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gifted hands book review offers an insightful exploration into the inspiring memoir of Dr. Ben Carson, a

renowned neurosurgeon whose journey from a challenging childhood to medical success captures the

essence of perseverance and dedication. This review delves into the key themes, narrative style, and

motivational aspects presented in the book, highlighting its relevance for readers interested in medical

biographies, personal development, and overcoming adversity. The story not only chronicles Dr.

Carson’s groundbreaking surgical achievements but also emphasizes the importance of education,

faith, and hard work. Readers will gain an understanding of how the author’s early struggles shaped

his character and career, making the book a compelling read for those seeking inspiration. This gifted

hands book review also discusses the book’s impact on audiences and its role in promoting positive

values. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this article.
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Overview of Gifted Hands

Gifted Hands is a memoir that recounts the life and career of Dr. Ben Carson, tracing his path from a

troubled youth in Detroit to becoming a world-famous pediatric neurosurgeon. The book details pivotal

moments in his life, including academic struggles, family dynamics, and the critical surgeries that

defined his medical career. It provides a comprehensive look at how determination and focus can lead

to extraordinary accomplishments despite initial hardships.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows Dr. Carson’s transformation as he overcomes obstacles such as poverty, low

academic performance, and a challenging home environment. It highlights his mother’s influence, who

played a crucial role in encouraging education and discipline. The memoir also describes landmark

surgeries, including the separation of conjoined twins, showcasing his surgical skill and innovative

approach.

Structure and Presentation

The book is structured chronologically, allowing readers to see the progression of Dr. Carson’s life and

career. The writing is clear and accessible, blending personal anecdotes with professional

achievements. This approach makes the complex medical topics understandable to a broad audience

while maintaining engagement through storytelling.

Author Background and Writing Style

Dr. Ben Carson co-authored Gifted Hands with Cecil Murphey, combining firsthand experiences with

polished narrative techniques. Carson’s background as a leading neurosurgeon lends authenticity and

depth to the memoir, while Murphey’s writing expertise ensures clarity and flow.

Dr. Ben Carson’s Biography

Born in 1951, Dr. Carson grew up in a low-income household with limited resources. Despite early

academic challenges, he excelled in medicine, ultimately becoming the director of pediatric



neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital. His unique story of success through education and faith

forms the foundation of the book.

Writing Style and Tone

The writing style is straightforward and motivational, reflecting Dr. Carson’s humble and determined

personality. The tone remains professional yet personal, providing insight into both his medical

expertise and his values. This balance appeals to readers seeking inspiration as well as factual

information.

Key Themes and Messages

Gifted Hands conveys several important themes that resonate throughout Dr. Carson’s life story.

These messages contribute to the book’s enduring popularity and educational value.

Perseverance and Hard Work

The memoir emphasizes the significance of persistence in the face of adversity. Dr. Carson’s journey

illustrates how dedication to one’s goals can overcome socioeconomic barriers and personal doubts.

The Power of Education

Education is portrayed as a transformative tool that opens doors to opportunities. Dr. Carson credits

his academic success to a disciplined approach to learning, encouraged by his mother’s insistence on

reading and studying.

Faith and Spirituality

Faith plays a central role in the narrative, providing Dr. Carson with strength and guidance. The book

highlights how spiritual belief can support resilience and ethical decision-making in both personal and

professional life.



Innovation and Medical Excellence

The theme of medical innovation is evident in Dr. Carson’s pioneering surgical techniques and

commitment to improving patient outcomes. His story inspires readers interested in science, medicine,

and breakthroughs in healthcare.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, Gifted Hands has received widespread acclaim for its inspirational content and

educational impact. The book has influenced readers across diverse demographics, including students,

professionals, and general audiences.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised the memoir for its honest portrayal of struggle and success. The authentic voice of

Dr. Carson combined with compelling storytelling has earned it a respected place among medical

biographies.

Reader Testimonials

Many readers report feeling motivated to pursue their own goals after reading the book. The relatable

challenges and triumphs shared by Dr. Carson make the narrative accessible and encouraging.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

Gifted Hands was adapted into a television movie, further extending its reach and impact. The story

continues to inspire discussions about education, healthcare, and social mobility.

Target Audience and Educational Value

The book appeals to a broad audience, including students, educators, medical professionals, and

anyone interested in inspirational life stories. Its educational value lies in both its content and the

lessons it imparts.



Use in Academic Settings

Gifted Hands is frequently included in school curricula and reading programs aimed at promoting

perseverance and academic achievement. It serves as a case study in overcoming obstacles through

determination.

Relevance for Medical Students and Professionals

Medical students and practitioners benefit from insights into neurosurgery and patient care. The

memoir offers a rare glimpse into the personal side of a medical career marked by innovation and

compassion.

General Inspirational Appeal

Beyond academic and professional circles, the book provides motivation for individuals facing various

life challenges. Its universal themes make it suitable for diverse readers seeking encouragement.

Notable Surgical Achievements Highlighted

Gifted Hands details several of Dr. Carson’s groundbreaking surgeries that have contributed to his

international reputation. These medical accomplishments underscore the significance of his career as

presented in the memoir.

Separation of Conjoined Twins

One of the most famous cases involved the successful separation of craniopagus twins, joined at the

head. This complex procedure required innovative techniques and teamwork, demonstrating Dr.

Carson’s surgical expertise.

Advancements in Pediatric Neurosurgery

Dr. Carson pioneered methods to treat brain tumors and other neurological disorders in children. His

contributions have improved survival rates and quality of life for many young patients.



Commitment to Patient Care

The memoir emphasizes not only technical skill but also the compassionate approach Dr. Carson

maintains toward his patients and their families. This holistic perspective is a key element of his

medical philosophy.

Final Thoughts on Gifted Hands Book Review

This gifted hands book review demonstrates that the memoir is a powerful blend of personal narrative

and professional accomplishment. Its detailed portrayal of Dr. Ben Carson’s life offers valuable lessons

on perseverance, education, and faith. The book’s clear writing style, compelling themes, and inspiring

medical stories make it a significant contribution to biographical literature. Gifted Hands continues to

motivate readers worldwide, reinforcing the idea that challenges can be overcome through dedication

and innovation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the book 'Gifted Hands' by Ben Carson?

The main theme of 'Gifted Hands' is overcoming adversity through determination, faith, and hard work.

It chronicles Ben Carson's journey from a challenging childhood to becoming a renowned

neurosurgeon.

How has 'Gifted Hands' inspired readers according to reviews?

Many readers find 'Gifted Hands' inspiring because it showcases the power of perseverance and

education in transforming one's life, encouraging them to pursue their dreams despite obstacles.

Is 'Gifted Hands' suitable for young readers or students?

Yes, 'Gifted Hands' is often recommended for young readers and students as it provides valuable



lessons on discipline, self-belief, and the importance of education.

What writing style is used in 'Gifted Hands' and how do reviewers

perceive it?

The writing style of 'Gifted Hands' is straightforward and accessible, which reviewers appreciate for

making complex medical topics understandable to general audiences.

Does 'Gifted Hands' provide insights into the medical field?

Yes, the book offers a fascinating look into neurosurgery and medical challenges, giving readers an

inside view of the dedication required in the medical profession.

How does 'Gifted Hands' address the role of family and mentors in Ben

Carson's success?

The book emphasizes the significant influence of Ben Carson's mother and mentors, highlighting how

their support and guidance were crucial to his achievements.

What are some criticisms mentioned in 'Gifted Hands' reviews?

Some critics mention that the book occasionally oversimplifies complex medical procedures and that its

inspirational tone might feel overly idealistic to some readers.

Additional Resources

1. Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story

This autobiography by Dr. Ben Carson chronicles his journey from a challenging childhood in Detroit to

becoming a world-renowned neurosurgeon. It highlights themes of determination, faith, and

overcoming adversity. The book serves as an inspiration for readers interested in personal growth and

medical achievements.



2. The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe

This classic explores the lives of test pilots and astronauts who were among the first to venture into

space. The book delves into the qualities that define gifted individuals, such as courage and

intelligence, paralleling the spirit found in "Gifted Hands." It’s a compelling look at human potential and

excellence under pressure.

3. Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell

Gladwell examines the factors that contribute to high levels of success, including hard work,

opportunity, and cultural background. This book complements "Gifted Hands" by providing a broader

context on how exceptional talent develops. It encourages readers to reconsider what makes someone

truly gifted.

4. The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

A memoir that recounts the author’s unconventional and often difficult upbringing, demonstrating

resilience and determination. Like "Gifted Hands," it emphasizes overcoming obstacles through inner

strength and perseverance. Readers gain insight into the power of hope in shaping one’s future.

5. Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson

This biography explores the life of the visionary co-founder of Apple Inc., highlighting his creativity,

innovation, and relentless pursuit of excellence. It shares themes with "Gifted Hands" regarding the

impact of passion and dedication on achieving greatness. The book offers valuable lessons on

leadership and innovation.

6. Mindset: The New Psychology of Success by Carol S. Dweck

Dweck’s work focuses on the concept of a growth mindset, explaining how beliefs about ability

influence achievement. This psychological perspective complements the inspirational story of Dr. Ben

Carson by showing how mindset can drive giftedness and success. It is a practical guide for anyone

looking to improve their potential.

7. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

This book tells the true story of African-American women mathematicians who played crucial roles at



NASA during the space race. Like "Gifted Hands," it highlights intelligence, perseverance, and

breaking barriers in fields dominated by adversity. The narrative celebrates unsung heroes whose

talents changed history.

8. Becoming by Michelle Obama

The former First Lady’s memoir shares her personal journey from humble beginnings to national

prominence. Themes of resilience, education, and self-belief resonate closely with those in "Gifted

Hands." It offers an empowering perspective on how giftedness can manifest in leadership and service.

9. Peak: Secrets from the New Science of Expertise by Anders Ericsson and Robert Pool

This book explores how deliberate practice and focused effort lead to extraordinary performance in any

field. It reinforces the message in "Gifted Hands" that talent alone is not enough; hard work and

strategy are essential. Readers gain actionable insights into developing their own skills to a gifted

level.
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  gifted hands book review: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, M.D., 2008-09-09 In 1987, Dr. Benjamin
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Carson pioneered again in a rare procedure known as hemispherectomy, giving children without
hope a second chance at life through a daring operation in which he literally removed one half of
their brain. But such breakthroughs aren’t unusual for Ben Carson. He’s been beating the odds since
he was a child. Raised in inner-city Detroit by a mother with a third grade education, Ben lacked
motivation. He had terrible grades. And a pathological temper threatened to put him in jail. But
Sonya Carson convinced her son that he could make something of his life, even though everything
around him said otherwise. Trust in God, a relentless belief in his own capabilities, and sheer
determination catapulted Ben from failing grades to the top of his class --- and beyond to a Yale
scholarship . . . the University of Michigan Medical School . . . and finally, at age 33, the directorship
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holds twenty honorary doctorates and is the possessor of a long string of honors and awards,
including the Horatio Alger Award, induction into the 'Great Blacks in Wax' Museum in Baltimore,
Maryland, and an invitation as Keynote Speaker at the 1997 President’s National Prayer Breakfast.
Gifted Hands is the riveting story of one man’s secret for success, tested against daunting odds and
driven by an incredible mindset that dares to take risks. This inspiring autobiography takes you into
the operating room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world --- and into the
private mind of a compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help others. Through it all
shines a humility, quick wit, and down-to-earth style that make this book one you won’t easily forget.
  gifted hands book review: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, 1996 Examines the life
and career of the famous neurosurgeon.
  gifted hands book review: Gifted Hands 20th Anniversary Edition Ben Carson, M.D.,
2011-04-19 Gifted Hands reveals the remarkable journey of Dr. Ben Carson from an angry,
struggling young boy with everything stacked against him to the director of pediatric neurosurgery
at the Johns Hopkins Children's Center. As a boy, he did poorly in school and struggled with anger. If
it were not for the persistence of his mother, a single parent who worked three jobs and pushed her
sons to do their best, his story may have ended tragically. Join Dr. Carson on his journey from a
struggling inner-city student to the pinnacle of his career as a world-renowned neurosurgeon. A man
of humility, decency, compassion, courage, and sensitivity, he now serves as a role model for
everyone who wants to achieve their God-given potential. As you learn more about Dr. Carson's
amazing story, you'll be inspired to: Take charge of your own destiny Hone your God-given gifts Face
adversity head on Filled with fascinating stories, Gifted Hands will transport you into the operating
room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world, and into the private mind of a
compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help others.
  gifted hands book review: His Gifted Hands: Ralph's Gift 2 ,
  gifted hands book review: Gifted Hands Seymour I. Schwartz, 2010-09-30 In this sweeping
history of American surgical practice, a renowned surgeon describes how surgery in this country has
advanced from the comparatively crude practices of pioneering physicians in the colonial era to its
current level of preeminence.
  gifted hands book review: Book Review Digest , 1916
  gifted hands book review: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, 1990-06-01 Describes the life and
career of Dr. Ben Carson, the director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital.
  gifted hands book review: The New York Times Book Review , 1994-10 Presents extended
reviews of noteworthy books, short reviews, essays and articles on topics and trends in publishing,
literature, culture and the arts. Includes lists of best sellers (hardcover and paperback).
  gifted hands book review: Military Chaplains' Review , 1991
  gifted hands book review: Saturday Review , 1863
  gifted hands book review: Lincoln Review , 1990
  gifted hands book review: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art ,
1863
  gifted hands book review: Writer to Writer Cecil Murphey, 2015-06-02 Veteran author Cecil
(Cec) Murphey made a double commitment when he started writing professionally: (1) He would
never stop learning and improving, and (2) He would do whatever he could to help other writers.
This book is part of that commitment. In Writer to Writer, Cec shares valuable, bite-sized lessons
he’s learned on his journey, such as: * How to get beyond the amateur look; * Why writing articles is
a good place to start; * The importance of showing and telling; * Choosing the best words and
tenses; * Using dialog to move your story along; * Writing from the right perspective; * Keeping your
reader happy; * Working with publishers, editors, and agents; * Making a living as a writer. It’s
possible to become an excellent writer, and the tips and advice provided in Writer to Writer from a
master at his craft promise to guide you on the right path. Note: WRITER TO WRITER is a previously
published work, and is not substantially different from the original edition.
  gifted hands book review: Rizzoli & Isles: I Know a Secret Tess Gerritsen, 2018-04-03 NEW



YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Jane Rizzoli and Maura Isles—the inspiration for the smash hit TNT
series—continue their bestselling crime-solving streak, as they pursue a shadowy psychopath
keeping secrets and taking lives. “Suspense doesn’t get smarter than this.”—Lee Child Two separate
homicides, at different locations, with unrelated victims, have more in common than just being
investigated by Boston PD detective Jane Rizzoli and medical examiner Maura Isles. In both cases,
the bodies bear startling wounds—yet the actual cause of death is unknown. It’s a doubly
challenging case for the cop and the coroner to be taking on, at a fraught time for both of them. As
Jane struggles to save her mother from the crumbling marriage that threatens to bury her, Maura
grapples with the imminent death of her own mother—infamous serial killer Amalthea Lank. While
Jane tends to her mother, there’s nothing Maura can do for Amalthea, except endure one final battle
of wills with the woman whose shadow has haunted her all her life. Though succumbing to cancer,
Amalthea hasn’t lost her taste for manipulating her estranged daughter—this time by dangling a
cryptic clue about the two bizarre murders Maura and Jane are desperately trying to solve. But
whatever the dying convict knows is only a piece of the puzzle. Soon the investigation leads to a
secretive young woman who survived a shocking abuse scandal, an independent horror film that may
be rooted in reality, and a slew of martyred saints who died cruel and unusual deaths. And just when
Rizzoli and Isles think they’ve cornered a devilish predator, the long-buried past rears its head—and
threatens to engulf more innocent lives, including their own. Praise for I Know a Secret: A Rizzoli &
Isles Novel “Tess Gerritsen brings back Boston homicide detective Jane Rizzoli and medical
examiner Maura Isles to tackle another baffling mystery . . . weaving a thriller that slowly unfolds in
unexpected ways. . . . Rizzoli and Isles feel like real people, and readers who are fans of either the
book series or the former TV show know there’s an emotional angle to the proceedings and care
about everything that happens to the duo. . . . Gerritsen writes effortlessly, and this is another stellar
entry in the series.”—Associated Press “The unforgettable team of Rizzoli and Isles is back working
on a chilling and difficult case. . . . The twists and turns this novel takes will force Gerritsen’s
heroines to face difficult emotions and their own biases. As always, Gerritsen is a master
storyteller!”—RT Book Reviews “The characters converge in dynamic, diabolical ways and, in doing
so, reveal past events that continue to haunt the present day. . . . Gerritsen continues to surprise
with the depth and range of her storytelling ambitions. . . . Like the best of big-screen boogeyman
blockbusters, there’s complex villainy, a distortion between appearance and reality, and a third-act
plot twist that will both surprise and satisfy. This one’s a tasty treat with
substance.”—CriminalElement.com “Be prepared for an exciting ride with unexpected twists and
terrific writing.”—Library Journal
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Williams, 1991 Garrie Williams will help you experience the power of the latter rain now, explaining
how to receive the Spirit and how to know the difference between imagination and the impression of
the Spirit. - Orientation Chapter One: LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR--OF THE SPIRIT Study Guide
Chapter Two: AMAZING GRACE IS A PERSON Study Guide Chapter Three: TAKING UP
RESIDENCE Study Guide Chapter Four: THE IDENTITY CRISIS Study Guide Chapter Five:
CONSCIOUS OF HIS COMING Study Guide Chapter Six: SURRENDER IS A VICTORY WORD Study
Guide Chapter Seven: INNER WITNESS OR IMAGINATION? Study Guide Chapter Eight: WILL OUR
NEIGHBORS KNOW? Study Guide Chapter Nine: GREATER WORKS THAN JESUS' Study Guide
Chapter Ten: DISCERNING AND DEFEATING THE ENEMY Study Guide Chapter Eleven: THE
LEADING QUESTION Study Guide Chapter Twelve: HURTING OR HELPING THE SPIRIT? Study
Guide Chapter Thirteen: IT'S BEGINNING TO RAIN Study Guide BIBLE REFERENCES TO THE
HOLY SPIRIT REFERENCES
  gifted hands book review: Recipe for Great Teaching Anita Moultrie Turner, 2015-05-26 In
this well-seasoned book, charismatic educator Anita Moultrie Turner shows new teachers, veteran
teachers, and staff developers how to blend 11 essential ingredients into effective and productive
classrooms where all students can succeed. Easy to read and hard to put down, this Recipe for Great
Teaching features: - Classroom stories, quotations, and tasty servings of educational wit and wisdom



- Strategies for building effective learning environments - Techniques for successful curriculum
planning - Methods for engaging all students in learning - Ways of working with colleagues and the
community This inspiring resource offers enticing and delicious ways to spice up your teaching and
your students' learning.
  gifted hands book review: The Strengths of African American Families Robert B. Hill,
1999-01-14 Returning to his innovative work of twenty-five years ago, Robert Hill once more offers
an incisive analysis of five key cultural strengths of African-American families. With compassion and
eloquence, he argues that these existing strengths provide a solid foundation upon which to develop
the kind of public policies and self-help initiatives that will truly promote the interests, not only of
the African American community, but of our diverse nation as a whole.
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  gifted hands book review: The London Review of Politics, Society, Literature, Art, & Science ,
1863
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