
gifted and talented programs
gifted and talented programs serve as specialized educational initiatives
designed to meet the unique needs of students who demonstrate exceptional
intellectual abilities or talents. These programs aim to provide enriched
learning experiences that challenge and engage gifted learners beyond the
standard curriculum. By offering advanced coursework, creative problem-
solving opportunities, and tailored instruction, gifted and talented programs
foster academic growth and personal development. Understanding the structure,
benefits, identification processes, and challenges related to these programs
is essential for educators, parents, and policymakers. This article explores
the essential components of gifted and talented programs, including
identification methods, program models, curriculum design, and the impact on
student outcomes. The discussion also highlights best practices and
considerations for ensuring equitable access and support for gifted learners.
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Understanding Gifted and Talented Programs
Gifted and talented programs are educational services designed to address the
advanced learning needs of students who demonstrate high performance
capability in intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership areas. These
programs provide differentiated instruction that goes beyond the conventional
classroom to nurture students’ abilities and potential. They recognize that
gifted students require more complex, in-depth, or accelerated content to
stay engaged and motivated. The goal is to cultivate critical thinking,
creativity, and problem-solving skills while supporting social and emotional
development.

Definition and Purpose
Gifted and talented programs focus on identifying students who possess above-
average intellectual abilities or talents and providing them with resources



that support their exceptional learning pace and style. The purpose is to
prevent underachievement and promote academic excellence by offering
opportunities that standard educational settings may not provide. These
programs help students reach their full potential and prepare them for future
academic and career success.

Eligibility Criteria
Eligibility for gifted and talented programs varies by school district and
state but generally includes multiple criteria, such as cognitive
assessments, academic performance, teacher recommendations, and creativity
measures. Identification is a comprehensive process that seeks to recognize
diverse talents and avoid bias, ensuring that students from all backgrounds
have access to these specialized services.

Identification and Assessment Methods
Accurate identification of gifted and talented students is critical to the
effectiveness of these programs. Schools employ a variety of assessment tools
and strategies to ensure a fair and thorough selection process. Identifying
giftedness can be complex, as it involves multiple dimensions including
intellectual ability, creativity, leadership, and specific academic talents.

Standardized Testing
Standardized intelligence tests such as the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children (WISC) or the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales are commonly used
to assess cognitive abilities. These tests provide quantitative measures of
intellectual potential and help in identifying students who qualify for
gifted services based on their scores.

Teacher and Parent Nominations
Educators and parents play a significant role in the identification process
through observations and nominations. Teachers can recognize students’
advanced problem-solving skills, rapid learning, and creativity in the
classroom, while parents may notice exceptional talents or interests outside
school.

Performance and Portfolio Assessments
In addition to standardized tests, some programs use performance tasks or
portfolios showcasing a student’s work, creativity, and problem-solving
abilities. These assessments provide a more holistic view of a student’s



capabilities, especially in areas like art, music, or leadership.

Types of Gifted and Talented Programs
Gifted and talented programs come in various formats to accommodate different
student needs and educational settings. Schools may implement one or more of
these models to effectively serve gifted learners.

Pull-Out Programs
Pull-out programs involve removing gifted students from the regular classroom
for a portion of the day to participate in specialized instruction or
enrichment activities. This model allows students to engage with peers of
similar abilities and receive targeted challenges.

Cluster Grouping
Cluster grouping places several gifted students together within a single
classroom, enabling differentiated instruction tailored to their advanced
learning needs while still participating in the general education
environment.

Self-Contained Classes
Self-contained classes are dedicated classrooms exclusively for gifted
students. These classes often follow an accelerated curriculum and provide a
highly stimulating environment with peers of comparable ability levels.

Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment
Some gifted and talented programs offer opportunities for students to take
advanced placement (AP) courses or participate in dual enrollment with
colleges, allowing them to earn college credit and experience higher-level
academic challenges.

Curriculum and Instructional Strategies
The curriculum in gifted and talented programs is designed to be rigorous,
accelerated, and enriched to meet the advanced learning needs of gifted
students. Instructional strategies focus on fostering higher-order thinking,
creativity, and independent learning.



Differentiated Instruction
Differentiated instruction tailors teaching methods and materials to the
unique learning pace, style, and interests of gifted students. This approach
challenges students with complex content while accommodating their strengths
and weaknesses.

Acceleration
Acceleration allows gifted students to move through the curriculum at a
faster pace than typical grade-level progression. This strategy can include
grade skipping or early entrance to college-level courses.

Enrichment Activities
Enrichment involves providing additional learning experiences that deepen
understanding and expand knowledge beyond the standard curriculum. Examples
include independent research projects, mentorships, and participation in
competitions.

Use of Technology
Technology integration in gifted and talented programs enhances learning
through access to advanced resources, interactive simulations, and global
collaboration opportunities. It supports personalized learning pathways and
fosters creativity.

Benefits of Gifted and Talented Programs
Participation in gifted and talented programs offers numerous academic,
social, and emotional benefits for students. These programs are designed to
meet the unique needs of gifted learners, promoting their growth and well-
being.

Academic Advancement
Gifted and talented programs provide challenging coursework that stimulates
intellectual growth and helps prevent boredom and disengagement in school.
Students develop advanced skills in critical thinking, problem-solving, and
creativity.



Social and Emotional Support
These programs often include counseling and peer group activities that
address the social and emotional needs of gifted students, who may experience
unique challenges such as perfectionism or asynchronous development.

Preparation for Future Success
Gifted and talented programs prepare students for higher education and
competitive careers by fostering a strong academic foundation, leadership
skills, and a lifelong love of learning.

Increased Motivation and Engagement
Providing appropriately challenging material and learning environments helps
maintain students’ motivation and engagement, reducing the risk of
underachievement and dropout.

Challenges and Considerations
Despite the advantages, gifted and talented programs face challenges related
to identification, equity, and resource allocation. Addressing these issues
is crucial for maximizing program effectiveness and accessibility.

Equity and Access
Ensuring equitable access to gifted and talented programs remains a
significant challenge. Students from minority, low-income, or underserved
communities are often underrepresented due to biases in identification
processes and lack of awareness.

Underidentification and Misidentification
Some gifted students, particularly those with disabilities or from diverse
cultural backgrounds, may be overlooked or misidentified, resulting in missed
opportunities for appropriate educational support.

Resource Limitations
Funding constraints and limited trained personnel can affect the quality and
availability of gifted and talented programs, impacting student outcomes.



Social and Emotional Issues
Gifted students may face social isolation or pressure to perform,
necessitating careful program design that includes emotional support and peer
interaction opportunities.

Best Practices for Program Implementation

Use multiple and culturally responsive identification methods.

Provide ongoing professional development for educators.

Offer flexible program models to meet diverse student needs.

Engage families and communities in program planning.

Monitor and evaluate program effectiveness regularly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are gifted and talented programs?
Gifted and talented programs are specialized educational programs designed to
meet the needs of students who demonstrate exceptional intellectual
abilities, creativity, or talents beyond the typical school curriculum.

How are students identified for gifted and talented
programs?
Students are usually identified through a combination of standardized tests,
teacher recommendations, parent nominations, and performance assessments to
determine their eligibility for gifted and talented programs.

What benefits do gifted and talented programs offer
to students?
These programs provide accelerated learning, challenging curriculum,
enrichment opportunities, and social-emotional support tailored to gifted
students to help them reach their full potential.

Are gifted and talented programs available for all



grade levels?
Yes, many schools offer gifted and talented programs across various grade
levels, from elementary through high school, to support advanced learners at
different stages of their education.

How can parents support their children in gifted and
talented programs?
Parents can support their children by staying engaged with their progress,
encouraging intellectual curiosity, providing resources for enrichment
outside of school, and advocating for appropriate educational opportunities.

Additional Resources
1. “A Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children” by James T. Webb
This comprehensive guide offers parents practical advice on understanding and
supporting gifted children. It covers emotional, social, and academic
challenges that gifted kids may face. The book emphasizes nurturing talents
while addressing potential pitfalls such as perfectionism and asynchronous
development.

2. “Developing Giftedness in Young Children: Practical Advice for Parents and
Teachers” by Carol Fertig
This book provides strategies for identifying and fostering giftedness in
early childhood. It includes activities and suggestions tailored for young
children to stimulate their intellectual and creative growth. Educators and
parents alike will find useful tools for creating enriching environments.

3. “Gifted Kids Thrive: A Guide for Parents and Teachers” by Linda Silverman
Linda Silverman offers insights into the unique needs of gifted children and
how to help them thrive both academically and emotionally. The book discusses
common myths and provides guidance on appropriate educational placements. It
is a valuable resource for understanding the social dynamics gifted children
experience.

4. “Teaching Gifted Kids in Today’s Classroom: Strategies and Techniques
Every Teacher Can Use” by Susan Winebrenner
This resource equips educators with practical methods to challenge and engage
gifted students within mixed-ability classrooms. It presents differentiated
instruction techniques and enrichment opportunities that cater to diverse
talents. The book encourages a balanced approach to meet individual student
needs.

5. “The Gifted Teen Survival Guide: Smart, Sharp, and Ready for (Almost)
Anything” by Judy Galbraith and Jim Delisle
Aimed at gifted adolescents, this guide addresses social, emotional, and
academic challenges unique to gifted teens. It offers coping strategies for
stress, peer relationships, and self-advocacy. The tone is supportive and



empowering, helping teens navigate their complex worlds.

6. “Excellence in Educating Gifted Students” by Steven I. Pfeiffer
This book presents research-based practices and policies for educating gifted
students effectively. It covers identification, curriculum design, and
social-emotional support frameworks. Educators and administrators will find
valuable guidance for building strong gifted programs.

7. “Misdiagnosis and Dual Diagnoses of Gifted Children and Adults” by James
T. Webb et al.
This book explores the challenges of misdiagnosing gifted individuals with
learning disabilities or mental health conditions. It highlights the
importance of accurate assessment and understanding of giftedness. The
authors provide strategies for professionals to avoid common diagnostic
errors.

8. “Counseling Gifted and Talented Children” by Steven I. Pfeiffer and Tracy
L. Cross
Focused on the psychological well-being of gifted children, this text offers
counseling techniques tailored to the unique issues they face. Topics include
perfectionism, social isolation, and identity development. It serves as a
valuable resource for school counselors and mental health professionals.

9. “Differentiation for Gifted Learners: Going Beyond the Basics” by Carol
Ann Tomlinson
This book delves into advanced differentiation strategies specifically
designed for gifted learners. It encourages teachers to deepen curriculum
complexity and provide meaningful challenges. Practical examples and case
studies illustrate how to implement effective differentiation in diverse
classrooms.
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identification to evaluation and advocacy, and takes into account current trends in education, such
as the Focus on diversity and the efforts needed to ensure underrepresented populations are
screened for gifted education Collaboration with special education, families, and community
members to ensure all students have access to programming and services Use of technology,
especially in rural communities Development of local policies to support gifted education Whether
you are developing a new program or restructuring an existing service, this guidebook will help you
meet the needs of today’s gifted students.
  gifted and talented programs: Identification of Students for Gifted and Talented Programs
Joseph S. Renzulli, Sally M. Reis, Series Editor, 2004-03-06 Focuses on one of the most widely
debated topics in the field, addressing the challenges educators face in attempting to accurately
identify gifted and talented students.
  gifted and talented programs: Program Evaluation in Gifted Education Carolyn M. Callahan,
Sally M. Reis, Series Editor, 2004-03-11 These readings offer critical guidance in the development of
assessment instruments for gifted programs.
  gifted and talented programs: Systems and Models for Developing Programs for the Gifted
and Talented Joseph S. Renzulli, E. Jean Gubbins, Kristin S. McMillen, Rebecca D. Eckert, Catherine
A. Little, 2023-05-31 Now completely revised and expanded, Systems and Models for Developing
Programs for the Gifted and Talented includes chapters on the major systems and models for
developing programs for the gifted, including the Autonomous Learner Model, the Integrative
Education Model, the Multiple Menu Model, the Purdue Three-Stage Model, the Schoolwide
Enrichment Model, and Levels of Service. Forty-two experts in gifted education contributed to 25
chapters, and each chapter includes a discussion of the model, theoretical underpinnings, research
on effectiveness, and considerations for implementations. Discussion questions follow each chapter.
Chapters provide compact, yet comprehensive summaries of the major models developed by leaders
in the field of gifted education.
  gifted and talented programs: Program Design and Development for Gifted and
Talented Students Frederick B. Tuttle, Laurence A. Becker, 1980 The document on program
design and development, is the second book in a multimedia program, Educating the Gifted and
Talented, a series designed to provide background information, supplementary materials, workshop
activities, and discussion questions for individuals and teachers working with or preparing to work
with gifted students. Chapter 1 presents a rationale for special programs for gifted and talented
students by pointing out program benefits to the individual, to the school and teacher, and to
society. Misconceptions and unspoken concerns regarding the gifted are responded to. A second
chapter discusses the various organizational structures designed to meet the needs and to
accommodate the characteristics of gifted and talented students. Three general categories of
structures (totally separate, semiseparated, and integrated) are reviewed, and three approaches to
programing (acceleration, enrichment, and counseling) are highlighted. Chapter 3 examines three
models to help teachers analyze and develop curriculum--Bloom's Taxonomy, Guilford's Structure of
Intellect, and Renzulli's Enrichment Triad. Chapter 4 points out the characteristics of a successful
teacher of the gifted and considers several methods for locating appropriate teachers. Chapter 5
focuses on the purposes of the program evaluation, the issues in evaluation of programs for gifted
and talented students, and the concept of using a variety of approaches to program evaluation. A
specific example of an evaluation is offered. A final summary chapter answers several questions
program developers might be asked when initiating a gifted/talented program and outlines 15 steps
for developing a program for the gifted which parallel the preceeding questions. Supplementary
materials include a glossary of administrative designs, a list of teacher preparation programs in
gifted and talented education, reasons for denial of funding, a sample program, and selected
references. Also provided are teacher activities which relate to program design and development.
(SBH)
  gifted and talented programs: Designing and Developing Programs for Gifted Students Joan
F. Smutny, 2003 In this handbook, you will find the inspiration and the practical guidance you need



to start your own gifted program! Gifted programs have the potential to change lives, but they can
be difficult to develop and sustain without the appropriate research and guidance. This book gives
you the nuts and bolts needed to design and implement a gifted program to maximize the benefits to
students, teachers, schools, and parents. In this comprehensive volume, best-selling author Joan
Franklin Smutny brings some of the leading gifted educators together under the aegis of the
National Association of Gifted Children. Lending editorial guidance and her own contributions,
Smutny directs the individual expertise of each contributor, with chapters that include guidelines
for: Designing and implementing curriculum for pre-K through middle school Identifying and
selecting the best teachers Creating the vital support networks among parents, school, and
community Assessing the program′s impact on children, parents, and teachers Developing special
programming for the disadvantaged gifted students The book offers several examples of different
learning experiences that fall under the definition of a gifted program, as well as a chapter that
outlines all of the essentials for starting a gifted program, including sample forms and letters.
  gifted and talented programs: Designing Gifted Education Programs and Services Scott
J. Peters, Dina Brulles, 2021-09-23 This book is intended to support educators in the design and
implementation of comprehensive gifted education plans. From planning to actual implementation,
this book takes the reader from goals and purpose to assessing student needs and program design.
The authors begin with a broad overview of best practices in programming and services,
highlighting connections to student needs, programming standards, and state laws. Their
recommendations include philosophical, cultural, and practical considerations and data-based
decision making. In this book, Peters and Brulles guide the reader through the process of
determining the most optimal programming methods for schools to take based on their individual
needs and circumstances. With this book, schools will be able to design and develop programs
and/or services that lay the foundation necessary to ensure all students are appropriately
challenged.
  gifted and talented programs: Excellence and Equality David M. Fetterman, 1988-07-08
Fetterman focuses on what actually works in gifted and talented education programs.
Complementing the psychological perspective on gifted and talented education, he adopts an
anthropological point of view, using methods such as lengthy interviews with students, teachers,
parents, administrators, and others involved in the school programs; daily observation; and group
discussions to elicit the insider�s perspective. A ground-breaking work, Fetterman�s timely study
provides a comparative picture of over 433 gifted and talented programs in the United States, as
well as programs in other countries. The author�s cross-cultural perspective points up the need for
U.S. educators to shake themselves out of a national complacency about the gifted and talented and
stresses the importance of comparing our own efforts with those of other nations. In the process,
Fetterman proposes a model for educational excellence in terms of the mainstream U.S. educational
system. The book will provide new insights for educators and policymakers working in our
educational system as they strive to meet the needs of gifted and talented students.
  gifted and talented programs: Designing Services and Programs for High-Ability
Learners Jeanne H. Purcell, Rebecca D. Eckert, 2006 THE comprehensive guide to establishing or
strengthening a gifted program! Whether you are developing a new program from the ground up or
need to restructure an existing one, Designing Services and Programs for High-Ability Learners will
help you every step of the way with detailed guidelines, practical tips, templates, action plans, and
suggestions for strategic planning teams as well as for the sole practitioner. Consolidating the sage
advice and up-to-date research of 29 leaders in the field, this comprehensive and highly practical
guide takes the guesswork out of providing appropriate services and programming for high-ability
students from elementary through high school. Each chapter addresses a key feature of gifted
programming, from identification to evaluation and advocacy, and includes Definition, Rationale, and
Guiding Principles of the key feature Attributes That Define High Quality for assessing effectiveness
Flawed Example of the key feature and strategies to improve the example Revised Example,
illustrating implementation of high-quality attributes Strategic Plan for Designing or Remodeling the



key feature, delineating the steps involved Template for Getting Started, helping you take the first
steps of a complex process Must-Read Resources Informed planning allows you to tailor services to
the specific needs of your students, whether youa're in a rural, urban, or suburban community.
Superintendents, administrators, teachers, and advocates will find Designing Services and Programs
for High-Ability Learners invaluable in defending, developing, and monitoring high quality gifted
services and programs.
  gifted and talented programs: Specialized Schools for High-Ability Learners Bronwyn
MacFarlane, 2021-09-23 Specialized Schools for High-Ability Learners focuses on educational
programming offered in nontraditional, publicly approved, and private settings, with important
details about how to serve high-ability learners in specialized schools and deliver schoolwide
educational change. Each chapter offers a differentiated resource for educators who are interested
in designing and implementing programs in specialized school settings by providing a discussion of
the critical components for inclusion in a carefully planned, coherent, and quality-minded K-12
curricular sequence. This book delivers a comprehensive discussion with recommendations for the
learning experiences of high-talent students in specialized schools and alternatively approved
educational programs. Through relevant research and practical applications, this compendium will
help in developing high levels of talent among the next generation of competent critical thinkers.
  gifted and talented programs: Serving Gifted Learners Beyond the Traditional Classroom
Joyce VanTassel-Baska, 2007 Serving Gifted Learners Beyond the Traditional Classroom: A Guide to
Alternative Programs and Services provides a concise and thorough introduction to the various types
of out-of-school programming recommended and appropriate for gifted and advanced learners.
Including overviews of mentoring programs, residential schools, summer opportunities, and distance
learning, top scholars in the field of gifted education combine research and experience in this guide
toalternative services for teachers, parents, and gifted education program directors. Other programs
and services covered include service learning, university-based programs, and competitions. In
addition, a much-needed review of the issues concerning programming for diverse youth, options for
students from low-income backgrounds, and counseling gifted students to make good out-of-school
choices, along with an insightful, insider's look at the culture and lives of gifted students at
residential schools, make this handy guide to alternative programs and services a necessity for
anyone serving and working with gifted students.
  gifted and talented programs: Identifying Gifted Students Susan K. Johnsen, 2005 This
publication provides directors and coordinators of programs for gifted and talented students with a
specific step-by-step plan for developing an identification procedure in a school or school district.
While the sections of this publication are laid out sequentially according to the steps, identification is
an ongoing process. The goal of identification is to ensure that every gifted and talented student who
needs a program that is different from the general education curriculum receives one that is
matched to his or her specific characteristics. Perfect for anyone seeking a concise introduction to
the identification of gifted students, this book is designed to offer administrators, teachers, and
parents an overview of the critical issues in building effective identification procedures. This book
overviews definitions and characteristics of gifted students, qualitative and quantitative assessment,
using multiple assessments, identification procedures, and decision making about placement. This is
one of the books in Prufrock Press' popular Practical Strategies Series in Gifted Education. This
series offers a unique collection of tightly focused books that provide a concise, practical
introduction to important topics concerning the education of gifted children. The guides offer a
perfect beginner's introduction to key information about gifted and talented education.
  gifted and talented programs: Discovering Programs for Talent Development Beverly N.
Parke, 2003 This resource is an indispensable tool for all educators who want to fill the gaps in
gifted education and provide their gifted and talented students with the educational opportunities
they need to reach their full potential.
  gifted and talented programs: Curriculum for Gifted and Talented Students Joyce
VanTassel-Baska, Sally M. Reis, Series Editor, 2003-11-06 This ready reference offers decision



makers the tools they need to shape a successful and enriching curriculum for gifted students.
  gifted and talented programs: A Menu of Options for Grouping Gifted Students Karen B.
Rogers, 2006 This book gives teachers tips for grouping gifted students in and out of the classroom
and provides a menu of options for serving gifted students.
  gifted and talented programs: Empowering Underrepresented Gifted Students Joy
Lawson Davis, Deb Douglas, 2021-09-23 Help underserved high-potential students claim their right
to an education that addresses their unique needs. In gifted education, an important and contentious
issue that has yet to be sufficiently addressed is the systemic underrepresentation of gifted students
who have been discriminated against in school-based gifted and advanced learner programs because
of their race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or other realities.
Empowering Underrepresented Gifted Students gives a voice to those students and brings their
stories into focus. With chapters written by student and expert scholars who specialize in addressing
the structural inequity and educational inequality in gifted and advanced learner programs,
Empowering Underrepresented Gifted Students recommends practices and strategies for helping
underserved high-potential students claim their right to an education that addresses their unique
needs. Each chapter has key takeaways and discussion questions, providing a built-in book study
guide to prepare educators to engage students in conversation and to help develop their
self-advocacy skills. Coeditors Dr. Joy Lawson Davis and Deb Douglas have brought together the
voices of experts and students to help educators move closer to ensuring equity, access, and
excellence in gifted education. By arming historically marginalized gifted students with
self-advocacy strategies, these remarkable students will be better enabled to fulfill their dreams.
  gifted and talented programs: Re-forming Gifted Education Karen B. Rogers, 2002 Offers
parents and teachers advice on how to improve classroom curriculum and experiences for gifted
children, discussing how schools can match programs to a student's specific needs, traits, and
abilities.
  gifted and talented programs: Education of the Gifted and Talented Gary A. Davis, Sylvia B.
Rimm, Del Siegle, 2011 This top-selling comprehensive book, written by leaders in the field, presents
a thorough review of the entire field of gifted education with best-practices. After a brief overview of
current issues in the field, the book discusses crucial topics in the field, including the characteristics
of gifted students, strategies for identification, considerations in planning sound gifted and talented
programs, contemporary program models, varieties of acceleration, differentiated curriculum
models, problems of underachievement of disadvantaged, twice-exceptional, and female gifted
students, and the evaluation of gifted programs. The authors also address affective needs,
leadership, and counseling. A chapter on parenting gifted children includes a section on advocating
for gifted education and communication with schools. The sixth edition has been thoroughly revised,
most notably with the latest research on acceleration, curriculum models, underachievement,
culturally and economically disadvantaged students, gender issues, and dual exceptionalities. The
content is further supported and enhanced by the inclusion of numerous practical strategies that can
be implemented in the classroom, case studies that help teachers identify student needs, summaries
of research on effective programs, emphasis on pedagogy and on social-emotional needs, heightened
awareness of less visible sub-groups within gifted populations, and an amusing, witty writing style
that adds to the appeal of this best-selling book.
  gifted and talented programs: National Excellence Pat O'Connell Ross, 1993 This report on
the educational needs of American gifted and talented students identifies indicators of an
educational crisis, describes the current status of education for these students, and presents
recommendations to meet the educational needs of these students. Indicators demonstrating the
need for change include the relatively poor performance by American students on international tests
and the small number of students performing at the highest levels on National Assessment of
Educational Progress tests. Recent studies have shown that gifted and talented elementary school
students have mastered 35-40% of the curriculum in five basic subjects before they begin the school
year; most regular classroom teachers make few, if any, provisions for talented students; highest



achieving students study less than an hour a day; and only 2 cents out of every $100 spent on K-12
education supports special opportunities for talented students. A review describes how gifted and
talented students are currently identified, the number of students served, the kind of support
available, the kind of education most gifted and talented students receive, and characteristics of
effective programs for these students. Seven recommendations are offered: (1) set challenging
curricular standards; (2) establish high-level learning opportunities; (3) ensure access to early
childhood education; (4) increase learning opportunities for disadvantaged and minority children
with outstanding talents; (5) broaden the definition of gifted (a broadened definition based on the
federal Javits Gifted and Talented Education Act is offered); (6) encourage appropriate teacher
training and technical assistance; and (7) match world performance. (Contains 43 references.) (DB)
  gifted and talented programs: Using the National Gifted Education Standards for University
Teacher Preparation Programs Susan K. Johnsen, Joyce L. VanTassel-Baska, Ann Robinson,
2008-03-27 A breakthrough resource on gifted education course design! For universities seeking
accreditation of their gifted education teacher preparation programs, the program must be aligned
with NCATE-approved standards. This guidebook helps university personnel design or revise gifted
education programs to incorporate the ten new standards developed by NAGC, CEC, and TAG. In
addition to the CD-ROM with an annotated bibliography of the research and literature on which the
standards are based, professors and program coordinators will find: Techniques for aligning
coursework, clinical practice, and field experience with standards Sample syllabi Information on
teacher assessment Details of the challenges associated with the new standards
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