fascism definition

fascism definition refers to a complex and historically significant political
ideology characterized by dictatorial power, extreme nationalism, and
suppression of opposition. This article explores the origins, core
principles, and variations of fascism, providing a comprehensive
understanding of what fascism entails. It addresses how fascism has
manifested in different countries and eras, highlighting its impact on
societies and governance structures. Additionally, the article examines
common misconceptions and the ways in which fascism contrasts with other
political ideologies such as democracy and communism. By analyzing the
defining features and historical context, readers will gain a nuanced
perspective on the term and its implications in contemporary discourse. The
discussion naturally leads to an outline of the main aspects covered in this
article.

e Origins and Historical Context of Fascism

e Core Principles and Characteristics of Fascism
e Fascism in Practice: Notable Examples

e Common Misconceptions about Fascism

e Fascism Compared to Other Political Ideologies

Origins and Historical Context of Fascism

The fascism definition is deeply rooted in early 20th-century Europe,
emerging post-World War I as a reaction to political instability and social
unrest. The term originally derives from the Italian word "fascio," meaning
bundle or group, symbolizing strength through unity. Fascism arose as a
nationalist and authoritarian movement, primarily in Italy under Benito
Mussolini, and later spread to other countries. This ideology sought to
restore national pride and order by rejecting liberal democracy and
communism, emphasizing a centralized, autocratic government. Understanding
the historical conditions that led to fascism's rise is essential for
grasping its fundamental nature and appeal during turbulent times.

Early Influences and Precursors

Before fascism became a formal ideology, various intellectual and political
currents influenced its development. Nationalism, militarism, and anti-
socialist sentiments were prominent in Europe during the late 19th and early



20th centuries. The trauma of World War I exacerbated economic hardship and
social divisions, creating fertile ground for radical political movements.

Fascism capitalized on widespread dissatisfaction by promoting a vision of

national rebirth and unity that promised to overcome perceived internal and
external threats.

The Rise of Mussolini and Italian Fascism

Benito Mussolini founded the first fascist movement in Italy in 1919,
emphasizing authoritarian control and aggressive nationalism. Mussolini's
regime implemented policies that suppressed political opposition, controlled
the media, and promoted state propaganda. The Italian model of fascism became
a prototype for similar regimes that followed, combining ultranationalism
with a corporatist economy to maintain social order and political dominance.

Core Principles and Characteristics of Fascism

Fascism is defined by a set of distinct principles and features that
differentiate it from other political ideologies. These characteristics
include authoritarianism, nationalism, the rejection of liberal democracy,
and the promotion of a unified national community. Fascist regimes often
emphasize the leadership of a single strong figure who embodies the nation’s
will. The ideology is also marked by the use of propaganda, censorship, and
militarization to maintain control and suppress dissent.

Authoritarianism and Dictatorship

A defining aspect of fascism is the establishment of a centralized authority
that wields unchecked power. Democratic institutions are dismantled or
severely weakened, and political opposition is outlawed or violently
suppressed. This authoritarian rule is justified by the supposed need to
preserve national unity and security.

Extreme Nationalism and Identity

Fascism promotes an intense form of nationalism that often involves the
glorification of the nation’s history, culture, and ethnic identity. This can
lead to xenophobia, racial superiority theories, and aggressive foreign
policies. National unity is prioritized above individual rights or pluralism.

Anti-Communism and Anti-Liberalism

Fascists vehemently oppose both communism and liberal democracy, viewing them
as threats to social order and national strength. They reject class-based



politics and instead promote a national community that transcends class
divisions.

Corporatism and Economic Control

Economic policy under fascism often involves corporatism, a system where
industries and labor groups are organized into state-controlled entities.
This arrangement aims to suppress class conflict and coordinate economic
activity to serve national interests.

Use of Propaganda and Mass Mobilization

Fascist regimes rely heavily on propaganda to manipulate public opinion and
foster loyalty. Mass rallies, symbols, and controlled media play crucial
roles in maintaining the regime’s image and suppressing dissent.

Fascism in Practice: Notable Examples

The fascism definition can be illustrated through various historical regimes
that embodied its principles. The most prominent examples include Mussolini’s
Italy, Adolf Hitler's Nazi Germany, and other fascist movements worldwide.
These regimes implemented fascist ideology with varying degrees of severity
and distinct national characteristics.

Italy under Mussolini

Mussolini’s Italy established the first fascist state, emphasizing
nationalist revival, militarization, and state control. The regime curtailed
civil liberties, censored the press, and pursued aggressive foreign policies,
including colonial expansion.

Nazi Germany

Adolf Hitler adapted fascism into National Socialism, combining extreme
nationalism with racial ideology. Nazi Germany is infamous for its
totalitarian control, genocide, and aggressive militarism that led to World
War II and the Holocaust.

Other Fascist Movements

Fascist ideology also influenced regimes and movements in Spain under Franco,
Portugal under Salazar, and various other countries. While differing in
specific policies, these regimes shared core fascist traits such as



authoritarianism, nationalism, and suppression of opposition.

Common Misconceptions about Fascism

Despite its clear historical definition, fascism is often misunderstood or
misused in political discourse. Clarifying these misconceptions is essential
to maintain accurate understanding and prevent dilution of the term.

Fascism Is Not Simply Authoritarianism

While fascism involves authoritarian rule, not all authoritarian regimes are
fascist. Fascism specifically includes extreme nationalism and ideological
components that differentiate it from other forms of dictatorship.

Fascism Is Distinct from Conservatism

Although some conservative elements may support nationalist policies, fascism
goes beyond conservatism by advocating revolutionary change and total control
over society.

Fascism Is More Than Just Hate or Racism

Although many fascist regimes promoted racist ideologies, fascism’s core is
about power, unity, and control rather than solely racial hatred. Racism is
often a tool rather than the essence of fascism.

Fascism Compared to Other Political Ideologies

Understanding fascism definition requires comparing it with other political
systems to highlight its unique features and ideological stance.

Fascism vs. Democracy

Democracy emphasizes individual rights, free elections, and pluralism,
whereas fascism rejects these principles in favor of centralized control and
national unity. Fascism opposes political dissent and democratic
participation.

Fascism vs. Communism

Both ideologies are totalitarian but differ fundamentally. Communism focuses



on class struggle and collective ownership, while fascism emphasizes national
unity and hierarchy, rejecting class conflict as divisive.

Fascism vs. Liberalism

Liberalism values individual freedoms, equality, and limited government,
which fascism opposes. Fascism prioritizes the state and collective national
identity over personal liberties.

Key Differences Summarized

Fascism: Authoritarian, nationalist, anti-democratic, corporatist
economy

Democracy: Free elections, individual rights, pluralism

Communism: Classless society, collective ownership, internationalism

Liberalism: Individual freedoms, equality before law, limited state
power

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic definition of fascism?

Fascism is a far-right, authoritarian political ideology characterized by
dictatorial power, forcible suppression of opposition, strong regimentation
of society and the economy, and often a policy of belligerent nationalism and
racism.

How did fascism originate?

Fascism originated in early 20th century Europe, particularly in Italy after
World War I, as a reaction against liberal democracy, socialism, and
communism, promoting a centralized autocratic government led by a dictatorial
leader.

What are the key features of fascism?

Key features of fascism include authoritarian leadership, nationalism,
suppression of political opposition, control over the media, militarism, and
the promotion of unity through a single-party state.



How does fascism differ from other forms of
authoritarianism?

Fascism differs by its intense nationalism, glorification of the state or
race, militarism, and the use of propaganda to mobilize the masses, whereas
other authoritarian regimes may not emphasize these elements as strongly.

Is fascism the same as totalitarianism?

Fascism is a type of totalitarianism, but not all totalitarian regimes are
fascist. Totalitarianism refers broadly to centralized control over all
aspects of life, while fascism specifically includes extreme nationalism and
authoritarian leadership.

What role does nationalism play in fascism?

Nationalism is central to fascism; it promotes the idea of national rebirth,
superiority, and unity, often at the expense of minority groups and political
opponents.

Can fascism exist without racism?

While racism and xenophobia are common in many fascist regimes, fascism
primarily revolves around authoritarian control and nationalism; however,
historically, racism has often been a significant component.

How is fascism viewed in modern political discourse?

In modern discourse, fascism is often used as a pejorative term to criticize
authoritarian or extreme right-wing policies, though scholars stress the
importance of accurate definitions to avoid misuse.

What historical examples illustrate fascism?

Historical examples of fascism include Benito Mussolini's Italy, Adolf
Hitler's Nazi Germany, and Francisco Franco's Spain, all of which exhibited
authoritarian rule, nationalism, and suppression of opposition.

Additional Resources

1. Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright

This book offers an insightful analysis of the rise of fascism in the 20th
century and its implications for the modern world. Drawing from her
experience as a former U.S. Secretary of State, Albright warns about the
dangers of authoritarianism and the erosion of democratic institutions. The
book emphasizes the importance of vigilance and active resistance to fascist
ideologies.



2. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert 0. Paxton

Paxton explores the social and political conditions that give rise to fascist
movements. He provides a detailed examination of how fascism operates as a
political phenomenon, focusing on its development in Italy, Germany, and
other countries. The book is a critical resource for understanding the
mechanisms behind fascist regimes.

3. Fascism: What It Is and How to Fight It by Leon Trotsky

Written by a prominent Marxist thinker, this pamphlet dissects fascism as a
reactionary force against socialism and democracy. Trotsky explains the
economic and social roots of fascism and advocates for united working-class
opposition. The text remains influential in leftist critiques of fascism.

4. Fascism: A Very Short Introduction by Kevin Passmore

This concise introduction outlines the key features, history, and variations
of fascist movements worldwide. Passmore traces the ideological origins and
political strategies that define fascism, making it accessible for general
readers. The book also addresses the legacy and resurgence of fascist ideas
in contemporary politics.

5. 0On Fascism by Umberto Eco

In this brief but profound essay, Eco identifies the characteristics of what
he calls "Ur-Fascism," or eternal fascism. He argues that fascism is a
flexible and adaptive ideology that can manifest in various forms across
different contexts. The work is a valuable tool for recognizing fascist
tendencies in modern societies.

6. The Origins of Fascism by Zeev Sternhell

Sternhell investigates the intellectual and cultural roots of fascism in
early 20th century Europe. He challenges the conventional wisdom that fascism
was merely a reaction to economic crises, highlighting the role of
nationalist and revolutionary ideas. The book is a foundational text in
fascism studies.

7. Fascism and Dictatorship: The Third International and the Problem of
Fascism by Vladimir Iu. Cherniaev

This scholarly work examines the relationship between fascism and communist
movements during the interwar period. Cherniaev analyzes the strategies and
ideologies of the Third International in confronting fascist regimes. The
book provides a nuanced understanding of the political dynamics of the era.

8. How Fascism Works: The Politics of Us and Them by Jason Stanley

Stanley explores the tactics fascist leaders use to manipulate society,
including propaganda, scapegoating, and attacks on truth. He connects
historical fascism to contemporary political developments, illustrating how
these methods continue to undermine democracy. The book serves as a guide to
recognizing and resisting fascist politics.

9. Fascism: Comparison and Definition by Stanley G. Payne
Payne offers a comprehensive comparative analysis of fascist movements,
defining the core elements that distinguish fascism from other authoritarian



regimes. He examines case studies from Italy, Germany, Spain, and beyond to
elucidate common patterns. The book is essential for scholars seeking a clear
and systematic definition of fascism.
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fascism definition: Fascism, Comparison and Definition Stanley G. Payne, 1980 An
impressive review of reputed fascist movements, at once setting them apart from other authoritarian
nationalist organizations and bringing them together within a qualified generic category. Running
throughout the volume, and valuable to readers at every level, is a careful critique of the major
debates that divide scholars on this most unintelligible 'ism' of them all. [The author] precisely
defines issues, cites the best literature in the major European languages, and offers with moderation
and intelligence his own conclusions on the question--Gilbert Allardyce, 'American Historical Review'

fascism definition: Fascists Michael Mann, 2004-05-24 Fascists presents a theory of fascism
based on intensive analysis of the men and women who became fascists. It covers the six European
countries in which fascism became most dominant - Italy, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania and
Spain. It is a comprehensive analysis of who fascists actually were, what beliefs they held and what
actions they committed. The book suggests that fascism was essentially a product of post World War
I conditions in Europe and is unlikely to re-appear in its classic garb in the future. Nonetheless,
elements of its ideology remain relevant to modern conditions and are now re-appearing, though
mainly in different parts of the world.

fascism definition: Fascism Walter Laqueur, 1997-12-11 Mussolini's march on Rome; Hitler's
speeches before waves of goose-stepping storm troopers; the horrors of the Holocaust; burning
crosses and neo-Nazi skinhead hooligans. Few words are as evocative, and even fewer ideologies as
pernicious, as fascism. And yet, the world continues to witness the success of political parties in
countries such as Italy, France, Austria, Russia, and elsewhere resembling in various ways historical
fascism. Why, despite its past, are people still attracted to fascism? Will it ever again be a major
political force in the world? Where in the world is it most likely to erupt next? In Fascism: Past,
Present, and Future, renowned historian Walter Laqueur illuminates the fascist phenomenon, from
the emergence of Hitler and Mussolini, to Vladimir Zhirinovsky and his cohorts, to fascism's not so
distant future. Laqueur describes how fascism's early achievements--the rise of Germany and Italy as
leading powers in Europe, a reputation for being concerned about the fate of common people, the
creation of more leisure for workers--won many converts. But what successes early fascist parties
can claim, Laqueur points out, are certainly overwhelmed by its disasters: Hitler may have built the
Autobahnen, but he also launched the war that destroyed them. Nevertheless, despite the Axis
defeat, fascism was not forgotten: Laqueur tellingly uncovers contemporary adaptations of fascist
tactics and strategies in the French ultra-nationalist Le Pen, the rise of skinheads and right-wing
extremism, and Holocaust denial. He shows how single issues--such as immigrants and, more
remarkably, the environment--have proven fruitful rallying points for neo-fascist protest movements.
But he also reveals that European fascism has failed to attract broad and sustained support. Indeed,
while skinhead bands like the Klansman and magazines such as Zyklon B grab headlines, fascism
bereft of military force and war is at most fascism on the defense, promising to save Europe from an
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invasion of foreigners without offering a concrete future. Laqueur warns, however, that an increase
in clerical fascism--such as the confluence of fascism and radical, Islamic fundamentalism--may come
to dominate in parts of the Middle East and North Africa. The reason has little to do with religion:
Underneath the 'Holy Rage' is frustration and old-fashioned class struggle. Fascism was always a
movement of protest and discontent, and there is in the contemporary world a great reservoir of
protest. Among the likely candidates, Laqueur singles out certain parts of Eastern Europe and the
Third World. In carefully plotting fascism's past, present, and future, Walter Laqueur offers a
riveting, if sometimes disturbing, account of one of the twentieth century's most baneful political
ideas, in a book that is both a masterly survey of the roots, the ideas, and the practices of fascism
and an assessment of its prospects in the contemporary world.

fascism definition: The Path to Tyranny Michael Newton, 2010-05-17 Examines how many free
societies have fallen to tyranny and looks at the possibility that the United States could be next.

fascism definition: The Extreme Right Aurel Braun, 2018-02-12 This book, offering a
historical-sociological account of right-wing extremist movements in American history, seeks to
identify threats to freedom and security, assess the responses to such threats, and suggest some
means of dealing with the potential dangers.

fascism definition: American Fascism and the New Deal Nelson A. Pichardo Almanzar, Brian
W. Kulik, 2013-08-28 American Fascism and the New Deal demonstrate how fascist ideas gained
popularity in the Associated Farmers of California during the 1930s and 40s. It shows that the
politics of the intervening decades created economic and political policies that planted the seeds for
these fascist ideas by forming alliances between the corporate-private realm and the state-public
realm. These same alliances made FDR and subsequent political figures rethink the direction they
wanted to take American democracy. Through a careful analysis of the Associated Farmers of
California, Nelson A. Pichardo Almanzar and Brian Kulik show how the AFC formed positions in
direct alliance with fascist ideas, but also why these ideas resonate with so many people even to this
day. The analysis presented in American Fascism and the New Deal will be of particular interest to
sociologists, especially social movement theorists; Chicana/o studies scholars; political scientists;
business ethicists; and historians.

fascism definition: Why Fascism Is on the Rise in France Ugo Palheta, 2025-08-26 Recent polls
have indicated for the first time that a far-right candidate could win the French presidential election
in 2027. Reactionary and racist ideologues increasingly sully the French media. Assaults by fascist
groups are on the rise as they grow in size and confidence. How did this happen in a country once so
proud of its revolutionary past? Writer and academic Ugo Palheta shows that the fascist threat is
rooted in the triple radicalization - neoliberal, authoritarian and racist - of the French ruling class.
Unable to win majority support for the self-interested policies represented by Emmanuel Macron,
this class has sought support by adopting more radical right-wing positions. Palheta argues for a
renaissance of anti-fascism to inspire resistance to the far right and the triple threat encouraging its
rise. Why Fascism Is on the Rise in France has repositioned the question of fascism to place it at the
centre of intellectual debate in France.

fascism definition: The Search for Neofascism A. James Gregor, 2006-03-27 Publisher
description

fascism definition: Anti-fascism in the Nordic Countries Kasper Braskén, Nigel Copsey,
Johan A. Lundin, 2019-01-10 Although the Nordic countries have a reputation for tolerance and
social democracy, they were not immune to fascism which spread across Europe in the 1920s and
1930s. This book offers the first comprehensive history of anti-fascism in the Nordic Countries.
Through a number of case studies on anti-fascism in Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark and
Iceland, the book makes a significant contribution to the history of contentious politics in the Nordic
Countries and to our broader knowledge of European fascism and anti-fascism. The case studies
concentrate on the different manifestations of resistance to fascism and Nazism in the interwar era
as well as some of the postwar variants. The book will be of considerable interest to scholars of
anti-fascism as well as researchers of Nordic and Scandinavian history and politics.



fascism definition: Anti-Fascism in a Global Perspective Kasper Braskén, Nigel Copsey, David ]
Featherstone, 2020-09-20 This book initiates a critical discussion on the varieties of global
anti-fascism and explores the cultural, political and practical articulations of anti-fascism around the
world. This volume brings together a group of leading scholars on the history of anti-fascism to
provide a comprehensive analysis of anti-fascism from a transnational and global perspective and to
reveal the abundance and complexity of anti-fascist ideas, movements and practices. Through a
number of interlinked case studies, they examine how different forms of global anti-fascisms were
embedded in various national and local contexts during the interwar period and investigate the
interrelations between local articulations and the global movement. Contributions also explore the
actions and impact of African, Asian, Latin American, Caribbean, and Middle Eastern anti-fascist
voices that have often been ignored or rendered peripheral in international histories of anti-fascism.
Aimed at a postgraduate student audience, this book will be useful for modules on the extreme right,
political history, political thought, political ideologies, political parties, social movements, political
regimes, global politics, world history and sociology. Chapters 5 and 10 of this book are freely
available as downloadable Open Access PDFs at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

fascism definition: Everyday Ecofascism Alexander Menrisky, 2025-05-06 A timely look into
how fascist ideas permeate contemporary culture well beyond the far right As challenges posed by
climate change have intensified in the twenty-first century, right-wing figures in the United States
and abroad have increasingly framed anti-immigrant, anti-Indigenous, and white-supremacist
sentiments in terms of environmental survival. Everyday Ecofascism explores the insidious nature of
this tendency, revealing how permutations of these perspectives in fact resonate across the political
spectrum. Drawing on comparative studies of fascism writ large, Alexander Menrisky demonstrates
that ecofascism is best understood not as a uniquely right-wing ideology but as a political genre that
reinforces white supremacy and other forms of domination. Presenting a view of fascism as a
complex power network that plays out on scales both large and small, Menrisky shows how
extremist sentiments have crept into everyday language, stories, and ideas. Through a literary and
cultural studies lens, he illuminates ecofascism’s narrative patterns and their easy permeation of
environmentalist discourses, from back-to-the-land movements to the resurgence of psychedelic
drugs, food localism, and pandemic politics. Opposite his analysis of ecofascism in action, Menrisky
sheds important light on narrative resistances to dominant conceptions of race, nation, and territory
by Native, queer, and women-of-color writers who have countered ethnonationalism for generations.
Bridging past and present, Menrisky powerfully nails down the emergent concept of ecofascism and
forms a basis for understanding phenomena like Covid-19, ecological utopianism, and psychedelic
environmentalism that detangles ecofascist tendencies from justice-oriented visions of place-based
belonging. Retail e-book files for this title are screen-reader friendly.

fascism definition: Fascist Italy at War James J. Sadkovich, 2025-03-27 Rather than a
chronological account, this history contains discussions of topics ranging from economics and
diplomacy to industrial capacity and armored doctrine. The author challenges claims that Italians
were militarily incompetent by examining the influence of demography, natural resources, industrial
capacity, and Italy’s allies on its war efforts during both world wars. He also challenges assertions
that ideology determined the choice of allies and formulation of military doctrine, and arguments
that Italy’s war effort was negligible in world wars. Based on primary and secondary sources, this
revisionist history contains seventy-four tables and arguments rarely found in the literature in
English.

fascism definition: The Rise of the Radical Right in the Global South Rosana
Pinheiro-Machado, Tatiana Vargas-Maia, 2023-05-31 The Rise of the Radical Right in the Global
South is the first academic study—adopting an interdisciplinary and international perspective—to
offer a comprehensive and groundbreaking framework for understanding the emergence and
consolidation of different radical-right movements in Global South countries in the twenty-first
century. From deforestation and the anti-vaccine movement in Bolsonaro’s Brazil to the massacre of




religious minorities in Modi’s India, the rise of the radical right in the Global South is in the news
every day. Not long ago, some of these countries were globally celebrated as emerging economies
that consolidated vibrant democracies. Nonetheless, they never overcame structural problems
including economic inequality, social violence, cultural conservatism, and political authoritarianism.
Featuring case studies from Brazil, India, the Philippines, and South Africa, and more generally from
Africa and Latin America, this book analyses future scenarios and current alternatives to this
political movement to the radical right. It proposes a shift of focus in examining such a trend,
adopting a view from the Global South; conventional theoretical tools developed around the
experience in Global North countries are not enough. The authors show that the radical right in the
Global South should be analysed through specific lenses, considering national historical patterns of
political and economic development and instability. They also warn that researching these countries
may differ from contexts where democratic institutions are more reliable. This does not mean
abandoning a transnational understanding of the radical right; rather, it calls for the opposite: the
chapters examine how the radical right is invented, adapted, modified, and resisted in specific
regions of the globe. This volume will be of interest to all those researching the radical right and the
politics of development and the Global South.

fascism definition: The US Antifascism Reader Bill V. Mullen, Christopher Vials, 2020-01-07
How anti-fascism is as American as apple pie Since the birth of fascism in the 1920s, well before the
global renaissance of “white nationalism,” the United States has been home to its own distinct
fascist movements, some of which decisively influenced the course of US history. Yet long before
“antifa” became a household word in the United States, they were met, time and again, by an
equally deep antifascist current. Many on the left are unaware that the United States has a rich
antifascist tradition, because it has rarely been discussed as such, nor has it been accessible in one
place. This reader reconstructs the history of US antifascism into the twenty-first century, showing
how generations of writers, organizers, and fighters spoke to each other over time. Spanning the
1930s to the present, this chronologically-arranged, primary source reader is made up of antifascist
writings by Americans and by exiles in the US, some instantly recognizable, others long-forgotten. It
also includes a sampling of influential writings from the US fascist, white nationalist, and
proto-fascist traditions. Its contents, mostly written by people embedded in antifascist movements,
include a number of pieces produced abroad that deeply influenced the US left. The collection thus
places US antifascism in a global context.

fascism definition: Neofascism in Europe (1945-1989) Matteo Albanese, 2022-09-30 The
text represents a long journey in the debate that characterized the multifaceted political
phenomenon of neofascism. From the end of the Second World War until the fall of the communist
regimes, groups, parties and individuals have given life to a network of action and thought that has
developed, above all, around three major themes that have characterized the thought of historical
fascism and that we can find at different latitudes during the course of the long period of time under
consideration. Racism, contempt for equality and democracy and an issue linked to the state as an
element of modernity, these are the three levels of analysis around which the neofascist movement
regroups, debates and acts. The meticulous reconstruction of that debate at a transnational level is
the result of a long archival work with unpublished and illuminating papers on the issue of continuity
between political cultures. The text can be easily read by students of Humanities and Social Sciences
courses but it is also pleasant for fans of the subject.

fascism definition: Philosophy of Antifascism Devin Zane Shaw, 2020-06-11 On January 20th,
2017, during an interview on the streets of Washington D.C., white nationalist Richard Spencer was
punched by an anonymous antifascist. The moment was caught on video and quickly went viral, and
soon “punching Nazis” was a topic of heated public debate. How might this kind of militant action be
conceived of, or justified, philosophically? Can we find a deep commitment to antifascism in the
history of philosophy? Through the existentialism of Simone de Beauvoir, with some reference to
Fanon and Sartre, this book identifies the philosophical reasons for the political action being enacted
by contemporary antifascists. In addition, using the work of Jacques Ranciere, it argues that the




alt-right and the far right aren’t a kind of politics at all, but rather forms of parapolitical and
paramilitary mobilization aimed at re-entrenching the power of the state and capital. Devin Shaw
argues that in order to resist fascist mobilization, contemporary movements find a diversity of
tactics more useful than principled nonviolence. Antifascism must focus on the systemic causes of
the re-emergence of fascism, and thus must fight capital accumulation and the underlying white
supremacism. Providing new, incisive interpretations of Beauvoir, existentialism, and Ranciere, he
makes the case for organizing a broader militant movement against fascism.

fascism definition: No Barrier Can Contain It Ariel Mae Lambe, 2019-10-10 Vividly
recasting Cuba’s politics in the 1930s as transnational, Ariel Mae Lambe has produced an
unprecendented reimagining of Cuban activism during an era previously regarded as a lengthy,
defeated lull. In this period, many Cuban activists began to look at their fight against strongman rule
and neocolonial control at home as part of the international antifascism movement that exploded
with the Spanish Civil War. Frustrated by multiple domestic setbacks, including Colonel Fulgencio
Batista’s violent crushing of a massive general strike, activists found strength in the face of
repression by refusing to view their political goals as confined to the island. As individuals and in
groups, Cubans from diverse backgrounds and political stances self-identified as antifascists and
moved, both physically and symbolically, across borders and oceans, cultivating networks and
building solidarity for a New Spain and a New Cuba. They believed that it was through these
ostensibly foreign fights that they would achieve economic and social progress for their nation.
Indeed, Cuban antifascism was such a strong movement, Lambe argues, that it helps to explain the
surprisingly progressive turn that Batista and the Cuban government took at the end of the decade,
including the establishment of a new constitution and presidential elections.

fascism definition: The Routledge Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies John
Flowerdew, John E. Richardson, 2017-07-06 The Routledge Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies
provides a state-of-the-art overview of the important and rapidly developing field of Critical
Discourse Studies (CDS). Forty-one chapters from leading international scholars cover the central
theories, concepts, contexts and applications of CDS and how they have developed, encompassing:
approaches analytical methods interdisciplinarity social divisions and power domains and media.
Including methodologies to assist those undertaking their own critical research of discourse, this
Handbook is key reading for all those engaged in the study and research of Critical Discourse
Analysis within English Language and Linguistics, Communication, Media Studies and related areas.

fascism definition: Critical Theory from the Margins Saladdin Ahmed, 2023-09-01 Great
critical theorists from Marx and Engels to Adorno and Horkheimer not only came from the margins
but also stayed faithful to the plight of the marginalized. They refused to compromise about the
struggle for equality and tried to universalize its emancipatory essence. From Marx to Benjamin,
critical philosophers who showed fidelity to the cause were denied a career in European universities
and made impoverished, stateless, and homeless. Marginalization and critical theory are
inseparable; yet, today, Marxism is institutionalized, and the Frankfurt School's Critical Theory is
gentrified. Critical Theory from the Margins, however, revives the Critical Theory that endorses
criticism, aiming to negate dominant regimes of truth. It is unapologetic in its fidelity to the
universalist struggles of the minoritized. In that spirit, Saladdin Ahmed shows that capitalism
imposes a totalitarian social mode of existence and neoliberalism perpetuates fascism as a class of
ideology across nationalist and religious movements. This book, then, is both a theorization and an
argument in favor of the application of the episteme of the silenced as the essence of the critical
education necessary for achieving universal emancipation.

fascism definition: Rethinking the French New Right Tamir Bar-On, 2013-04-12 This book
focuses on the philosophy, politics and impact of the 'New Right' which originated in France and has
since influenced activism, ideology and policy in a number of European countries. This book explores
the idea that revolutionaries do not necessarily need to come from the left, nor use arms in order to
overturn liberal democracy. In the post-World War Two era, the extremists of the revolutionary right
took three different paths: 1) parliamentary; 2) extra-parliamentary; and 3) metapolitical. The New



Right (nouvelle droite - ND in France) took the metapolitical path, but that did not mean it
abandoned its revolutionary desire to smash liberal democracy throughout Europe. The book
examines four interpretations of the New Right. These interpretations include the following: 1) The
New Right as a fascist or quasi-fascist movement; 2) The New Right as a challenge to the traditional
right-left dichotomy, which has structured European political debates for more than 200 years; 3)
The New Right as an alternative modernist movement, which rejects liberal and socialist narratives
of modernity; accepts the technical but not political or cultural effects of modernity; and longs for a
pan-European political framework abolishing liberal multiculturalism and privileging ethnic
dominance of so-called original Europeans; and 4) The New Right as a variant of political religion
and conversionary processes. The book concludes by analysing the positions, cultural and political
impact, and relationship to democracy of the New Right. This work will be of great interest to
students and scholars of racism, fascism, extremism, European politics, French politics and
contemporary political theory.
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