
garratt v dailey lawsuit
garratt v dailey lawsuit is a landmark case in the realm of tort law, particularly regarding
intentional torts and the concept of intent in battery claims. Originating from a real incident
involving a young boy named Brian Dailey and an elderly woman named Ruth Garratt, this lawsuit
has become a foundational case studied in law schools across the United States. The case primarily
explores the legal definitions of intent, consent, and battery, focusing on whether Dailey intended to
cause harm when he moved a chair that Garratt attempted to sit on. This article delves into the
background of the garratt v dailey lawsuit, its legal significance, the court's decision, and its lasting
impact on tort law. Additionally, the discussion covers key legal principles illustrated by the case and
their application in modern law. Understanding this case provides valuable insight into intentional
torts and how courts interpret actions and intent.
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Background of the Garratt v Dailey Lawsuit
The garratt v dailey lawsuit arose from an incident in 1955 involving Brian Dailey, a five-year-old
boy, and Ruth Garratt, a 77-year-old woman. The dispute began when Dailey allegedly moved a
folding chair just as Garratt was attempting to sit down, causing her to fall and sustain injuries.
Garratt filed a lawsuit claiming that Dailey committed battery by intentionally causing her harm. The
central question was whether Dailey intentionally caused the harmful contact or if the act was
accidental. This case quickly became a significant example for examining the concept of intent in
tort law.

Facts of the Case
On the day of the incident, Brian Dailey was visiting his aunt’s home, where Ruth Garratt was also
present. As Garratt reached to sit on a folding chair, Dailey moved it several inches away. Garratt
fell and suffered injuries, leading her to sue Dailey for battery. The lawsuit questioned whether
Dailey had the requisite intent to commit battery or whether the act was unintentional and thus not
actionable under tort law.



Parties Involved
Ruth Garratt was the plaintiff seeking damages for the injury sustained, while Brian Dailey was the
defendant accused of battery. The case attracted attention due to Dailey’s young age and the legal
complexities surrounding intent in tort cases involving minors.

Legal Issues and Questions Presented
The garratt v dailey lawsuit raised several important legal questions, most notably the issue of intent
in the context of battery. Battery requires intentional harmful or offensive contact, and the court
needed to determine whether Dailey’s actions met this standard. The case also explored whether
knowledge of the consequences of the act was necessary to establish intent.

Definition of Intent in Battery
Intent in battery does not necessarily mean a desire to cause harm but rather knowledge that
harmful or offensive contact is substantially certain to occur. The court examined if Dailey knew with
substantial certainty that moving the chair would cause Garratt to fall. This nuanced interpretation
of intent was critical to the case’s outcome.

Intent and Age Considerations
Dailey’s age was a factor in the case, raising questions about how intent is assessed for minors. The
court had to consider whether a child of Dailey’s age could form the necessary intent to commit
battery or if the act was accidental due to immaturity.

Court's Decision and Reasoning
The court ultimately ruled in favor of Garratt, holding that Dailey had the necessary intent for
battery. It determined that if Dailey moved the chair knowing with substantial certainty that Garratt
would attempt to sit where the chair had been, then the act constituted intentional contact. The
decision clarified that intent could be inferred from the defendant’s knowledge of the likely
consequences, not just from a desire to cause harm.

Judicial Analysis
The court analyzed testimonies and evidence to determine whether Dailey was aware that moving
the chair would cause Garratt to fall. It concluded that the defendant’s knowledge satisfied the
intent requirement for battery. This interpretation emphasized the importance of the defendant’s
awareness rather than motives or desires.



Significance of the Ruling
This ruling was significant in establishing the standard for intent in intentional tort claims. It
reinforced that intent could be found where a person acts with substantial certainty about the
outcome, even if harm was not the primary objective. The decision has since been cited in numerous
cases dealing with intentional torts.

Impact on Tort Law and Legal Precedents
The garratt v dailey lawsuit has had a profound impact on tort law, particularly in defining and
understanding intent in intentional torts such as battery. Its principles have been incorporated into
tort textbooks and legal teachings, influencing how courts evaluate intent in various contexts.

Establishing the "Substantial Certainty" Standard
The case introduced the "substantial certainty" standard for intent, which remains a cornerstone in
tort law. This standard requires that the defendant knew with substantial certainty that their actions
would cause a particular outcome, distinguishing intentional acts from accidental ones.

Influence on Subsequent Cases
Garratt v Dailey has been cited extensively in later cases involving intentional torts, setting a
precedent for how intent is proven. Courts often reference this case when determining whether a
defendant’s actions meet the threshold for intentional conduct.

Key Legal Principles Illustrated by the Case
The garratt v dailey lawsuit highlights several key legal principles essential to understanding
intentional torts. These principles continue to guide legal analysis in cases involving battery, assault,
and related claims.

Elements of Battery
Battery requires:

Intentional act by the defendant

Harmful or offensive contact with the plaintiff

Lack of consent by the plaintiff

Resulting injury or offense



The case clarified that intent is satisfied by knowledge that harmful contact is substantially certain
to occur.

Intent Versus Motive
The lawsuit distinguished between intent and motive. Intent refers to the knowledge and purpose
behind an act, while motive is the reason for acting. A defendant's motive is generally irrelevant if
the intent to cause harmful contact is present.

Intent in Cases Involving Minors
The case established that minors can be held liable for intentional torts if they possess the requisite
intent, assessed by their knowledge of the consequences of their actions rather than their age alone.

Modern Applications and Continuing Relevance
The principles from the garratt v dailey lawsuit remain relevant in contemporary tort law and are
frequently taught in legal education. The case serves as a foundational example of how courts
interpret intent and liability in intentional torts.

Use in Legal Education
Law schools routinely include Garratt v Dailey in their tort law curriculum to illustrate the
complexities of intent. It provides students with a practical example of how courts analyze facts to
determine legal responsibility.

Application in Current Cases
Modern courts continue to apply the substantial certainty standard when resolving disputes
involving intentional harmful conduct. The case’s legal reasoning assists judges in distinguishing
between accidental harm and intentional torts, ensuring appropriate remedies and liabilities.

Broader Legal Influence
Beyond battery claims, the concepts from Garratt v Dailey influence other areas of law where intent
is a critical factor, including criminal law and contract disputes involving intentional
misrepresentation.

Intent in tort law is centered on knowledge of consequences rather than desire to cause harm.1.

Minors can be held liable for intentional torts if they understand the likely outcomes of their2.
actions.



The substantial certainty standard provides a clear framework for assessing intent.3.

Garratt v Dailey remains a key precedent guiding judicial decisions on battery and related4.
torts.

The case highlights the importance of analyzing factual evidence to establish legal intent.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Garratt v. Dailey lawsuit about?
Garratt v. Dailey is a famous tort law case involving a young boy, Brian Dailey, who was accused of
intentionally pulling a chair out from under Ruth Garratt, causing her to fall and injure herself. The
case centers on the issue of intent in battery.

Why is Garratt v. Dailey an important case in tort law?
Garratt v. Dailey is important because it helped define the concept of 'intent' in battery cases,
particularly the idea of 'substantial certainty'—whether the defendant knew with substantial
certainty that their actions would cause harmful or offensive contact.

What was the court's ruling in Garratt v. Dailey?
The court ruled that Brian Dailey could be held liable for battery if it was proven that he acted with
substantial certainty that pulling the chair would cause Garratt to fall and be injured, even if he did
not intend to harm her directly.

How does Garratt v. Dailey define intent in terms of battery?
In Garratt v. Dailey, intent is defined as acting with knowledge to a substantial certainty that one's
actions will cause harmful or offensive contact, expanding traditional notions of intentional harm in
battery claims.

Who were the parties involved in Garratt v. Dailey?
The parties involved were Ruth Garratt, the plaintiff who was injured, and Brian Dailey, a five-year-
old boy, who was the defendant accused of battery by pulling her chair away.

What legal precedent did Garratt v. Dailey establish?
The case established the precedent that a defendant can be found liable for battery if they act with
substantial certainty that their conduct will cause harmful or offensive contact, even absent a desire
to cause harm.



Is Garratt v. Dailey used in current legal education?
Yes, Garratt v. Dailey is frequently taught in law schools as a foundational case illustrating the
concept of intent and liability in tort law, especially in intentional torts like battery.

What impact did Garratt v. Dailey have on child defendants in
tort cases?
The case highlighted that even children can be held liable for intentional torts if they act with the
necessary intent or substantial certainty, influencing how courts assess liability for minors.

Can Garratt v. Dailey be applied to modern personal injury
lawsuits?
Yes, the principles from Garratt v. Dailey regarding intent and substantial certainty continue to be
relevant in modern personal injury lawsuits involving intentional torts, helping determine liability.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Garratt v. Dailey: A Landmark Tort Law Case
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the Garratt v. Dailey case, exploring its significance
in tort law, particularly in the context of intent and battery. It breaks down the court's reasoning and
the legal principles established by the case. The author also discusses how this case has influenced
subsequent legal decisions and doctrines.

2. Tort Law and Intent: Lessons from Garratt v. Dailey
Focusing on the concept of intent in tort law, this book uses Garratt v. Dailey as a foundational case
study. It explains the nuances of intentional torts and how the case clarifies the criteria for
establishing intent. The book is ideal for law students and legal practitioners seeking a deeper
understanding of intentional tort liability.

3. Battery and Intentional Torts: Case Studies Including Garratt v. Dailey
This text compiles key cases related to battery and other intentional torts, with an in-depth chapter
dedicated to Garratt v. Dailey. Readers will find detailed case summaries, legal analyses, and
discussions on the implications of each ruling. The book serves as a practical guide for law
professionals and students.

4. The Legal Impact of Garratt v. Dailey on Personal Injury Law
Examining the broader impact of Garratt v. Dailey, this book explores how the case shaped personal
injury litigation. It discusses the evolution of legal standards for proving intent and liability in
personal injury claims. The author also highlights real-world applications and changes in courtroom
strategies post-Garratt.

5. Intent and Liability in Tort Law: Insights from Garratt v. Dailey
This book delves into the intricacies of liability when intent is disputed, using Garratt v. Dailey as a
central example. It analyzes judicial interpretations and the balance between subjective and
objective standards of intent. The work is valuable for those interested in the philosophical and
practical challenges of tort liability.



6. Casebook on Intentional Torts: Featuring Garratt v. Dailey
A comprehensive casebook that includes Garratt v. Dailey among other pivotal intentional tort cases.
It offers case excerpts, critical commentary, and questions for discussion, making it a useful
resource for law students and instructors. The book enhances understanding of how courts assess
intent and damages.

7. Legal Precedents in Tort Law: The Role of Garratt v. Dailey
This book situates Garratt v. Dailey within the broader context of tort law precedents. It traces the
development of legal doctrines related to intent and battery, showing how this case serves as a
benchmark. The narrative includes comparisons with other significant cases and their influence on
contemporary law.

8. Intentional Tort Litigation: Strategies and Analysis Inspired by Garratt v. Dailey
Designed for practicing attorneys, this book offers strategic insights drawn from the Garratt v.
Dailey case. It discusses effective approaches to proving or defending against claims of intentional
torts. The author provides practical tips on case preparation, evidence evaluation, and courtroom
tactics.

9. The Evolution of Tort Law: Analyzing Garratt v. Dailey and Its Legacy
This scholarly work explores the historical and legal evolution of tort law with a focus on Garratt v.
Dailey. It examines how the case influenced legal thought and policy regarding intent and liability.
The book also considers future directions for tort law in light of this landmark decision.
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  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Retrospective Assessment of Mental States in Litigation Robert I.
Simon, Daniel W. Shuman, 2008-08-13 Why did the defendant do it? Mental health professionals are
asked to help courts answer this question. To serve justice, the law calls for evidence of the mental
state at the time a crime is committed, of suicide intent in civil litigation, and of mental capacity in
contract litigation. The law asks psychiatrists and psychologists to retrospectively determine mental
states -- a daunting task made even more difficult by the passage of time, the uncertain credibility of
witnesses, the paucity of collateral sources of information, and often the death of the person in
question. This is the first book dedicated entirely to the retrospective assessment of mental states.
This fascinating book explores the role of the psychiatrist and psychologist, as an expert witness in
litigation, in rendering a retrospective judgment of an individual's mental state. Distinguished
contributors apply their expertise in psychiatry, psychology, and the law to address the problems of
retrospective assessment. With the goal of developing guidelines for more accurate retrospective
assessment of mental states, they present topics such as Guidelines for conducting retrospective
assessments in children and adults Guidelines for the retrospective assessment without benefit of
direct examination Assessments of suicide cases in both civil and criminal litigation Psychological
testing and interviewing techniques that may assist in retrospective assessment Methods and
analysis to help clinicians and attorneys critically evaluate the search for truth about the past. This
remarkable book will prove indispensable for helping clinicians, lawyers, and judges better
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understand the complex and difficult process of retrospective reconstruction of mental states.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Police Liability and Risk Management Robert J Girod, 2013-09-24
Law enforcement agencies and their employees are continually at risk for potential liability related
to torts, civil rights violations, and employment law issues. Litigation may involve suits by the public
against officers and the administration, actions by the administration against officers, or actions by
officers against the administration or members of the public they serve. Knowledge of these risks
and understanding how they arise are essential to law enforcement officers, administrators, and
their legal counsel. Police Liability and Risk Management: Torts, Civil Rights, and Employment Law
is written by an attorney and a 34-year law enforcement veteran who knows his way around the
streets and the courtroom. Dr. Robert J. Girod combines decades of teaching and practical
experience with legal and academic education to compile this practical source of case law and risk
management principles. The book is designed to help law enforcement professionals reduce police
liability and avoid the risk of litigation—or, in the event a lawsuit does arise—to manage liability and
defend themselves. In our litigious society, suits involving the law enforcement community are
becoming a more common occurrence and can destroy an officer’s career or cast a pall on an entire
department. By understanding the laws governing these types of issues, law enforcement
professionals are better able to monitor the sources of liability and implement risk management
strategies to shield their policies, practices, procedures, and protocols from the danger of liability.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: The Trials of Academe Amy Gajda, 2010-02-15 Once upon a time,
virtually no one in the academy thought to sue over campus disputes, and, if they dared, judges
bounced the case on grounds that it was no business of the courts. Not so today. As Amy Gajda
shows in this witty yet troubling book, litigation is now common on campus, and perhaps even more
commonly feared. This book explores the origins and causes of the litigation trend, its implications
for academic freedom, and what lawyers, judges, and academics themselves can do to limit the
potential damage.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Torts J. Teller, 2012-08-20 The definitive law school study aid, with:
✓Concise overviews of the black letter law ✓Summaries and holdings of all of the major cases that
students are expected to study ✓A thorough index for quick reference to key topics ✓ Concept-driven
outlines covering the topics students are expected to master for class and the bar exam Look for all
of these titles in the TellerBooks Outlines and Case Summaries Series (Law School Survival
Guides(TM))*: Torts - Property - Civil Procedure - Contracts and Sales - Constitutional Criminal
Procedure - Business Organizations - Constitutional Law - Criminal Law - Family Law - International
Law - Evidence *Available in paperback, iPhone, Kindle, Nook and pdf formats. Visit us at
tellerbooks.com/studyguides.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Torts, Personal Injury Litigation William P. Statsky, 2001 Torts
Personal Injury Litigation, 4th Edition provides students with a comprehensive guide to the law of
torts. In this 4th edition, Statsky has extended the discussion of paralegal roles within tort litigation.
He has also added a chapter on major torts that emphasizes current legal issues and examines the
ethics of attorney solicitation. A comprehensive checklist, which includes definitions, defenses,
relationships, paralegal roles and research references, is provided for each tort presented. This
checklist provides the student with an overview of information and also serves as an on-the-job
refresher. Forty-nine pertinent case studies, nineteen of them new to this edition, are included in the
text allowing students to examine important court opinions. Among the controversial issues
discussed in these court opinions are AIDS, the Oklahoma bombing, computer torts, assistance to
the homeless, billion dollar verdicts and settlements, biomedical research and the alleged tort
committed by President Clinton that became part of his historic impeachment and Senate trial.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Torts and Compensation Dan B. Dobbs, 1993
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Restatement of the Law, Torts: Intent, recklessness, and negligence:
definition , 2001
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Defences in Tort Andrew Dyson, James Goudkamp, Frederick
Wilmot-Smith, 2015-02-26 This book is the first in a series of essay collections on defences in private



law. It addresses defences to liability arising in tort. The essays range from those adopting a
primarily doctrinal approach to others that examine the law from a more theoretical or historical
perspective. Some essays focus on individual defences, while some are concerned with the links
between defences, or with how defences relate to the structure of tort law as a whole. A number of
the essays also draw upon concepts and literature that have been developed mainly in relation to the
criminal law, and consider their application to tort law. The essays make several original
contributions to this complex, important but neglected field of academic enquiry.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Cases on the Law of Torts John Clark Payne, 1960
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Restatement of the Law, Torts , 1998
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Psychiatry in Law / Law in Psychiatry, Second Edition Ralph
Slovenko, 2009-03-03 Psychiatry in Law/Law in Psychiatry, 2nd Edition, is a sweeping, up-to-date
examination of the infiltration of psychiatry into law and the growing intervention of law into
psychiatry. Unmatched in breadth and coverage, and thoroughly updated from the first edition, this
comprehensive text and reference is an essential resource for psychiatry residents, law students,
and practitioners alike.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: An Injury Law Constitution Marshall S. Shapo, 2012-03-26 Author
Marshall S. Shapo presents the argument that the body of law Americans have developed
concerning responsibility for injuries and prevention of injuries has some of the qualities of a
constitution--a fundamental set of principles that govern relations among people and between people
and corporate and governmental institutions. This 'injury law constitution' includes tort law,
legislative compensation systems like workers compensation, and the many statutes that regulate
the safety of risky activities and of products ranging from drugs and medical devices to automobiles
and cigarettes. An Injury Law Constitution presents a novel thesis that embraces leading features of
the American law of injuries. Professor Shapo's analysis, into which he weaves the history of these
varied systems of law, links them to the unique compensation plan devised for the victims of the
September 11th attacks on the World Trade Center. Professor Shapo examines how our injury law
reflects deeply held views in American society on risk and injury, indicating how the injury law
constitution serves as a guide to the question of what it means to be an American. Refusing to accept
easy academic formulas, An Injury Law Constitution captures the reality of how people respond to
injury risks in functional contexts involving diverse activities and products.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: The Oxford Introductions to U.S. Law John C.P. Goldberg, Benjamin
C. Zipursky, 2010-06-03 Torts--personal injury law--is a fundamental yet controversial part of our
legal system. The Oxford Introductions to U.S. Law: Torts provides a clear and comprehensive
account of what tort law is, how it works, what it stands to accomplish, and why it is now
much-disputed. Goldberg and Zipursky--two of the world's most prominent tort scholars--carefully
analyze leading judicial decisions and prominent tort-related legislation, and place each event into
its proper context. Topics covered include products liability, negligence, medical malpractice,
intentional torts, defamation and privacy torts, punitive damages, and tort reform.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Cases and Materials on the Law of Torts Harry Shulman, 2010
This casebook is designed for the professor who takes seriously the often-articulated goals of
teaching case analysis and the impact of social and economic factors on the common law. Enough of
the majority opinions, and often the dissenting opinions, is presented to illustrate how the cases fit
together with precedents and to enable students to evaluate competing arguments. The latest
edition, though streamlined from previous editions, adds both coverage of emerging areas of
liability, including claims under the alien tort statute, and traditional torts applied in new factual
contexts, such as cyberspace and bio-medical engineering.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: The Law School Labyrinth Steven R. Sedberry, 2009-03-31 Law
school can be an expensive, time-consuming, and frequently exhausting experience. Students must
“hit the ground running.” Law School Labyrinth acts as a road map to the entire law school
experience—from admissions to graduation and beyond. Steven Sedberry examines popular law
student misconceptions and helps readers understand the primary objectives of law school.



Following his “been there, done that” advice, students will learn how to read legal opinions,
participate in Socratic dialogue, and assimilate and retain information necessary to succeed on law
school exams. Going beyond the classroom, the book provides information on summer clerkships and
career advice. Law School Labyrinth is the consummate blueprint for all three years of law school.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Current Law Index , 2005
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Law Society Journal , 2001
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Tort Law Jerry J. Phillips, 1997 This book is intended to provide the
first-year torts student with a comprehensive picture of tort law, combined with an introduction to
legal reasoning, civil procedure, dispute resolution & ethical considerations. While not slighting the
classics & the old favorites, the book conveys a sense of the dynamic nature of tort law by keeping
the materials as current as possible & by providing discussion of major developments & trends. The
problems highlight some of the particularly thorny areas of tort law & pull together strands of
related materials into a cohesive fabric. The problems may be used as primary teaching tools,
additional hypotheticals or review materials. Teacher's Manual Casebook also available
electronically.
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: The Supreme Court Law Review , 2002
  garratt v dailey lawsuit: Statistical Inference in Litigation , 1983
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