
hills like white elephants summary
hills like white elephants summary offers a concise yet insightful overview of Ernest
Hemingway’s renowned short story. This literary work, first published in 1927, explores
complex themes through a seemingly simple conversation between a couple at a train
station. The narrative’s subtlety and Hemingway’s trademark economical style demand
careful reading to grasp the underlying tensions and emotional intricacies. This article
provides a detailed summary, explores the key themes and symbolism, and examines the
story’s characters and setting. By delving into these aspects, readers gain a
comprehensive understanding of the story’s significance and its place in modern
literature. The following sections break down the story’s plot, analyze its literary
elements, and highlight its enduring impact on readers and critics alike.
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Interpretations and Critical Analysis

Plot Summary of Hills Like White Elephants
The plot of hills like white elephants summary centers on a conversation between an
American man and a woman named Jig. They are waiting at a railway station in the Ebro
River valley in Spain, discussing an unnamed "operation" that the man wants Jig to
undergo. The story’s tension arises from their dialogue, which subtly reveals that the
operation is an abortion. Throughout the brief exchange, the couple’s differing
perspectives and emotions come to the surface. The man tries to persuade Jig that the
procedure is simple and will solve their problems, while Jig appears ambivalent and
conflicted. The story ends ambiguously, leaving readers uncertain about the decision they
will ultimately make.

Key Plot Points
The narrative unfolds through subtle dialogue and descriptive imagery rather than explicit
exposition. Important moments include:

The couple’s arrival at the train station and observation of the surrounding hills.



Jig’s remark comparing the hills to white elephants, an image loaded with symbolic
meaning.

The man’s repeated reassurance that the operation is "perfectly simple" and will
restore their previous happiness.

Jig’s moments of hesitation and silence, reflecting her inner turmoil.

The story’s unresolved ending, which leaves the outcome of their conversation
unclear.

Characters and Their Dynamics
Understanding the characters is essential to a thorough hills like white elephants
summary. The story focuses on two main figures: the American man and Jig. Their
relationship dynamics reveal deeper themes of communication, power, and gender roles.

The American Man
The American represents a pragmatic, somewhat detached perspective. He emphasizes
convenience and the restoration of normalcy, pushing for the abortion to avoid future
complications. His tone is persuasive but lacks emotional depth, reflecting his focus on
practical outcomes over Jig’s feelings.

Jig
Jig appears more emotionally complex and uncertain. Her comparison of the hills to white
elephants suggests a sensitivity to beauty and meaning beyond the immediate
conversation. She struggles with the decision, reflecting the conflict between societal
pressure, personal desire, and potential motherhood.

Interaction Between Characters
Their dialogue reveals an imbalance of power and differing priorities. The man’s insistence
contrasts with Jig’s ambivalence, highlighting communication barriers and emotional
distance. This dynamic is central to the story’s tension and thematic exploration.

Major Themes in Hills Like White Elephants
The story’s brevity belies its thematic richness. A comprehensive hills like white
elephants summary must address several key themes that resonate throughout the text.



Communication and Miscommunication
The couple’s dialogue is marked by indirect language and avoidance. They never explicitly
mention abortion, illustrating the difficulty of discussing sensitive topics. This theme
underscores the challenge of honest communication in relationships.

Choice and Consequences
Jig faces a crucial life decision that will affect her future. The story portrays the weight of
this choice and the potential consequences for both characters, emphasizing the
complexity of personal autonomy.

Gender Roles and Power
The man’s dominant role and Jig’s passive position highlight traditional gender dynamics.
The story critiques these roles by exposing the emotional cost of such imbalances and the
pressure placed on women.

Freedom and Confinement
The narrative contrasts the open landscape with the restrictive nature of the couple’s
situation. This theme explores the tension between freedom of choice and societal or
relational constraints.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
Ernest Hemingway employs symbolism and subtle literary techniques to enrich the
narrative, making them essential to any hills like white elephants summary.

The Hills Like White Elephants
The hills symbolize the pregnancy and the potential child. Jig’s comparison to "white
elephants" carries connotations of something burdensome or unwanted, but also rare and
valuable, reflecting her conflicted feelings.

The Train Station
The station represents a crossroads or turning point, symbolizing the decision that will
change the characters’ lives. It also emphasizes transient states and impending change.



Dialogue and Subtext
Hemingway’s use of sparse dialogue packed with subtext allows readers to infer much
about the characters’ emotions and motivations. The minimalist style creates tension and
ambiguity, inviting multiple interpretations.

Additional Literary Techniques

Use of imagery to contrast barren and fertile landscapes.

Repetition to emphasize key points, such as the man’s reassurances.

Irony in the couple’s conflicting desires and communication failures.

Setting and Its Significance
The setting plays a crucial role in the story and is integral to a comprehensive hills like
white elephants summary. The narrative takes place at a remote train station in the
Ebro River valley, Spain, during the early 20th century.

The Spanish Countryside
The surrounding landscape contrasts lush, fertile areas with dry, barren hills. This duality
mirrors the story’s central conflict between life and termination, hope and despair.

The Train Station as a Metaphor
The station symbolizes transience and decision-making. It is a place of waiting and
potential movement, reflecting the couple’s uncertain future and the pivotal choice Jig
faces.

Temporal Context
Set in the post-World War I era, the story reflects contemporary social attitudes toward
gender, sexuality, and abortion. The setting underscores the characters’ isolation and the
societal pressures influencing their interaction.

Interpretations and Critical Analysis
The complexity of hills like white elephants summary extends to its varied



interpretations and critical discussions. Scholars have examined the story from multiple
perspectives, highlighting its literary and cultural significance.

Feminist Readings
Some critics interpret the story as a commentary on women’s reproductive rights and
autonomy. Jig’s predicament illustrates the societal control over female bodies and the
emotional consequences of such control.

Psychological Perspectives
The narrative’s focus on subtext and internal conflict invites analysis of the characters’
psychological states. The story explores themes of denial, ambivalence, and emotional
repression.

Symbolic and Allegorical Interpretations
The story’s symbols have been analyzed as allegories for broader human experiences, such
as the burdens of choice and the complexities of communication. The "white elephants"
metaphor remains open to interpretation, enriching the text’s depth.

Impact on Modern Literature
Hemingway’s minimalist style and use of iceberg theory in this story have influenced
countless writers. Hills like white elephants summary highlights a pivotal moment in
literary history, showcasing narrative economy and thematic subtlety.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Hills Like White Elephants'
by Ernest Hemingway?
The main theme of 'Hills Like White Elephants' is the complexity of communication and
the tension in relationships, particularly focusing on the difficult decision about abortion
between the two main characters.

Who are the main characters in 'Hills Like White
Elephants' and what is their conflict?
The main characters are an American man and a woman named Jig. Their conflict revolves
around whether Jig should have an abortion, which creates emotional tension and
miscommunication between them.



What does the title 'Hills Like White Elephants'
symbolize in the story?
The title symbolizes the white elephants, which are often unwanted or burdensome
possessions. In the story, the 'white elephants' metaphorically represent the pregnancy
and the burden of the decision the couple faces.

How does Hemingway use dialogue in 'Hills Like White
Elephants' to convey the story?
Hemingway uses sparse, indirect dialogue to reveal the underlying emotional tension and
the characters’ true feelings without explicitly stating the conflict, relying on subtext and
implication.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Hills Like
White Elephants'?
The setting at a train station between two hills reflects the crossroads in the characters'
relationship and decision-making, symbolizing a point of transition and choice.

How does 'Hills Like White Elephants' address the topic
of abortion?
The story addresses abortion subtly and indirectly through conversation, highlighting the
emotional complexity and differing perspectives without explicitly naming the procedure.

What is the resolution of the story 'Hills Like White
Elephants'?
The story ends ambiguously without a clear resolution, leaving the couple’s decision about
the pregnancy and their future uncertain.

Why is 'Hills Like White Elephants' considered an
example of Hemingway's Iceberg Theory?
It exemplifies the Iceberg Theory because much of the story's meaning lies beneath the
surface dialogue, requiring readers to infer the true emotions and conflict from
minimalistic text and subtext.

Additional Resources
1. Hills Like White Elephants by Ernest Hemingway
This short story explores a conversation between a couple waiting at a train station in
Spain. The dialogue subtly addresses a tense issue, often interpreted as a discussion about
abortion, with the surrounding landscape symbolizing the emotional distance between



them. Hemingway's minimalist style leaves much to the reader's interpretation, making it
a powerful example of subtext in literature.

2. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Set during the Great Depression, this novel follows the Joad family as they travel from the
dust bowl of Oklahoma to California in search of a better life. The story highlights the
struggles of displaced farmers and the harsh realities of economic hardship, with the hills
and land representing both hope and despair.

3. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
This classic novel is set on the Yorkshire moors and revolves around the intense and often
destructive relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw. The rugged hills and
wild landscape mirror the tumultuous emotions and gothic atmosphere that permeate the
story.

4. The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner
A complex narrative set in the American South, this novel delves into the decline of the
Compson family. The story’s fragmented structure and shifting perspectives reflect the
fractured nature of memory and time, with the southern hills serving as a backdrop to the
family's tragedy.

5. East of Eden by John Steinbeck
This multigenerational saga takes place in California’s Salinas Valley, exploring themes of
good and evil, free will, and family dynamics. The fertile hills and valleys symbolize the
complex terrain of human emotions and moral choices faced by the characters.

6. The Secret Hills by Mary Stewart
A historical novel set in ancient Britain, it follows the journey of a young woman caught
between warring factions. The hills are both a physical and symbolic barrier she must
navigate to find safety and identity, weaving together romance and adventure.

7. Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes
A memoir recounting the author’s experience renovating an old villa in the hills of
Tuscany, Italy. It captures the charm of rural life, the beauty of the landscape, and the
personal transformation that comes with embracing a slower, more mindful way of living.

8. The Hill of Devi by Anita Desai
This novel explores the life of a young woman in India who returns to her ancestral home
in the hills after a period of illness. It delves into themes of identity, tradition, and change,
with the hills serving as a metaphor for inner strength and resilience.

9. In the Heart of the Hills by John Fox Jr.
Set in the Appalachian Mountains, this novel portrays the harsh life of coal miners and
their families. The hills are both a source of livelihood and hardship, shaping the
characters’ lives and the community’s struggles against economic and social challenges.
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  hills like white elephants summary: CliffsNotes on Hemingway's Short Stories James L.
Roberts, 2001-03-07 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major
themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles
in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar
format. CliffsNotes on Hemingway's Short Stories covers the best of Ernest Hemingway’s short-story
output. The first writer to define a distinctly American literature, Hemingway wrote himself into
most of his fiction. A man's man, Hemingway writes of adventures in Africa and the World Wars, as
well as grand hunting and fishing expeditions. Both critically successful and popular, Papa
Hemingway paints an American landscape with words, creating masterpieces of style and voice for
his readers. With CliffsNotes on Hemingway's Short Stories, you get summaries, commentary,
critical essays, character studies, and study help on the following 12 stories: Indian Camp The
Doctor and the Doctor's Wife The End of Something The Three-Day Blow The Killers A Way You'll
Never Be In Another Country Big Two-HeartedRiver— Parts I & II The Short Happy Life of Francis
Macomber Hills Like White Elephants A Clean, Well-Lighted Place The Snows of Kilimanjaro Classic
literature or modern modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  hills like white elephants summary: A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's "Hills Like White
Elephants" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-14 A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's Hills Like
White Elephants, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short
Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  hills like white elephants summary: A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's "Hills Like White
Elephants" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's Hills Like
White Elephants, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short
Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  hills like white elephants summary: Dad's Maybe Book Tim O'Brien, 2019 A bestselling
author shares wisdom from a life in letters, lessons learned inwartime, and the challenges, humor,
and rewards of raising two sons.
  hills like white elephants summary: CliffsNotes on Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms Adam
Sexton, 2007-08-20 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer a look into key elements and ideas
within classic works of literature. The latest generation of titles in this series also features glossaries
and visual elements that complement the familiar format. CliffsNotes on Farewell to Arms explores a
potent and memorable love story set against the historical and geographical background of World
War I. Following the growth of a rakish, indifferent soldier into a mature man capable of real love for
the worldly-wise nurse who falls for him, this study guide provides summaries and critical
commentaries for each chapter within the intense and descriptive novel. Other features that help
you figure out this important work include Personal background on author Ernest Hemingway,
including honors and awards Introduction to and synopsis of the books Character analyses of
primary figures Frederick Henry and Catherine Barkley Critical essays on weather symbolism and
Hemingway’s influence Review section that features fill-in-the-blank questions, quoted passages, and
suggested essay topics and practice projects Resource Center with books, articles, video and audio
recordings, and websites that can help round out your knowledge Classic literature or modern-day

http://www.speargroupllc.com/algebra-suggest-007/pdf?docid=PDp56-2987&title=learning-algebra-app.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/algebra-suggest-007/pdf?docid=PDp56-2987&title=learning-algebra-app.pdf


treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  hills like white elephants summary: Tools of the Writer's Craft Sands Hall, 2011-06-01 A
mainstay of many college writing programs by the best-selling author of Catching Heaven. Sands
Hall has developed these essays, stories and exercises during twenty-four years as a writing
instructor and freelance editor.
  hills like white elephants summary: Beginning Theory Peter Barry, 2002-09-07 In this
second edition of Beginning Theory, the variety of approaches, theorists, and technical language is
lucidly and expertly unraveled and explained, and allows readers to develop their own ideas once
first principles have been grasped. Expanded and updated from the original edition first published in
1995, Peter Barry has incorporated all of the recent developments in literary theory, adding two new
chapters covering the emergent Eco-criticism and the re-emerging Narratology.
  hills like white elephants summary: Gotham Writers' Workshop: Writing Fiction
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2010-08-10 Gotham Writers' Workshop has mastered the art of teaching the
craft of writing in a way that is practical, accessible, and entertaining. Now the techniques of this
renowned school are available in this book. Here you'll find: The fundamental elements of fiction
craft-character, plot, point of view, etc.-explained clearly and completely - Key concepts illustrated
with passages from great works of fiction - The complete text of Cathedral by Raymond Carver-a
masterpiece of contemporary short fiction that is analyzed throughout the book - Exercises that let
you immediately apply what you learn to your own writing. Written by Gotham Writers' Workshop
expert instructors and edited by Dean of Faculty Alexander Steele, Writing Fiction offers the same
methods and exercises that have earned the school international acclaim. Once you've read-and
written-your way through this book, you'll have a command of craft that will enable you to turn your
ideas into effective short stories and novels. You will be a writer. Gotham Writers' Workshop is
America's leading private creative writing school, offering classes in New York City and on the web
at WritingClasses.com. The school's interactive online classes, selected Best of the Web by Forbes,
have attracted thousands of aspiring writers from across the United States and more than sixty
countries.
  hills like white elephants summary: Hicks, Tribes, and Dirty Realists Robert Rebein,
2021-10-21 Robert Rebein argues that much literary fiction of the 1980s and 90s represents a
triumphant, if tortured, return to questions about place and the individual that inspired the works of
Hawthorne, Melville, Twain, Faulkner, and other giants of American literature. Concentrating on the
realist bent and regional orientation in contemporary fiction, he discusses in detail the various
names by which this fiction has been described, including literary postmodernism, minimalism, Hick
Chic, Dirty Realism, ecofeminism, and more. Rebein's clearly written, nuanced interpretations of
works by Raymond Carver, Cormac McCarthy, Don DeLillo, Louise Erdrich, Dorothy Allison, Barbara
Kingsolver, E. Annie Proulx, Chris Offut, and others, will appeal to a wide range of readers.
  hills like white elephants summary: Handbook of Research on Critical Thinking
Strategies in Pre-Service Learning Environments Mariano, Gina J., Figliano, Fred J., 2019-01-25
Learning strategies for critical thinking are a vital part of today’s curriculum as students have few
additional opportunities to learn these skills outside of school environments. Therefore, it is of
utmost importance for pre-service teachers to learn how to infuse critical thinking skill development
in every academic subject to assist future students in developing these skills. The Handbook of
Research on Critical Thinking Strategies in Pre-Service Learning Environments is a collection of
innovative research on the methods and applications of critical thinking that highlights ways to
effectively use critical thinking strategies and implement critical thinking skill development into
courses. While highlighting topics including deep learning, metacognition, and discourse analysis,
this book is ideally designed for educators, academicians, researchers, and students.
  hills like white elephants summary: Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway Ernest Hemingway,
2014-05-22 Before he gained wide fame as a novelist, Ernest Hemingway established his literary
reputation with his short stories. This collection, The Short Stories, originally published in 1938, is
definitive. Among these forty-nine short stories are Hemingway's earliest efforts, written when he



was a young foreign correspondent in Paris, and such masterpieces as “Hills Like White Elephants,”
“The Killers,” “The Short, Happy Life of Francis Macomber,” and “The Snows of Kilimanjaro.” Set in
the varied landscapes of Spain, Africa, and the American Midwest, this collection traces the
development and maturation of Hemingway's distinct and revolutionary storytelling style—from the
plain, bald language of his first story, “Up in Michigan,” to the seamless prose and spare, eloquent
pathos of “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” to the expansive solitude of the Big Two-Hearted River
stories. These stories showcase the singular talent of a master, the most important American writer
of the twentieth century.
  hills like white elephants summary: Literature and the Great War 1914-1918 Randall
Stevenson, 2013-05-02 Oxford Textual Perspectives is a new series of informative and provocative
studies focused upon literary texts (conceived of in the broadest sense of that term) and the
technologies, cultures and communities that produce, inform, and receive them. It provides fresh
interpretations of fundamental works and of the vital and challenging issues emerging in English
literary studies. By engaging with the materiality of the literary text, its production, and reception
history, and frequently testing and exploring the boundaries of the notion of text itself, the volumes
in the series question familiar frameworks and provide innovative interpretations of both canonical
and less well-known works. The Great War shaped the modern world, and much of its literary
imagination. Literature and the Great War insightfully reassesses this impact, analysing a wide
range of authors, both established and less well-known, and re-examining critical judgements,
popular assumptions - even 'myths' - about war writing that have developed in the century or so that
has followed. By looking at all genres of Great War writing in a single volume, the study allows
reconsideration of the relative merits of the period's much-praised poetry and its generally less
celebrated narrative texts. Randall Stevenson looks far beyond the work of soldier-authors,
considering also the role of an older generation of writers - ones whose reputations were established
before the war began - as well as the impact of war on the modernist imagination developing
afterwards, in the 1920s. Literature and the Great War examines the context in which this literature
was produced. Taking into consideration military life, the role of newspapers, war correspondents,
politicians and propagandists. The unintelligible violence of the Great War placed a huge amount of
pressure on the language, imagination, and textual practice of all who attempted to describe it.
Incisively reconsidering these fundamental issues, Literature and the Great War challenges and
rejuvenates approaches to its subject, redefining the interconnections of history, culture, and
literary imagination in the early decades of the twentieth century.
  hills like white elephants summary: Subject to Change Susie J. Tharu, 1998 This collections
of essays is a reprint of a special issue of the Journal of English and Foreign Languages on Teaching
Literature . The contributions to this anthology reflect the debate in the thinking about English/
Literary Studies. It discusses the refiguring of internationalism in the context of a new global order.
  hills like white elephants summary: Morality Matters Jeffrey R. Di Leo, 2002 How do race,
class, and gender issues affect moral philosophy? This question is the focus of this ambitious new
applied ethics anthology. Author Jeffrey R. Di Leo complements classical and contemporary readings
with materials drawn from film, fiction, court cases, and current events to create this highly flexible
and versatile volume.
  hills like white elephants summary: The Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway Ernest
Hemingway, 2017-07-18 The fourth in the series of new annotated editions of Ernest Hemingway’s
work, edited by the author’s grandson Seán and introduced by his son Patrick, this “illuminating”
(The Washington Post) collection includes the best of the well-known classics as well as unpublished
stories, early drafts, and notes that “offer insight into the mind and methods of one of the greatest
practitioners of the story form” (Kirkus Reviews). Ernest Hemingway is a cultural icon—an
archetype of rugged masculinity, a romantic ideal of the intellectual in perpetual exile—but, to his
countless readers, Hemingway remains a literary force much greater than his image. Of all of
Hemingway’s canonical fictions, perhaps none demonstrate so forcefully the power of the author’s
revolutionary style as his short stories. In classics like “Hills like White Elephants,” “The Butterfly in



the Tank,” and “The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber,” Hemingway shows us great literature
compressed to its most potent essentials. We also see, in Hemingway’s short fiction, the tales that
created the legend: these are stories of men and women in love and in war and on the hunt, stories
of a lost generation born into a fractured time. The Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway presents
many of Hemingway’s most famous classics alongside rare and unpublished material: Hemingway’s
early drafts and correspondence, his dazzling out-of-print essay on the art of the short story, and two
marvelous examples of his earliest work—his first published story, “The Judgment of Manitou,”
which Hemingway wrote when still a high school student, and a never-before-published story,
written when the author was recovering from a war injury in Milan after WWI. This work offers vital
insight into the artistic development of one of the twentieth century’s greatest writers. It is a perfect
introduction for a new generation of Hemingway readers, and it belongs in the collection of any true
Hemingway fan.
  hills like white elephants summary: The Novel Project Graeme Simsion, 2022-03-01 The
no-drama novel writing method behind Graeme Simsion’s global bestsellers
  hills like white elephants summary: The Hemingway Short Story Robert Paul Lamb,
2013-01-02 In The Hemingway Short Story: A Study in Craft for Writers and Readers, Robert Paul
Lamb delivers a dazzling analysis of the craft of this influential writer. Lamb scrutinizes a selection
of Hemingway's exemplary stories to illuminate the author's methods of construction and to show
how craft criticism complements and enhances cultural literary studies. The Hemingway Short
Story, the highly anticipated sequel to Lamb's critically acclaimed Art Matters: Hemingway, Craft,
and the Creation of the Modern Short Story, reconciles the creative writer's focus on art with the
concerns of cultural critics, establishing the value that craft criticism holds for all readers.
Beautifully written in clear and engaging prose, Lamb's study presents close readings of
representative Hemingway stories such as Soldier's Home, A Canary for One, God Rest You Merry,
Gentlemen, and Big Two-Hearted River. Lamb's examination of Indian Camp, for instance, explores
not only its biographical contexts -- showing how details, incidents, and characters developed in the
writer's mind and notebook as he transmuted life into art -- but also its original, deleted opening and
the final text of the story, uncovering otherwise unseen aspects of technique and new terrains of
meaning. Lamb proves that a writer is not merely a site upon which cultural forces contend, but a
professional in his or her craft who makes countless conscious decisions in creating a literary text.
Revealing how the short story operates as a distinct literary genre, Lamb provides the meticulous
readings that the form demands -- showing Hemingway practicing his craft, offering new inclusive
interpretations of much debated stories, reevaluating critically neglected stories, analyzing how
craft is inextricably entwined with a story's cultural representations, and demonstrating the many
ways in which careful examinations of stories reward us.
  hills like white elephants summary: Dispatches from the Classroom Chris Drew, Joseph Rein,
David Yost, 2011-12-08 With emphasis on practical classroom application, this up-to-date and
refreshingly honest collection of essays is a wonderful resource for teaching creative writing. The
original and utterly contemporary essays that accurately portray the reality of the teaching
experience.
  hills like white elephants summary: The Art of Writing Fiction Andrew Cowan, 2023-08-22
An elegant and intimate insight into the personal and practical processes of writing, Andrew
Cowan’s The Art of Writing Fiction draws on his experience as a prize-winning novelist and his work
with emerging writers at the University of East Anglia. As illuminating for the recreational writer as
for students of Creative Writing, the twelve chapters of this book correspond to the twelve weeks of
a typical university syllabus, and provide guidance on mastering key aspects of fiction such as
structure, character, voice, point of view, and setting, as well as describing techniques for
stimulating creativity and getting the most out of feedback. This new edition offers extended
consideration to structure, point of view, and the organisation of time in the novel, as well as the
conduct of the Creative Writing workshop in the light of the decolonising the curriculum movement.
It features additional writing exercises, as well as an afterword with invaluable advice on



approaching agents and publishers. The range of writers surveyed is greatly expanded, finding
inspiration and practical guidance in the work of Margaret Atwood, Ayanna Lloyd Banwo, Richard
Beard, Tsitsi Dangarembga, Richard Ford, Ashley Hickson-Lovence, Anjali Joseph, James Joyce,
James Kelman, Ian McEwan, Arundhati Roy, Sam Selvon, Vikram Seth, and Ali Smith, among many
others. With over 80 writing exercises and examples taken from dozens of novels and short stories,
the new edition of The Art of Writing Fiction is enriched by the author’s own experience as a novelist
and lecturer, making it an essential guide for readers interested in the theory, teaching, and practice
of Creative Writing.
  hills like white elephants summary: The Visual Poetics of Raymond Carver Ayala Amir,
2010-07-17 The Visual Poetics of Raymond Carver draws on the study of visual arts to illuminate the
short stories of noted author Raymond Carver, in the broader context of vision and visualization in a
literary text. Ayala Amir examines Carver's use of the eye-of-the-camera technique. Amir uncovers
the tensions that structure his visual aesthetics and examines assumptions that govern scholarly
discussions of his work, relating these matters to the complex nature of photography and to the
current visual turn of cultural studies. The research uses visual approaches to reflect upon
traditional issues of narrative study-duration, dialogue, narration, description, frame, character, and
meaning. Amir shows how Carver's visual aesthetics shapes the meaning of his stories, while also
challenging accepted notions of the boundaries of the literary.
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