
garratt v. dailey case summary
garratt v. dailey case summary provides an essential overview of a landmark tort law case that
explores the concepts of intent and battery within the context of a minor's actions. This case is
frequently cited in legal studies due to its unique facts and the important legal principles it
establishes regarding intentional torts and the role of knowledge and intent. The summary delves
into the background of the dispute, the court’s analysis, and the implications for tort law, especially
in understanding how intent is determined in cases involving children. Readers will gain insight into
the factual circumstances, the legal questions raised, and the ruling that has shaped subsequent
interpretations of intentional tort liability. This article also discusses the case's relevance in modern
legal contexts and the lessons it offers for both legal practitioners and students. The following
sections will provide a detailed breakdown of the Garratt v. Dailey case summary, including the
facts, issues, court decision, and its impact on tort law.
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Background and Facts of Garratt v. Dailey
The Garratt v. Dailey case arose from an incident involving a young boy, Brian Dailey, and Ruth
Garratt, an adult woman. The core of the dispute was whether Dailey intentionally pulled a chair out
from under Garratt, causing her to fall and sustain injuries. Dailey, a minor at the time, was accused
of battery, a tort involving intentional harmful or offensive contact. The facts revealed that Dailey
had moved the chair with the intent to sit down but allegedly had knowledge that Garratt was about
to sit, which raised questions about his intent to cause harm.

Specifically, the incident occurred when Garratt approached a chair where Dailey was about to sit.
Dailey moved the chair a few inches, and Garratt fell when she tried to sit down. The case centered
on whether Dailey’s action constituted an intentional tort or was merely an accident. This factual
background is crucial to understanding the legal nuances and the court's reasoning in the case.

Legal Issues Addressed in the Case
The central legal issue in Garratt v. Dailey was whether Brian Dailey had the requisite intent to
commit battery by pulling the chair out from under Garratt. Battery, as an intentional tort, requires
that the defendant act with the purpose of causing harmful or offensive contact, or with knowledge
that such contact is substantially certain to occur. The court had to determine if Dailey’s knowledge



and intent met this standard.

Definition of Intent in Tort Law
Intent in tort law does not necessarily mean the desire to cause harm but rather the knowledge that
harm or offensive contact is substantially certain to result from one’s actions. This distinction was at
the heart of the court’s examination in Garratt v. Dailey. The case clarified how intent might be
established even when the defendant did not desire the harmful outcome but was aware that it was
substantially certain to happen.

Application of Intent to Minors
Another significant legal question involved how intent is assessed when the defendant is a minor.
The case explored whether a child can be held liable for intentional torts and how their
understanding and knowledge affect the establishment of intent. The court considered the age and
capacity of the defendant in determining whether he appreciated the consequences of his actions.

Court's Analysis and Decision
The court’s analysis focused heavily on the element of intent and the defendant’s knowledge of the
probable outcome of his actions. The Washington Supreme Court held that Brian Dailey could be
liable for battery if he knew with substantial certainty that Garratt would attempt to sit where the
chair had been and that she would fall as a result.

The court reasoned that intent is satisfied if the actor knows that the harmful or offensive contact is
substantially certain to result from their act. In this case, the evidence suggested that Dailey was
aware that moving the chair would cause Garratt to fall, thus fulfilling the intent requirement for
battery.

Evidence Regarding Dailey’s Knowledge
Testimonies and evidence presented showed that Dailey had moved the chair shortly before Garratt
attempted to sit, indicating a level of awareness about the chair’s position and Garratt’s likely
reaction. This factual finding supported the conclusion that Dailey had the necessary intent to
commit battery.

Ruling and Legal Precedent
The court reversed the lower court’s decision that had dismissed the battery claim, emphasizing that
intent could be found based on Dailey’s knowledge of the substantial certainty of harm. This ruling
became a cornerstone in tort law for distinguishing between accidents and intentional torts,
especially in cases involving minors.

Significance and Impact on Tort Law
The Garratt v. Dailey case summary is an important reference for the concept of intent in intentional
torts. It clarified that intent does not require a desire to harm but can be established by knowledge



of substantial certainty of harm. This distinction has influenced countless legal decisions and
academic discussions on tort liability.

The case also underscored that minors could be held liable for intentional torts if they possess the
requisite knowledge and understanding of their actions’ consequences. This precedent affects how
courts evaluate the liability of children in various tort claims.

Established the “substantial certainty” test for intent

Clarified the application of battery elements to minors

Influenced subsequent rulings on intentional torts and negligence

Highlighted the importance of factual evidence in determining intent

Lessons from Garratt v. Dailey for Modern Law
The Garratt v. Dailey case summary continues to hold relevance for legal professionals, educators,
and students studying tort law. It demonstrates the complexity of proving intent and the critical role
of factual circumstances in tort claims. Modern courts often rely on the principles established in this
case when dealing with intentional torts involving children or ambiguous intent.

Furthermore, the case serves as a reminder of the importance of precise legal definitions and the
careful analysis of the defendant’s state of mind. It also exemplifies how courts balance fairness with
accountability, especially when minors are involved.

Practical Implications
Lawyers handling tort cases can utilize the Garratt v. Dailey precedent to argue or defend claims of
intent, especially in factually complex situations. The case informs strategies for gathering and
presenting evidence on knowledge and awareness.

Educational Importance
In academic settings, Garratt v. Dailey is frequently taught as a foundational case illustrating
intentional tort principles. It helps students understand the nuances of intent and the distinction
between intentional acts and accidents.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Garratt v. Dailey case about?
Garratt v. Dailey is a famous tort law case involving battery, where a young boy, Brian Dailey, was
accused of intentionally pulling a chair out from under Ruth Garratt, causing her injury.



What was the main legal issue in Garratt v. Dailey?
The main legal issue was whether Brian Dailey had the intent to cause harmful or offensive contact,
which is necessary to establish battery.

Who were the parties involved in Garratt v. Dailey?
The plaintiff was Ruth Garratt, and the defendant was Brian Dailey, a young boy accused of causing
her injury by pulling a chair.

What was the outcome of the Garratt v. Dailey case?
The court held that Brian Dailey could be liable for battery if he knew with substantial certainty that
Garratt would attempt to sit where the chair had been, even if he did not intend to harm her.

Why is Garratt v. Dailey significant in tort law?
It is significant because it clarified the concept of 'intent' in battery cases, establishing that
knowledge with substantial certainty of the consequences can constitute intent.

What age was Brian Dailey in the Garratt v. Dailey case?
Brian Dailey was a young boy, approximately five years old, at the time of the incident.

How did the court define 'intent' in Garratt v. Dailey?
The court defined intent as either desiring the harmful or offensive contact or knowing with
substantial certainty that such contact would occur as a result of one's actions.

Did Brian Dailey intend to hurt Ruth Garratt according to the
case?
The court did not find conclusive evidence that Dailey intended to hurt Garratt, but focused on
whether he knew with substantial certainty that pulling the chair would cause her to fall.

What is the legal principle established by Garratt v. Dailey?
The principle is that intent in battery can be established by knowledge with substantial certainty
that an action will cause harmful or offensive contact.

How is Garratt v. Dailey used in legal education?
It is frequently used as a case study to teach the concept of intent in intentional torts, particularly
battery, in law schools.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding Tort Law: Principles and Cases
This book offers a comprehensive overview of tort law, including key cases such as Garratt v. Dailey.
It explains the concepts of intent, negligence, and liability in a clear and accessible manner. Readers
will find detailed discussions on how courts interpret intent in battery and related torts. The case
summary of Garratt v. Dailey is used to illustrate the complexities of proving intent in tort actions.

2. Intentional Torts: Case Studies and Commentaries
Focusing on intentional torts, this text explores landmark cases, including Garratt v. Dailey, to
highlight legal principles governing intentional harm. The book breaks down the elements required
to establish intent and discusses how courts analyze the defendant's state of mind. It is a valuable
resource for law students and practitioners interested in the nuances of intentional tort liability.

3. Principles of Civil Liability
This book provides an in-depth look into civil liability, covering a broad range of torts with relevant
case examples. Garratt v. Dailey is featured as a pivotal case illustrating the concept of intent in
battery. The author explains how intent can be inferred from actions and circumstances, helping
readers understand the application of legal standards in civil cases.

4. Torts: Cases and Materials
A staple in legal education, this casebook includes Garratt v. Dailey among numerous other tort law
cases. It offers comprehensive case summaries, critical analyses, and commentary that help readers
grasp the fundamental principles of tort law. The book is designed to prepare students for both
exams and practical application in legal settings.

5. Legal Foundations of Intent and Liability
This text delves into the foundational concepts of intent and liability within tort law. The Garratt v.
Dailey case is examined to demonstrate how intent is defined and proven in court. Readers gain
insight into the legal reasoning behind decisions and how intent influences the outcome of tort
claims.

6. Casebook on Torts: Intentional and Unintentional Wrongs
Covering both intentional and unintentional torts, this casebook provides detailed case summaries,
including Garratt v. Dailey. It highlights the distinctions between different types of tortious conduct
and the legal criteria for each. The author provides context and analysis that deepen understanding
of how courts treat intent and causation.

7. The Law of Battery: Intent and Causation Explored
This specialized book focuses on battery as a tort, with Garratt v. Dailey serving as a key case study.
It explores the legal standards for establishing intent and causation in battery claims. The book is
particularly useful for those interested in the intersection of tort law and personal injury.

8. Tort Law Explained: Key Cases and Concepts
Designed for students and general readers, this book simplifies complex tort law concepts using
well-known cases such as Garratt v. Dailey. It outlines the elements of torts, including intent, and
explains how courts interpret these elements in real-life scenarios. The accessible language makes it
easy to understand the significance of important cases.

9. Analyzing Intent in Tort Law: Theory and Practice
This book provides a thorough examination of intent within tort law, using Garratt v. Dailey as a



focal point. It combines theoretical discussions with practical case analyses to illustrate how intent is
assessed. Legal professionals and scholars will benefit from its detailed exploration of how intent
affects tort liability.
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  garratt v dailey case summary: Social Deviance Tim Delaney, 2017-06-16 The topic of social
deviance is inherently intriguing. People in general, and college students in particular, find the topic
of deviant behavior fascinating. This can be explained, at least in part, by a combination of the
subject matter itself, our own past deviant behaviors, and our willingness and desire to evaluate and
comment on the behaviors of others. While the topic of deviant behavior seems straightforward at
the surface, the study of social deviance reveals how complicated it really is. Although Social
Deviance utilizes a textbook-style approach in its coverage of deviant behavior, this comprehensive,
straightforward, and student-friendly book maintains student interest because of the author's use of
real life phenomena and current examples. Each chapter includes chapter objectives, an
introductory story, a glossary of key terms, discussion questions, and boxed material. The boxed
materials include A Closer Look box that zooms in on topics that warrant deeper explanation; and a
Connecting Social Deviance and Popular Culture box that shows how contemporary forms of popular
culture illustrate deviant behavior.
  garratt v dailey case summary: The Experimental Society Marshall S. Shapo, 2017-07-05
This book examines society's responses to many kinds of experimentation, focusing on both creation
of and assessment of risks. As people seek new ways to make their lives safer and happier, the
widespread process of experimentation claims victims. Some of these are people who directly and
willingly accept the risks of experiments. By comparison, some are effectively experimental subjects
in the hands of others who often may not even think of themselves as experimenting with the lives of
consumers.The Experimental Society covers a wide spectrum of products and activities, including
those that radiate into the environment like nuclear power, hydrofracking, and asbestos. The book
spotlights prescription drugs and substances used in the most ordinary consumer products such as
salt, caffeine, and BPA in sippy cups. It also discusses the testing of new ways of thinking, including
those related to social organization and processes, and even the law itself. A particular concern is
the case in which the subjects of experiments are unaware that the experiments are taking
place.This lucidly written volume will be useful to practicing lawyers who specialize in personal
injury law, and law professors who teach such subjects as torts and products liability, medicine, and
science. Physicians and scientists in various branches of medicine will find it provocative, as will
political scientists, economists, sociologists, anthropologists, and philosophers.
  garratt v dailey case summary: Cases and Materials on Torts Charles Oscar Gregory,
Harry Kalven, Richard Allen Epstein, 1977
  garratt v dailey case summary: Torts Casenotes Publishing Co., Inc. Staff, Henderson,
Pearson, JR., Siliciano, Casenotes, 2001 For over two decades, Casenote Legal Briefs have helped
hundreds of thousands of students prepare for classes and exams year after year with unparalleled
results. Known throughout the law school community as high-quality legal study aids, Casenotes
popular series of legal briefs are the most comprehensive legal briefs available today. With over 100
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Casenotes published today in all key areas, ranging from Administrative Law to Wills, Trusts, and
Estates each and every Casenote offers: professionally written briefs of the cases in your casebook
coverage that is accurate and up-to-date editor's analysis explaining the relevance of each case To
the course coverage built on decades of experience the highest commitment to quality and don't
forget Aspen's other popular study aids: Click here to buy all your study aids
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Administrative Law to Wills, Trusts, and Estates each and every Casenote offers: professionally
written briefs of the cases in your casebook coverage that is accurate and up-to-date editor's
analysis explaining the relevance of each case To the course coverage built on decades of experience
the highest commitment to quality and don't forget Aspen's other popular study aids: Click here to
buy all your study aids
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argued and determined in the courts of Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North
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  garratt v dailey case summary: Cases and Materials on the Law of Torts George C.
Christie, 2004 Covers the evolution of the basic building blocks of modern tort law. Includes revised
chapters on product liability, insurance, and non-tort alternatives. Minimally edited cases make this
edition a good vehicle for teaching first-year students the essential techniques of case analysis and
legal method. Includes chapters on negligence, causation and plaintiff's conduct as a contributing
cause, nuisance, misrepresentation and tortious interference with contract and prospective contract,
false imprisonment and misuse of legal process, constitutional torts, and immunities.
  garratt v dailey case summary: Tort Law Richard A. Posner, 1982
  garratt v dailey case summary: Washington Appellate Reports Washington (State). Court of
Appeals, 1992
  garratt v dailey case summary: The American Law of Torts Stuart M. Speiser, 1983
  garratt v dailey case summary: Torts and Compensation Dan B. Dobbs, 1993
  garratt v dailey case summary: The Torts Process James A. Henderson, 2007 The Torts
Process, Seventh Edition, offers a student-friendly, procedural approach to tort law. By utilizing a
problem-based methodology, students are challenged throughout the text with the use of theoretical
and real-life situations. This
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  garratt v dailey case summary: Torts Aaron D. Twerski, 2008 In little more than 900 pages,
you will find key cases, lucid note material, and a highly effective pedagogy in this skillfully
structured casebook for Torts. Authored by the esteemed educators and co-reporters For The
Restatement (Third) of Torts, The Second Edition features: carefully selected, eminently teachable
cases clear and concise notes skillful case editing that preserves the language of the law without
overwhelming students in details provocative questions that highlight legal issues raised in the case
“Authors’ Dialogues,” a uniquely innovative pedagogical feature—engaging exchanges between the
authors that raise salient topical points and model persuasive legal reasoning numerous short
hypotheticals throughout the book a comprehensive Teacher’s Manual that includes: answers To The
questions raised in the text informative references to important secondary sources commentary on
the Authors’ Dialogues guidance for using the Authors Dialogues in class or as assigned reading
With new hypotheticals in the Second Edition, Torts: Cases and Materials has been updated to
reflect new developments in the law, including: a full integration of the Restatement (Third) of Torts
new Supreme Court cases on punitive damages This highly engaging casebook offers complete



support for your teaching and is ideally suited to your one-semester, four-credit Torts course.
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