
explain the term ecological imperialism
explain the term ecological imperialism is essential for understanding how the expansion of
European empires during the Age of Exploration and colonization significantly transformed the
ecological and biological landscapes of various regions worldwide. This concept refers to the process
by which imperial powers, particularly European settlers, inadvertently or deliberately altered native
environments through the introduction of new species, diseases, and agricultural practices. These
ecological changes often facilitated imperial domination by reshaping local ecosystems and societies.
The term also highlights the interconnectedness of ecology and imperialism, showing how biological
factors played a crucial role in the success of colonial enterprises. This article will explore the origins
and definition of ecological imperialism, its historical context, key examples, and the lasting
environmental and social impacts. Additionally, the discussion will cover the role of species exchange,
disease transmission, and environmental transformation in shaping colonial encounters.
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Definition and Origins of Ecological Imperialism
Ecological imperialism is a term that describes the ecological consequences of imperial expansion,
particularly the ways in which European colonization altered the biological and environmental fabric of
colonized regions. The concept was popularized by historian Alfred W. Crosby in his seminal work,
where he argued that the success of European imperialism was not solely due to military or
technological superiority but also owed much to the ecological transformations Europeans brought
with them. These transformations included the introduction of non-native species, pathogens, and
agricultural techniques that reshaped local environments and often displaced indigenous species and
cultures.

Definition of Ecological Imperialism
At its core, ecological imperialism refers to the process by which imperial powers spread their flora,
fauna, and diseases across new territories, leading to profound changes in native ecosystems. This
biological and environmental exchange often disrupted indigenous ways of life and facilitated colonial
control. The term emphasizes the ecological dimension of imperialism, focusing on how the natural
world was a battlefield and tool in the expansion of empires.



Origins of the Term
The phrase gained prominence in the late 20th century as scholars began to explore environmental
history and the role of nature in shaping human events. Alfred Crosby’s 1986 book, Ecological
Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900, laid the foundation for this field by
examining how European colonizers unintentionally or deliberately imported an "ecological arsenal"
that helped them dominate new lands. This approach shifted the narrative from human-centered
history to one that integrates ecological and biological factors.

Historical Context of Ecological Imperialism
The rise of European empires from the 15th century onward coincided with unprecedented global
biological exchanges known as the Columbian Exchange. This period marked the beginning of
widespread ecological imperialism, as European explorers and settlers transported plants, animals,
and diseases across continents. The historical context involves understanding the Age of Exploration,
colonization patterns, and the interactions between Europeans and indigenous peoples.

Age of Exploration and Colonization
European powers such as Spain, Portugal, Britain, France, and the Netherlands embarked on maritime
explorations that led to the colonization of the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Oceania. These ventures
were not only motivated by economic and political goals but also resulted in significant ecological
disruptions. The introduction of European agriculture, livestock, and diseases into new environments
transformed landscapes and societies.

The Columbian Exchange
The Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread transfer of plants, animals, culture, human
populations, technology, and diseases between the Americas and the Old World following Christopher
Columbus's voyages. This exchange is a central component of ecological imperialism, as it involved
the movement of organisms that altered ecosystems globally. For example, crops like wheat and
sugarcane were introduced to the Americas, while potatoes and maize were brought to Europe and
Africa.

Mechanisms of Ecological Imperialism
Ecological imperialism operated through various mechanisms that reshaped indigenous environments
and facilitated colonial dominance. These mechanisms include the introduction of invasive species,
the spread of diseases, changes in land use, and the disruption of native ecological balances.
Understanding these processes reveals how ecological factors intertwined with social and political
dynamics during imperial expansion.



Introduction of Non-Native Species
One of the primary mechanisms of ecological imperialism was the intentional or accidental
introduction of non-native plants and animals into colonized territories. European settlers brought
livestock such as cattle, sheep, and horses, which often outcompeted native species and transformed
landscapes. Similarly, European crops were cultivated in new regions, altering agricultural practices
and diets.

Disease Transmission
Diseases played a crucial role in ecological imperialism by decimating indigenous populations who
lacked immunity to Old World pathogens. Smallpox, measles, influenza, and other diseases spread
rapidly among Native American, Australian Aboriginal, and Pacific Islander communities, causing
demographic collapses that weakened resistance to colonial rule. The biological impact of disease
transmission was both a tragic consequence and an inadvertent tool of imperial expansion.

Environmental Transformation and Land Use Changes
Colonial powers often changed land use patterns to suit their economic interests, such as establishing
plantations, mining operations, and settler agriculture. These changes led to deforestation, soil
depletion, and habitat loss for native species. The introduction of European farming techniques and
land management practices disrupted traditional ecological knowledge and resource use among
indigenous peoples.

Key Examples of Ecological Imperialism
Several historical examples illustrate how ecological imperialism manifested in different regions.
These case studies demonstrate the diverse ways in which biological and environmental factors
influenced colonial outcomes and shaped the modern world’s ecological landscapes.

Ecological Imperialism in the Americas
The colonization of the Americas is one of the most studied examples of ecological imperialism.
European settlers introduced livestock, crops, and diseases that transformed indigenous societies and
ecosystems. The decimation of Native American populations due to smallpox and other diseases
enabled European settlement and resource extraction. The introduction of European plants and
animals also altered biodiversity and land use patterns across the continent.

Ecological Imperialism in Australia
Australia experienced profound ecological changes following British colonization in the late 18th
century. European settlers introduced sheep and cattle, which competed with native marsupials and
caused widespread environmental degradation. Invasive plant species and altered fire regimes further
disrupted Aboriginal land management practices. The ecological transformations contributed to the



displacement of indigenous peoples and the reshaping of Australia’s natural environment.

Ecological Imperialism in Africa
In Africa, European imperialism brought new crops, livestock, and diseases that affected local
ecologies and societies. The introduction of cash crops like coffee and rubber altered traditional
agriculture, while livestock introductions changed grazing patterns. Disease exchanges also occurred,
although the impact was often different due to existing endemic diseases and varying immune
responses among African populations.

Impacts of Ecological Imperialism on Indigenous
Ecosystems and Societies
The impacts of ecological imperialism were wide-ranging and profound, affecting both natural
environments and human communities. These effects often had long-lasting consequences that
continue to influence ecological and social dynamics today.

Environmental Consequences
Ecological imperialism led to significant environmental changes, including the loss of native
biodiversity, introduction of invasive species, deforestation, soil erosion, and altered hydrological
cycles. These changes disrupted ecosystem services and resilience, sometimes causing irreversible
damage to landscapes that indigenous peoples had sustainably managed for centuries.

Social and Cultural Impacts
Indigenous societies experienced demographic collapse due to introduced diseases, loss of traditional
lands, and disruption of cultural practices tied to the environment. The ecological changes imposed by
colonial powers often undermined indigenous food systems, economies, and spiritual relationships
with the land. These transformations contributed to social dislocation, resistance movements, and
ongoing struggles for land rights and cultural preservation.

Legacy and Modern Relevance
The legacy of ecological imperialism persists in contemporary environmental and social challenges.
Understanding this historical process helps explain patterns of ecological degradation, species
invasions, and cultural loss in former colonial regions. It also informs current debates on conservation,
indigenous rights, and sustainable environmental management by highlighting the deep connections
between ecology and imperial history.

Introduction of invasive species disrupting ecosystems



Spread of Old World diseases devastating native populations

Transformation of landscapes through agriculture and deforestation

Displacement and cultural disruption of indigenous peoples

Long-term environmental degradation and biodiversity loss

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of ecological imperialism?
Ecological imperialism refers to the process by which European settlers and colonizers transformed
the ecosystems of colonized lands through the introduction of new species, agricultural practices, and
environmental changes, often leading to significant impacts on native flora, fauna, and indigenous
ways of life.

How does ecological imperialism differ from traditional
imperialism?
While traditional imperialism focuses on political and economic domination, ecological imperialism
emphasizes the environmental and biological aspects of colonization, including the spread of invasive
species, diseases, and ecological changes that accompanied European expansion.

Who popularized the term ecological imperialism?
The term ecological imperialism was popularized by historian Alfred W. Crosby in his 1986 book titled
'Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900,' which explores the
environmental impacts of European colonization.

What role did invasive species play in ecological imperialism?
Invasive species introduced by European colonizers, such as rats, weeds, and livestock, often
outcompeted native species, disrupted local ecosystems, and facilitated European settlement by
transforming the environment to suit their needs.

Can you give examples of ecological changes caused by
ecological imperialism?
Examples include the introduction of European crops like wheat, the spread of diseases like smallpox
among indigenous populations, deforestation for agriculture, and the displacement of native species
by European animals such as sheep and cattle.



What were the consequences of ecological imperialism for
indigenous peoples?
Ecological imperialism often resulted in the loss of biodiversity, disruption of traditional hunting and
farming practices, spread of diseases, and the weakening of indigenous societies that depended on
their native environments for survival.

Is ecological imperialism still relevant today?
Yes, ecological imperialism remains relevant as contemporary global environmental changes, species
invasions, and historical land use patterns continue to affect ecosystems and indigenous
communities, highlighting the lasting legacy of colonial environmental transformations.

Additional Resources
1. Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 by Alfred W. Crosby
This foundational work explores how European settlers transformed new environments through the
introduction of plants, animals, and diseases. Crosby argues that this biological exchange was a key
factor in European imperial success. The book highlights the unintended ecological consequences of
colonization and how they reshaped ecosystems globally.

2. Nature and Power: A Global History of the Environment by Joachim Radkau
Radkau’s book provides a broad historical overview of humanity's relationship with nature, including
the environmental impacts of imperialism. It discusses how imperial powers exploited natural
resources and altered landscapes to consolidate control. The book places ecological imperialism
within a wider context of environmental history.

3. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 by Alfred W. Crosby
This book examines the widespread transfer of plants, animals, and diseases following Columbus’s
voyages. It underscores how this exchange initiated ecological imperialism by radically transforming
ecosystems on multiple continents. Crosby’s analysis reveals the profound environmental and cultural
effects of this biological interchange.

4. Green Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical Island Edens and the Origins of Environmentalism,
1600-1860 by Richard H. Grove
Grove investigates the environmental ideas that emerged alongside European imperialism, especially
in tropical colonies. The book explores how imperial powers perceived and managed colonial
environments, often aiming to protect or exploit nature. It links ecological imperialism to the roots of
modern environmentalism.

5. Colonialism and Conservation: Environmental Histories of the British Empire edited by Hilda Lloréns
and Richard H. Grove
This collection of essays examines how British imperial policies affected colonized environments. It
discusses the dual role of imperialism in environmental degradation and conservation efforts. The
book highlights the complex interplay between ecological change and colonial governance.

6. Environmentalism and the Dynamics of Global Imperialism by John M. MacKenzie
MacKenzie’s work explores the environmental dimensions of imperialism and how ecological concerns
intersected with colonial ambitions. It traces the role of environmental knowledge and practices in



sustaining imperial dominance. The book also considers indigenous responses to ecological changes
under imperial rule.

7. Landscapes of Power: Politics of Energy in the Navajo Nation by Christopher McAllister
Though focused on the Navajo Nation, this book illustrates broader themes of ecological imperialism
by highlighting how energy extraction impacts indigenous lands. It sheds light on the ongoing legacy
of imperialism in environmental exploitation and indigenous resistance. The study connects historical
ecological imperialism with contemporary environmental justice issues.

8. Imperial Nature: Environmental Histories of the British Empire by Richard H. Grove
Grove offers an in-depth look at how British imperialism altered natural landscapes and ecosystems.
The book explores the environmental consequences of colonial agriculture, resource extraction, and
settlement. It also addresses how imperial ideologies shaped environmental management practices.

9. Ecology and Empire: Environmental History of Colonialism by William Beinart and Lotte Hughes
This volume presents a comprehensive overview of ecological changes brought by colonialism across
different regions. It analyzes the environmental policies of imperial powers and their long-term
ecological impacts. The book provides case studies that illustrate the concept of ecological
imperialism in diverse colonial contexts.
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  explain the term ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism, Development, and the
Capitalist World-System Mariko Lin Frame, 2022-10-13 Two major trends are currently
challenging the sustainability of human civilization: extreme inequality and the ecological crisis. This
book argues that these are intrinsically linked by further exploring the complex relationships
between global ecological crises, neoliberal globalization, orthodox development policies, and
imperialism. Drawn from extensive theoretical, historical, policy, and empirical research, as well as
fieldwork in Africa and Asia, this book examines the crucial characteristics of the capitalist
world-system and how it enables and drives ecological imperialism. Neoliberal globalization has
allowed for capital’s unfettered access to and exploitation of Nature across the planet, and
neoliberal development policies have reinforced a contemporary form of ecological imperialism
where the environments of the Global South are enclosed and exploited, and local communities are
dispossessed of their land and livelihoods. Simultaneously, resources from the Global South are
funneled to the Global North in the form of consumer goods and ecologically unequal exchange,
while the profits from those resources are siphoned away to transnational corporations, financiers,
and government elites. This work traces the historical development of free market policies, while
also paying special attention to the role of Northern international financial institutions, emerging
economies (the semi-periphery), and the often-hidden role of international finance in ecological
imperialism. This volume will be of keen interest to scholars and students of political economy,
critical development studies, environmental sociology, and political ecology.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: History of Environment Mr. Rohit Manglik,
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2024-03-24 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Empires of Sustainability Joseph Murphy,
2024-06-07 Focussing on the greening of imperialisms and empires, Empires of Sustainability
analyses the shift around the world from denial of the environmental crisis to action to prevent
catastrophe, and the resulting implications. Evidence of this shift is clear in widespread and
purposeful social change which is gathering momentum. The book explains how globalisation
accelerated us towards the crisis, and today, even as its own legitimacy is being questioned, is
evolving through solutions and responses to it. Looking ahead and as the environmental crisis
worsens, two possible futures are discerned and explored. One is that through universal actions to
save the planet, shaped by interweaving political and economic forces, the hegemony of
globalisation is restored, albeit in a green form. The other is that the world reorganises into
competing spheres of influence, with politics, economics and the environment interwoven differently
in each case. In these ways, we face the prospect of one or more Empires of Sustainability emerging
over the decades ahead, unless we build a better alternative society. The author presents an
alternative: a more diverse World of Caring Places. This accessible book will appeal to students and
scholars of international political economy, sustainability and environmental studies, and analysts,
policy makers, campaigners and others concerned about the future of relations between people and
planet.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby,
2015-10-06 A fascinating study of the important role of biology in European expansion, from 900 to
1900.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Encyclopedia of Environment and Society Paul
Robbins, 2007-08-27 As befits the topic, this beautifully packaged, wonderfully illustrated,
interdisciplinary resource has more than 1200 entries written by specialists. A helpful reader′s guide
groups topics like agriculture, conservation and ecology, movements and regulations, politics,
pollution, and society. A resource guide, chronology, glossary, and list of the UN′s economic
indicators complete the set. —Library Journal ...this important work gives a well-focused snapshot of
environmentalism in the early 21st Century, and it will remain valuable into the future both for its
content and as a yardstick to measure progress toward sustainability and conservation. Summing
Up: Recommended. Undergraduates and general readers. —CHOICE Booklist Editors′ Choice 2008
This superb interdisciplinary work should find a place on the shelves of every public and academic
library that has the least bit of interest in environment issues—which should mean just about all.
—Booklist (Starred Review) Where does the environment leave off and society begin? When
expanding production and consumption drives greenhouse gas emissions that warm the planet,
which in turn influence the conditions of economic expansion, it is unclear where the climate ends
and the economy begins. This fact is not new to our era, however, our social and natural sciences
have only recently come to grips with the incredible complexity of the world described by
understanding the environment and society as being of a piece. As a result, in the last decade there
has been an unprecedented explosion of new concepts, theories, facts, and techniques that follow
from such an understanding. The Encyclopedia of Environment and Society brings together
multiplying issues, concepts, theories, examples, problems, and policies, with the goal of clearly
explicating an emerging way of thinking about people and nature. With more than 1,200 entries
written by experts from incredibly diverse fields, this innovative resource is a first step toward
diving into the deep pool of emerging knowledge. The five volumes of this Encyclopedia represent
more than a catalogue of terms. Rather, they capture the spirit of the moment, a fascinating time
when global warming and genetic engineering represent only two of the most obvious examples of
socio-environmental issues. Key Features Examines many new ideas about how the world works,
what creates the daunting problems of our time, and how such issues might be addressed, whether



by regulation, markets, or new ethics Demonstrates how theories of environmental management
based on market efficiency may not be easily reconciled with those that focus on population, and
both may certainly diverge from those centering on ethics, justice, or labor Offers contributions from
experts in their fields of specialty, including geographers, political scientists, chemists,
anthropologists, medical practitioners, development experts, and sociologists, among many others
Explores the emerging socio-environmental problems that we face in the next century, as well as the
shifting and expanding theoretical tools available for tackling these problems Covers regions of
North America in greater detail but also provides a comprehensive picture that approaches, as
effectively as possible, a cohesive global vision Key Themes Agriculture Animals Biology and
Chemistry Climate Conservation and Ecology Countries Geography History Movements and
Regulations Organizations People Politics Pollution Society Packed with essential and up-to-date
information on the state of the global socio-environment, the Encyclopedia of Environment and
Society is a time capsule of its historic moment and a record of where we stand at the start of the
21st century, making it a must-have resource for any library. These inspiring volumes provide an
opportunity for more new ways of thinking, behaving, and living in a more-than-human world.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Social Responsibility, Technology and AI David
Crowther, Shahla Seifi, 2024-11-18 This edited collection builds on the ethical questions reminiscent
of those raised by early fiction writing in relation to robotics, and AI’s position within human
endeavour. The chapters recognise the dangers as well as the applications which are appropriate
and helpful.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Just Conservation Adrian Martin, 2017-04-21 Loss
of biodiversity is one of the great environmental challenges facing humanity but unfortunately
efforts to reduce the rate of loss have so far failed. At the same time, these efforts have too often
resulted in unjust social outcomes in which people living in or near to areas designated for
conservation lose access to their territories and resources. In this book the author argues that our
approach to biodiversity conservation needs to be more strongly informed by a concern for and
understanding of social justice issues. Injustice can be a driver of biodiversity loss and a barrier to
efforts at preservation. Conversely, the pursuit of social justice can be a strong motivation to find
solutions to environmental problems. The book therefore argues that the pursuit of socially just
conservation is not only intrinsically the right thing to do, but will also be instrumental in bringing
about greater success. The argument for a more socially just conservation is initially developed
conceptually, drawing upon ideas of environmental justice that incorporate concerns for distribution,
procedure and recognition. It is then applied to a range of approaches to conservation including
benefit sharing arrangements, integrated conservation and development projects and market-based
approaches such as sustainable timber certification and payments for ecosystem services schemes.
Case studies are drawn from the author's research in Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Laos, Bolivia,
China and India.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Photography and Environmental Activism
Conohar Scott, 2022-05-30 This publication maps out key moments in the history of environmentalist
photography, while also examining contemporary examples of artistic practice. Historically,
photography has acted as a technology for documenting the industrial transformation of the world
around us; usually to benefit the interests of capitalist markets. An alternative photographic
tradition exists, however, in which the indexical image is used 'evidentially' to protest against
incidents of industrial pollution. By providing a definition of environmental activism in photographic
praxis, and identifying influential practitioners, this publication demonstrates that photography
plays a vital role in the struggle against environmental despoliation. This book will be of interest to
scholars in photography, art and visual culture, environmental humanities, and the history of
photography.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Ireland and Ecocriticism Eóin Flannery,
2015-10-05 This book is the first truly interdisciplinary intervention into the burgeoning field of Irish
ecological criticism. Providing original and nuanced readings of Irish cultural texts and personalities



in terms of contemporary ecological criticism, Flannery’s readings of Irish literary fiction, poetry,
travel writing, non-fiction, and essay writing are ground-breaking in their depth and scope.
Explorations of figures and texts from Irish cultural and political history, including John McGahern,
Derek Mahon, Roger Casement, and Tim Robinson, among many others, enable and invigorate the
discipline of Irish cultural studies, and international ecocriticism on the whole. This book addresses
the need to impress the urgency of lateral ecological awareness and responsibility among Irish
cultural and political commentators; to highlight continuities and disparities between Irish
ecological thought, writing, and praxis, and those of differential international writers, critics, and
activists; and to establish both the singularity and contiguity of Irish ecological criticism to the wider
international field of ecological criticism. With the introduction of concepts such as
ecocosmopolitanism, deep history, ethics of proximity, Gaia Theory, urban ecology, and postcolonial
environmentalism to Irish cultural studies, it takes Irish cultural studies in bracing new directions.
Flannery furnishes working examples of the necessary interdisciplinarity of ecological criticism, and
impresses the relevance of the Irish context to the broader debates within international ecological
criticism. Crucially, the volume imports ecological critical paradigms into the field of Irish studies,
and demonstrates the value of such conceptual dialogue for the future of Irish cultural and political
criticism. This pioneering intervention exhibits the complexity of different Irish cultural and
historical responses to ecological exploitation, degradation, and social justice.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: DIGI SMART BOOKS Understanding NCERT India
and the Contemporary World -II (History) for Class 10 GBP Editorial, 2023-08-12 Rationalised
textbooks published by NCERT The latest syllabus prescribed by the CBSE The latest Sample Paper
released by the CBSE Notes on each topic/subtopic/activity published in the NCERT textbook along
with separate videos explanation for each item. Comprehensive Explanation of each and every Intext
Ouestion and Questions given in the exercise in the book published by NCERT with separate video
explanation for each question. Comprehensive Question Bank on each chapter covering all varieties
of questions as given in the CBSE Sample Paper along with separate video explanation for each
question. The latest CBSE Sample Paper with video explanation of each question. Model Test Papers
along with video explanation of each question
  explain the term ecological imperialism: The Broken Promise of Agricultural Progress
Cameron Muir, 2014-06-05 Food and the global agricultural system has become one of the defining
public concerns of the twenty-first century. Ecological disorder and inequity is at the heart of our
food system. This thoughtful and confronting book tells the story of how the development of modern
agriculture promised ecological and social stability but instead descended into dysfunction.
Contributing to knowledge in environmental, cultural and agricultural histories, it explores how
people have tried to live in the aftermath of ‘ecological imperialism’. The Broken Promise of
Agricultural Progress: An environmental history journeys to the dry inland plains of Australia where
European ideas and agricultural technologies clashed with a volatile and taunting country that
resisted attempts to subdue and transform it for the supply of global markets. Its wide-ranging
narrative puts gritty local detail in its global context to tell the story of how cultural anxieties about
civilisation, population, and race, shaped agriculture in the twentieth century. It ranges from
isolated experiment farms to nutrition science at the League of Nations, from local landholders to
high profile moral crusaders, including an Australian apricot grower who met Franklin D. Roosevelt
and almost fed the world. This book will be useful to undergraduates and postgraduates on courses
examining international comparisons of nineteenth and twentieth century agriculture, and courses
studying colonial development and settler societies. It will also appeal to food concerned general
readers.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: A Dictionary of Environmental History Ian
Whyte, 2013-05-21 Increasing awareness of the extent and cause of environmental problems has
fuelled the emergence of a new and timely discipline: environmental history. An exciting blend of
geography, history, archaeology, anthropology, landscape, environment and science, it seeks to
reveal how human activity has affected the environment in the past and how we, in turn, have been



affected by that environment. How did people use and transform their environment? What problems
of pollution and resource depletion occurred? What has been the impact of industrialisation and
urbanisation? How have people's perceptions of nature and the environment changed over time?
Environmental historians are revealing how and why our environment changed in the past, they are
providing key insights into the mechanisms that influence environmental change today, and are
helping to make informed decisions on crucial environmental concerns such as deforestation,
desertification, pollution, global warming and climate change. Professor Whyte's A Dictionary of
Environmental History provides in a single volume a comprehensive reference work covering the
past 12,000 years of the Earth's environmental history. An introduction to the discipline is followed
by almost 1,000 entries covering key terminology, events, places, dates, topics, as well as the major
personalities in the history of the discipline. Entries range from shorter factual accounts to
substantial mini-essays on major topics and issues. Fully cross-referenced and with an extensive
bibliography, this pioneering work provides an authoritative yet accessible resourcethat will form
essential reading for academics, practitioners and students of environmental history and related
disciplines.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Victorian Environmental Nightmares Laurence W.
Mazzeno, Ronald D. Morrison, 2019-05-06 The twelve essays in Victorian Environmental Nightmares
explore various “environmental nightmares” through applied analyses of Victorian texts. Over the
course of the nineteenth century, writers of imaginative literature often expressed fears and
concerns over environmental degradation (in its wide variety of meanings, including social and
moral). In some instances, natural or environmental disasters influenced these responses; in other
instances a growing awareness of problems caused by industrial pollution and the growth of cities
prompted responses. Seven essays in this volume cover works about Britain and its current and
former colonies that examine these nightmare environments at home and abroad. But as the
remaining five essays in this collection demonstrate, “environmental nightmares” are not restricted
to essays on actual disasters or realistic fiction, since in many cases Victorian writers projected onto
imperial landscapes or wholly imagined landscapes in fantastic fiction their anxieties about how
humans might change their environments—and how these environments might also change humans.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Routledge International Handbook of Green
Criminology Nigel South, Avi Brisman, 2020-04-14 The Routledge International Handbook of Green
Criminology was the first comprehensive and international anthology dedicated to green
criminology. It presented green criminology to an international audience, described the state of the
field, offered a description of a range of environmental issues of regional and global importance, and
argued for continued criminological attention to environmental crimes and harms, setting an agenda
for further study. In the six years since its publication, the field has continued to grow and thrive.
This revised and expanded second edition of the Handbook reflects new methodological orientations,
new locations of study such as Asia, Canada and South America, and new responses to
environmental harms. While a number of the original chapters have been revised, the second edition
offers a range of fresh chapters covering new and emerging areas of study, such as: conservation
criminology, eco-feminism, environmental victimology, fracking, migration and eco-rights, and
e-waste. This handbook continues to define and capture the field of green criminology and is
essential reading for students and researchers engaged in green crime and environmental harm.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Invasion Ecology Julie L. Lockwood, Martha F.
Hoopes, Michael P. Marchetti, 2013-04-05 This new edition of Invasion Ecology provides a
comprehensive and updated introduction to all aspects of biological invasion by non-native species.
Highlighting important research findings associated with each stage of invasion, the book provides
an overview of the invasion process from transportation patterns and causes of establishment
success to ecological impacts, invader management, and post-invasion evolution. The authors have
produced new chapters on predicting and preventing invasion, managing and eradicating invasive
species, and invasion dynamics in a changing climate. Modern global trade and travel have led to
unprecedented movement of non-native species by humans with unforeseen, interesting, and



occasionally devastating consequences. Increasing recognition of the problems associated with
invasion has led to a rapid growth in research into the dynamics of non-native species and their
adverse effects on native biota and human economies. This book provides a synthesis of this fast
growing field of research and is an essential text for undergraduate and graduate students in
ecology and conservation management. Additional resources are available at
http://www.wiley.com/go/invasionecology
  explain the term ecological imperialism: A Companion to Global Environmental History J. R.
McNeill, Erin Stewart Mauldin, 2025-02-06 A COMPANION TO GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL
HISTORY Equips both specialists and newcomers with the historical, intellectual, and political
context for engagement with the environment Providing multiple points of entry into a dynamic,
fast-growing field, A Companion to Global Environmental History explores the many contours of the
relationship between human societies and the natural world on which they depend. Bringing
together essays by an international roster of both established experts and emerging scholars, this
volume covers a uniquely broad range of temporal, geographic, thematic, and contextual approaches
to the practice of global environmental history. Thirty-three detailed chapters describe how the
relationship between society and nature has changed over time, examine the various drivers of
change and environmental transformations, survey different types of environmental thought and
action around the world, and more. Now in its second edition, the Companion is fully revised to
reflect major research developments and new trajectories within the field. Updated chapters that
present new evidence for longstanding debates and innovative applications of environmental history
are accompanied by six entirely new chapters on India, China, Africa, early modern cities, global
environmental governance, and European environmentalism. Offering fresh insights into
environmental thought, culture, policy, and politics, A Companion to Global Environmental History,
Second Edition, is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate students and an invaluable
reference for scholars, researchers, and environmental historians.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Losing Ground Mark Dowie, 1995 Traces the
history of the environmental movement from its beginnings as private clubs, to the activism of the
1960s and 1970s, to the corporate sellout of the 1990s. Unveils the stories behind American
environmentalism's undeniable triumphs and its quite unnecessary failures.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Global Ecologies and the Environmental
Humanities Elizabeth DeLoughrey, Jill Didur, Anthony Carrigan, 2015-04-10 This book examines
current trends in scholarly thinking about the new field of the Environmental Humanities, focusing
in particular on how the history of globalization and imperialism represents a special challenge to
the representation of environmental issues. Essays in this path-breaking collection examine the role
that narrative, visual, and aesthetic forms can play in drawing attention to and shaping our ideas
about long-term and catastrophic environmental challenges such as climate change, militarism,
deforestation, the pollution and management of the global commons, petrocapitalism, and the
commodification of nature. The volume presents a postcolonial approach to the environmental
humanities, especially in conjunction with current thinking in areas such as political ecology and
environmental justice. Spanning regions such as Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, Australasia and the Pacific, as well as North America, the volume includes essays by
founding figures in the field as well as new scholars, providing vital new interdisciplinary
perspectives on: the politics of the earth; disaster, vulnerability, and resilience; political ecologies
and environmental justice; world ecologies; and the Anthropocene. In engaging critical ecologies,
the volume poses a postcolonial environmental humanities for the twenty-first century. At the heart
of this is a conviction that a thoroughly global, postcolonial, and comparative approach is essential
to defining the emergent field of the environmental humanities, and that this field has much to offer
in understanding critical issues surrounding the creation of alternative ecological futures.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: The Oxford History of Historical Writing Axel
Schneider, Daniel Woolf, 2011-05-05 The fifth volume of The Oxford History of Historical Writing
offers essays by leading scholars on the writing of history globally since 1945. Divided into two



parts, part one selects and surveys theoretical and interdisciplinary approaches to history, and part
two examines select national and regional historiographies throughout the world. It aims at once to
provide an authoritative survey of the field and to provoke cross-cultural comparisons. This is
chronologically the last of five volumes in a series that explores representations of the past across
the globe from the beginning of writing to the present day.
  explain the term ecological imperialism: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical
Writing Kelly Boyd, 2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over
800 entries ranging from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to
Simon Schama. Over 300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of
historians from the beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from
related disciplines like Jürgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have
informed historical debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the
development of national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the
history of sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of
African, Asian, and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.
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