farewell to god charles templeton

farewell to god charles templeton is a profound narrative that explores the spiritual journey and
intellectual transformation of Charles Templeton, a prominent figure in religious history. This article
delves into the complexities surrounding Templeton's departure from traditional Christian faith,
highlighting his struggles, writings, and legacy. As an influential evangelist turned skeptic,
Templeton’s story provides valuable insight into the interplay between faith, doubt, and reason. The
discussion includes an examination of his early ministry, the critical moments that led to his farewell
to God, and the broader implications for religious discourse. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of Templeton’s life, his contributions to theology and skepticism, and the lasting
impact of his farewell to God Charles Templeton. Below is an overview of the topics covered in this
article.

Early Life and Evangelical Ministry

The Crisis of Faith

Writings and Public Statements

Impact on Religious Thought

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Early Life and Evangelical Ministry

Charles Templeton was born in 1915 and quickly rose to prominence as a charismatic evangelist
during the mid-20th century. His early life was marked by a strong commitment to Christian teachings
and an enthusiasm for spreading the gospel. Templeton co-founded Youth for Christ alongside Billy
Graham, becoming one of the most dynamic figures in evangelical circles. His sermons attracted large
crowds, and he was widely regarded as a compelling speaker with a genuine passion for faith.

Beginnings in Ministry

Templeton’s initial years in ministry were characterized by fervent evangelism and a deep belief in
the transformative power of Christianity. He preached extensively across North America, emphasizing
personal salvation and the authority of the Bible. His early success was built on his ability to connect
with young audiences and address contemporary social issues through a biblical lens.

Influence and Recognition



During this period, Templeton gained considerable recognition, not only within evangelical
communities but also in mainstream society. His collaboration with other prominent Christian leaders
helped shape the evangelical movement’s growth during the 1940s and 1950s. At this stage,
Templeton was viewed as a leading voice in defending orthodox Christian doctrine.

The Crisis of Faith

The turning point in Charles Templeton’s life came with a profound crisis of faith, which ultimately led
to his farewell to God Charles Templeton had once fervently served. This personal and intellectual
struggle involved questioning long-held beliefs and grappling with doubts about biblical inerrancy, the
problem of evil, and the nature of God. This period marked a significant departure from his previous
evangelical stance.

Intellectual Doubts

Templeton’s doubts were fueled by his engagement with modern biblical scholarship, scientific
advancements, and philosophical inquiries. He found himself increasingly unable to reconcile
traditional Christian teachings with contemporary knowledge and reason. This intellectual conflict
prompted a reevaluation of his faith and the foundations upon which it rested.

Emotional and Spiritual Turmoil

Alongside intellectual challenges, Templeton experienced emotional and spiritual turmoil. The loss of
certainty and the prospect of abandoning his lifelong beliefs caused significant distress. This inner
conflict is a central theme in his farewell to God Charles Templeton narrative, illustrating the
complexity of faith transitions.

Writings and Public Statements

Following his crisis of faith, Charles Templeton documented his experiences and evolving beliefs
through various writings and public statements. These works provide critical insight into his farewell
to God Charles Templeton and articulate his reasons for stepping away from traditional Christianity.
His publications contributed to ongoing debates about faith, doubt, and religious identity.

Autobiographical Accounts

Templeton’s autobiographical writings detail his spiritual journey, highlighting both his evangelical
zeal and his eventual skepticism. These narratives serve as primary sources for understanding the
factors that influenced his farewell to God Charles Templeton and the broader implications for



religious believers facing similar doubts.

Public Lectures and Interviews

In addition to his written work, Templeton spoke openly in interviews and lectures about his departure
from faith. His candid discussions helped demystify the process of losing religious belief and
encouraged dialogue about the challenges of maintaining faith in a modern world. These public
statements further solidified his role as a significant figure in religious and secular discourse.

Impact on Religious Thought

The farewell to God Charles Templeton represents a pivotal moment in the history of religious
thought, particularly regarding the tension between evangelical Christianity and secular skepticism.
Templeton’s journey embodies the broader challenges faced by believers who confront doubts and
the evolving landscape of faith in the 20th century.

Influence on Evangelicalism

Templeton’s departure from evangelicalism prompted reflection within the movement about the role
of doubt and intellectual inquiry. His experience highlighted the need for openness to questioning and
the potential for faith to coexist with critical thinking. This has influenced subsequent evangelical
approaches to theology and apologetics.

Contribution to Secular and Skeptical Movements

By publicly renouncing his former beliefs, Templeton provided a high-profile example of religious
skepticism. His farewell to God Charles Templeton has been cited in discussions about atheism,
agnosticism, and secular humanism. His story contributes to understanding the processes by which
individuals transition from faith to skepticism.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The legacy of Charles Templeton’s farewell to God continues to resonate in contemporary discussions
about faith, doubt, and spirituality. His life and work remain relevant to those examining the
complexities of belief in an increasingly pluralistic and scientific world. Templeton’s narrative offers
valuable lessons on the personal and communal dimensions of religious transformation.



Enduring Lessons

Templeton’s experience underscores the importance of intellectual honesty and the courage to
confront difficult questions about faith. His farewell to God Charles Templeton serves as a case study
in navigating the intersection of religion and reason, highlighting the ongoing relevance of these
issues.

Influence on Modern Religious Dialogue

Today, Templeton’s story informs contemporary dialogues between believers, skeptics, and secular
thinkers. It encourages empathy and understanding for those undergoing similar spiritual journeys
and fosters a more nuanced conversation about belief and unbelief in modern society.

e Charles Templeton’s transition from evangelism to skepticism
e The role of intellectual inquiry in faith crises
¢ Impact on evangelical and secular communities

e Contemporary implications for religious discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Charles Templeton, the author of 'Farewell to God'?

Charles Templeton was a Canadian evangelist, author, and former Christian preacher who later
became an agnostic and wrote extensively about his spiritual journey and doubts.

What is the main theme of 'Farewell to God' by Charles
Templeton?

'Farewell to God' explores Charles Templeton's personal journey from devout Christian faith to
agnosticism, addressing doubts, questions, and the reasons behind his loss of belief.

Why did Charles Templeton write 'Farewell to God'?

Templeton wrote 'Farewell to God' to openly share his experience of losing faith, to explain his
struggles with religion, and to engage readers in thoughtful reflection on belief and doubt.



How did Charles Templeton's background influence 'Farewell
to God'?

As a former evangelist and preacher, Templeton's deep understanding of Christian doctrine and
firsthand experience with ministry provided a unique and credible perspective in his critique of faith.

What impact did 'Farewell to God' have on religious
discussions?

'Farewell to God' sparked conversations about faith, doubt, and atheism, encouraging open dialogue
about religious belief and skepticism in both religious and secular communities.

Is 'Farewell to God' considered controversial?

Yes, the book was controversial because it challenged traditional Christian beliefs and came from a
respected former evangelist, provoking strong reactions from both believers and skeptics.

How does Charles Templeton address the concept of God in
'‘Farewell to God'?

Templeton critically examines the existence of God, questioning biblical narratives and religious
teachings, ultimately concluding that he cannot reconcile his doubts with traditional theistic beliefs.

Where can one read or find 'Farewell to God' by Charles
Templeton?

'Farewell to God' is available in bookstores, libraries, and online platforms such as Amazon and other
eBook retailers.

Additional Resources

1. Farewell to God: My Reasons for Rejecting the Christian Faith by Charles Templeton

This autobiographical work by Charles Templeton details his spiritual journey from a fervent Christian
evangelist to becoming an agnostic. Templeton explores the intellectual and emotional struggles that
led him to question and ultimately reject his faith. The book provides a candid look at the challenges

of reconciling faith with reason and doubt.

2. The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel

Written by a former investigative journalist and skeptic, this book examines the historical evidence for
Jesus Christ. Strobel interviews experts and scholars to address key questions about Christianity,
aiming to provide a rational foundation for faith. It serves as a counterpoint to works like Templeton’s
by defending the Christian worldview.

3. God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher Hitchens

This provocative book critiques organized religion and argues against the existence of a benevolent
deity. Hitchens presents philosophical and historical arguments to challenge religious dogma. It
complements Templeton’s farewell by offering a critical secular perspective on faith.



4. Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

A classic work of Christian apologetics, Lewis presents the core beliefs of Christianity in a logical and
accessible manner. The book addresses common doubts and questions, making it a foundational text
for those exploring faith. Lewis’s reasoned approach contrasts with Templeton’s journey away from
belief.

5. The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins

Dawkins, an evolutionary biologist, argues against the existence of God using scientific reasoning.
This bestseller critiques religion and promotes a worldview based on evidence and skepticism. It
resonates with the themes in Templeton’s farewell, focusing on the challenges of maintaining faith in
the modern age.

6. Godless: How an Evangelical Preacher Became One of America’s Leading Atheists by Dan Barker
In this memoir, Barker recounts his transformation from an evangelical preacher to a prominent
atheist activist. The book explores themes of doubt, reason, and personal freedom. Like Templeton’s
story, it offers insight into the complex process of leaving faith.

1. The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason by Sam Harris

Harris critiques religion’s role in contemporary society and advocates for a secular, reason-based
approach to ethics and spirituality. The book challenges readers to reconsider the place of faith in a
modern world. It aligns with Templeton’s critical examination of religious belief.

8. Leaving the Fold: A Guide for Former Fundamentalists and Others Leaving Their Religion by
Marlene Winell

This guide addresses the psychological and emotional challenges faced by individuals leaving strict
religious backgrounds. Winell provides practical advice and support for navigating the transition. It
complements Templeton’s narrative by focusing on the aftermath of religious departure.

9. Why | Became an Atheist: A Former Preacher Rejects Christianity by John W. Loftus

Loftus, a former Christian minister, shares his reasons for abandoning Christianity and embracing
atheism. The book combines personal testimony with philosophical arguments. It offers a perspective
similar to Templeton’s, exploring the intellectual journey away from faith.
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farewell to god charles templeton: Farewell to God Charles Templeton, 2011-01-14 For
more than twenty years, Charles Templeton was a major figure in the church in Canada and the
United States. During the 1950s, he and Billy Graham were the two most successful exponents of
mass evangelism in North America. Templeton spoke nightly to stadium crowds of up to thirty
thousand people. However, increasing doubts about the validity of the Old Testament and the
teachings of the Christian church finally brought about a crisis in his faith and in 1957 he resigned
from the ministry. In Farewell to God, Templeton speaks out about his reasons for the abandonment
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of his faith. In straightforward language, Templeton deals with such subjects as the Creation fable,
racial prejudice in the Bible, the identity of Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus’ alienation from his family, the
second-class status of women in the church, the mystery of evil, the illusion that prayer works, why
there is suffering and death, and the loss of faith in God. He concludes with a positive personal
statement: “I Believe.”

farewell to god charles templeton: The Case for Faith Lee Strobel, 2021-12-14 This
timeless, compelling, and thought-provoking book on the Christian faith, now updated, includes two
all-new chapters, a current list of recommended resources for further study, and a new discussion
guide. In The Case for Faith, bestselling author, journalist, and former atheist Lee Strobel turns his
investigative skills to the most persistent emotional objections to belief in God--the eight heart
barriers to faith: Since evil and suffering exist, a loving God cannot Since miracles contradict
science, they cannot be true Evolution explains life, so God isn't needed God isn't worthy of worship
if he kills innocent children It's offensive to claim Jesus is the only way to God A loving God would
never torture people in hell Church history is littered with oppression and violence I still have
doubts, so I can't be a Christian This bestselling book is for those who may be feeling attracted to
Jesus but who are faced with difficult questions standing squarely in their path. For Christians, it
will deepen their convictions and give them fresh confidence in defending their faith to skeptical
friends, or during the hardest of times, when they have to defend their faith to themselves in
moments of doubt. Also available: The Case for Faith Spanish edition, kids' edition, and student
edition. Plus, be sure to check out Lee Strobel's entire collection of Case for... books: The Case for
Christ investigates the historical evidence for Jesus The Case for a Creator explores the scientific
evidence for God The Case for Grace uncovers the how and why behind God's amazing grace . . . and
more!

farewell to god charles templeton: 10 Questions and Answers on Atheism and
Agnosticism Norman L Geisler, Alex McFarland, Robert Velarde, 2021-09-16 Leading apologists Dr.
Norman Geisler and Alex McFarland (President of Southern Evangelical Seminary) look at the
important questions of life, including:What can we know about the existence of God?What can we
know about right and wrong?Is belief in God compatible with science?ls there scientific evidence
supporting the belief in God?If there is a good God, why is there evil?What about all the evil done in
the name of God?Is the Bible an unreliable collection of myths?Is there meaning and purpose to
life?The booklet provides a comprehensive yet understandable examination of what atheists and
agnostics believe and also explains the evidence for the biblical God.

farewell to god charles templeton: Case for Christ/Case for Faith Compilation Lee
Strobel, 2010-02-23 Was God telling the truth when he said, You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart? In his #1 bestseller The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel examined the
claims of Christ, reaching the hard-won verdict that Jesus is God's unique son. In The Case for Faith,
Strobel turns his skills to the most persistent emotional objections to belief--the eight heart barriers
to faith. This Gold Medallion-winning book is for those who may be feeling attracted to Jesus but who
are faced with difficult questions standing squarely in their path. For Christians, it will deepen their
convictions and give them fresh confidence in discussing Christianity with even their most skeptical
friends. Everyone--seekers, doubters, fervent believers--benefits when Lee Strobel hits the road in
search of answers, as he does again in The Case for Faith. In the course of his probing interviews,
some of the toughest intellectual obstacles to faith fall away. - Luis Palau Lee Strobel has given
believers and skeptics alike a gift in this book. He does not avoid seeking the most difficult questions
imaginable, and refuses to provide simplistic answers that do more harm than good. - Jerry Sittser,
professor of religion, Whitworth College, and author of A Grace Disguised and The Will of God as a
Way of Life

farewell to god charles templeton: Case for Christ/Case for Faith SC Compilation Ltd Lee
Strobel, 2006 Using the dramatic scenario of an investigative journalist pursuing his story and leads,
Lee Strobel uses his experience as a reporter for the Chicago Tribune to interview experts about the
evidence for Christ from the fields of science, philosophy, and history. Winner of the Gold Medallion



Book Award and twice nominated for the Christian Book of the Year Award. The Case For Faith is
the anticipated sequel to Lee Strobel's best-selling The Case for Christ finds the author investigating
the nettlesome issues and doubts of the heart that threaten faith. Eight major topics are addressed
including doubt, the problem of pain, and the existence of evil.

farewell to god charles templeton: The Gospel According to Christ Mark A. Stelter,
2011-11-14 Christianity is in crisis. We live in a time when millions of people profoundly
misunderstand the message of the Gospel. They believe that being a Christian means little more
than being a nice person. They view Jesus as a wise moral teacher who showed us how to live better
lives, and they conclude that the love of humanity is our greatest cause and its progress our primary
purpose. Whatever else may be said of this view of Christianity, it is certainly not what Jesus taught.
It is an attempt to replace the concepts of sin, redemption, and salvation with the more socially
acceptable virtues of tolerance, compassion, and social progress. It elevates humanity and the world
above God and his kingdom and reduces Jesus to a mere moral philosopher. But who did Jesus say
he was? What was the essential message of Christ? The Gospel According to Christ answers those
questions by examining the words of Jesus, in their context and in their entirety. The answers will be
shocking to many Christians.

farewell to god charles templeton: God’s Future for Animals Raymond R. Hausoul,
2021-08-16 God loves animals and gives them a special place in creation. So, do animals also have a
place in God's work of redemption? Will there be animals on the new Earth? Will we see our beloved
pets in the afterlife? This book takes up the challenge to think in a responsible way through these
questions. The author focuses in particular on the physical restoration, the prophetic proclamation
of the coming animal peace, the attitude of God and humanity towards animals, and the question of
the relationship between biblical life, the future of animals, and vegetarianism. What can the Bible
and Christian doctrine reveal to us about God's way with animals?

farewell to god charles templeton: Faith, Reason and Common Sense Paul M. Roddick,
2010-05 Have you ever wondered where religion is concerned, what you really believe? In FAITH,
REASON & COMMON SENSE the interdependence of religion and culture is examined with care
and insight. Readers with strong religious convictions may be surprised to discover that the history
of religion - every religion - is both a chronicle of heresy and a reconfiguration of belief. In his
examination of the relationship between Faith and Reason, the author rejects the familiar premise
that a life guided by one must exclude the other. Although he stresses the importance of examining
“the faith of our fathers' he is respectful of those who, in a world dominated by science, find
guidance and reassurance in their religion. Far ranging and insightful, drawing on a wealth of
sources and opinions, there is something for everyone in this challenging and though-provoking
study.

farewell to god charles templeton: The Big Three Henry M. Morris III, 2009-03-01
CREATION, THE FALL, & THE FLOOD WITH THE PROMISE OF CHRIST They are cornerstones of
the Christian faith. They are events that literally changed the world forever. Yet, the foundation of
these biblical truths are rooted in Genesis, a book that too many in the Church now treat as an
allegory or a metaphor, as anything but the precise and inerrant Word of God. As these attacks on
scriptural authority and relevance escalate, it seems that man's theories supersede Scripture when
there is conflict, sowing confusion and undermining faith in the accuracy of biblical history and the
Bible itself. In The Big Three, learn: How the Scriptures negate the concept of theistic evolution Why
a living faith and a saving faith exemplify a solid belief in a special creation The challenges and
confusion in academia regarding scriptural interpretation Within this remarkable exploration of
faith, Dr. Henry Morris III reveals a consistent and powerful thread throughout the Word of God.
After Eden, the Gospel message became the overreaching message of the Scripture; after Eden, the
Creation became the foundation for the Gospel message; after Eden, the promise contained in
Creation became the hope of the Gospel.

farewell to god charles templeton: Journey Through the Creation Museum (Revised &
Expanded Edition) Ken Ham, 2016-04-11 A PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR OF THE CREATION MUSEUM




farewell to god charles templeton: The Portable Atheist Christopher Hitchens, 2007-12-10
Christopher Hitchens's personally curated New York Times bestselling anthology of the most
influential and important writings on atheism, including original pieces by Salman Rushdie and Ian
McEwan From the #1 New York Times best-selling author of God Is Not Great, a provocative and
entertaining guided tour of atheist and agnostic thought through the ages--with
never-before-published pieces by Salman Rushdie, lan McEwan, and Ayaan Hirsi Ali.Christopher
Hitchens continues to make the case for a splendidly godless universe in this first-ever gathering of
the influential voices--past and present--that have shaped his side of the current (and raging)
God/no-god debate. With Hitchens as your erudite and witty guide, you'll be led through a wealth of
philosophy, literature, and scientific inquiry, including generous portions of the words of Lucretius,
Benedict de Spinoza, Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Mark Twain, George Eliot, Bertrand Russell, Emma
Goldman, H. L. Mencken, Albert Einstein, Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins, and many
others well-known and lesser known. And they're all set in context and commented upon as only
Christopher Hitchens--political and literary journalist extraordinaire (Los Angeles Times)--can.
Atheist? Believer? Uncertain? No matter: The Portable Atheist will speak to you and engage you
every step of the way.

farewell to god charles templeton: The Hijacked Mind Matthew Simmons , We are in a very
real war, a war between Jesus Christ and the anti-Christ, a war between the flesh and the Spirit. In
this supernatural war, you will demonstrate either courage or cowardice. Let me hammer the nail in
the coffin real tight: God hates cowardice! But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-they will
be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death (Revelation 21:8, NIV). Who
is first on the list of this ragtag mob? The cowardly! Today, the churches are filled with kissing
cowards who stand at the crossroads of their sinful and pagan past and run back. Orpah kissed
Naomi and left! Demas kissed Paul and left! Judas betrayed the Son of God with a kiss and left!
Surround yourself with navy seals of God and not people who will cry, cut out, and kiss you goodbye.
Do you want to be surrounded by kissing cowards or rock-ribbed soldiers of the cross garmented
with obedience who have your back? Cowardly, kissing Christians say, It is not my place to judge,
because they are too cowardly to confront sin. Confronting sin is not judging but loving! To watch
someone sin their way to hell is hatred and cowardly to the core! Look at this supernatural war:
People have been scarred by Satan, serial deception, and the surgeons of sin. People are mingled in
lifestyles of pantheism, paganism, an exploding satanism, black cat-smooching, crystal-rubbing, and
chicken bone-massaging witchcraft, transgenderism, serial fornication, homosexuality, and public
schools teach the gender-confusion curriculum. People are involved in corruption in the government
that defies description, state-supported and recreational murder (abortion), back-handed and
pistol-whipped addictions, and perpetual, pathological hatred and racism. Law will not stop murder,
adultery, stealing, rape, child sex trafficking, and government corruption (the least government is
the best government), but Christ can do that! You cannot legislate morality, immorality, and virtue.
Law, philosophy, poetry, positive thinking, and psychology cannot change you! Shelley, Keats,
Bryon, and Shakespeare cannot change you! Jesus can change you! The only solution is a blood
transfusion from the veins of the Lamb of God, translated, transformed, and reborn. This book
retards the deliverance ministry, which is the sneeze, cough, and vomit movement. People are
conjuring up, coughing up, and vomiting up Charismatic spirits and looking like utter fools,
satanically manifesting like godless pagans, sacrificing themselves to totem poles, a vomiting and
manifesting machine, the Manifesting Ministry Movement. The Hijacked Mind retards the
hyper-grace movement. If you teach a grace that forgives sin but does not produce repentance, you
are preaching from satanic literature. Grace, without repentance, is paganism. The love of God
without the wrath of God is Satan's theology. Love without law produces a secular humanist, and law
without love produces a Pharisee. The Hijacked Mind retards atheism. Atheism is ruled, riddled, and
retarded with ignorance. Atheism has never painted a portrait of a beautiful masterpiece. Atheism
has never dispelled hopelessness, worry, and fear. Atheism has never healed nor ever given peace of



mind. The Hijacked Mind shares the truth of Christ and the absolute existence of Christ. This book
shares the biblical truths about heaven and hell, and if you do not believe in heaven or hell, that is
because you worship your own back-porch philosophy and think your intellect supersedes the
knowledge of God and the truth.

farewell to god charles templeton: Sacred and Secular Tensions in Higher Education Michael
D. Waggoner, 2011-03 Sacred and secular worldviews have long held a place in U.S. higher
education, although non-religious perspectives have usually been privileged in the modern era. This
book illustrates the importance of cultivating multiple worldviews.

farewell to god charles templeton: Straight Answers to 35 Tough Questions Gordon
Kainer, 2017-07-18 Many years ago Bob Dylan wrote: The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
but we've learned that really important answers don't come that easily. Asking questions is a sign of
a healthy, growing faith, a faith that drives us deeper into God's Word. That's the reason God's first
question in the Old Testament is Where are you? while the first question the wise men ask in the
New Testament is Where is He? It's been observed that God answers just enough questions to get us
through the day, while leaving us with enough unanswered questions so we can look forward to
learning more tomorrow. This book is designed to deal with some of our most difficult questions or
troubling issues . . . from a biblical perspective. At times it may appear that some questions have no
answer, or maybe have more than one, or perhaps have answers that contradict each other. That's
one reason we're not only to confront knotty questions, but willingly accept God's unraveling
answers.

farewell to god charles templeton: Our Father Forsaken H] Sean Moon, 2019-11-04 Bold and
forceful in its condemnation of contemporary religion, Our Father Forsaken is a meticulously
researched work that demands the attention of all Jews and Christians who seek the truth. In 120
A.D., Marcion of Sinope, a charismatic preacher, appeared in Rome to reveal the hidden teachings of
Jesus. The real Jesus, according to Marcion, was a pure spirit sent from the highest God to free
mankind from the clutches of the evil God of the Old Testament, a lesser deity among the thousands
of celestial beings. The disparity between the God of Moses and the God of Jesus, Marcion
maintained, was obvious with rational comparison of Old and New Testaments.The God of the Old
Testament demanded an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, while Jesus said: Do not resist an
evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. Although Marcion
was drummed out of Rome in disgrace, his movement never died and it crystallized into the religion
of Freemasonry. In the 19th Century, Marcionism was embraced by the German rationalists and
made its way into contemporary Christianity. Such rationalists argued that the Torah had been
composed not by Moses but a host of sources and could not be accepted as authentic. The New
Testament, they argued, was equally unreliable. It was composed not by eyewitnesses but editors
and that the gospel accounts had been subjected to the process of myth-making. The theology of the
rationalists was taught in every leading Catholic and Protestant seminary in the United States. Since
the scriptures were contradictory and a product of primitive times, students of religion were taught
that Christian doctrine should be centered, on the social gospel—a gospel stripped of all
supernatural elements and all passages deemed offensive to modern sensibilities. The result has
been the creation of a religion that is devoid of the ambiguity and precariousness of life, of the awe
before the divine majesty, and the judgment before the ineffable holiness.

farewell to god charles templeton: Liberal Education, Civic Education, and the Canadian
Regime David W. Livingstone, 2015-10-01 Shortly after Canadian confederation, Thomas D'Arcy
McGee proclaimed that education was an essential condition of our political independence and that
its role was to form citizens for the new regime. Comparing this idea of education for citizenship, or
civic education, to the modern goals of education, Liberal Education, Civic Education, and the
Canadian Regime explores the founders' principles, their sources, and the challenges that threaten
their vision for Canada. The collection's first essays analyze the political thought of early Canadians
such as Brown, McGee, Ryerson, and Bourinot, while later chapters examine enduring principles of
liberal democracy derived from Aristotle, de Tocqueville, and Hobbes. The final chapters bring the




discussion forward to such topics as the decline of Canadian Catholic liberal arts colleges and the
emerging role of our Supreme Court as a self-appointed moral tutor. Moreover, as it deals with the
changing roles of universities in contemporary Canada, Liberal Education, Civic Education, and the
Canadian Regime engages current debates about the value and place of a traditional liberal
education and the consequences of turning our back on the concepts that inspired our founding
leaders. Considering whether Canada’s early documents and traditions can revive past debates and
shed light on contemporary issues, this highly original collection presents education as an essential
condition of our independence and asks whether current educational principles are threatening
Canadians’ capacity for self-government.

farewell to god charles templeton: The Merciful Law of Divine Synchronicity Orest Stocco,
2017-03-09 I was going on twenty-four and living in Annecy, France when it happened: a soul
moment so charged with energy that it changed the dynamic of my life...

farewell to god charles templeton: The Atheist's Fatal Flaw Norman L. Geisler, Daniel J.
McCoy, 2014-06-10 Most critiques of atheism focus on refuting head-on the claims of atheists.
Instead, this unique book faithfully represents what atheists say they believe and stands back to
watch as the natural inconsistencies in that worldview inevitably rise to the surface. Norman L.
Geisler, the apologetic giant of our time, is joined by Daniel J. McCoy, highlighting two
inconsistencies in particular. First they examine the atheist's assertion that God cannot exist
because there is evil in the world and that if God truly existed, he would intervene. These same
people then turn around and say any intervention on God's part would impose upon human
autonomy, and thus would be unjust. Second, these very interventions that would be considered
immoral if imposed upon the earth by God are lauded when they stem instead from some human
institution or authority. Geisler and McCoy highlight this kind of doublethink step by step, showing
readers how to identify such inconsistencies in atheistic arguments and refute them--or rather show
atheists how they refute themselves.

farewell to god charles templeton: Building Belief Chad V. Meister, 2009-06-01 It can be hard
to share faith with others, especially when people can't agree on whether there is even any actual
truth. With that in mind, Chad Meister has developed a simple, logical way for you to help others
move past relativism to a place where Christian belief makes sense: the Apologetics Pyramid. In
Building Belief, Meister leads you up each step of the pyramid, beginning where many find
themselves today--doubting if anything is really true. From there, he powerfully builds a case for
absolute truth, the existence of God, universal morals and values, the reliability and divine
inspiration of the Bible, the resurrection of Christ, and ultimately, the good news that Jesus is the
Son of God who offers salvation to the world.

farewell to god charles templeton: Walking Away from Faith Ruth Tucker, 2002 Why do some
people lose their faith?Why do some choose to abandon religious beliefs that were once meaningful
to them?And what happens when they do?In this no-holds-barred book, Ruth Tucker tackles the
tough questions about losing faith. Providing historical perspective, she looks at the stories of
prominent Christians, like Chuck Templeton and Billy Graham, who have struggled with faith. She
grapples with difficult philosophical and theological issues, exploring the intractable questions that
bring people to the point of losing faith--suffering, science, answer to prayer, hypocrisy in the
church, and more. Throughout the book, she explores the testimonies of some who have made the
choice to walk away--and some who have returned.Tucker writes not just as a detached observer but
as one who has also struggled with doubt and disappointment. In Walking Away from Faith, she
shares her from her experience and tells you why she continues to choose faith. Reading her story
and her interviews of others, you will find help for working through your own questions and doubts.
You will also find insight for ministering to your friends, family, coworkers and neighbors who
stumble between belief and unbelief.
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