
functional behavior assessment

functional behavior assessment is a systematic process used to identify the underlying causes
and functions of challenging behaviors exhibited by individuals, particularly in educational and clinical
settings. This assessment plays a critical role in developing effective behavior intervention plans by
analyzing the reasons behind specific behaviors rather than merely addressing the symptoms.
Through data collection, observation, and analysis, a functional behavior assessment seeks to
understand the context, triggers, and consequences maintaining a behavior. Utilizing this information
allows professionals to design targeted strategies that promote positive behavior change. This article
explores the essential components, methods, applications, and benefits of functional behavior
assessments. The following sections provide a structured overview of the functional behavior
assessment process, its implementation, and best practices for various populations.

What is Functional Behavior Assessment?

Key Components of Functional Behavior Assessment

Methods and Techniques Used in Functional Behavior Assessment

Applications of Functional Behavior Assessment

Benefits and Importance of Functional Behavior Assessment

Challenges and Considerations in Conducting Functional Behavior Assessment

What is Functional Behavior Assessment?
Functional behavior assessment (FBA) is a structured approach used to identify the purpose or
function that a particular behavior serves for an individual. It is commonly applied in educational,
clinical, and therapeutic contexts to understand behaviors that may interfere with learning, social
interaction, or daily functioning. By determining the antecedents (triggers) and consequences of
behavior, FBA helps clarify why the behavior occurs. This understanding is crucial for developing
effective intervention strategies that address the root causes rather than just the observable actions.
FBAs are often a prerequisite for creating individualized behavior intervention plans (BIPs) tailored to
the needs of students or clients.

Key Components of Functional Behavior Assessment
A comprehensive functional behavior assessment includes several essential components that guide
the evaluation process. These elements ensure that the assessment is thorough and yields actionable
insights.



Identifying Target Behavior
The first step involves clearly defining the behavior that requires assessment. This definition must be
objective, specific, and measurable to allow consistent observation and data collection. Precise
identification ensures that all team members understand the behavior in the same way.

Gathering Background Information
Collecting relevant historical and contextual data is critical. This may include reviewing past records,
interviewing caregivers or educators, and understanding the individual's environment and routines.
Background information provides context that can influence behavior patterns.

Observing and Recording Behavior
Direct observation is conducted to document how often, when, and under what circumstances the
target behavior occurs. Data collection methods such as frequency counts, duration recording, and
ABC (Antecedent-Behavior-Consequence) charts are commonly used to capture accurate information.

Analyzing Antecedents and Consequences
Understanding what happens immediately before and after the behavior helps identify triggers and
reinforcers. This analysis reveals the function of the behavior, such as seeking attention, escaping a
task, or obtaining a tangible item.

Formulating Hypotheses
Based on the collected data, hypotheses about the function of the behavior are developed. These
hypotheses guide the design of interventions by specifying why the behavior occurs and what
reinforces it.

Methods and Techniques Used in Functional Behavior
Assessment
Several methodologies can be employed to conduct a functional behavior assessment, each with its
strengths and appropriate applications. Selecting the right method depends on the specific context
and resources available.

Indirect Assessment
Indirect assessments involve gathering information through interviews, questionnaires, and rating
scales without direct observation. These tools provide valuable insights from people familiar with the
individual but may be subject to bias or inaccuracies.



Direct Observation
Direct observation is the systematic watching and recording of behavior as it occurs in real-time. This
method offers objective data and allows for detailed analysis of antecedents and consequences.

Functional Analysis
Functional analysis is a more experimental approach where different conditions are manipulated to
observe their effect on the behavior. This method can precisely identify behavioral functions but
requires careful planning and professional expertise.

Data Collection Tools

ABC Data Sheets

Scatterplots

Frequency and Duration Recording

Checklists and Rating Scales

These tools facilitate systematic data gathering and support accurate interpretation of behavior
patterns.

Applications of Functional Behavior Assessment
Functional behavior assessments are widely used across multiple settings and populations to improve
behavioral outcomes and quality of life.

Educational Settings
In schools, FBAs help identify the reasons behind disruptive or challenging behaviors, enabling
educators to implement effective behavior intervention plans that support academic success and
social development.

Clinical and Therapeutic Settings
Clinicians use FBAs to understand behaviors associated with developmental disorders, mental health
conditions, and other behavioral challenges. This understanding informs treatment planning and
therapeutic interventions.



Residential and Community Programs
FBAs are utilized to enhance behavioral supports for individuals living in group homes or participating
in community programs, promoting independence and reducing problematic behaviors.

Benefits and Importance of Functional Behavior
Assessment
Conducting a functional behavior assessment offers several advantages that contribute to effective
behavioral support and intervention.

Personalized Interventions
By identifying the specific functions of behavior, interventions can be tailored to meet individual
needs, increasing the likelihood of success.

Reduction of Challenging Behaviors
Targeting the root causes allows for more effective behavior management, reducing the frequency
and intensity of problematic behaviors.

Improved Quality of Life
Effective behavior supports enhance social interactions, learning opportunities, and overall well-being
for individuals and their families.

Legal and Ethical Compliance
In many educational and clinical contexts, conducting an FBA is a mandated process to ensure that
interventions are ethical, appropriate, and based on empirical evidence.

Challenges and Considerations in Conducting
Functional Behavior Assessment
While functional behavior assessments are valuable, several challenges may arise during the process
that require careful consideration.

Complexity of Behavior
Some behaviors have multiple functions or are influenced by various factors, complicating the



assessment and requiring more in-depth analysis.

Accuracy of Data Collection
Ensuring reliable and valid data collection can be difficult, especially if observers are not well-trained
or if behaviors occur infrequently.

Time and Resource Constraints
Conducting thorough FBAs can be time-consuming and may require specialized personnel, which can
pose limitations in some settings.

Ethical Considerations
Maintaining the dignity and rights of the individual throughout the assessment process is essential,
including obtaining informed consent and ensuring confidentiality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA)?
A Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) is a systematic process used to identify the underlying
causes or functions of challenging behaviors in individuals, typically in educational or clinical settings.

Why is Functional Behavior Assessment important in schools?
FBA is important in schools because it helps educators understand why a student exhibits challenging
behaviors, allowing them to develop effective, individualized intervention plans that address the root
cause rather than just the symptoms.

What are the primary functions of behavior identified in an
FBA?
The primary functions of behavior identified in an FBA include gaining attention, escaping or avoiding
tasks, seeking sensory stimulation, and accessing tangible rewards or preferred items.

Who typically conducts a Functional Behavior Assessment?
FBAs are typically conducted by trained professionals such as school psychologists, behavior analysts,
special education teachers, or other qualified behavior specialists.



What data collection methods are used in a Functional
Behavior Assessment?
Common data collection methods in an FBA include direct observation, interviews with the individual
and caregivers, behavior rating scales, and analysis of antecedents and consequences related to the
behavior.

How does an FBA inform the development of a Behavior
Intervention Plan (BIP)?
An FBA provides detailed information about the function of the behavior, which guides the creation of
a Behavior Intervention Plan that includes strategies to teach alternative behaviors and modify
environmental factors to reduce challenging behaviors.

Can Functional Behavior Assessments be used for adults as
well as children?
Yes, FBAs can be used for individuals of all ages, including adults, especially in clinical, residential, or
workplace settings, to understand and address challenging behaviors effectively.

What is the difference between a Functional Behavior
Assessment and a Functional Analysis?
A Functional Behavior Assessment is a broader process that includes indirect and direct methods to
hypothesize the function of behavior, while a Functional Analysis involves manipulating environmental
variables in a controlled setting to experimentally confirm the function of the behavior.

How long does a Functional Behavior Assessment typically
take?
The duration of an FBA varies depending on the complexity of the behavior and setting but generally
ranges from several days to a few weeks to collect sufficient data and analyze the behavior
comprehensively.

Additional Resources
1. Functional Behavioral Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment: A Complete System for Education
and Mental Health Settings
This comprehensive guide by Ennio Cipani and Keven M. Schock offers a detailed approach to
conducting functional behavioral assessments (FBA) in various settings. It outlines practical strategies
for identifying the reasons behind challenging behaviors and designing effective intervention plans.
The book is well-suited for educators, clinicians, and mental health professionals seeking evidence-
based methods.

2. Functional Behavior Assessment and Function-Based Intervention: An Effective, Practical Approach
Authored by James K. Luiselli, this book emphasizes the practical implementation of FBAs and



designing interventions based on functional analysis. It provides case studies and step-by-step
procedures that help readers understand behavior functions and apply strategies to reduce
problematic behaviors. The text is accessible and highly applicable for practitioners in educational
and clinical environments.

3. Conducting Functional Behavioral Assessments: A Practitioner's Guide
This book by Stephanie M. Peterson offers a straightforward guide to conducting FBAs, focusing on the
assessment process and data collection techniques. It highlights the importance of collaboration with
families and professionals and includes tools and worksheets to facilitate the assessment process. The
guide is ideal for new practitioners and those seeking to refine their FBA skills.

4. Applied Behavior Analysis for Teachers
Written by Paul A. Alberto and Anne C. Troutman, this book integrates functional behavior assessment
within the broader framework of applied behavior analysis (ABA). It discusses how FBAs inform
behavior intervention plans and classroom management strategies. The text is designed for teachers
and educators aiming to apply behavior analytic principles in educational settings.

5. Behavior Assessment and Intervention: Principles and Procedures
This text by Kevin J. Filter and Kristine M. Scott covers the fundamentals of behavior assessment,
including functional behavioral assessment and intervention planning. It provides readers with a
strong theoretical foundation as well as practical tools to assess and address challenging behaviors
effectively. The book is useful for educators, school psychologists, and behavior specialists.

6. Functional Behavioral Assessment: Principles, Procedures, and Future Directions
Edited by Robert E. O'Neill and colleagues, this collection explores the principles and procedures of
functional behavioral assessment in depth. It includes contributions from leading experts discussing
current research, methodologies, and future trends in the field. The book is valuable for researchers,
advanced practitioners, and graduate students.

7. Positive Behavioral Supports for the Classroom
This book by Brenda K. Scheuermann and Judy A. Hall presents strategies grounded in functional
behavior assessment to create positive behavioral supports in educational settings. It emphasizes
proactive approaches and the development of individualized interventions that promote student
success. The text is practical and geared toward teachers and support staff.

8. Functional Assessment and Program Development for Problem Behavior: A Practical Handbook
By Ennio Cipani, this handbook outlines procedures for conducting FBAs and developing behavior
intervention programs tailored to individual needs. It covers both theoretical foundations and applied
techniques, making it a useful resource for practitioners working with diverse populations. The book
includes numerous examples and sample forms.

9. Understanding and Implementing Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
George Sugai and Robert H. Horner provide an in-depth look at PBIS, a framework that heavily relies
on functional behavioral assessments to inform interventions. This book guides educators and
administrators through the process of implementing school-wide behavioral supports. It combines
theory, research, and practical advice to improve student behavior and school climate.
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  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment Kevin J. Filter, Michelle
Alvarez, 2012 In schools, functional behavioral assessment (FBA) is traditionally applied to special
education contexts. This book describes how FBA can improve the behavior of all students using a
three-tiered prevention model. It includes forms and case examples to help school social workers
maintain their role as important contributors to student outcomes.
  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment, Diagnosis, and
Treatment, Second Edition Ennio Cipani, Keven M. Schock, 2010-11-20 As a teaching and
instructional guide, Functional Behavior Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment is a first-rate
resource for students and young professionals new to the field of ABA or looking to expand their
knowledge and practice competencies.--New England Psychologist [This book provides] the
practicing behavior analyst [with] a well-grounded tool in completing the process from analysis to
treatment. I highly recommend the book for all practicing behavior analysts as well as for graduate
students entering the field. Michael F. Dorsey, Ph.D., BCBA Professor of Program in Applied
Behavior Analysis, Endicott College ...one of the most detailed, practical, and useful textbooks
geared for behavioral graduate students who are also concurrent practitioners....I learned a lot in
one semester with the use of this textbook. Albee Ongsuco Doctoral Student, Pediatric School
Psychology, East Carolina University Ever since I began assigning Functional Behavioral
Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment for my courses on behavioral assessment, I have had no
complaints (from students) about giving out too many pages to read each week. In fact, I have only
had positive comments about how the material in this book really helps them to apply what they are
learning in class to their work with clients. Now I recommend this text to faculty I supervise for their
courses on functional assessment and treatment planning! Jose A. Martinez-Diaz, PhD, BCBA-D
Professor and Associate Dean, Graduate School of Behavior Analysis Florida Institute of Technology
& CEO, ABA Technologies, Inc. Now in its second edition, this popular text provides a
comprehensive approach to functional behavioral assessment, a function-based diagnostic
classification system of the target problem, and functional behavioral treatment. This new edition
also provides a wealth of new case studies, some drawn from the authors' own clinical experiences,
in addition to a greater analysis of the role of establishing operations (EO) and abolishing operations
(AO). An ideal textbook for courses in Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA), this book helps students
cultivate an in-depth understanding of assessing, diagnosing, and treating problem behaviors in a
functional perspective. Key features: Provides a methodology for functional behavioral assessment,
including indirect as well as direct measurement techniques such as analogue and in-situ methods
Includes innovative recommendations for conducting descriptive and trigger analyses and discusses
how to use them in assessment and treatment evaluation Presents a function-based, diagnostic
classification system for diagnosing problem behaviors, as well as functional diagnostic system for
assessing the current strength of potential replacement behaviors Includes integrated online
ancillary materials for students-brief narrated PowerPoint presentations and video lectures-ideal for
generating class discussions Features an online instructor's manual, including test items and
PowerPoint slides for use in lectures
  functional behavior assessment: Building Positive Behavior Support Systems in
Schools, Second Edition Deanne A. Crone, Leanne S. Hawken, Robert H. Horner, 2015-02-17 A
widely used practitioner guide and text, this book presents a blueprint for meeting the challenges of
severe problem behavior in grades PreK-8. It shows how to provide effective behavior support for
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the 1-5% of students who require intensive, individualized intervention. Case examples illustrate
step-by-step procedures for identifying student needs using functional behavioral assessment (FBA)
and designing, implementing, and evaluating team-based behavior support plans (BSPs). The book
also describes how to build school- and districtwide capacity to conduct FBA-BSPs. Reproducible
forms and worksheets are included; purchasers get access to a Web page where they can download
and print the reproducible materials in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size. New to This Edition:
*Incorporates current FBA-BSP research and best practices. *Chapters on developing districtwide
capacity; FBA apps and software; applications for academic problems; and early childhood settings.
*Increased attention to FBA-BSP as a Tier III intervention within a multi-tiered framework. See also
the authors' less intensive intervention for moderate problem behavior: Responding to Problem
Behavior in Schools, Second Edition: The Behavior Education Program. Also available: Dr. Hawken's
training DVD, The Behavior Education Program: A Check-In, Check-Out Intervention for Students at
Risk, which demonstrates the BEP in action.
  functional behavior assessment: Conducting School-Based Functional Behavioral
Assessments Mark W. Steege, Jamie L. Pratt, Garry Wickerd, Richard Guare, T. Steuart Watson,
2019-01-17 Widely recognized as a gold-standard resource, this authoritative book has been revised
and expanded with 50% new material. It provides a complete introduction to functional behavioral
assessment (FBA), complete with procedures, forms, and tools that have been piloted and refined in
both general and special education settings. Numerous vivid examples illustrate how to use the
authors' behavior-analytic problem-solving model (BAPS) to synthesize assessment results and guide
the design of individually tailored interventions. Practitioners and students enjoy the engaging,
conversational tone. In a convenient large-size format, the book includes 17 reproducible checklists
and forms. Purchasers get access to a companion webpage where they can download and print the
reproducible materials. New to This Edition *Revised BAPS model reflects the latest research and
offers a more comprehensive approach to FBA. *Chapters on professional and ethical standards;
analyzing how biological/medical conditions, thoughts, and emotions influence behavior; and
analyzing how executive skills deficits influence behavior. *Chapters on testing hypotheses about the
functions of problem behavior; testing reinforcer effectiveness; and evaluating function-based
interventions. *Chapter providing applied learning experiences for professionals and students. *Most
of the reproducible tools are new or revised. This book is in The Guilford Practical Intervention in
the Schools Series, edited by Sandra M. Chafouleas.
  functional behavior assessment: Happy Student Jenna Sage, 2018-12-14 Happy Student: the
Practical Guide to Functional Behavior Assessment and Behavior Intervention Planning is a tool for
educators to better understand what some believe is a complicated process. Happy Student breaks
the process down into consumable chunks, adds in easy to understand strategies and tips, and
removes the technical talk to create an easy to follow guide. The book is intended to help teachers
and school staff to implement a functional assessment and intervention planning process to increase
the quality of life and happiness for students that may exhibit challenging behaviors.
  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment George Sugai, Robert H.
Horner, 2016-01-08 Published in 2000, Functional Behavioral Assessment is a valuable contribution
to the field of Education.
  functional behavior assessment: Ed466 922 - What Is a Functional Behavior Assessment? the
Why of a Behavior U. S. Department Of Education's Educatio, 2013-09 This guide discusses using
Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) to find out why a student is behaving inappropriately and to
enable the provision of appropriate positive behavior intervention. It stresses that a FBA goes
beyond looking at antecedent behavior and consequence to review everything in' the entire
environment of the student, Components of the FBA are explained and include: (1) identifying the
area of the behavior that is the greatest concern; (2) identifying where the behavior occurs and does
not occur; (3) investigating what happened in the student's environment before the student started
having the behavior; (4) examining whether a pattern exists; (5) investigating when the behavior
occurs; (6) identifying what the student is getting out of having the behavior; (7) reasons why the



student is having the behavior; and (8) identifying replacement appropriate behaviors that can be
taught to the student to replace inappropriate behaviors. The guide closes with a copy of Technical
Assistance for Implementation of the Behavior Intervention Process provided by the Office of
Exceptional Children, Ohio Department of Education. This document explains behavior intervention
plans and provides a systematic collaborative problem-solving process to guide behavior
intervention planning. (CR) 1.
  functional behavior assessment: The Teacher's Concise Guide to Functional Behavioral
Assessment Raymond J. Waller, 2008-12-30 This guidebook offers a practical overview for
collecting data, understanding the underlying factors of challenging behaviors, and using
evidence-based interventions to correct common classroom problems.
  functional behavior assessment: Conducting School-Based Functional Behavioral
Assessments, Second Edition Mark W. Steege, T. Steuart Watson, 2009-01-23 This book has been
replaced by Conducting School-Based Functional Behavioral Assessments, Third Edition, ISBN
978-1-4625-3873-7.
  functional behavior assessment: Writing a Behavioral Intervention Plan Based on a
Functional Behavior Assessment Laura A. Riffel, Ph.D., 2016-09-13 This book is designed to take an
educator through ten days of real student data and help them learn how to interpret the data for the
gold that is hidden within. This is an easy to use format and participants rave about being able to
comprehend the data and make a data-based quality plan after taking this course. Many university
courses use this as part of their text for students just learning about behavior analysis. This book is
for the one-day course from Behavior Doctor Seminars. Dr. Riffel has a two-day course that teaches
learners how to enter this data into a free FBA data tool available on www.behaviordoctor.org. There
is also a six-month course book for those who want to build behavioral expertise in their school.
  functional behavior assessment: Applied Behavior Analysis (First Edition) Kylan Turner,
2018-08-13 Functional Behavior Assessment: Case Studies and Practice introduces students to the
underlying concepts and principles, as well as the practical application, of functional behavior
assessment. Students learn how to identify target behaviors, select measurement and data collection
methods, formulate function-based intervention plans, and monitor and maintain progress for
behavior-change programs. The text begins by defining functional behavior assessment and
discussing its place within the larger field of study of behavior analysis, as well as the ethical
assessment of behavior. Subsequent chapters address the evaluation of the social significance of
particular behaviors, the process of conducting assessment, data collection, systematic manipulation
in structural and functional analyses, and more. Each chapter features learning objectives, key
terms, and Test Your Understanding exercises to ensure students grasp critical material. Case
studies and learning activities interspersed throughout the text furnish students ample opportunities
to apply concepts and theory to clinical case studies and enhance their critical thinking skills. With
an emphasis in practical application, Functional Behavior Assessment: Case Studies and Practice is
ideal for undergraduate and graduate courses in behavior analysis focusing on functional behavior
assessment. For a look at the specific features and benefits of Functional Behavior Assessment, visit
cognella.com/functional-behavior-assessment-features-and-benefits.
  functional behavior assessment: Practitioner’s Guide to Functional Behavioral
Assessment Stephanie M. Hadaway, Alan W. Brue, 2015-10-28 This practical guide introduces
functional behavioral assessment as a critical tool in planning interventions to reduce disruptive and
other problematic behaviors. The book offers proven methods and strategies as a four-stage protocol
in an easy-to-follow format with checklists, Q&A sections, applications, and an extended case
example including an assessment report and intervention plan. Step-by-step instructions are
delivered in an accessible teaching style, making all phases of assessment equally manageable. And
although functional behavioral assessment is typically associated with schoolchildren, this material
is also useful for working with adults in residential and community settings. The Guide gives
readers: The basics of functional behavioral assessment. Guidance in preparing for conducting a
functional behavioral assessment. An overview of assessment methods: formal and informal



measures, interview, and observation. A framework for translating assessment data into an
appropriate intervention plan. In-depth understanding of the role of prevention in behavioral
intervention. A kit of questionnaires, worksheets, and other ready-to-use resources. Practitioner’s
Guide to Functional Behavioral Assessment is an essential resource for clinicians and related
professionals as well as researchers and graduate students in school and clinical child psychology;
behavior therapy; assessment, testing and evaluation; special education; and educational
psychology.
  functional behavior assessment: The Teacher′s Concise Guide to Functional Behavioral
Assessment Raymond J. Waller, 2008-12-30 Offers great suggestions on how to read and interpret
important information for children with behavioral issues. —Ramona Marquez, Director of Special
Education Hatch Valley Public Schools, Hatch, NM Because every behavior has a reason behind it...
Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) is a highly effective, student-centered approach to
improving challenging behavior. The method helps educators figure out why students act the way
they do and then make the appropriate environmental or instructional adjustments. Ideal for general
and special educators new to FBAs, this concise, accessible guidebook offers a practical overview of
how to use classroom and behavioral assessment data to make the learning environment enjoyable
for all—including the teacher. Readers will learn how to: Identify and understand the underlying
factors of challenging behavior Observe, collect, and analyze classroom data Adopt evidence-based
intervention strategies to correct problem behavior Prepare a proactive plan for serious disruptions
Blending light-hearted humor with personal experiences and case studies, the author provides
concrete methods for positive, effective behavioral intervention.
  functional behavior assessment: FBA and BIP Christine Ditrano, 2010 This laminated
reference guide provides an efficient and effective template/model to conduct Functional Behavioral
Assessments (FBAs) and Behavioral Intervention Plans (BIP) that work. The focus of this guide is on
developing team-based intervention plans for the students who require intensive, individualized
behavioral intervention and includes: A team problem-solving approach to reduce behavior problems
in schools A concise description of the steps to conduct FBAs How to transform FBA results into
practical function-based interventions This valuable training tool helps teachers, school
psychologists, guidance counselors, and administrators learn how to design effective behavioral
interventions. It focuses on the value of preventing problem behaviors by changing the environment
as well implementing function-based behavioral interventions. An essential tool for school staff that
conduct FBAs and BIPs
  functional behavior assessment: Writing A Behavioral Intervention Plan Using Functional
Behavior Assessment Data Laura A. Riffel, 2009-06-05 This is a workbook format. This book uses ten
days of real data and teaches the learner how to mine that data for the gold that is hidden in
antecedent, setting events, and consequence data. Learning how to mine the data will assist parents,
teachers, ancillary staff, and care providers how to build a proactive plan based on the function
behind the behavior rather than an adult reaction to the behavior.
  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavior Assessment for People with Autism
Beth A. Glasberg, Beth Glasberg, Ph.D. BCBA-D, Robert H. LaRue, 2015 Parents and professionals
caring for people with autism sometimes encounter baffling, challenging behavior noncompliance,
aggression, or repetitive actions which they don't know how to stop. The key to resolving problem
behavior is to first determine its purpose by conducting a functional behavior assessment (FBA). In
this second edition updated with new research, case studies, and anecdotes, the authors explain how
clinicians conduct FBAs: measuring behavior; observing behavior and collecting data; testing the
hypothesis about the behavior's function. And now, there's new material about how to do FBAs
outside of clinical settings, at school, in the community, and at home, making this strategy more
accessible to parents and teachers in daily life. Use the follow-on book, Stop That Seemingly
Senseless Behavior! to create effective intervention plans incorporating insights learned from the
FBA.
  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment and Intervention in



Schools James L. McDougal, Sandra Chafouleas, Betsy B. Waterman, 2006 Provides school-based
mental health professionals with a user-friendly resource for conducting effective functional
behavioural assessments (FBAs) and for creating appropriate behaviour intervention plans. It uses
case examples to illustrate the FBA process and offer guidelines on using FBAs for a variety of
problems, from academic to behavioral, from mild to severe.
  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment, Diagnosis, and
Treatment Ennio Cipani, Keven M. Schock, 2007-06-18 As a teaching and instructional guide,
Functional Behavior Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment is a first-rate resource for students and
young professionals new to the field of ABA or looking to expand their knowledge and practice
competencies.--New England Psychologist [This book provides] the practicing behavior analyst
[with] a well-grounded tool in completing the process from analysis to treatment. I highly
recommend the book for all practicing behavior analysts as well as for graduate students entering
the field. Michael F. Dorsey, Ph.D., BCBA Professor of Program in Applied Behavior Analysis,
Endicott College ...one of the most detailed, practical, and useful textbooks geared for behavioral
graduate students who are also concurrent practitioners....I learned a lot in one semester with the
use of this textbook. Albee Ongsuco Doctoral Student, Pediatric School Psychology, East Carolina
University Ever since I began assigning Functional Behavioral Assessment, Diagnosis, and
Treatment for my courses on behavioral assessment, I have had no complaints (from students) about
giving out too many pages to read each week. In fact, I have only had positive comments about how
the material in this book really helps them to apply what they are learning in class to their work with
clients. Now I recommend this text to faculty I supervise for their courses on functional assessment
and treatment planning! Jose A. Martinez-Diaz, PhD, BCBA-D Professor and Associate Dean,
Graduate School of Behavior Analysis Florida Institute of Technology & CEO, ABA Technologies, Inc.
Now in its second edition, this popular text provides a comprehensive approach to functional
behavioral assessment, a function-based diagnostic classification system of the target problem, and
functional behavioral treatment. This new edition also provides a wealth of new case studies, some
drawn from the authors' own clinical experiences, in addition to a greater analysis of the role of
establishing operations (EO) and abolishing operations (AO). An ideal textbook for courses in
Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA), this book helps students cultivate an in-depth understanding of
assessing, diagnosing, and treating problem behaviors in a functional perspective. Key features:
Provides a methodology for functional behavioral assessment, including indirect as well as direct
measurement techniques such as analogue and in-situ methods Includes innovative
recommendations for conducting descriptive and trigger analyses and discusses how to use them in
assessment and treatment evaluation Presents a function-based, diagnostic classification system for
diagnosing problem behaviors, as well as functional diagnostic system for assessing the current
strength of potential replacement behaviors Includes integrated online ancillary materials for
students-brief narrated PowerPoint presentations and video lectures-ideal for generating class
discussions Features an online instructor's manual, including test items and PowerPoint slides for
use in lectures
  functional behavior assessment: Conducting School-Based Functional Behavioral
Assessments T. Steuart Watson, Mark W. Steege, 2003-03-28 This indispensable manual takes
school practitioners step by step through conducting functional behavioral assessments and using
them to plan effective interventions. The authors present a cogent rationale for the use of functional
behavioral assessment (FBA), clearly explaining its advantages over traditional approaches to
dealing with problem behavior. Basic terms and procedures are defined and the process of working
with individual students is described in depth. Bringing concepts to life with realistic case examples,
the authors also include a variety of sample FBA reports and corresponding positive behavior
support plans. A Q&A chapter offers straightforward answers to practitioners' frequently asked
questions. Perhaps most important, the volume provides all of the tools needed to complete a
reliable and valid FBA, including forms, questionnaires, and worksheets, with a large-size format
and lay-flat binding for ease of photocopying.



  functional behavior assessment: Functional Behavioral Assessment and Function-based
Intervention John Umbreit, 2007 Written by the leading authorities in the field, this book presents
a complete system for conducting FBA's, developing effective interventions, and implementing and
monitoring those interventions. Utilizing step-by-step strategies with supporting examples, this book
will first discuss the principles around behavior management, then show how behavior management
relates to functional behavioral assessment, and then offer methods for developing effective
funcational based interventions. General Inservice and Special Education teachers, school
administrators, school psychologists and/or counselors, behavior specialists and other educational
service agencies.
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