
fairy tale origins
fairy tale origins trace back through centuries of oral tradition, cultural exchange, and
literary evolution. These enchanting stories have captivated audiences worldwide,
evolving from ancient myths and folklore into the beloved narratives known today. The
study of fairy tale origins reveals the complex interplay between history, culture, and
storytelling techniques that shaped these tales. From the early oral traditions of diverse
civilizations to the literary codifications in Europe, fairy tales carry deep symbolic
meanings and social functions. Understanding their beginnings provides insight into
human psychology, societal values, and the universal themes that persist in storytelling.
This article explores the historical roots, cultural influences, and key figures instrumental
in the development of fairy tales. It also examines common motifs and the transformation
of fairy tales over time.
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Historical Roots of Fairy Tales

The origins of fairy tales are deeply embedded in ancient oral traditions, predating written
literature by millennia. Early human societies used storytelling to transmit morals, cultural
norms, and lessons, often incorporating fantastical elements to engage listeners. These
narratives frequently involved supernatural beings, magical events, and heroic quests,
laying the groundwork for the fairy tale genre.

Oral Tradition and Storytelling

Before the advent of writing, storytelling was a communal activity, serving educational
and entertainment purposes. Oral tales were fluid, adapting to the values and needs of
different communities. This flexibility allowed fairy tale elements to spread widely and
vary significantly between cultures while preserving core themes.



Mythology and Folklore Foundations

Many fairy tales have their roots in mythology and folklore, which often featured gods,
spirits, and creatures embodying natural forces or human traits. These stories provided
explanations for natural phenomena and human experiences. Over time, mythological
narratives were simplified or altered into more accessible fairy tales, emphasizing moral
lessons and imaginative elements.

Cultural Influences on Fairy Tale Origins

Fairy tales reflect the cultural contexts in which they were created, incorporating local
beliefs, customs, and social structures. The transmission of tales across regions facilitated
cultural exchange, influencing the content and style of fairy tales worldwide. This section
highlights significant cultural contributions to the fairy tale tradition.

European Traditions

European cultures, especially during the Middle Ages and Renaissance, played a
significant role in shaping fairy tale origins. Folktales from Celtic, Germanic, Slavic, and
Mediterranean regions contributed diverse characters and motifs, such as witches, elves,
and enchanted forests. These elements became staples in many classic fairy tales.

Non-European Influences

Fairy tales also have origins beyond Europe, with rich storytelling traditions found in Asia,
Africa, and the Americas. These tales often feature unique supernatural beings and moral
lessons reflective of local worldviews. The incorporation of these stories into global
collections demonstrates the universality and adaptability of fairy tale narratives.

Key Collectors and Authors

The preservation and popularization of fairy tales owe much to notable collectors and
authors who compiled and adapted traditional stories. Their work helped transition fairy
tales from oral folklore to written literature, ensuring their survival and continued
influence.

The Brothers Grimm



Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm are among the most famous collectors of fairy tales, publishing
"Grimms' Fairy Tales" in the early 19th century. Their collection included many German
folktales, which they edited and refined for literary audiences. Their efforts were crucial in
preserving oral traditions and elevating fairy tales as a serious subject of study.

Charles Perrault and Other Authors

Charles Perrault, a French author of the late 17th century, is credited with formalizing
many classic fairy tales such as "Cinderella" and "Sleeping Beauty." His versions often
included moral commentary and were intended for aristocratic readers. Other significant
authors, such as Hans Christian Andersen, also contributed original fairy tales that have
become timeless classics.

Common Motifs and Themes

Fairy tales share a variety of recurring motifs and themes that contribute to their enduring
appeal. These elements often serve symbolic purposes, reflecting human experiences and
societal values. Understanding these motifs helps illuminate the deeper meanings behind
fairy tale origins.

Magic and Supernatural Elements

Magic is a defining feature of fairy tales, manifesting through enchanted objects, spells,
and supernatural beings. These elements create a sense of wonder and enable characters
to overcome obstacles, symbolizing transformation and the triumph of good over evil.

Heroic Journeys and Morality

Many fairy tales revolve around a protagonist's journey or quest, representing personal
growth and moral development. Themes of justice, kindness, bravery, and cleverness are
prevalent, often concluding with rewards for virtuous behavior and punishments for
wrongdoing.

Common Fairy Tale Motifs

The wicked stepmother or antagonist

The magical helper or fairy godmother



The transformation or metamorphosis

The quest for true love or identity

Tests of character and intelligence

Evolution of Fairy Tales Over Time

Fairy tales have evolved significantly from their origins, influenced by changing cultural
attitudes, literary trends, and media adaptations. This evolution reflects broader societal
changes and the continuing relevance of fairy tales in modern culture.

From Oral to Written Form

The transition from oral storytelling to written collections allowed fairy tales to reach
wider audiences and ensured their preservation. However, this shift also led to
standardization and censorship, with some tales being sanitized or altered to suit
particular moral or political agendas.

Modern Adaptations and Interpretations

In contemporary times, fairy tales have been reinterpreted across various media, including
film, theater, and literature. These adaptations often explore new perspectives, challenge
traditional roles, and address modern social issues, demonstrating the flexibility and
enduring power of fairy tale origins.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of famous fairy tales like
Cinderella and Snow White?
Many famous fairy tales like Cinderella and Snow White originated from European oral
traditions and were later collected and published by authors such as the Brothers Grimm
in the 19th century. These stories often have roots in ancient folklore and myths.

How did fairy tales evolve over time?
Fairy tales evolved from oral storytelling traditions passed down through generations.
Over time, they were adapted and written down, often sanitized or altered to suit cultural



norms, moral lessons, and the tastes of different audiences.

Are fairy tales based on real historical events or people?
Some fairy tales may have been inspired by real historical events or figures, but most are
fictional stories created to convey moral lessons, cultural values, or entertain. For
example, the story of Sleeping Beauty has no direct historical basis but may incorporate
symbolic elements.

What cultures have contributed to the development of
fairy tales?
Fairy tales have origins in many cultures worldwide, including European, Middle Eastern,
African, and Asian traditions. Each culture has its unique stories and motifs, which have
influenced the global body of fairy tales.

Who were the Brothers Grimm and what was their role
in fairy tale origins?
The Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, were German academics and folklorists
who collected and published a large number of folk tales in the early 19th century. Their
work helped preserve and popularize many fairy tales that are still known today.

How did fairy tales reflect the societies they came from?
Fairy tales often reflect the values, fears, and social norms of the societies they originated
from. They include themes such as good versus evil, justice, and morality, and sometimes
address issues like gender roles and class structure.

What role did oral tradition play in the origins of fairy
tales?
Oral tradition was crucial in the origins of fairy tales, as these stories were passed down
verbally from generation to generation before being written down. This method allowed
fairy tales to evolve and adapt to different contexts and audiences.

Are there common themes found in fairy tales from
different cultures?
Yes, many fairy tales from different cultures share common themes such as
transformation, the triumph of good over evil, quests or journeys, magical elements, and
the importance of kindness and bravery.



Additional Resources
1. The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm
This collection presents the authentic versions of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales as they
were first recorded in the early 19th century. It offers readers insight into the original
narratives, often darker and more complex than the sanitized versions commonly known
today. The book includes annotations that explain the historical and cultural contexts of
these enduring stories.

2. From the Beast to the Blonde: On Fairy Tales and Their Tellers
Marina Warner explores the origins and transformations of traditional fairy tales, focusing
on the roles of women both as storytellers and characters. The book delves into how these
tales reflect societal attitudes toward gender and power. Warner’s analysis reveals the
deep-rooted symbolism found in classic fairy tales.

3. The Annotated Classic Fairy Tales
Edited by Maria Tatar, this anthology brings together a variety of classic fairy tales with
extensive notes and commentary. It provides background on the tales’ origins, variations,
and cultural significance. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how these
stories have evolved over time.

4. Fairy Tales: A New History
Ruth B. Bottigheimer traces the development of fairy tales from medieval oral traditions to
modern literary forms. The book challenges many common assumptions about fairy tales,
highlighting their roots in folklore, morality tales, and societal norms. Bottigheimer’s
research sheds light on the changing purposes of these stories through history.

5. Once Upon a Time: A Short History of Fairy Tale
Marcia K. Lieberman offers a concise yet thorough overview of fairy tale origins and their
cultural impact. The book examines key fairy tale motifs and their meanings across
different cultures. It also discusses how fairy tales have been adapted in literature and
media.

6. The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales
Bruno Bettelheim analyzes fairy tales from a psychological perspective, focusing on their
role in child development and emotional growth. Although not strictly a historical account,
the book provides insight into why these ancient stories continue to resonate. Bettelheim’s
interpretations connect fairy tale origins with their lasting relevance.

7. Fairy Tale Origins: A Guide to the History and Development of the Genre
This book offers a detailed exploration of the historical roots of popular fairy tales and
their evolution over centuries. It covers the influence of different cultures and literary
movements on the genre. Readers will find discussions on how fairy tales reflect human
values and societal changes.

8. The Folklore of Fairy Tales
By studying the oral traditions and folklore that gave rise to fairy tales, this book uncovers
the cultural and anthropological contexts of these stories. It highlights the significance of
storytelling in preserving community values and history. The author emphasizes the
dynamic nature of fairy tales as living narratives.



9. Once Upon a Time and Now: Fairy Tales and Their Transformations
This volume examines how fairy tales have been reshaped across time and media, from
oral storytelling to contemporary adaptations. It explores the origins of key fairy tale
elements and how they have been reinterpreted to suit modern audiences. The book
provides a comprehensive look at the enduring legacy of fairy tale narratives.
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  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales Ruth B. Bottigheimer, 2010-03-25 2009 CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Title Where did Cinderella come from? Puss in Boots? Rapunzel? The origins of fairy tales
are looked at in a new way in these highly engaging pages. Conventional wisdom holds that fairy
tales originated in the oral traditions of peasants and were recorded for posterity by the Brothers
Grimm during the nineteenth century. Ruth B. Bottigheimer overturns this view in a lively account of
the origins of these well-loved stories. Charles Perrault created Cinderella and her fairy godmother,
but no countrywoman whispered this tale into Perrault's ear. Instead, his Cinderella appeared only
after he had edited it from the book of often amoral tales published by Giambattista Basile in Naples.
Distinguishing fairy tales from folktales and showing the influence of the medieval romance on them,
Bottigheimer documents how fairy tales originated as urban writing for urban readers and listeners.
Working backward from the Grimms to the earliest known sixteenth-century fairy tales of the Italian
Renaissance, Bottigheimer argues for a book-based history of fairy tales. The first new approach to
fairy tale history in decades, this book answers questions about where fairy tales came from and how
they spread, illuminating a narrative process long veiled by surmise and assumption.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales, Their Origin and Meaning; With Some Account of Dwellers in
Fairyland John Thackray Bunce, 2022-05-28 Fairy Tales, Their Origin and Meaning; With Some
Account of Dwellers in Fairyland is a work by John Thackray Bunce. The author presents a scholarly
account of fairy tales and their origins while comparing similarities in tales from differing cultures.
  fairy tale origins: Out of the Woods Nancy L. Canepa, 1997 Covering over 300 years, this
volume of essays articulates the literary, ideological and historical contexts in which fairy tales
evolved in Italy and France. The tales analyzed were each appropriated from oral tradition by
professional men and women of letters and thus reveal a cultural history
  fairy tale origins: The Irresistible Fairy Tale Jack Zipes, 2012 A provocative new theory about
fairy tales from one of the world's leading authorities If there is one genre that has captured the
imagination of people in all walks of life throughout the world, it is the fairy tale. Yet we still have
great difficulty understanding how it originated, evolved, and spread—or why so many people cannot
resist its appeal, no matter how it changes or what form it takes. In this book, renowned fairy-tale
expert Jack Zipes presents a provocative new theory about why fairy tales were created and
retold—and why they became such an indelible and infinitely adaptable part of cultures around the
world. Drawing on cognitive science, evolutionary theory, anthropology, psychology, literary theory,
and other fields, Zipes presents a nuanced argument about how fairy tales originated in ancient oral
cultures, how they evolved through the rise of literary culture and print, and how, in our own time,
they continue to change through their adaptation in an ever-growing variety of media. In making his
case, Zipes considers a wide range of fascinating examples, including fairy tales told, collected, and
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written by women in the nineteenth century; Catherine Breillat's film adaptation of Perrault's
Bluebeard; and contemporary fairy-tale drawings, paintings, sculptures, and photographs that
critique canonical print versions. While we may never be able to fully explain fairy tales, The
Irresistible Fairy Tale provides a powerful theory of how and why they evolved—and why we still use
them to make meaning of our lives.
  fairy tale origins: Bluebeard Casie Hermansson, 2009 Bluebeard is the main character in one
of the grisliest and most enduring fairy tales. A serial wife murderer, he keeps a horror chamber in
which remains of all his previous matrimonial victims are secreted from his latest bride. She is given
all the keys but forbidden to open one door of the castle. This is a major study of the tale and its
many variants in English: from the 18th and 19th century chapbooks, children's toybooks,
pantomimes, melodramas, and circus spectaculars, to the 20th century in music, literature, art, film,
and theatre.
  fairy tale origins: A Cultural History of Fairy Tales in the Long Nineteenth Century Naomi J.
Wood, 2021-07-15 How have fairy tales from around the world changed over the centuries? What do
they tell us about different cultures and societies? This volume explores the period when the
European fairy tales conquered the world and shaped the global imagination in its own image.
Examining how collectors, children's writers, poets, and artists seized the form to challenge
convention and normative ideas, this book explores the fantastic imagination that belies the
nineteenth century's materialist and pedestrian reputation. Looking at writers including E.T.A
Hoffman, the Brothers Grim, S.T. Coleridge, Walter Scott, Oscar Wilde, Christina Rosetti, George
MacDonald, and E. Nesbit, the volume shows how fairy tales touched every aspect of nineteenth
century life and thought. It provides new insights into themes including: forms of the marvelous,
adaptation, gender and sexuality, humans and non-humans, monsters and the monstrous, spaces,
socialization, and power. With contributions from international scholars across disciplines, this
volume is an essential resource for researchers, scholars and students of literature, history, and
cultural studies. A Cultural History of Fairy Tales (6-volume set) A Cultural History of Fairy Tales in
Antiquity is also available as a part of a 6-volume set, A Cultural History of Fairy Tales, tracing fairy
tales from antiquity to the present day, available in print, or within a fully-searchable digital library
accessible through institutions by annual subscription or on perpetual access (see
www.bloomsburyculturalhistory.com). Individual volumes for academics and researchers interested
in specific historical periods are also available digitally via www.bloomsburycollections.com.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales: Their Origin and Meaning John Thackray Bunce, 1918
  fairy tale origins: Once Upon a Time Marina Warner, 2014-10-23 From wicked queens,
beautiful princesses, elves, monsters, and goblins to giants, glass slippers, poisoned apples, magic
keys, and mirrors, the characters and images of fairy tales have cast a spell over readers and
audiences, both adults and children, for centuries. These fantastic stories have travelled across
cultural borders, and been passed on from generation to generation, ever-changing, renewed with
each re-telling. Few forms of literature have greater power to enchant us and rekindle our
imagination than a fairy tale. But what is a fairy tale? Where do they come from and what do they
mean? What do they try and communicate to us about morality, sexuality, and society? The range of
fairy tales stretches across great distances and time; their history is entangled with folklore and
myth, and their inspiration draws on ideas about nature and the supernatural, imagination and
fantasy, psychoanalysis, and feminism. Marina Warner has loved fairy tales over a long writing life,
and she explores here a multitude of tales through the ages, their different manifestations on the
page, the stage, and the screen. From the phenomenal rise of Victorian and Edwardian literature to
contemporary children's stories, Warner unfolds a glittering array of examples, from classics such as
Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and The Sleeping Beauty, the Grimm Brothers' Hansel and Gretel, and
Hans Andersen's The Little Mermaid, to modern-day realizations including Walt Disney's Snow
White and gothic interpretations such as Pan's Labyrinth. In ten succinct chapters, Marina Warner
digs into a rich hoard of fairy tales in their brilliant and fantastical variations, in order to define a
genre and evaluate a literary form that keeps shifting through time and history. Her book makes a



persuasive case for fairy tale as a crucial repository of human understanding and culture.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales in Contemporary American Culture Kate Christine Moore
Koppy, 2021-02-22 In the twenty-first century, American culture is experiencing a profound shift
toward pluralism and secularization. In Fairy Tales in Contemporary American Culture: How We
Hate to Love Them, Kate Koppy argues that the increasing popularity and presence of fairy tales
within American culture is both indicative of and contributing to this shift. By analyzing
contemporary fairy tale texts as both new versions in a particular tale type and as wholly new
fairy-tale pastiches, Koppy shows that fairy tales have become a key part of American secular
scripture, a corpus of shared stories that work to maintain a sense of community among diverse
audiences in the United States, as much as biblical scripture and associated texts used to.
  fairy tale origins: Fashion in the Fairy Tale Tradition Rebecca-Anne C. Do Rozario, 2018-06-06
This book is a journey through the fairy-tale wardrobe, explaining how the mercurial nature of
fashion has shaped and transformed the Western fairy-tale tradition. Many of fairy tale’s most iconic
images are items of dress: the glass slippers, the red capes, the gowns shining like the sun, and the
red shoes. The material cultures from which these items have been conjured reveal the histories of
patronage, political intrigue, class privilege, and sexual politics behind the most famous fairy tales.
The book not only reveals the sartorial truths behind Cinderella’s lost slippers, but reveals the
networks of female power woven into fairy tale itself.
  fairy tale origins: Fairytale and Gothic Horror Laura Hubner, 2018-04-06 This book explores
the idiosyncratic effects generated as fairytale and gothic horror join, clash or merge in cinema.
Identifying long-held traditions that have inspired this topical phenomenon, the book features close
analysis of classical through to contemporary films. It begins by tracing fairytale and gothic origins
and evolutions, examining the diverse ways these have been embraced and developed by cinema
horror. It moves on to investigate films close up, locating fairytale horror, motifs and themes and a
distinctively cinematic gothic horror. At the book’s core are recurring concerns including: the
boundaries of the human; rational and irrational forces; fears and dreams; ‘the uncanny’ and
transitions between the wilds and civilization. While chronology shapes the book, it is thematically
driven, with an interest in the cultural and political functions of fairytale and gothic horror, and the
levels of transgression or social conformity at the heart of the films.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales and Feminism Donald Haase, 2004 In the 1970s, feminists
focused critical attention on fairy tales & broke the spell that had enchanted readers for centuries,
by exposing the role of the fairy tale in the cultural struggle over gender. This book revisits feminist
criticism & offers a new evaluation of its merits.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tale as Myth/myth as Fairy Tale Jack Zipes, Explores the historical rise
of the literary fairy tale as genre in the late seventeenth century. In his examinations of key classical
fairy tales, Zipes traces their unique metamorphoses in history with stunning discoveries that reveal
their ideological relationship to domination and oppression. Tales such as Beauty and the Beast,
Snow White and the Seven Dwarves, and Rumplestiltskin have become part of our everyday culture
and shapers of our identities. In this lively work, Jack Zipes explores the historical rise of the literary
fairy tale as genre in the late seventeenth century and examines the ideological relationship of
classic fairy tales to domination and oppression in Western society. The fairy tale received its most
mythic articulation in America. Consequently, Zipes sees Walt Disney's Snow White as an expression
of American male individualism, film and literary interpretations of L. Frank Baum's The Wizard of
Oz as critiques of American myths, and Robert Bly's Iron John as a misunderstanding of folklore and
traditional fairy tales. This book will change forever the way we look at the fairy tales of our youth.
  fairy tale origins: The Cambridge Companion to Fairy Tales Maria Tatar, 2015 An international
team of scholars explores the historical origins, cultural dissemination and continuing literary and
psychological power of fairy tales.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales Reimagined Susan Redington Bobby, 2014-01-10 Although
readers and filmgoers are strongly familiar with Disney's sanitized child-centric fairy tales, they are
quick to catch on to reworkings of classic tales into a contemporary context. The rise is such



retellings seems to indicate that readers are hungry for a new narrative, one that hearkens back to
the old yet moves the storyline forward to reflect conditions of the modern world. No mere escapist
fantasies, the reimagined fairy tales of the late 20th and early 21st centuries reflect social, political
and cultural truths. Sixteen essays consider fairy tales recreated through short stories, novels,
poetry, and the graphic novel from both best-selling and lesser-known writers, applying a variety of
perspectives, including postmodernism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, feminism, queer theory and
gender studies. Along with the classic fairy tales, fiction from writers such as Neil Gaiman (Stardust)
and Gregory Macquire (Wicked) is covered.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales from Before Fairy Tales Jan M. Ziolkowski, 2007-02-15 When
did fairy tales begin? What qualifies as a fairy tale? Is a true fairy tale oral or literary? Or is a fairy
tale determined not by style but by content? To answer these and other questions, Jan M. Ziolkowski
not only provides a comprehensive overview of the theoretical debates about fairy tale origins but
includes an extensive discussion of the relationship of the fairy tale to both the written and oral
sources. Ziolkowski offers interpretations of a sampling of the tales in order to sketch the complex
connections that existed in the Middle Ages between oral folktales and their written equivalents, the
variety of uses to which the writers applied the stories, and the diverse relationships between the
medieval texts and the expressions of the same tales in the classic fairy tale collections of the
nineteenth century. In so doing, Ziolkowski explores stories that survive in both versions associated
with, on the one hand, such standards of the nineteenth-century fairy tale as the Brothers Grimm,
Hans Christian Andersen, and Carlo Collodi and, on the other, medieval Latin, demonstrating that
the literary fairy tale owes a great debt to the Latin literature of the medieval period. Jan M.
Ziolkowski is the Arthur Kingsley Porter Professor of Medieval Latin at Harvard University.
  fairy tale origins: Rapunzel - And Other Fair Maidens in Very Tall Towers (Origins of
Fairy Tales from Around the World) Amelia Carruthers, 2015-09-24 Rapunzel – Origins of the
Fairy Tale from around the World' contains seven different versions of the 'Rapunzel' story. It
includes an in-depth introduction to the fairy tale genre itself, as well as the folkloric provenance of
'Rapunzel'. It encompasses 'Petrosinella' by Giambattista Basile, 'Rapunzel' by the Brothers Grimm,
'Prunella' by Andrew Lang, the 'Legend of Saint Barbara' and the tale of 'Rúdábeh' from the Persian
epic, 'The Shahmaneh'. What is a fairy tale? The 'Origins of Fairy Tales from around the World'
series helps to answer this question, by showcasing the amazing breath and diversity involved in
classic fairy tales. It focuses on the unusual phenomenon that the same tales, with only minor
variations, appear again and again in different cultures – across time and geographical space.
Traditionally told as short stories for children, and for adults too, these popular fairy tales will be
sure to delight both young and old. Beautifully illustrated, these story books combine the best
story-telling, with the best art-work, in order that the two may be fully appreciated.
  fairy tale origins: Fairy Tales , 1872
  fairy tale origins: How Fairy Tales Live Happily Ever After: (Analyzing) The Art of
Adapting Fairy Tales Conny Eisfeld, 2014-06 What happened to the classic fairy tale? Do we still
read the 'old and dusty tales' of wonder to our children or would we rather take them to the cinema?
The fairy tale boom has reached Hollywood where popular tales are currently transformed into
entertainment movies. Makers of films and TV series have become the storytellers of the digital age -
a transition that frequently leads to discussions about how these new forms limit or contribute to the
further development and preservation of the traditional fairy tale. But what exactly is a traditional
fairy tale? The book follows the history of the tale, how it has been changing colors and how it has
been adapting and surviving for centuries. The main focus lies on the literary and multi-medial
analysis of two popular fairy tales: Rapunzel and Little Red Riding Hood, which have not only been
adapted to the screen recently but have been repeatedly altered throughout the centuries. Follow
the journey of the fairy tale from its most basic form, i.e. oral storytelling, to a written and illustrated
commitment that shaped the general image of fairy tales for forthcoming generations, to its newest
form: the visualization through new and digital media.
  fairy tale origins: A Literary and Multi-Medial Analysis of Selected Fairy Tales and Adaptations



Conny Eisfeld, 2013-01-31 Master's Thesis from the year 2012 in the subject Literature - General,
grade: 1,0, University of Flensburg (Kultur-Sprache-Medien), language: English, abstract: Die
englischsprachige Masterarbeit A Literary and Multi-Medial Analysis of Selected Fairy Tales and
Adaptations befasst sich mit Analysen und Interpretationsansätzen, die über das Märchen in ihrer
geschriebenen Fassung hinausgehen. Hierbei wurden insbesondere zwei Märchen, i.e. Rapunzel und
Rotkäppchen, in den Vordergrund gestellt. In dem ersten Kapitel bekommt der Leser einen
generellen Einblick über die Entstehung und mögliche Definition des Märchens, sowie über deren
Eigenschaften. Im anschließenden Kapitel richtet sich das Augenmerk auf die Kunst der Adaption,
wobei zunächst zwischen Roman- und Märchenadaption unterschieden wird. Zahlreiche Beispiele
aus der fiktiven Literatur und dem Märchengenre unterstreichen und veranschaulichen den
Informationsfluss. Zusätzlich wird in einem Unterkapitel die Film und TV-Adaption näher beleuchtet,
da der Schwerpunkt dieser Arbeit auf kontemporäre Märchenverfilmungen liegt. Im dritten und
vierten Kapitel werden die vorab erwähnten Märchen Rapunzel und Rotkäppchen intensiv
behandelt. Es erfolgen zunächst Interpretationen von ausgewählten Versionen der einzelnen
Märchen, wobei auch kulturelle Hintergründe und mögliche Ursprünge mit in Betracht gezogen
werden. Anschließend erfolgt eine Analyse aktueller Adaptionen, die hauptsächlich im Bereich des
Films liegen. Mit der Untersuchung der einzelnen Märchen und deren Adaptierungen will belegt
werden, dass kontemporäre Adaptionen zur Erhaltung des Märchenguts beitragen. Als kulturelle
Weiterverarbeitung beeinflussen diese die Wahrnehmung des Märchens, was das kollektive
Gedächtnis aktualisieren bzw. bereichern kann.
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