
history of football in america
history of football in america traces the evolution of one of the most popular sports in the United
States. From its early roots in the 19th century to the establishment of professional leagues and the
cultural phenomenon it has become, American football has undergone significant transformations.
This article explores the origins, development, key milestones, and impact of football in America,
highlighting the sport's unique characteristics and growth. Understanding the history of football in
America provides insight into how the game shaped American culture, society, and entertainment.
The progression from collegiate competitions to the National Football League (NFL) and the sport’s
influence on media and community identity will be examined. The following sections will cover the
early beginnings, the formation of professional football, major rule changes, and the modern era of
the sport.

Early Origins and Collegiate Football

The Formation of Professional Football

Rules Evolution and Key Innovations

Growth of the National Football League (NFL)

Cultural Impact and Football in American Society

Early Origins and Collegiate Football
The history of football in America began in the mid-19th century with variations of rugby and soccer
played in colleges. Early games were informal and lacked standardized rules, often resembling
rough, chaotic contests. The first intercollegiate football game, played in 1869 between Rutgers and
Princeton, marked the beginning of organized football in the United States. This initial version of
football had more similarities to soccer but gradually adopted rugby-style elements.

Influence of British Football Codes
American football's roots are closely tied to British football codes, particularly rugby and association
football (soccer). These imported games influenced early American versions, but the sport evolved
independently through modifications made by American colleges. Walter Camp, known as the
"Father of American Football," played a crucial role in adapting rules that differentiated the sport
from its British counterparts.

Growth of College Football
By the late 19th century, colleges and universities across the nation established football programs,
leading to increased popularity and rivalries. Ivy League schools like Yale, Harvard, and Princeton



dominated early competitions, setting the stage for the sport's expansion. College football served as
a testing ground for rules and strategies that would later influence professional play.

The Formation of Professional Football
While college football thrived, the professional version of the game began to take shape in the early
20th century. The history of football in America includes the gradual establishment of paid players
and organized teams competing beyond the collegiate level. This transition was pivotal in
transforming football into a commercial and spectator sport.

Early Professional Teams and Leagues
The first professional football player is believed to be William "Pudge" Heffelfinger, who was paid to
play in 1892. Following this, local and regional teams formed, and leagues such as the Ohio League
gained prominence. These early leagues laid the groundwork for national organization, though they
were often unstable and lacked consistent governance.

Creation of the National Football League (NFL)
In 1920, representatives from several teams convened to create the American Professional Football
Association, which was renamed the National Football League in 1922. The NFL aimed to
standardize competition, rules, and scheduling. This development marked a significant milestone in
the history of football in America, providing a formal structure for professional play and fostering
the sport's growth.

Rules Evolution and Key Innovations
The history of football in America is marked by numerous rule changes and innovations that shaped
the modern game. Early football was characterized by brutal physicality and lacked many safety
measures. Over time, rule modifications improved player safety, increased game pace, and enhanced
spectator appeal.

Introduction of the Forward Pass
One of the most transformative changes was the legalization of the forward pass in 1906. This
innovation opened the game strategically, encouraging more dynamic and varied offensive plays. It
also helped reduce injuries by decreasing the frequency of mass momentum plays that caused
serious harm.

Standardization of the Playing Field and Scoring
Other important changes included setting the field dimensions, defining scoring methods, and
establishing a system of downs. These adjustments standardized competition and made the sport



more accessible to players and fans alike. Safety equipment such as helmets and pads also evolved
alongside rule changes to protect athletes.

Notable Rule Changes Timeline

1906: Forward pass legalized

1912: Field length set to 100 yards; end zones introduced

1933: Introduction of hash marks

1974: Two-point conversion added

2006: Overtime rules modified for sudden death fairness

Growth of the National Football League (NFL)
The National Football League became the dominant professional football organization in America,
expanding its reach and influence throughout the 20th century. The league's growth was fueled by
increased media coverage, strategic marketing, and the establishment of iconic teams and players.

Expansion and Popularity
Initially composed of Midwestern teams, the NFL expanded to include franchises across the United
States. Television broadcasts in the 1950s and 1960s brought football into American living rooms,
greatly increasing its visibility. The Super Bowl, first played in 1967, became a cultural event
symbolizing football's national prominence.

Influential Players and Coaches
The history of football in America is enriched by legendary figures who contributed to the game's
development and popularity. Players such as Jim Brown, Joe Montana, and Tom Brady, along with
coaches like Vince Lombardi and Bill Belichick, left lasting legacies through their achievements and
leadership.

Cultural Impact and Football in American Society
Football's history in America extends beyond the field, influencing social, economic, and cultural
aspects of the nation. The sport has become intertwined with American identity, traditions, and
community life.



Football and American Identity
Football games often serve as social gatherings that bring together diverse communities. High
school and college football foster local pride, while the NFL unites fans across the country. The sport
embodies values such as teamwork, perseverance, and competition, reflecting broader societal
ideals.

Economic Contributions and Media Influence
The football industry generates billions of dollars annually through ticket sales, merchandising, and
broadcasting rights. Media coverage, including live games, analysis, and fantasy football, has
created a vast ecosystem supporting the sport’s popularity and accessibility.

Football’s Role in Education and Youth Development
Football programs at educational institutions promote physical fitness, discipline, and scholarship
opportunities. Youth leagues encourage early participation, fostering skills and social development.
These programs contribute to sustaining the history of football in America by cultivating the next
generation of players and fans.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was American football first played?
American football was first played in the late 19th century, with the first game often cited as the
1869 match between Rutgers and Princeton.

How did American football evolve from rugby and soccer?
American football evolved from rugby and soccer in the late 1800s as colleges in the United States
adapted rules to create a distinct sport emphasizing strategy, physicality, and set plays.

Who is known as the father of American football?
Walter Camp is known as the father of American football for his significant role in developing the
rules and structure of the game in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

When was the National Football League (NFL) founded?
The National Football League (NFL) was founded in 1920 as the American Professional Football
Association before being renamed the NFL in 1922.

What role did college football play in the history of American



football?
College football was instrumental in popularizing the sport in America, serving as the foundation for
rule development, fan interest, and talent cultivation before the rise of professional leagues.

How did football grow in popularity during the 20th century?
Football grew in popularity through media coverage, the formation of the NFL, the Super Bowl's
introduction, and its integration into American culture as a major sport.

When was the first Super Bowl played?
The first Super Bowl was played on January 15, 1967, marking the championship game between the
NFL and AFL champions.

How did racial integration impact the history of football in
America?
Racial integration, beginning in the mid-20th century, allowed African American players to compete
professionally and at the college level, enriching the talent pool and advancing social progress
within the sport.

Additional Resources
1. America's Game: The Epic Story of How Pro Football Captured a Nation
This book by Michael MacCambridge traces the rise of professional football from its humble
beginnings to becoming America's favorite sport. It offers rich historical context, highlighting key
figures, teams, and cultural shifts that shaped the NFL. The narrative captures the spirit and passion
that helped football embed itself into the American identity.

2. When Football Was Football: The Chicago Cardinals and the Birth of the NFL
Marking the early days of the National Football League, this book focuses on the Chicago Cardinals,
one of the league's founding teams. It explores the challenges and triumphs during the sport’s
formative years, giving readers insight into the origins of professional football. The author combines
team history with broader developments in American sports culture.

3. Football: A History of the Game
This comprehensive volume covers the development of football in America from its roots in rugby to
the modern game. It examines rule changes, influential coaches, and the sport's growing popularity
at the collegiate and professional levels. The book provides an accessible overview for those
interested in football’s historical evolution.

4. Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream
H.G. Bissinger’s classic book dives into the culture of high school football in Texas, showcasing how
the sport impacts small-town America. It illustrates the social and economic influence of football
beyond the professional realm, emphasizing community identity and personal stories. The book has
become a touchstone for understanding football’s grassroots significance.



5. The League: How Five Rivals Created the NFL and Launched a Sports Empire
John Eisenberg narrates the story of the founding of the National Football League through the
rivalries and alliances of five key teams. The book highlights the strategic decisions and
personalities that shaped the business and competitive landscape of pro football. It offers a behind-
the-scenes look at the formation of a sports dynasty.

6. Blood, Sweat, and Chalk: The Ultimate Football Playbook
While primarily a tactical guide, this book by Tim Layden also delves into the historical development
of football strategies. It contextualizes how the game’s play styles have evolved alongside rule
changes and coaching innovations. Readers gain an understanding of the sport’s intellectual history
as well as its physical demands.

7. Collision at the Crossroads: The History of College Football's Most Intense Rivalries
This book explores the deep-rooted rivalries that have shaped college football’s history and culture.
It highlights iconic matchups, their origins, and their significance in American sports traditions. The
narrative reveals how these rivalries fueled the growth and popularity of football at the collegiate
level.

8. Gridiron Glory: The Story of Football’s Greatest Teams and Players
Focusing on legendary teams and athletes, this book chronicles key moments that defined American
football’s legacy. It includes profiles of influential players, coaches, and championship games that
contributed to the sport’s mythology. The book celebrates the achievements that have captivated
fans for decades.

9. From Leather Helmets to Super Bowls: The Evolution of American Football Gear
This unique history traces the technological advancements in football equipment from the early 20th
century to the present. It examines how innovations in helmets, pads, and uniforms have impacted
player safety and game dynamics. The book provides a fascinating perspective on the intersection of
sport, technology, and culture.

History Of Football In America

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-027/files?docid=XwT69-0477&title=start-a-childcar
e-business.pdf

  history of football in america: NFL Football Richard C. Crepeau, 2020-09-14 The new NFL
Centennial Edition A multi-billion-dollar entertainment empire, the National Football League is a
coast-to-coast obsession that borders on religion and dominates our sports-mad culture. But today's
NFL also provides a stage for playing out important issues roiling American society. The updated
and expanded edition of NFL Football observes the league's centennial by following the NFL into the
twenty-first century, where off-the-field concerns compete with touchdowns and goal line stands for
headlines. Richard Crepeau delves into the history of the league and breaks down the new era with
an in-depth look at the controversies and dramas swirling around pro football today: Tensions
between players and Commissioner Roger Goodell over collusion, drug policies, and revenue; The
firestorm surrounding Colin Kaepernick and protests of police violence and inequality; Andrew Luck
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and others choosing early retirement over the threat to their long-term health; Paul Tagliabue's role
in covering up information on concussions; The Super Bowl's evolution into a national holiday.
Authoritative and up to the minute, NFL Football continues the epic American success story.
  history of football in america: The history of American football Allison Danzig, 1963
  history of football in america: The History of American College Football Christian Anderson,
Amber Fallucca, 2021-05-19 This volume provides unique insight into how American colleges and
universities have been significantly impacted and shaped by college football, and considers how U.S.
sports culture more generally has intersected with broader institutional and educational issues. By
documenting events from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries including protests, legal battles,
and policy reforms which were centred around college sports, this distinctive volume illustrates how
football has catalyzed broader controversies and progress relating to race and diversity,
commercialization, corruption, and reform in higher education. Relying foremost on primary archival
material, chapters illustrate the continued cultural, social, and economic themes and impacts of
college athletics on U.S. higher education and campus life today. This text will benefit researchers,
graduate students, and academics in the fields of higher education, as well as the history of
education and sport more broadly. Those interested in the sociology of education and the politics of
sport will also enjoy this volume.
  history of football in america: Le Football Russ Crawford, 2016-08 There are two kinds of
football in France. American football was first played in France in 1909 during the cruise of the
Great White Fleet. Then, during World War I, the American military shipped footballs, helmets, and
shoulder pads alongside rifles and ammunition to the western front. A 1938 tour of two teams lead
by Jim Crowley of Fordham University maintained the game until World War II, when the arrival of
millions of young Americans in France motivated the U.S. military to sponsor several bowl games.
During the 1950s and 1960s, when the United States occupied bases in France during the Cold War,
American soldiers, sailors, and airmen played more than a thousand football games. When France
withdrew from NATO, however, American bases were forced to close, leaving American football
without a natural home on Gallic shores. In the 1970s American college and semi-pro teams tried
once more to generate interest in the game among French nationals through a series of tours, but
until a French physical education instructor vacationed in Colorado and brought equipment back to
France, there was little local enthusiasm for the sport. On the back of that vacation, and from one
team in Paris, organized American football in France grew to more than 215 teams with more than
22,000 active players today. Le Football tackles the struggles and successes of American football in
France and discusses how, unlike baseball and basketball, football has never been an overt
instrument of American cultural influence. Russ Crawford keeps the chains moving as he shows how
the modern, homegrown sport developed largely independent of American encouragement into a
small but successful culture.
  history of football in america: The History of American Football Allison Danzig,
2003-01-01
  history of football in america: Sports in American Life Richard O. Davies, 2016-05-23 The
third edition of author Richard O. Davies' highly praised narrative of American sports, Sports in
American Life: A History, features extensive revisions and updates to its presentation of an
interpretative history of the relationship of sports to the larger themes of U.S. history. Updated
include a new section on concussions caused by contact sports and new biographies of John Wooden
and Joe Paterno. Features extensive revisions and updates, along with a leaner, faster-paced
narrative than previous editions Addresses the social, economic, and cultural interaction between
sports and gender, race, class, and other larger issues Provides expanded coverage of college sports,
women in sports, race and racism in organized sports, and soccer's sharp rise in popularity Features
an all-new section that tackles the growing controversy of head injuries and concussions caused by
contact sports
  history of football in america: College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era
Kurt Edward Kemper, 2023-12-11 The Cold War era spawned a host of anxieties in American society,



and in response, Americans sought cultural institutions that reinforced their sense of national
identity and held at bay their nagging insecurities. They saw football as a broad, though varied,
embodiment of national values. College teams in particular were thought to exemplify the essence of
America: strong men committed to hard work, teamwork, and overcoming pain. Toughness and
defiance were primary virtues, and many found in the game an idealized American identity. In this
book, Kurt Kemper charts the steadily increasing investment of American national ideals in the
presentation and interpretation of college football, beginning with a survey of the college game
during World War II. From the Army-Navy game immediately before Pearl Harbor, through the
gradual expansion of bowl games and television coverage, to the public debates over racially
integrated teams, college football became ever more a playing field for competing national ideals.
Americans utilized football as a cultural mechanism to magnify American distinctiveness in the face
of Soviet gains, and they positioned the game as a cultural force that embodied toughness,
discipline, self-deprivation, and other values deemed crucial to confront the Soviet challenge.
Americans applied the game in broad strokes to define an American way of life. They debated and
interpreted issues such as segregation, free speech, and the role of the academy in the Cold War.
College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era offers a bold new contribution to our
understanding of Americans' assumptions and uncertainties regarding the Cold War.
  history of football in america: The Early History of Professional Football Professional
Football Researchers Association (U.S.), 2011
  history of football in america: A Brief History and Celebration of American Football
BARTY. HARMER, 2025-02-03 Including over 300 amazing facts and trivia! Dive into the story of
America's favorite sport with A Brief History of American Football. This guide explores the sport's
rich history and cultural importance. It takes you from its beginnings to its global reach. Chapters
Include: American Football and Culture: See how football is deeply rooted in American culture and
shapes society. Origins: Find out about the sport's early beginnings and key moments that shaped it.
Walter Camp: The Father of American Football: Learn about Walter Camp, who changed the game
and set the stage for modern football. The Early Years of College Football: Discover how college
football grew and influenced the sport's development. Formation of the NFL: Explore the history of
the National Football League and its rise to fame. The Rise of the Super Bowl: Follow the Super
Bowl's journey from a game to a cultural event. College Football's Influence on American Culture:
See how college football has shaped traditions, rivalries, and regional identities. High School and
Youth Football: Understand the role of high school and youth football in developing talent and
community spirit. Iconic American Football Movies: Celebrate films that capture the sport's essence
and its impact on culture. Star Players Who Shaped the Game: Honor athletes whose skills and
charisma have made a lasting impact on football. Cultural Significance: Reflect on football's social
and cultural impact, from national identity to music and fashion. Technological Advancements:
Discover how technology has changed the game, from equipment to training and broadcasting. The
Financial Impact: Explore the economic side of American football, from contracts to sports
entertainment. International Expansion: Witness American football's growth beyond the U.S. and its
global popularity. International Leagues and Competitions: Learn about international leagues and
competitions that are bringing the sport to fans worldwide. History Overview: Get a brief yet
detailed look at the sport's key milestones and events. Random Trivia: Enjoy a collection of
interesting and lesser-known facts about the sport and its players. Historic and Cultural Trivia:
Discover unique tidbits that show the sport's blend of history and culture. Facts About the Game's
Greatest Icons: Celebrate the achievements and legacies of football's most iconic figures. Statistics
and Record-breaking Moments: Marvel at record-breaking moments and statistical feats that have
defined the sport. A Brief History of American Football is perfect for fans and newcomers alike. It
offers a captivating look at the game that has won millions of hearts. Start your journey into the
fascinating world of American football! Grab your copy now!
  history of football in america: American Football, Its History and Development Alexander M.
Weyand, 1926



  history of football in america: The Football Encyclopedia David S. Neft, Richard M. Cohen,
1991 Sports historians Neft and Cohen have created the football counterpart to Macmillan's
Baseball Encyclopedia with this collection of rare, never-before-published statistics on the earliest
years of organized pro football. Features key historical events from the game's origins in the 1890s
through the 1990-91 season and Super Bowl.
  history of football in america: The Global Spread of Football from the 1860s to the
1880s Thomas Adam, 2025-08-05 This book offers a study of how football became in the 1870s a
global sport that was played by high school students on several continents. It provides a horizontal
perspective that focusses on the spread of football in the 1870s from its English cradle to Germany,
the United States, and Argentina. It will be the very first account of football that does not treat this
sport in isolation but brings together the phenomenon of football with the conditions in
nineteenth-century high schools and the crisis of urban living and, thereby, explains why this sport
was so willingly and quickly accepted into various societies and cultures around the globe. Football
was part of the social reform movement that emerged in the second half of the nineteenth century in
response to the social ills of urban life. Adults and children spent more and more time inside badly
ventilated buildings. Beginning in the 1870s, social reformers and teachers called for the
introduction into school curricula of physical exercises that could be conducted on the meadows and
sport fields outside cities.
  history of football in america: The American Football League Ed Gruver, 2011-01-14
Unable to buy into an existing team and rebuffed by National Football League owners who had no
desire to expand, 27-year-old Lamar Hunt, the son of Texas billionaire H.L. Hunt, formed the
American Football League in 1959. He placed his team in Dallas, called them the Texans, and invited
other young entrepreneurs to join him. The seven men who did called themselves members of the
Foolish Club, but on September 9, 1960, the AFL made its regular season debut and went on to
change the face of football forever. Unlike the NFL, the American Football League featured wide
open offenses and innovative coaching strategies, capturing a new generation of fans dedicated to
the league and its players. The AFL aggressively pursued college stars--Heisman Trophy winner Billy
Cannon in its inaugural season and Joe Namath in 1965. The eight teams signed a collective
television agreement that split the money equally among the franchises, thus providing far more
stability and balance than earlier start-up leagues. Based on interviews with owners, coaches,
players, scouts, broadcasters and writers from the era, this is a colorful account of the AFL and its
place in sports history.
  history of football in america: America's Game Michael MacCambridge, 2005-10-18 It’s
difficult to imagine today—when the Super Bowl has virtually become a national holiday and the
National Football League is the country’s dominant sports entity—but pro football was once a
ramshackle afterthought on the margins of the American sports landscape. In the span of a single
generation in postwar America, the game charted an extraordinary rise in popularity, becoming a
smartly managed, keenly marketed sports entertainment colossus whose action is ideally suited to
television and whose sensibilities perfectly fit the modern age. America’s Game traces pro football’s
grand transformation, from the World War II years, when the NFL was fighting for its very
existence, to the turbulent 1980s and 1990s, when labor disputes and off-field scandals shook the
game to its core, and up to the sport’s present-day preeminence. A thoroughly entertaining account
of the entire universe of professional football, from locker room to boardroom, from playing field to
press box, this is an essential book for any fan of America’s favorite sport.
  history of football in america: The Origins of Southern College Football Andrew McIlwaine
Bell, 2020-08-12 College football is a massive enterprise in the United States, and southern teams
dominate poll rankings and sports headlines while generating billions in revenue for public schools
and private companies. Southern football fans worship their teams, often rearranging their personal
lives in order to accommodate season schedules. The Origins of Southern College Football sheds
new light on the South’s obsession with football and explores the sport’s beginnings below the
Mason-Dixon Line in the decades after the Civil War. Military defeat followed by a long period of



cultural unrest compelled many southerners to look to northern ideas and customs for guidance in
rebuilding their beleaguered society. Ivy League universities, considered bastions of enlightenment
and symbols of the modernizing spirit of the age, provided a particular source of inspiration for
southerners in the form of organized or “scientific” football that featured standardized rules and
scoring. Transported to the South by men educated at northern universities, scientific football
reinforced cultural values that had existed in the region for centuries, among them a tolerance for
violence, respect for martial displays, and support for traditional gender roles. The game also held
the promise of a “New South” that its supporters hoped would transform the region into an
industrial powerhouse. Students and townspeople alike embraced the new sport, which served as a
source of pride for a region that lagged woefully behind its northern counterpart in terms of social
equity and economic prowess. The Origins of Southern College Football is an entertaining history of
the South’s most popular sport cast against a broader narrative of the United States during the
Gilded Age and Progressive Era, two momentous periods of change that gave rise to the game we
recognize today.
  history of football in america: History of NFL Football for Kids William Lawson,
2021-12-23 The History of NFL Football for Kids Basic Knowledge of NFL Football History With
Some Fun Facts and Records By William Lawson Get Excited about the Colorful History of America's
most Popular Sport, Even if you don't know the first thing about Football... Football is one of the
great American Pastimes. From the Super Bowl to the Thanksgiving game, Millions of Families
Gather Throughout the week to watch their Favorite teams duke it out. Kids and Grandparents alike
share the thrill of watching their team get that perfect tackle or last minute Save. Now you have the
Opportunity to Share the History of the sport with your kids with one Engaging Guide. Don't have a
clue about how Football Works? Don't Worry -- Within these pages, you'll learn everything you need
to know about the game, from punts to Passes. Your kids will love Learning about the history and
Stories that make the game what it is Today. Written by a Football fan, for Football Fans, you'll find
the answers to the most common football-related Questions. Who's the Greatest Quarterback of all
Time? How does the timing of the game Work? You'll Discover all this and More... And have a blast
while doing It! In The History of NFL Football for Kids, Here is just a fraction of what you will
Discover: The Birth of Football and how it's Evolved over the years into the sport that you know and
Love Easy-to-Understand Definitions of Common Football Terms, so you'll be Talking like a pro in no
Time How the Father of American Football shaped and Revolutionized the game with the start of the
first Football Craze across the Nation The Basics of the Game, Including Positions, rules, and
movements on the Field How the 32 Unique Teams of the NFL Landscape got their Names When
helmets first Became Required for Players and other Notable Changes to the Uniforms for Maximum
Safety The top 26 teams with the most Championships -- The most dominant franchise in NFL history
may surprise You! Top Players and Coaches of all Time -- and what made them such Great Figures in
the NFL World Records, Fun Facts, and Underdog Wins that will Wow Your Friends and Family And
Much More. Football Doesn't have to be a Sports Mystery. While it might seem Complicated, You'll
be Shocked at How Quickly you and your kids pick up on the Rules and Regulations of the Game.
Already got a Football Fanatic on your Hands? These Inspirational Stories and Facts will have them
Seeing the Game in a Totally new Way. Go the Goal Nine Yards with this fun, fact-filled book: Scroll
up and click the Add to Cart Button Right Now.
  history of football in america: American Football and the American Way of War Daniel
Sukman, 2024-04-10 This book provides the reader with a history on the linkages between American
Football and the American Way of War. It provides concise summaries of aspects of tactics,
operations, and strategy, as well as international relations theory using football as a metaphor to
simplify the concepts. International relations theory and military strategy tend to be complicated
subjects often explained with jargon that puts the average reader to sleep. A book about war and
foreign policy explained through football analogies and comparisons is designed to liven the topic
and explain various military theories, strategies, and concepts. War and football tend to dominate
national media. War is often a topic of debate from the highest levels of government to local bars



and coffeehouses. Football is the monolith of sports that blankets sports television and radio
throughout the year. This book provides the reader an understanding of how military professionals
formulate and execute strategy in an easily understandable manner.
  history of football in america: NFL Century Joe Horrigan, 2019-08-27 From the former
executive director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame comes a sweeping and lively history of the
National Football League, timed to coincide with the NFL’s 100th anniversary season. “I can think of
no one better qualified—or more enthusiastic—to chronicle the National Football League’s
century-long history than Joe Horrigan.”—Marv Levy, Hall of Fame NFL coach The NFL has come a
long way from its founding in Canton, Ohio, in 1920. In the hundred years since that fateful day,
football has become America’s most popular and lucrative professional sport. The former scrappy
upstart league that struggled to stay afloat has survived a host of challenges—the Great Depression
and World War II, controversies and scandals, battles over labor rights and competition from rival
leagues—to produce American icons like Vince Lombardi, Joe Montana, and Tom Brady. It is an
extraordinary and entertaining history that could be told only by Joe Horrigan, former executive
director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame and perhaps the greatest living historian of the NFL, by
drawing upon decades of NFL archives. Compelling, eye-opening, and authoritative, NFL Century is
a must-read for NFL fans and anyone who loves the game of football. Advance praise for NFL
Century “Joe Horrigan takes the reader on a delightful tour of the seminal moments of the NFL in
the past one hundred years—the players, owners, coaches, executives, and historical events that
made the game of football the most popular in America. It’s a wonderful walk down memory lane for
any football fan, young or old.”—Michael Lombardi, author of Gridiron Genius “There is no one—and
I mean no one—who knows more about the history of the NFL than Joe Horrigan, the heart and soul
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. As the gold standard of sports leagues celebrates its one hundredth
season, it’s appropriate that the gold standard of sports historians has written NFL Century, an
entertaining and educational journey.”—Gary Myers, New York Times bestselling author of Brady vs
Manning
  history of football in america: Asians and Pacific Islanders in American Football Joel S.
Franks, 2018-05-04 This book sheds light on experiences relatively underrepresented in academic
and non-academic sport history. It examines how Asian and Pacific Islander peoples used American
football to maintain a sense of community while encountering racial exclusion, labor exploitation,
and colonialism. Through their participation and spectatorship in American football, Asian and
Pacific Islander people crossed treacherous cultural frontiers to construct what sociologist Elijah
Anderson has called a cosmopolitan canopy under which Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, and
people of diverse racial and ethnic identities interacted with at least a semblance of respect and
equity. And perhaps a surprising number of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have excelled in
college and even professional football before the 1960s. Finally, acknowledging the impressive influx
of elite Pacific Islander gridders who surfaced in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century, it
is vital to note as well the racialized nativism shadowing the lives of these athletes.
  history of football in america: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
American Football Wikipedia contributors,
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American football | Definition, History, Leagues, Rules, & Facts   American football is the
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