maintaining South Vietnam’s resistance against communist forces. It reflected a
pragmatic attempt to disengage without an outright defeat.

Paris Peace Talks and Secret Negotiations
Henry Kissinger engaged in prolonged secret negotiations with North Vietnamese representatives in
Paris. These talks, marked by complexity and intermittent progress, eventually led to the 1973 Paris
Peace Accords. The agreement promised a ceasefire and withdrawal of U.S. troops, though fighting
continued afterward.

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy
The Vietnam War experience under Nixon and Kissinger deeply influenced U.S. foreign policy. It
underscored the limits of military power and emphasized diplomacy and negotiation. Their approach
shaped subsequent American engagement in global conflicts and peace processes.

Realpolitik and Cold War Strategy
At the core of Henry Kissinger and Nixon’s foreign policy was the principle of realpolitik—pragmatic,
interest-based diplomacy focused on power balances rather than ideological goals. This approach
guided their handling of Cold War dynamics and global crises.

Balancing Superpower Relations
Kissinger and Nixon sought to manage U.S. relations with the Soviet Union and China by exploiting
divisions and fostering dialogue where possible. Their strategy aimed to avoid direct military
confrontation while maintaining American influence worldwide.

Use of Covert Operations
The Nixon administration, guided by Kissinger’s strategic thinking, employed covert operations to
support allies and counter adversaries. These secretive actions, including support for coups and
intelligence operations, were integral to their realpolitik approach but also sparked controversy.

Focus on Strategic Stability
Efforts to achieve strategic stability through arms control agreements and diplomatic engagement
were central to Kissinger and Nixon’s Cold War policy. They believed that managing nuclear
capabilities and fostering communication channels reduced the risk of catastrophic conflict.



Controversies and Criticisms
Despite significant achievements, the Henry Kissinger Nixon partnership was marked by controversies
that continue to provoke debate among historians and policymakers. Their methods and decisions
often raised ethical and legal questions.

Secret Bombing Campaigns
The administration’s secret bombing of Cambodia and Laos during the Vietnam War sparked
widespread criticism. These operations, conducted without public or congressional knowledge, caused
significant civilian casualties and destabilization in the region.

Support for Authoritarian Regimes
Kissinger and Nixon’s realpolitik approach led to U.S. support for authoritarian regimes that aligned
with American strategic interests, regardless of human rights concerns. Examples include backing
military coups in Chile and Indonesia, which remain subjects of condemnation.

Watergate Scandal and Political Fallout
Although not directly linked to Kissinger, the Watergate scandal that engulfed Nixon’s presidency
tainted the administration’s legacy. The scandal exposed abuses of power and contributed to Nixon’s
resignation, overshadowing some of the diplomatic accomplishments of the era.

Legacy of Henry Kissinger and Nixon
The partnership between Henry Kissinger and Nixon left an enduring impact on American foreign
policy and international relations. Their innovative diplomacy, strategic thinking, and controversial
decisions continue to influence debates on U.S. engagement in the world.

Influence on Modern Diplomacy
Many principles championed by Kissinger and Nixon, including realpolitik, balance-of-power
strategies, and back-channel negotiations, remain relevant in contemporary diplomacy. Their
approach demonstrated the importance of flexibility and pragmatism in navigating complex
international landscapes.

Historical Assessments
Scholars and analysts assess the Henry Kissinger Nixon era with a mix of admiration and critique.
While acknowledging their diplomatic breakthroughs, critics highlight the human costs and moral
ambiguities associated with their policies. This dual legacy continues to shape historical discourse.



Continued Relevance in Foreign Policy Studies
The study of Henry Kissinger and Nixon’s partnership offers valuable lessons for policymakers and
historians alike. Their successes and failures provide insight into the challenges of leadership,
diplomacy, and international strategy during tumultuous times.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was Henry Kissinger's role in the Nixon administration?
Henry Kissinger served as National Security Advisor and later as Secretary of State during Richard
Nixon's presidency, playing a key role in shaping U.S. foreign policy.

How did Henry Kissinger influence Nixon's foreign policy
decisions?
Kissinger was instrumental in orchestrating major foreign policy initiatives such as the opening of
diplomatic relations with China, détente with the Soviet Union, and the negotiation of the Paris Peace
Accords to end the Vietnam War.

What was the relationship between Henry Kissinger and
President Nixon like?
Kissinger and Nixon had a close working relationship built on mutual trust and shared strategic vision,
with Nixon relying heavily on Kissinger's advice on international affairs.

Did Henry Kissinger play a role in the Watergate scandal
during Nixon’s presidency?
While Kissinger was not directly involved in the Watergate scandal, his position in the administration
meant he was aware of the political climate, but he focused primarily on foreign policy matters.



What are some controversies associated with Henry Kissinger
during the Nixon era?
Kissinger has been criticized for his involvement in controversial policies such as the secret bombing
campaigns in Cambodia, support for authoritarian regimes, and the handling of the Chilean coup, all
during Nixon's presidency.

Additional Resources
1. “Kissinger: A Biography” by Walter Isaacson
This comprehensive biography delves into the life and career of Henry Kissinger, exploring his rise
from a refugee to one of the most influential diplomats in American history. The book covers his
crucial role in shaping U.S. foreign policy during the Nixon administration, including détente with the
Soviet Union and the opening of China. Isaacson provides a nuanced portrayal of Kissinger’s complex
personality and political strategies.

2. “Nixon and Kissinger: Partners in Power” by Robert Dallek
Robert Dallek examines the intricate relationship between President Richard Nixon and his National
Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger. The book highlights their collaboration in managing the Cold War,
the Vietnam War, and domestic political challenges. It offers insight into how their partnership shaped
key decisions and the eventual controversies that marred their legacies.

3. “The Nixon-Kissinger Years: Diplomacy and Controversy” by John Lewis Gaddis
This work focuses on the strategic diplomacy conducted by Nixon and Kissinger during a turbulent era
in global politics. Gaddis analyzes their approach to détente, the Middle East peace process, and the
secret negotiations that defined their tenure. The book also addresses the ethical and political
controversies surrounding their policies.

4. “White House Years: The Nixon Administration and Kissinger’s Role” by Henry Kissinger
Written by Kissinger himself, this memoir provides an insider’s view of the Nixon administration’s
foreign policy decisions. Kissinger reflects on his experiences as National Security Advisor and
Secretary of State, detailing the complex geopolitical landscape of the 1970s. The book offers
firsthand accounts of major events such as the Vietnam peace talks and the opening to China.

5. “The Men Who Made the Cold War: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Art of Diplomacy” by Melvyn P. Leffler
Leffler explores how Nixon and Kissinger influenced the trajectory of the Cold War through their
diplomatic strategies. The book discusses their efforts to balance power between the Soviet Union,
China, and the United States. It provides critical analysis of their successes and failures in preventing
global conflict.

6. “Nixon’s Shadow: The Kissinger Factor” by Jussi Hanhimäki
This book investigates the profound impact Henry Kissinger had on Nixon’s foreign policy and legacy.
Hanhimäki argues that Kissinger’s intellectual approach and secretive style significantly shaped the
administration’s international actions. The narrative reveals the behind-the-scenes dynamics that
defined their partnership.

7. “The Trial of Henry Kissinger” by Christopher Hitchens
Hitchens presents a provocative critique of Kissinger’s career, focusing on alleged war crimes and
ethical violations during the Nixon era. The book scrutinizes policies such as the bombing of



Cambodia and support for authoritarian regimes. It serves as a counterpoint to more traditional
accounts of Kissinger’s diplomacy.

8. “Richard Nixon and the Art of Foreign Policy” by G. John Ikenberry
Ikenberry analyzes Nixon’s approach to foreign policy, emphasizing his pragmatic and strategic
mindset. The book highlights the pivotal role played by Kissinger in executing Nixon’s vision on the
world stage. It offers an academic perspective on how their policies reshaped international relations.

9. “The Secret Diplomacy of Nixon and Kissinger” by Raymond L. Garthoff
This book reveals the clandestine negotiations and back-channel communications orchestrated by
Nixon and Kissinger. Garthoff provides detailed accounts of secret talks with adversaries and allies
alike, shedding light on their unconventional methods. The work underscores the complexity and risks
of their diplomatic style.
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  henry kissinger nixon: White House Years Henry Kissinger, 2011-05-24 One of the most
important books to come out of the Nixon Administration, the New York Times bestselling White
House Years covers Henry Kissinger’s first four years (1969–1973) as Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. Among the momentous events recounted in this first volume of Kissinger’s
timeless memoirs are his secret negotiations with the North Vietnamese in Paris to end the Vietnam
War, the Jordan crisis of 1970, the India-Pakistan war of 1971, his back-channel and face-to-face
negotiations with Soviet leaders to limit the nuclear arms race, his secret journey to China, and the
historic summit meetings in Moscow and Beijing in 1972. He covers major controversies of the
period, including events in Laos and Cambodia, his “peace is at hand” press conference and the
breakdown of talks with the North Vietnamese that led to the Christmas bombing in 1972.
Throughout, Kissinger presents candid portraits of world leaders, including Richard Nixon, Anwar
Sadat, Golda Meir, Jordan’s King Hussein, Leonid Brezhnev, Chairman Mao and Chou En-lai, Willy
Brandt, Charles de Gaulle, and many others. White House Years is Henry Kissinger’s invaluable and
lasting contribution to the history of this crucial time.
  henry kissinger nixon: Nixon and Kissinger Robert Dallek, 2007-04-24 With the publication
of his magisterial biography of John F. Kennedy, An Unfinished Life, Robert Dallek cemented his
reputation as one of the greatest historians of our time. Now, in this epic joint biography, he offers a
provocative, groundbreaking portrait of a pair of outsize leaders whose unlikely partnership
dominated the world stage and changed the course of history. More than thirty years after working
side-by-side in the White House, Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger remain two of the most
compelling, contradictory, and powerful men in America in the second half of the twentieth century.
While their personalities could hardly have seemed more different, they were drawn together by the
same magnetic force. Both were largely self-made men, brimming with ambition, driven by their own
inner demons, and often ruthless in pursuit of their goals. At the height of their power, the
collaboration and rivalry between them led to a sweeping series of policies that would leave a
defining mark on the Nixon presidency. Tapping into a wealth of recently declassified archives,
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Robert Dallek uncovers fascinating details about Nixon and Kissinger's tumultuous personal
relationship and the extent to which they struggled to outdo each other in the reach for
achievements in foreign affairs. Dallek also brilliantly analyzes their dealings with power brokers at
home and abroad—including the nightmare of Vietnam, the unprecedented opening to China,
détente with the Soviet Union, the Yom Kippur War in the Middle East, the disastrous overthrow of
Allende in Chile, and growing tensions between India and Pakistan—while recognizing how both
men were continually plotting to distract the American public's attention from the growing scandal
of Watergate. With unprecedented detail, Dallek reveals Nixon's erratic behavior during Watergate
and the extent to which Kissinger was complicit in trying to help Nixon use national security to
prevent his impeachment or resignation. Illuminating, authoritative, revelatory, and utterly
engrossing, Nixon and Kissinger provides a startling new picture of the immense power and sway
these two men held in changing world history.
  henry kissinger nixon: The Trial of Henry Kissinger Christopher Hitchens, 2012-04-24 In The
Trial of Henry Kissinger, Christopher Hitchens shifts focus from Pinochet, Milosevic, Hussein, and
Kim Jong-il to a man seemingly lauded and revered by the American people for what are undeniably
war crimes: Henry Kissinger. Forget the regular cadre of war criminals that pollute our news
headlines day in and day out; we need look no further than America's own celebrated leaders for a
war criminal whose offenses rival those of the most heinous dictators in recent history: Henry
Kissinger. Employing evidence based on firsthand testimony, unpublished documents, and new
material uncovered by the Freedom of Information Act, and using only what would hold up in
international courts of law, The Trial of Henry Kissinger outlines worldwide atrocities authorized by
the former secretary of state—among them conspiracy to commit murder, kidnap, and torture. With
the precision and tenacity reminiscent of a prosecutor presenting his case, Hitchens offers readers
an unrepentant, honest portrait of Kissinger, and implores governments around the world, including
our own, to swiftly bring him to justice.
  henry kissinger nixon: Years of Renewal Henry Kissinger, 2011-06-21 The eagerly awaited
third and final volume of memoir from the best-known American diplomats of the twentieth
century—Henry Kissinger, a major figure in world history, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and
arguably one of the most brilliant minds ever placed at the service of American foreign policy, as
well as one of the shrewdest, best-informed, and most articulate men ever to occupy a position of
power in Washington. This is at once an important historical document and a brilliantly told
narrative of almost Shakespearean intensity, full of startling insights, unusual (and often unsparing)
candor, and a sweeping sense of history. Years of Renewal is the triumphant conclusion of a major
achievement and a book that will stand the test of time as a historical document of the first rank.
  henry kissinger nixon: Nixon-Kissinger Years Richard C. Thornton, 2001-11-05 From 1968 to
1976, the dominant issue of American foreign policy was attempting to formulate a response to
steadily increasing Soviet military power. Yet, as a result of the mire of Watergate, clout in the area
of US-Soviet relations during this period slipped from the hands of Richard Nixon to those of
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. Richard Thornton argues that Watergate was a set up by John
Mitchell and members of the Eastern wing of the Republican Party to oust Nixon. At the heart of
Thornton's examination lies the assessment of how Kissinger was able to move the United States
away from Nixon's traditional containment policy to tri-lateralism and a greater dependence on
collective security organizations. This revised and expanded edition is a major contribution to the
study of foreign affairs and it also serves as an critical balance to Kissinger's own volumes of
memoirs.
  henry kissinger nixon: Kissinger on Kissinger Winston Lord, 2019-05-14
  henry kissinger nixon: Henry Kissinger The Complete Memoirs E-book Boxed Set Henry
Kissinger, 2013-09-24 This ebook boxed set includes 3 complete memoirs of Henry Kissinger,
detailing his life and work. White House Years: One of the most important books to come out of the
Nixon Administration, White House Years covers Henry Kissinger’s first four years (1969–1973) as
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs. Years of Upheaval: This second volume of



Henry Kissinger’s monumental memoirs covers his years as President Richard Nixon’s Secretary of
State (1972–1974), including the ending of the Vietnam War, the 1973 Middle East War and oil
embargo, Watergate, and Nixon’s resignation. Years of Upheaval opens with Dr. Kissinger being
appointed Secretary of State. Years of Renewal: This third and final volume of memoirs completes a
major work of contemporary history. The third & final volume begins with the resignation of Nixon
and takes the reader through the years of Ford's administration, in which Kissinger continued to
play a decisive role. Years of Renewal is the triumphant conclusion of a major achievement and a
book that will stand the test of time as a historical document of the first rank.
  henry kissinger nixon: Years of Upheaval Henry Kissinger, 2011-05-24 In this second volume
of Henry Kissinger’s “endlessly fascinating memoirs” (The New York Times), Kissinger recounts his
years as President Nixon’s Secretary of State from 1972 to 1974, including the ending of the
Vietnam War, the 1973 Middle East War and oil embargo, Watergate, and Nixon’s resignation. Years
of Upheaval opens with Dr. Kissinger being appointed Secretary of State. Among other events of
these turbulent years that he recounts are his trip to Hanoi after the Vietnam cease-fire, his efforts
to settle the war in Cambodia, the “Year of Europe,” two Nixon-Brezhnev summit meetings and the
controversies over arms control and détente, the military alert and showdown with the Soviet Union
over the Middle East war, the subsequent oil crisis, the origins of shuttle diplomacy in the Middle
East, the fall of Salvador Allende in Chile, and the tumultuous events surrounding Nixon’s
resignation. Throughout are candid appraisals of world leaders, including Nixon, Golda Meir, Anwar
Sadat, King Faisal, Hafez al-Asad, Chairman Mao, Leonid Brezhnev, Willy Brandt, Helmut Schmidt,
Georges Pompidou, and many more. At once illuminating, fascinating, and profound, Years of
Upheaval is a lasting contribution to the history of our time by one of its chief protagonists.
  henry kissinger nixon: The Price of Power Seymour M. Hersh, 1983 Examines Henry
Kissinger's influence on the development of the foreign policy of the United States during the
presidency of Richard Nixon.
  henry kissinger nixon: The White House Years Henry Kissinger, 1979 In this first volume of his
memoirs, Dr Kissinger covers his first four years (1969-1973) as Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, and President Nixon's closest adviser on foreign policy. It is undoubtedly
the most significant book to come out of the Nixon Administration. Among the countless great and
critical moments Dr Kissinger recalls are his first meeting with Nixon, his secret trip to China, the
first SALT negotiation, the Jordan crisis of 1970, the India-Pakistan war of 1971, and the historic
summit meetings in Peking and Moscow. He covers the major controversies over Indochina policy
during that period, including events in Laos, the overthrow of Cambodia's Prince Sihanouk, his
secret talks with the North Vietnamese in Paris, his 'Peace is at hand' press conference, and the
breakdown of the talks that led to the 'Christmas bombing' of 1972. He offers his insight s into the
Middle East conflicts, Sadat's break with the Soviets, the election of Salvador Allende in Chile,
issues of defence strategy, and relations with Europe and Japan. Other highlights are his
relationship with Nixon, brilliant portraits of major foreign leaders, and his views as to the handling
of crises and the art of diplomacy. Few men have wielded as much influence in the arena of
American foreign policy as Henry Kissinger. This record makes an invaluable and lasting
contribution to the history of this crucial time.
  henry kissinger nixon: Diplomacy Henry Kissinger, 2012-10-01 'Kissinger's absorbing book
tackles head-on some of the toughest questions of our time . . . Its pages sparkle with insight' Simon
Schama in the NEW YORKER Spanning more than three centuries, from Cardinal Richelieu to the
fragility of the 'New World Order', DIPLOMACY is the now-classic history of international relations
by the former Secretary of State and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. Kissinger's intimate portraits
of world leaders, many from personal experience, provide the reader with a unique insight into what
really goes on -- and why -- behind the closed doors of the corridors of power. 'Budding diplomats
and politicians should read it as avidly as their predecessors read Machiavelli' Douglas Hurd in the
DAILY TELEGRAPH 'If you want to pay someone a compliment, give them Henry Kissinger's
DIPLOMACY ... It is certainly one of the best, and most enjoyable [books] on international relations



past and present ... DIPLOMACY should be read for the sheer historical sweep, the
characterisations, the story-telling, the ability to look at large parts of the world as a whole' Malcolm
Rutherford in the FINANCIAL TIMES
  henry kissinger nixon: A Tangled Web William P. Bundy, 1998 Richard Nixon's
accomplishments in foreign affairs - his China policy, detente with the USSR and the conclusion of
the Vietnam War - have long been cited as an enduring legacy. A Tangled Web offers a critical
reassessment of Nixon's foreign policy.
  henry kissinger nixon: Uncertain Allies Klaus Larres, 2022-01-01 A clear and comprehensive
examination of transatlantic relations during the Nixon/Kissinger era The early 1970s represented a
pivotal moment in U.S. ties with Europe. Klaus Larres tells this story in a fascinating and highly
readable manner. Essential reading.--Daniel S. Hamilton, Johns Hopkins University/Woodrow Wilson
Center The United States has long been conflicted between promoting a united Western Europe in
order to strengthen its defense of the West, and fearing that a more united Western Europe might
not submit to American political and economic leadership. The era of wholehearted support for
European unity was limited to the immediate postwar era. The stances of the past three U.S.
presidents--Bush's unilateralism, Obama's insistence on leading from behind, and Trump's overt
hostility toward the European Union--were prefigured by Washington's economic and geopolitical
strategies of the 1960s and 1970s. Concentrating on the policies of Richard Nixon and Henry
Kissinger, Klaus Larres argues that their years in office were the major turning point when benign
hegemony gave way to an attitude toward Europe that was seldom better than lukewarm, frequently
even outright hostile, and that was returned in kind. This book offers an unusually clear and
comprehensive examination of transatlantic relations during the Nixon era.
  henry kissinger nixon: World Order Henry Kissinger, 2014 Kissinger offers his analysis of the
twenty first century's ultimate challenge: how to build a shared international order in a world of
divergent historic perspectives, violent conflict, proliferating technology, and ideological extremism.
  henry kissinger nixon: No Peace, No Honor Larry Berman, 2001-09-23 In this shocking exposé
on the betrayal of South Vietnam, premier historian Larry Berman uses never-before-seen North
Vietnamese documents to create a sweeping indictment against President Nixon and Henry
Kissinger. On April 30, 1975, when U.S. helicopters pulled the last soldiers out of Saigon, the
question lingered: Had American and Vietnamese lives been lost in vain? When the city fell shortly
thereafter, the answer was clearly yes. The Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in
Vietnam—signed by Henry Kissinger in 1973, and hailed as peace with honor by President
Nixon—was a travesty. In No Peace, No Honor, Larry Berman reveals the long-hidden truth in secret
documents concerning U.S. negotiations that Kissinger had sealed—negotiations that led to his
sharing the Nobel Peace Prize. Based on newly declassified information and a complete North
Vietnamese transcription of the talks, Berman offers the real story for the first time, proving that
there is only one word for Nixon and Kissinger's actions toward the United States' former ally, and
the tens of thousands of soldiers who fought and died: betrayal.
  henry kissinger nixon: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Shah Roham Alvandi, 2016-11 In this
revisionist account of U.S.-Iran relations during the Cold War, Roham Alvandi provides a detailed
historical study of the partnership that Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran forged with U.S.
President Richard Nixon and his adviser Henry Kissinger in the 1970s.
  henry kissinger nixon: Powerful and Brutal Weapons Stephen P Randolph, 2009-06-30 As
America confronts an unpredictable war in Iraq, Randolph returns to an earlier conflict that severely
tested our civilian and military leaders. In 1972, America sought to withdraw from Vietnam with its
credibility intact, with President Nixon and National Security Advisor Kissinger hoping that gains on
the battlefield would strengthen their position at the negotiating table. Randolph's intimate
chronicle of the commander-in-chief gains us unprecedented access to how these strategic
assessments were made and played out.
  henry kissinger nixon: Kissinger David Landau, 1972 Examines the character and intellectual
development of Kissinger and discusses his rise to power as Nixon's special assistant for special



security affairs.
  henry kissinger nixon: Henry Kissinger and American Power Thomas A. Schwartz, 2020-08-25
“[Henry Kissinger and American Power] effectively separates the man from the myths.” —The
Christian Science Monitor (Best Books of the Month) The definitive biography of Henry Kissinger—at
least for those who neither revere nor revile him. Over the past six decades, Henry Kissinger has
been one of America’s most lavishly praised—and most reviled—public figures. He was hailed as a
“miracle worker” for his peacemaking in the Middle East, pursuit of détente with the Soviet Union,
negotiation of an end to the Vietnam War, and secret plan to open the United States to China. He
was assailed from both the left and the right for his complicity in the pointless sacrifice of American
and Vietnamese lives, indifference to human rights, and reliance on deception and intrigue. Was he a
brilliant master strategist—the “20th century’s greatest 19th-century statesman” (Robert Kaplan,
The Atlantic)—or a cold-blooded monster who eroded America’s moral standing for the sake of
self-promotion? In this masterfully researched biography, the renowned diplomatic historian Thomas
A. Schwartz offers an authoritative and evenhanded answer to this question. While other
biographers have engaged in hagiography or demonology, Schwartz takes a measured view of his
subject. He recognizes Kissinger’s important successes and insights into the foreign policy issues of
his time, but also acknowledges his failures, his penchant for backbiting, and his reliance on
ingratiating and fawning praise of the president as a source of his own power. Throughout, Schwartz
stresses Kissinger’s artful invention of himself as a celebrity diplomat and his domination of the
medium of television news. He also notes Kissinger’s sensitivity to domestic and partisan politics,
complicating—and undermining—the image of the far-seeing statesman who stood above the
squabbles of popular strife. Rounded and textured, and rich with new insights into key dilemmas of
American policy, Henry Kissinger and American Power is an essential guide to a man whose legacy
is as complex as the last sixty years of U.S. history itself.
  henry kissinger nixon: Reckless Robert K. Brigham, 2018-09-04 Henry Kissinger's role in the
Vietnam War prolonged the American tragedy and doomed the government of South Vietnam The
American war in Vietnam was concluded in 1973 after eight years of fighting, bloodshed, and loss.
Yet the terms of the truce that ended the war were effectively identical to what had been offered to
the Nixon administration four years earlier. Those four years cost America and Vietnam thousands of
lives and billions of dollars, and they were the direct result of the supposed master plan of the most
important voice in American foreign policy: Henry Kissinger. Using newly available archival material
from the Nixon Presidential Library, Kissinger's personal papers, and material from the archives in
Vietnam, Robert K. Brigham punctures the myth of Kissinger as an infallible mastermind. Instead, he
constructs a portrait of a rash, opportunistic, and suggestible politician. It was personal political
rivalries, the domestic political climate, and strategic confusion that drove Kissinger's actions. There
was no great master plan or Bismarckian theory that supported how the US continued the war or
conducted peace negotiations. Its length was doubled for nothing but the ego and poor judgment of
a single figure. This distant tragedy, perpetuated by Kissinger's actions, forever changed both
countries. Now, perhaps for the first time, we can see the full scale of that tragedy and the
machinations that fed it.
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