
farewell to manzanar historical context

farewell to manzanar historical context provides an essential lens through which readers can better

understand the significant events and societal impacts depicted in the memoir "Farewell to Manzanar."

This article explores the historical backdrop of Japanese American internment during World War II, the

legal and social circumstances that led to the establishment of Manzanar, and the broader implications

for civil liberties in the United States. By delving into the political climate of the 1940s, wartime

hysteria, and racial prejudice, the historical context enriches comprehension of the personal and

collective experiences described in the book. Additionally, this discussion highlights the legacy of

internment camps and the ongoing efforts for recognition and reparations. The following sections will

cover key aspects such as the origins of Japanese American incarceration, life at Manzanar, and the

post-war consequences for internees.

Origins of Japanese American Internment

The Establishment of Manzanar Relocation Center

Life Inside Manzanar

Legal and Political Context

Aftermath and Legacy of Internment

Origins of Japanese American Internment



Pre-War Anti-Japanese Sentiment

Before the outbreak of World War II, Japanese immigrants and Japanese Americans faced widespread

discrimination and hostility on the West Coast of the United States. This animosity stemmed from

economic competition, cultural differences, and longstanding racial prejudice. Laws such as the Alien

Land Laws prevented Japanese immigrants from owning land, and social segregation limited their

opportunities. These factors contributed to an environment of suspicion and marginalization, setting the

stage for harsher measures during wartime.

Impact of Pearl Harbor Attack

The surprise attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan on December 7, 1941, intensified fears of espionage

and sabotage by Japanese Americans. Government officials, military leaders, and the general public

grew increasingly concerned about the loyalty of citizens of Japanese descent. This fear was fueled by

wartime hysteria, propaganda, and racial stereotypes, which ultimately led to calls for the removal of

Japanese Americans from strategic coastal areas.

Executive Order 9066

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, authorizing the

Secretary of War to designate military areas and exclude any persons from them. Although the order

did not specify any ethnic group, it resulted in the forced removal and incarceration of approximately

120,000 Japanese Americans, most of whom were U.S. citizens. This order marked the legal

foundation for the internment policy that would define the experiences depicted in "Farewell to

Manzanar."

The Establishment of Manzanar Relocation Center



Selection of Manzanar Site

Manzanar Relocation Center was one of ten camps established by the War Relocation Authority

(WRA) to house Japanese Americans. Located in the Owens Valley of California, Manzanar was

chosen for its remote, arid location and proximity to transportation routes. The camp was constructed

rapidly in 1942, surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by armed military personnel, transforming a

barren landscape into a confined community for thousands of internees.

Camp Infrastructure and Layout

Manzanar consisted of approximately 500 barracks buildings arranged in a grid pattern. Facilities

included communal mess halls, schools, hospitals, and recreational areas, though living conditions

were often cramped and uncomfortable. The camp's infrastructure reflected both the military nature of

the incarceration and the attempt to create a semblance of normalcy for the internees.

Demographics of Manzanar Population

The population of Manzanar was diverse, including Issei (first-generation Japanese immigrants), Nisei

(second-generation Japanese Americans), and some Kibei (Japanese Americans educated in Japan).

The internees came from various socioeconomic backgrounds, but all shared the experience of forced

removal and confinement. Manzanar housed families, single adults, and elderly individuals, creating a

complex social environment within the camp.

Life Inside Manzanar

Daily Routine and Challenges

Life inside Manzanar was characterized by strict schedules and limited freedoms. Internees attended



school, worked in camp jobs, and participated in recreational activities, but were continuously under

surveillance. Harsh weather conditions, inadequate privacy, and substandard facilities contributed to

physical discomfort and psychological stress.

Social and Cultural Adaptations

Despite adversity, internees sought to maintain cultural traditions and build community cohesion. They

organized cultural events, religious services, and educational programs. The camp also became a site

of cultural negotiation, as younger generations balanced their Japanese heritage with American identity

amid the circumstances of incarceration.

Resistance and Compliance

The internees’ responses to incarceration varied widely. Some complied with camp rules and sought to

make the best of their situation, while others resisted through protests, petitions, and legal challenges.

The tensions within Manzanar reflected broader debates about loyalty, identity, and civil rights during

the internment period.

Legal and Political Context

Supreme Court Cases

The internment policy faced legal challenges, most notably Korematsu v. United States (1944),

Hirabayashi v. United States (1943), and Ex parte Endo (1944). These cases addressed the

constitutionality of curfews, exclusion orders, and detention of loyal citizens. The Supreme Court

upheld the government’s actions in Korematsu and Hirabayashi, citing military necessity, but ruled in

Ex parte Endo that loyal citizens could not be detained indefinitely.



Government Justifications and Criticism

The U.S. government justified internment as a military necessity to prevent espionage and sabotage.

However, critics argued that racial prejudice, economic motives, and political pressure played

significant roles. Subsequent investigations, such as the 1983 Commission on Wartime Relocation and

Internment of Civilians, concluded that the internment was largely unjustified and driven by racism

rather than security concerns.

Impact on Civil Liberties

The internment of Japanese Americans represented one of the most significant violations of civil

liberties in U.S. history. It raised questions about constitutional rights during wartime and the balance

between national security and individual freedoms. The legacy of internment continues to inform

contemporary discussions about race, immigration, and government authority.

Aftermath and Legacy of Internment

Post-War Resettlement

After the closure of Manzanar in 1945, internees faced the challenges of rebuilding their lives. Many

returned to communities on the West Coast, only to encounter continued discrimination and economic

hardship. The disruption of families, education, and careers had lasting effects on Japanese American

communities.

Redress Movement

Decades after internment, Japanese Americans and allies organized to seek official government

apology and reparations. The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 formally apologized for the internment and



provided monetary compensation to surviving internees. This act symbolized recognition of the

injustice and affirmed the importance of protecting civil rights.

Cultural and Educational Significance

Works such as "Farewell to Manzanar" have played a vital role in preserving the memory of internment

and educating new generations. Museums, memorials, and curricula incorporate the history of

Manzanar and the broader internment experience. This ongoing remembrance serves as a cautionary

tale about the consequences of prejudice and the fragility of constitutional protections.

Key Points on the Historical Context of Farewell to Manzanar

Rooted in the wartime hysteria and racial prejudice against Japanese Americans

Enabled by Executive Order 9066 and military directives

Manzanar functioned as a symbol of forced displacement and confinement

Daily life was marked by adaptation, resilience, and complex social dynamics

Legal challenges highlighted tensions between security and civil liberties

Post-war consequences included social reintegration challenges and activism for redress

The legacy informs contemporary understanding of American history and rights



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical context of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

The historical context of 'Farewell to Manzanar' is the internment of Japanese Americans during World

War II, following Executive Order 9066 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942, which led to

the forced relocation and incarceration of Japanese Americans in camps like Manzanar.

Why were Japanese Americans interned during World War II?

Japanese Americans were interned during World War II due to fears of espionage and sabotage after

the attack on Pearl Harbor. Racism, wartime hysteria, and political pressure contributed to the decision

to forcibly relocate and incarcerate them in camps.

Where was Manzanar located and what was its significance?

Manzanar was located in California's Owens Valley and was one of ten War Relocation Authority

camps where Japanese Americans were imprisoned during World War II. It serves as a symbol of the

injustices faced by Japanese Americans during this period.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' reflect the experiences of Japanese

American internees?

'Farewell to Manzanar' is a memoir that provides a personal and detailed account of life in the

Manzanar internment camp, highlighting the struggles, resilience, and identity challenges faced by

Japanese American internees during and after their incarceration.

What was Executive Order 9066 and how did it impact Japanese

Americans?

Executive Order 9066, signed in 1942, authorized the U.S. military to designate exclusion zones and

remove people considered a threat to national security. This order led to the forced relocation and



internment of over 110,000 Japanese Americans, including those living on the West Coast.

How does understanding the historical context enhance the reading of

'Farewell to Manzanar'?

Understanding the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II provides

readers with a deeper appreciation of the memoir's themes of injustice, identity, family, and resilience,

and highlights the broader impact of wartime policies on civil liberties.

What lessons does the historical context of 'Farewell to Manzanar'

offer for contemporary society?

The historical context of 'Farewell to Manzanar' reminds contemporary society of the dangers of racial

prejudice, wartime hysteria, and the violation of civil rights, emphasizing the importance of vigilance to

protect individual freedoms and prevent similar injustices in the future.

Additional Resources

1. Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston

This memoir recounts the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her family during their internment at

the Manzanar War Relocation Center during World War II. It provides a personal and poignant

perspective on the Japanese American experience, exploring themes of identity, resilience, and the

impact of incarceration on families. The book is a seminal work in understanding the emotional and

historical context of Japanese American internment.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka

This novel tells the story of a Japanese American family forced into an internment camp during World

War II. Through sparse and poetic prose, Otsuka captures the fear, uncertainty, and resilience of those

affected by the internment. The book offers a powerful exploration of loss, displacement, and the

struggle to maintain dignity under oppression.



3. Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson

Set in the aftermath of World War II, this novel explores the lingering racial tensions and injustices

faced by Japanese Americans in the Pacific Northwest. Through a courtroom drama involving a

Japanese American man accused of murder, the book delves into themes of prejudice, memory, and

reconciliation. It provides historical context related to Japanese American internment and its lasting

effects.

4. Only What We Could Carry: The Japanese American Internment Experience by Lawson Fusao

Inada

This collection of poetry and prose offers diverse perspectives on the internment experience. Inada, a

former internee, captures the emotional and cultural impact of incarceration through vivid imagery and

personal reflection. The book serves as an important literary companion to understand the historical

and emotional nuances of the internment camps.

5. Conscience and the Constitution: The Japanese American Internment and the Fight for Justice by

Michi Nishiura Weglyn

This historical account documents the legal and civil rights battles faced by Japanese Americans

interned during WWII. Weglyn provides detailed research on the government policies, personal stories,

and efforts to seek redress and acknowledgement of injustice. The book is crucial for understanding

the political and legal context surrounding the internment.

6. Manzanar: An American Story by Michael S. Williamson and Deann Borshay Liem

Combining narrative and photography, this book offers a comprehensive history of the Manzanar

internment camp. It includes personal stories from internees alongside archival images, providing a

vivid portrayal of daily life in the camp. The work serves as both a historical document and a tribute to

those who lived through this chapter in American history.

7. Living in Infamy: The Internment of Japanese Americans During World War II by Greg Robinson

Robinson provides a thorough historical analysis of the internment, examining the political, social, and

military factors that led to the forced relocation. The book highlights the experiences of internees and

the broader implications for civil liberties in America. It is an essential resource for understanding the



full scope of the internment’s impact.

8. Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps by Michi Nishiura Weglyn

This groundbreaking work was one of the first to expose the harsh realities of Japanese American

internment camps. Weglyn challenges the sanitized narratives by revealing conditions, injustices, and

government deception. The book played a key role in raising awareness and prompting historical

reassessment of the internment.

9. The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida

A children’s book that tells the story of a young Japanese American girl’s experience during the

internment. Through simple yet impactful storytelling, it introduces younger readers to the history and

emotional challenges faced by Japanese American families. The book is a valuable educational tool for

teaching about tolerance and civil rights.
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Sui Sin Far (Edith Eaton) at the time of the Yellow Peril; the rise of cultural nationalism in the 1970s
and 1980s, illustrated by Wong’s Homebase and Kingston’s China Men; old and recent examples of
“internment literature” dealing with the incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII (Sone,
Houston, Miyake, Kadohata); and the new trends in Asian American literature since the 1990s,
exemplified by Yamashita’s and Ozeki’s novels, which explore the challenges of our transnational,
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interdisciplinary insights, addressing and analyzing important narratives within Asian American
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  farewell to manzanar historical context: 25 Events That Shaped Asian American History
Lan Dong, 2019-03-22 This book provides detailed and engaging narratives about 25 pivotal events
in Asian American history, celebrates Asian Americans' contributions to U.S. history, and examines
the ways their experiences have shaped American culture. Asian Americans have made significant
contributions to American history, society, and culture. This book presents key events in the Asian
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of notable figures; excerpts of primary source documents; and sidebars and images that provide
narrative and visual information on high-interest topics. Arranged chronologically, the 25 essays
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and borderlines as clear-cut frontiers separating not only political and geographical areas, but also
cultural, linguistic and semiotic spaces, does not fully address the complexity of contemporary
cultural encounters. Centering on a whole range of literary works from the United States and the
Caribbean, the contributors suggest and discuss different theoretical and methodological grounds to
address the literary production taking place across the lines in North American and Caribbean
culture. The volume represents a pioneering attempt at proposing the concept of the border as a
useful paradigm not only for the study of Chicano literature but also for the other American
literatures. The works presented in the volume illustrate various aspects and manifestations of the
textual border(lands), and explore the double-voiced discourse of border texts by writers like Harriet
E. Wilson, Rudolfo Anaya, Toni Morrison, Cormac McCarthy, Louise Erdrich, Helena Viramontes,
Paule Marshall and Monica Sone, among others. This book is of interest for scholars and researchers
in the field of comparative American studies and ethnic studies.
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Literature Since 1945 Guiyou Huang, 2006-08-08 The Columbia Guide to Asian American
Literature Since 1945
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Historical Archaeology Through a Western
Lens Mark Warner, Margaret Purser, 2017-06-01 An exploration of Western historical
archaeologists' role in American regionalism and a call for creating archaeologies of the West as an
alternative to the isolated archaeologists working in the West--Provided by publisher.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: The Oxford History of the Novel in English Cyrus R.
K. Patell, Deborah Lindsay Williams, 2024 An overview of US fiction since 1940 that explores the
history of literary forms, the history of narrative forms, the history of the book, the history of media,



and the history of higher education in the United States.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Approaches to Teaching the Works of Karen
Tei Yamashita Ruth Y. Hsu, Pamela Thoma, 2021-10-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching
Karen Tei Yamashita's works, such as I-Hotel, Tropic of Orange, and Brazil-Maru, including
considerations of immigration, transnationalism, environmental concerns, magical realism, and
postmodern narrative techniques. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate
courses in American, ethnic American, and Asian American literature and cultural studies.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Asian American History Day by Day Jonathan H. X.
Lee, 2018-10-12 For student research, this reference highlights the importance of Asian Americans
in U.S. history, the impact of specific individuals, and this ethnic group as a whole across time;
documenting evolving policies, issues, and feelings concerning this particular American population.
Asian American History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events provides a uniquely interesting
way to learn about events in Asian American history that span several hundred years (and the
contributions of Asian Americans to U.S. culture in that time). The book is organized in the form of a
calendar, with each day of the year corresponding with an entry about an important event, person,
or innovation that span several hundred years of Asian American history and references to books
and websites that can provide more information about that event. Readers will also have access to
primary source document excerpts that accompany the daily entries and serve as additional
resources that help bring history to life. With this guide in hand, teachers will be able to more easily
incorporate Asian American history into their classes, and students will find the book an easy-to-use
guide to the Asian American past and an ideal jumping-off point for more targeted research.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: A Literary History of the American West
Western Literature Association (U.S.), 1987 Literary histories, of course, do not have a reason for
being unless there exists the literature itself. This volume, perhaps more than others of its kind, is an
expression of appreciation for the talented and dedicated literary artists who ignored the odds,
avoided temptations to write for popularity or prestige, and chose to write honestly about the
American West, believing that experiences long knowns to be of historical importance are also
experiences that need and deserve a literature of importance.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Teaching U. S. History Thematically Rosalie
Metro, 2023 The second edition of this best-selling book offers the tools teachers need to get started
with an innovative approach to teaching history, one that develops literacy and higher-order
thinking skills, connects the past to students' lives today, and meets state and national standards.
The author provides an introductory unit to build a trustful classroom climate; over 70 primary
sources (including a dozen new ones) organized into six thematic units, each structured around an
essential question from U.S. history; and a final unit focusing on periodization and chronology. As
students analyze carefully excerpted documents-speeches by presidents and protesters, Supreme
Court cases, political cartoons-they build an understanding of how diverse historical figures have
approached key issues. At the same time, students learn to participate in civic debates and develop
their own views on what it means to be a 21st-century American. Each unit connects to current
events, and dynamic classroom activities make history come alive. In addition to the documents
themselves, this teaching manual provides strategies to assess student learning; mini-lectures
designed to introduce documents; activities to help students process, display, and integrate their
learning; guidance to help teachers create their own units, and more--
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Asian American History and Culture: An
Encyclopedia Huping Ling, Allan W. Austin, 2015-03-17 With overview essays and more than 400 A-Z
entries, this exhaustive encyclopedia documents the history of Asians in America from earliest
contact to the present day. Organized topically by group, with an in-depth overview essay on each
group, the encyclopedia examines the myriad ethnic groups and histories that make up the Asian
American population in the United States. Asian American History and Culture covers the political,
social, and cultural history of immigrants from East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Pacific
Islands, and their descendants, as well as the social and cultural issues faced by Asian American



communities, families, and individuals in contemporary society. In addition to entries on various
groups and cultures, the encyclopedia also includes articles on general topics such as parenting and
child rearing, assimilation and acculturation, business, education, and literature. More than 100
images round out the set.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: A History of US: War, Peace, and All That Jazz
Joy Hakim, 2012-10-31 Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English Language
Arts and Literacy as an exemplary informational text. From woman's suffrage to Babe Ruth's home
runs, from Louis Armstrong's jazz to Franklin Delano Roosevelt's four presidential terms, from the
finale of one world war to the dramatic close of the second, War, Peace, and All That Jazz presents
the story of some of the most exciting years in U.S. history. With the end of World War I, many
Americans decided to live it up, going to movies, driving cars, and cheering baseball games a plenty.
But alongside this post WWI spree was high unemployment, hard times for farmers, ever present
racism, and, finally, the Depression, the worst economic disaster in U.S. history, flip flopping the
nation from prosperity to scarcity. Along came one of our country's greatest leaders, F.D.R., who
promised a New Deal, gave Americans hope, and then saw them through the horrors and victories of
World War II. These three decades full of optimism and despair, progress and Depression, and, of
course, War, Peace, and All That Jazz forever changed the United States. About the Series: Master
storyteller Joy Hakim has excited millions of young minds with the great drama of American history
in her award-winning series A History of US. Recommended by the Common Core State Standards
for English Language Arts and Literacy as an exemplary informational text, A History of US weaves
together exciting stories that bring American history to life. Hailed by reviewers, historians,
educators, and parents for its exciting, thought-provoking narrative, the books have been recognized
as a break-through tool in teaching history and critical reading skills to young people. In ten books
that span from Prehistory to the 21st century, young people will never think of American history as
boring again.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: A Tragedy of Democracy Greg Robinson, 2009-06-30
The confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, often called the
Japanese American internment, has been described as the worst official civil rights violation of
modern U. S. history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of these events but
also studies them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective. Drawing on newly
discovered material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals for the first time the
extent of the American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in the years leading up
to war and the construction of what officials termed concentration camps for enemy aliens. He also
considers the aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese Americans in postwar civil
rights struggles, the long movement by former camp inmates for redress, and the continuing role of
the camps as touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate. Most remarkably, A Tragedy
of Democracy is the first book to analyze official policy toward West Coast Japanese Americans
within a North American context. Robinson studies confinement on the mainland alongside events in
wartime Hawaii, where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army dictatorship, suspension of the
Constitution, and the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly reads the treatment of Japanese
Americans against Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and residents of Japanese ancestry from
British Columbia. A Tragedy of Democracy recounts the expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from
Mexico's Pacific Coast and the poignant story of the Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped
from their homes and interned in the United States. Approaching Japanese confinement as a
continental and international phenomenon, Robinson offers a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of
its genesis and outcomes. The confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War
II, often called the Japanese American internment, has been described as the worst official civil
rights violation of modern U. S. history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of
these events but also studies them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective.
Drawing on newly discovered material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals
for the first time the extent of the American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in



the years leading up to war and the construction of what officials termed concentration camps for
enemy aliens. He also considers the aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese
Americans in postwar civil rights struggles, the long movement by former camp inmates for redress,
and the continuing role of the camps as touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate.
Most remarkably, A Tragedy of Democracy is the first book to analyze official policy toward West
Coast Japanese Americans within a North American context. Robinson studies confinement on the
mainland alongside events in wartime Hawaii, where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army
dictatorship, suspension of the Constitution, and the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly
reads the treatment of Japanese Americans against Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and
residents of Japanese ancestry from British Columbia. A Tragedy of Democracy recounts the
expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from Mexico's Pacific Coast and the poignant story of the
Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped from their homes and interned in the United States.
Approaching Japanese confinement as a continental and international phenomenon, Robinson offers
a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of its genesis and outcomes.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Asian American History Huping Ling, 2023-08-11 A
comprehensive survey, Asian American History places Asian immigration to America in international
and domestic contexts, and explores the significant elements that define Asian America: imperialism
and global capitalist expansion, labor and capital, race and ethnicity, immigration and exclusion,
family and work, community and gender roles, assimilation and multiculturalism, panethnicity and
identity, transnationalism and globalization, and new challenges and opportunities. It is an
up-to-date and easily accessible resource for high school and college students, as well as anyone
who is interested in Asian American history. Asian American History: Covers the major and minor
Asian American ethnic groups. It presents the myriad and poignant stories of a diverse body of Asian
Americans, from illiterate immigrants to influential individuals, within a broad and comparative
framework, offering microscopic narratives as well as macroscopic analysis and overviews. Utilizes
both primary and secondary sources, employs data and surveys, and incorporates most recent
scholarly discourses. Attractive and accessible by incorporating voices and illustrations of the
contemporaries and by using straightforward language and concise syntax, while maintaining a
reasonable level of scholarly depth. Special features: Each chapter features Significant Events,
Sidebars incorporating primary sources or scholarly debates, Review Questions, and Further
Readings to aid and enhance student learning experience. Bibliographies, charts, maps, photographs
and tables are included. Written by a preeminent historian with four decades of teaching, research,
and publishing experiences in Asian American history, it is the best book on the subject to date.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Guides to History Plus Kathryn Stout, 2000-12-07
American and world history, geography, and economics are incorporated into an easy-to-use
question guide for the study of any period or culture. Includes teaching tips, instructions for making
timelines, lists of map skills, reproducible blank maps, definitions of geographic terms, questions to
provide practice in analysis for high school students, lists of literature, games, and movies on video
arranged by period and topic. Grades K-12.
  farewell to manzanar historical context: Bioterrorism: The History of a Crisis in
American Society David McBride, 2020-12-17 Originally published in 2003 and now reissued with a
new introduction, this collection provides an invaluable, academic resource on the challenges
bioterrorism posed for American society and institutions. Critically selected essays from a wide
range of disciplines document and analyze the problems and implications for political, economic, and
legal institutions, as well as the challenges a weapon of disease and fear can impose on public health
and public policy. By placing bioterrorism into its historical context, this collection also traces the
academic research and historical decisions that have contributed to the formation of American
policies attempting to cope with a potentially catastrophic attack on the population in general and
urban population in particular.
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