founding fathers religious views

founding fathers religious views played a significant role in shaping the early political and social
framework of the United States. Understanding the religious beliefs and philosophies of these key figures
offers insight into the formation of American values, governance, and the famous principle of separation of
church and state. While the founding fathers shared some common religious influences, their personal
convictions varied widely, ranging from orthodox Christianity to Deism and other Enlightenment-inspired
beliefs. This article explores the diverse religious perspectives of prominent founders, how their faith
influenced the Constitution, and the ongoing impact of their beliefs on American society. The discussion
includes key figures such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and
others, highlighting their individual religious views and public expressions of faith. This comprehensive

overview aims to clarify the complex relationship between religion and politics during the founding era.

Religious Beliefs of Prominent Founding Fathers

The Influence of Religion on the U.S. Constitution

Deism and Enlightenment Thought Among the Founders

Church and State: Separation and Religious Freedom

Legacy of Founding Fathers’ Religious Views in Modern America

Religious Beliefs of Prominent Founding Fathers

The religious views among the founding fathers were diverse, reflecting a spectrum of beliefs from
traditional Christianity to more secular philosophies such as Deism. Each founder’s faith influenced their

worldview and political philosophy, shaping the emerging nation’s identity.

George Washington’s Faith

George Washington, often regarded as a devout Christian, attended Anglican services regularly and
frequently invoked Providence in his writings and speeches. While his personal religious practices were
private, Washington’s public references to God reflected a general theistic belief consistent with Christian

values of morality and virtue.



Thomas Jefferson’s Religious Philosophy

Thomas Jefferson is well known for his unorthodox religious views, often described as Deist. He famously
created the Jefferson Bible, which excluded miracles and supernatural aspects of Jesus’ life, focusing instead
on his moral teachings. Jefferson advocated for religious freedom and was a strong proponent of the

separation of church and state.

John Adams and Puritanical Roots

John Adams was raised in a Puritan household and maintained a belief in God’s providence throughout his
life. His writings show a firm belief in Christian ethics, though he supported religious pluralism and

opposed any state-established religion. Adams saw religion as essential for morality and social order.

Benjamin Franklin’s Pragmatic Belief System

Benjamin Franklin embraced Deism and Enlightenment rationalism. He believed in a Creator but was
skeptical of organized religion’s dogma. Franklin emphasized virtue, reason, and practical morality over

doctrinal orthodoxy, often expressing hope in God’s benevolence and the possibility of human progress.

Other Founders’ Religious Perspectives

Many other founding fathers, including James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and Patrick Henry, had
varied religious affiliations, from Anglicanism to Presbyterianism. Their personal faiths influenced debates

over religious liberty and the role of religion in government.

The Influence of Religion on the U.S. Constitution

Religious beliefs among the founding fathers significantly impacted the framing of the U.S. Constitution,

particularly in terms of religious freedom and the prohibition of religious tests for public office.

Religious Freedom as a Foundational Principle

The Constitution’s First Amendment guarantees freedom of religion, reflecting the founders’ commitment
to protecting individual conscience from government interference. This principle arose from their

experiences with religious persecution under British rule and in colonial governments.



No Religious Test Clause

Article VI of the Constitution explicitly states that “no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.” This clause underscores the founders’

intent to prevent religious discrimination in federal office, promoting inclusivity regardless of faith.

References to Religion in Founding Documents

While the Constitution is largely secular, other founding documents, including the Declaration of
Independence, contain references to a Creator and natural rights endowed by God. These references

indicate the founders’ belief in a higher moral law without endorsing a specific religion.

Deism and Enlightenment Thought Among the Founders

Deism and Enlightenment philosophy deeply influenced many founding fathers, shaping their approach to
religion and governance. These intellectual currents emphasized reason, natural law, and skepticism of

traditional religious authority.

Core Tenets of Deism

Deists believed in a Creator who set the universe in motion but did not intervene supernaturally. They
rejected miracles and divine revelation, focusing instead on morality derived from reason and observation

of the natural world.

Enlightenment Impact on Religious Views

The Enlightenment encouraged critical thinking, scientific inquiry, and religious tolerance. Founders
influenced by this movement sought to establish a government based on rational principles rather than

religious dogma, fostering a pluralistic society.

Examples of Deist Influence

e Thomas Jefferson’s skepticism of orthodox Christianity
¢ Benjamin Franklin’s emphasis on practical morality

e James Madison’s advocacy for religious liberty and separation of church and state



Church and State: Separation and Religious Freedom

The founding fathers’ religious views contributed to the principle of separating church and state, a
cornerstone of American political philosophy designed to protect both religion and government from undue

influence by the other.

Motivations for Separation

Many founders sought to avoid the religious conflicts and persecutions experienced in Europe by ensuring

that no single religious denomination could dominate the government or impose its beliefs on citizens.

Implementation in Policy

The Establishment Clause and Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment embody the founders’
commitment to religious freedom. These provisions prevent government endorsement of religion while

protecting individuals’ rights to practice their faith.

Ongoing Debates and Interpretations

The interpretation of church-state separation continues to evolve, with debates over prayer in public
schools, government funding of religious organizations, and other issues reflecting the founders’ complex

religious legacy.

Legacy of Founding Fathers’ Religious Views in Modern
America

The religious views of the founding fathers continue to influence American society, law, and politics. Their

emphasis on religious freedom and pluralism remains central to the nation’s identity.

Religious Freedom as a National Value

Religious liberty is enshrined in American law and culture, reflecting the founders’ belief in protecting

individual conscience and diversity of belief as essential to democracy.



Influence on Contemporary Political Discourse

Founding fathers’ religious views are often cited in debates over the role of religion in public life,

including issues like faith-based initiatives, religious symbols in government spaces, and moral legislation.

Educational and Cultural Impact

The study of the founding fathers’ religious beliefs informs educational curricula and public understanding
of American history, highlighting the nuanced relationship between faith and governance at the nation’s

inception.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the general religious views of the Founding Fathers?

The Founding Fathers held diverse religious views, ranging from traditional Christianity to Deism. Many

valued religion's moral guidance but supported religious freedom and the separation of church and state.

Did the Founding Fathers support the separation of church and state?

Yes, many Founding Fathers, including Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, strongly supported the

separation of church and state to ensure religious freedom and prevent government-established religion.

Were the Founding Fathers predominantly Christian?

While most Founding Fathers were raised in Christian traditions, their personal beliefs varied widely.
Some identified as Christians, while others were Deists who believed in a Creator but rejected organized

religion's dogma.

How did Thomas Jefferson view religion?

Thomas Jefferson was a Deist who believed in reason and morality over organized religion. He famously

created the 'Jefferson Bible," which excluded miracles and focused on Jesus' ethical teachings.

Did George Washington express his religious beliefs publicly?

George Washington often referenced Providence and God in his writings and speeches, reflecting a
general Christian belief, but he was private about his personal religious convictions and supported religious

tolerance.



What role did religion play in the drafting of the U.S. Constitution?

The U.S. Constitution is secular and does not establish any religion. The Founding Fathers intentionally
excluded religious tests for office and included the First Amendment, which guarantees freedom of

religion.

Were any Founding Fathers openly critical of organized religion?

Yes, some Founding Fathers, like Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin, expressed skepticism about

organized religion and promoted reason and ethics over traditional religious doctrines.

How did James Madison contribute to religious freedom?

James Madison championed religious liberty, authoring the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and
advocating for the First Amendment, which protects freedom of religion and prohibits government

establishment of religion.

Additional Resources

1. Faith and the Founders: The Religious Beliefs That Shaped America

This book explores the diverse religious beliefs held by the Founding Fathers and how these convictions
influenced the founding principles of the United States. It offers an insightful examination of personal
correspondences, speeches, and writings to reveal the complex relationship between religion and politics in
early America. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of how faith shaped the nation's founding

documents.

2. God and the Founders: Religion and the American Revolution

Delving into the role of religion during the American Revolution, this book highlights how religious ideas
motivated and inspired the Founders. It examines sermons, pamphlets, and political discourse to show how
faith intertwined with the quest for independence. The author provides a balanced perspective on the

influence of religion without overstating its dominance.

3. The Religious Views of America's Founding Fathers

A comprehensive study of the personal faith and theological perspectives of key figures like George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. This book challenges common myths and presents
a factual account based on letters, diaries, and public statements. It is an essential resource for understanding

the spiritual lives of those who crafted the nation.

4. Religion and the Constitution: The Founding Fathers on Church and State
Focusing on the constitutional debates, this book analyzes how the Founders’ religious beliefs shaped the
First Amendment and the principle of separation of church and state. It discusses the intentions behind

religious freedom clauses and the challenges faced in balancing faith and governance. The work sheds light



on ongoing debates about religion in public life.

5. The Faith of Our Founders: From Puritanism to Deism
This title traces the evolution of religious thought among the Founding Fathers, from traditional Christian
doctrines to Enlightenment-influenced Deism. It explores how their varied beliefs influenced their vision

for America’s future. The book also reflects on the broader religious landscape of colonial America.

6. Thomas Jefferson and the Bible: The Founding Father's Religious Philosophy

Examining Jefferson's complex relationship with Christianity and his creation of the Jefferson Bible, this
book offers insight into his unique approach to religion. It discusses his advocacy for religious freedom and
skepticism of organized religion. Readers gain an understanding of Jefferson’s impact on American religious

thought.

7. George Washington's Spiritual Life: Faith, Leadership, and Legacy

This biography delves into George Washington’s personal faith and how it influenced his leadership during
the Revolutionary War and presidency. It highlights his church attendance, prayers, and moral convictions
as integral to his character. The book portrays Washington as a man of deep, if sometimes private, religious

commitment.

8. Benjamin Franklin: A Life of Faith and Reason
Exploring Franklin's pragmatic approach to religion, this book discusses his belief in a Creator alongside his
commitment to Enlightenment rationalism. It covers his moral philosophy, civic religion, and efforts to

promote religious tolerance. The narrative reveals the balance Franklin struck between faith and reason.

9. Faith in the Founding Era: Religion and Politics in Revolutionary America

This work examines the broader context of religious influence on political thought during the founding
era. It discusses how churches, clergy, and religious movements shaped public opinion and policy. The book
provides a comprehensive overview of the interplay between faith and the formation of the American

republic.
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2003
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nation. But how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and
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illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers. He begins with an informative
account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each
colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.
Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in our
national history. He finds that some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick
Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most
influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different stripe.
Respectful of Christianity, they admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that religion could play a
beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny the divinity of Christ, and a few seem to have been
agnostic about the very existence of God. Although the founding fathers were religious men, Holmes
shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by
examining the role of religion in the lives of the presidents since World War II and by reflecting on
the evangelical resurgence that helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a
neglected aspect of our history, the book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone
concerned about the role of religion in American culture.

founding fathers religious views: "In God We Trust" Norman Cousins, 1958

founding fathers religious views: In God We Trust the Religious Beliefs and Ideas of the
American Founding Fathers Norman Cousins, 2015-08-08 This work has been selected by scholars
as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works
have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

founding fathers religious views: The Faiths of Our Fathers Alf Johnson Mapp (Jr.),
2005-07-07 In this book, the author cuts through historical uncertainty to accurately portray the
religious beliefs of 11 of America's founding fathers. (Motivation)

founding fathers religious views: The Founding Fathers and the Debate over Religion in
Revolutionary America Matthew Harris, Thomas Kidd, 2011-11-11 Whether America was founded
as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in
American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative examination of
the essential documents needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this volume -
writings and speeches from both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show that
religion played a prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution.

founding fathers religious views: Our Christian Founding Fathers William Beckman,
2015-06-26 The American public has been told what recent historians wanted them to believe: the
United States is not a Christian nation. This is true in only one respect. You dont have to be a
Christian following a specific denomination to be an American citizen. However, the ideological
foundation this country is based on Christian principles, developed by Christian Founding Fathers.
Modern historians have distorted these facts. To correct these distortions, the biographies of the
Founding Fathers, their actual statements and Christian beliefs, are presented in this work. The
catalyst for the birth of our nation was the moment when Benjamin Franklin, incorrectly considered
a Deist by many, suggested that the quarrelsome Continental Convention recognize how the Creator
had listened to and answered their prayers in the past. He suggested daily prayer be instituted,



asking henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of heaven, and its blessings on our
deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning The quarreling continued, but the emphasis
became how to successfully unite the newly independent colonies. The colonies united under
Christian principles; however, over the years those principles and their original intent have been
diluted. Recognizing the condition of the world today, isnt it a good time to renew those principles?
founding fathers religious views: The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders Gregg L.
Frazer, 2014-08-15 Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and secularists
have taken each position respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall separating
church and state should be. Now Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first
comprehensive analysis of the Founders' beliefs as they themselves expressed them-showing that
today's political right and left are both wrong. Going beyond church attendance or public
pronouncements made for political ends, Frazer scrutinizes the Founders' candid declarations
regarding religion found in their private writings. Distilling decades of research, he contends that
these men were neither Christian nor deist but rather adherents of a system he labels theistic
rationalism, a hybrid belief system that combined elements of natural religion, Protestantism, and
reason-with reason the decisive element. Frazer explains how this theological middle ground
developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they were reflected in the thought of eight Founders:
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James
Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He argues convincingly that
Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism; that presumed deists
Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the famously taciturn
Washington adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held genuinely religious
beliefs that aligned with morality, republican government, natural rights, science, and progress.
Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for revolutionary recruitment,
the religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the religious elements-and lack
thereof-in the Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen, backing their theology of
theistic rationalism with reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published liberal democratic theory
to justify rebellion. Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought, Frazer succeeds in
showing that the American experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor an attempt to
create a Christian nation founded on biblical principles. By showcasing the actual approach taken by
these key Founders, he suggests a viable solution to the twenty-first-century standoff over the
relationship between church and state-and challenges partisans on both sides to articulate their
visions for America on their own merits without holding the Founders hostage to positions they
never held.
founding fathers religious views: Faith and the Founders of the American Republic
Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, 2014-05 Thirteen essays written by leading scholars explore
the impact of a rich variety of religious traditions on the political thought of America's founders.
founding fathers religious views: Faith and Freedom Robert D. Gingrich, 2012-09-01 So, what
did America’s founders really believe about God, the Bible, and Christianity? Find out in Faith and
Freedom—The Founding Fathers in Their Own Words. This brand-new survey of the founders’
beliefs provides easy-to-read biographical and historical details along with relevant quotations from
the speeches and writings of Patrick Henry, John Adams, George Washington, James Madison, Noah
Webster, Benjamin Franklin, and a half-dozen others. Often portrayed as either hostile to faith or
unbelieving in a personal God, the Founding Fathers of Faith and Freedom just might surprise you!
founding fathers religious views: Founding Faith Steven Waldman, 2008-03-11 The culture
wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many activists on
the right maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on the left
contend that the Founders were secular or Deist and that the First Amendment was designed to
boldly separate church and state throughout the land. None of these claims are true, argues
Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the
real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary




formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone. This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier
settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian paradise, and concludes with the
presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, during which the men who had devised
lofty principles regarding the proper relationship between church and state struggled to practice
what they’d preached. We see how religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary War, and how
the surprising alliance between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and
evangelical Christians resulted in separation of church and state. As the drama unfolds, Founding
Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin melded the
morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based Enlightenment philosophy of his
adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion-hatred of the Church of England and Roman
Catholics-stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy. George Washington came
to view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to
“rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison-the tactical leader of the
battle for religious freedom-who crafted an integrated vision of how to prevent tyranny while
encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role
of religion in America continues today. Waldman provocatively argues that neither side in the
culture war has accurately depicted the true origins of the First Amendment. He sets the record
straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and
inspiring. An interactive library of the key writings by the Founding Father, on separation of church
and state, personal faith, and religious liberty can be found at www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.

founding fathers religious views: The Founders and the Bible Carl J. Richard, 2016-03-25 The
religious beliefs of America’s founding fathers have been a popular and contentious subject for
recent generations of American readers. In The Founders and the Bible, historian Carl J. Richard
carefully examines the framers’ relationship with the Bible to assess the conflicting claims of those
who argue that they were Christians founding a Christian nation against those who see them as
Deists or modern secularists. Richard argues that it is impossible to understand the Founders
without understanding the Biblically infused society that produced them. They were steeped in a
biblical culture that pervaded their schools, homes, churches, and society. To show the fundamental
role of religious beliefs during the Founding and early years of the republic, Richard carefully
reconstructs the beliefs of 30 Founders; their lifelong engagements with Scripture; their
biblically-infused political rhetoric; their powerful beliefs in a divine Providence that protected them
and guided the young nation; their beliefs in the superiority of Christian ethics and in the necessity
of religion to republican government; their beliefs in spiritual equality, free will, and the afterlife;
their religious differences; the influence of their biblical conception of human nature on their
formulation of state and federal constitutions; and their use of biblical precedent to advance
religious freedom.

founding fathers religious views: The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in
America Frank Lambert, 2010-07-28 How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly
religious aspirations, come to be the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of
church and state was reflected in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened,
offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas
Jefferson's controversial presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined
the place of religion in early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old
World ideas and dreams of building a City upon a Hill, and the Founding Fathers, who determined
the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the one
true faith, the latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates this shift in
the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of
religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate




colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left
the religious arena free of government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all.
Religious people and groups were also free to seek political influence, ensuring that religion's place
in America would always be a contested one, but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and
highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom came to
be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.

founding fathers religious views: Freedom of Religion by Individual Choice Sarah
Carpenter-Vascik, 2025-04-02 Synopsis: Lately, we hear more and more about how our Founding
Fathers were all Christian, God-fearing men and America is a Christian Country. Conservative
Ministers across the nation proclaim this in sermons and conservative politicians proclaim it at
rallies and political events, but is our country really Christian? Was it intended to be? Did the men
who founded America and drafted the Constitution and the Bill of Rights really set out to create a
nation by and for Christians, or was our Fledgling country meant for people of all faiths and beliefs
equally? This book attempts to answer these questions by examining the history and events that
surrounded the Founding Fathers, and how this affected them. Only by hearing their own words can
we really know what they envisioned as they expressed their ideas and opinions about the impact of
religion when it's interwoven in politics and government. This work makes extensive use of letters
and documents written by the Founding Fathers to reveal their personally expressed ideas and
feelings about religion, ideas and feelings that may surprise you. Autobiography: Reverend Sarah
Carpenter was ordained in 1996 with a Bachelor's Degree in Religion and Philosophy, received a
Master's Degree in Biblical Studies in 2000 and was awarded a Doctorate in New Testament
Theology in 2006. She was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity for her advocacy work in 2017.
She retired in 2012 and is living in Pennsylvania.

founding fathers religious views: Founding Faith Steven Waldman, 2009-03-10 The culture
wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many activists on
the right maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on the left
contend that the First Amendment was designed to boldly separate church and state. Neither of
these claims is true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing
objectivity, Waldman narrates the real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to
religious liberty. Founding Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders.
Benjamin Franklin melded the Puritan theology of his youth and the Enlightenment philosophy of his
adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his
political strategy. George Washington came to view religious tolerance as a military necessity.
Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it
was James Madison who crafted an integrated vision of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging
religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in
America continues today. Waldman at last sets the record straight, revealing the real history of
religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring.

founding fathers religious views: Founding Fathers: Atheists? Deists? Are You Sure? Ray
Strobo, 2017-08-31 Whats this book about? It's about TRUTH. According to the Internet and the
media, the Founding Fathers were deists and atheists. That is NOT TRUE. The Historical Record is
clear: The Signers of the Declaration of Independence, an exemplar of the Founding Fathers, were,
for the most part, men of religious faith. The reader is directed to hundreds of historical references,
many accessible online, which tell us the TRUTH that none of the Signers of the Declaration were
publicly professing atheists and only a handful of them were ever publicly categorized as deists in
their day. (And most of those characterizations were NOT TRUE.) The author spent years
researching this subject and gathering data about the Signers from biographies, wills, magazine
articles, newspaper articles, personal correspondence, speeches, legislation, first-hand testimonials,
obituaries, eulogies, tombstone engravings, and character studies. The overall conclusion from these
sources is inescapable: Religion played a significant role in the private and public lives of most of



these patriots. (The religion of their day in the British North American colonies was Christianity.)
Meet these Signers for yourself, all 56 of them. See them as real people, ordinary men in many
cases, called on to do extraordinary things in the face of overwhelming odds. Hear them give credit
to the interposition of God as they overcame those odds. See TRUTH through their eyes and through
the eyes of people who knew them or researched them.

founding fathers religious views: Our Christian Founding Fathers: . . . This Is a Christian
Nation. William Beckman, 2015-06-25 The American public has been told what recent historians
wanted them to believe: the United States is not a Christian nation. This is true in only one respect.
You don't have to be a Christian following a specific denomination to be an American citizen.
However, the ideological foundation this country is based on Christian principles, developed by
Christian Founding Fathers. Modern historians have distorted these facts. To correct these
distortions, the biographies of the Founding Fathers, their actual statements and Christian beliefs,
are presented in this work. The catalyst for the birth of our nation was the moment when Benjamin
Franklin, incorrectly considered a Deist by many, suggested that the quarrelsome Continental
Convention recognize how the Creator had listened to and answered their prayers in the past. He
suggested daily prayer be instituted, asking ... henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of
heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning ... The
quarreling continued, but the emphasis became how to successfully unite the newly independent
colonies. The colonies united under Christian principles; however, over the years those principles
and their original intent have been diluted. Recognizing the condition of the world today, isn't it a
good time to renew those principles?

founding fathers religious views: Religious Views of the Founding Fathers Rebecca Anne
Dunn, 2009

founding fathers religious views: Religion and World Civilizations Andrew Holt,
2023-06-30 An indispensable resource for readers investigating how religion has influenced societies
and cultures, this three-volume encyclopedia assesses and synthesizes the many ways in which
religious faith has shaped societies from the ancient world to today. Each volume of the set focuses
on a different era of world history, ranging through the ancient, medieval, and modern worlds. Every
volume is filled with essays that focus on religious themes from different geographical regions. For
example, volume one includes essays considering religion in ancient Rome, while volume three
features essays focused on religion in modern Africa. This accessible layout makes it easy for
readers to learn more about the ways that religion and society have intersected over the centuries,
as well as specific religious trends, events, and milestones in a particular era and place in world
history. Taken as a a whole, this ambitious and wide-ranging work gathers more than 500 essays
from more than 150 scholars who share their expertise and knowledge about religious faiths, tenets,
people, places, and events that have influenced the development of civilization over the course of
recorded human history.

founding fathers religious views: Analysis of Creationism in the United States from Scopes
(1925) to Kitzmiller (2005) and its Effect on the Nation’s Science Education System Elizabeth Watts,
2018 Creationism is based on a fundamental belief in the inerrancy of the bible and negatively
affects science education because creationist proponents insist on the inclusion of supernatural
explanations for the appearance of species, in particular the origin of humans. This detrimental
effect on education is particularly relevant in the United States, where almost 70% of the population
rejects the idea of naturalistic evolution and the majority of American students struggle to meet the
college-readiness benchmarks in science and math. This dissertation provides a comprehensive look
at the issue from historical, judicial and educational perspectives. Twenty-four legal cases in the
United States regarding anti-evolutionary strategies were analyzed in detail. Strategic trends were
identified ranging from the statewide banning of evolution in public schools to the required teaching
of Creation Science. The exact effect of creationist political activity was discerned through the
analysis of state science standards and textbook adoption processes, which illustrated the
creationists’ ability to lobby for a diminished coverage of evolution in science standards and



textbooks. It was found that despite attempts made by scientific and educational agencies to provide
guidelines such as the Next Generation Science Standards, the majority of American state science
standards continue to be sub-par and one of the major flaws of these standards is the overall attempt
to weaken the coverage of evolution throughout the standards. A similar loss of quality occurs in
textbooks since publishers engage in self-censorship in order to avoid controversial topics such as
evolution in order to prevent their books from being rejected. An examination of the free-choice
learning materials revealed that creationist proponents are very active and successful in producing
books, films and museums for the sole purpose of promoting creationism. Moreover, a brief look at
the creationist movement in Germany provided a powerful comparison to the United States and
elucidated the key components necessary for a creationist movement to exist and flourish, namely
the presence of fundamentalist willing to fight to get anti-evolutionary materials introduced into
science classrooms. This study provides new insights into the creationist phenomenon, present not
only in the United States but also increasingly present in European countries such as Germany.
Understanding the detrimental link between creationism and science education will help the science
community realize that this topic needs to be continually readdressed and that it is imperative that
these creationist trends are not dismissed as inconsequential.
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