
film bicentennial man 1999
film bicentennial man 1999 is a science fiction drama that explores profound themes of humanity,
identity, and the intersection of technology and emotion. Directed by Chris Columbus and based on
Isaac Asimov’s work, the movie stars Robin Williams as Andrew, a robot who embarks on a journey to
become more human over two centuries. The film combines elements of futuristic technology with
deep philosophical questions about what it means to be alive. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the film bicentennial man 1999, including its plot, cast, production background, themes,
critical reception, and legacy within the science fiction genre. Readers will gain insight into how this
film fits into the broader context of cinematic history and artificial intelligence narratives.
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Plot Summary of Film Bicentennial Man 1999
The film bicentennial man 1999 tells the story of Andrew Martin, a robot purchased by the Martin
family to perform household tasks. Unlike other robots, Andrew develops self-awareness, creativity,
and emotions over time. The narrative spans over two centuries, chronicling Andrew’s quest to
become human. He gradually acquires human traits, including the desire for freedom, the experience
of love, and the pursuit of mortality. The story is set in a future where robots serve humans, but
Andrew’s unique journey challenges societal norms about artificial intelligence and personhood.

Beginning: Andrew’s Awakening
Andrew starts as a standard domestic robot but soon exhibits unique traits such as curiosity and
artistic talent. His evolving personality causes both fascination and concern within the Martin family
and society at large. Early events highlight Andrew’s struggle to reconcile his robotic origins with his
emerging individuality.

Middle: Quest for Humanity
As Andrew interacts more deeply with humans, he seeks legal recognition as a person. This section of
the film explores his efforts to modify his physical form, including replacing robotic parts with



synthetic organs to appear more human. These changes symbolize Andrew’s deepening desire to
transcend his mechanical nature.

End: Acceptance and Mortality
The film culminates with Andrew being acknowledged as human by law, allowing him to experience
mortality. This final phase underscores the emotional and existential aspects of Andrew’s
transformation and raises questions about the essence of life and humanity.

Main Cast and Characters
The film bicentennial man 1999 features a talented ensemble cast that brings the complex narrative
to life. The characters are pivotal in illustrating the evolving relationship between humans and
artificial beings.

Robin Williams as Andrew Martin
Robin Williams delivers a nuanced performance as Andrew, capturing the robot’s gradual evolution
from mechanical servant to sentient being. His portrayal balances humor, vulnerability, and
philosophical depth, making Andrew a memorable and empathetic character.

Embeth Davidtz as Portia
Portia is the love interest of Andrew and plays a significant role in his emotional development. Embeth
Davidtz’s character represents human compassion and acceptance, key elements in Andrew’s journey
to humanity.

Supporting Characters
The Martin family and various legal and scientific figures in the film contribute to the narrative’s
exploration of societal responses to advanced robotics. These characters embody diverse attitudes
ranging from skepticism to admiration toward Andrew’s transformation.

Production and Direction
The creation of film bicentennial man 1999 involved notable contributions in direction, screenplay,
and technical execution. The production aimed to faithfully adapt Asimov’s story while making it
accessible to a broad audience.



Director Chris Columbus
Chris Columbus, known for his work on family and fantasy films, brought a sensitive and accessible
approach to the film bicentennial man 1999. His direction emphasizes emotional storytelling
alongside science fiction elements, ensuring the film’s themes resonate with viewers.

Screenplay and Adaptation
The screenplay was adapted from Isaac Asimov’s novelette “The Bicentennial Man” and the novel
“The Positronic Man.” The adaptation process involved condensing complex ideas about robotics and
ethics into a coherent screenplay that balanced drama and speculative fiction.

Visual Effects and Design
The film employed advanced visual effects for its time to portray Andrew’s robotic and human
transformations realistically. Makeup, animatronics, and CGI were integrated to depict the subtle
changes in Andrew’s physical and emotional state throughout the two-century timeline.

Themes and Philosophical Insights
The film bicentennial man 1999 explores several profound themes that challenge viewers to
reconsider the boundaries of humanity and consciousness.

Humanity and Identity
A central theme is the definition of what it means to be human. Andrew’s journey raises questions
about identity, self-awareness, and the soul. The film suggests that humanity is not limited to
biological factors but includes emotional depth, creativity, and personal growth.

Artificial Intelligence and Ethics
The film addresses ethical issues related to artificial intelligence, such as rights, freedom, and the
moral responsibilities of creators toward their creations. It highlights the potential for AI to develop
beyond programmed functions and the societal implications of this evolution.

Mortality and Legacy
Andrew’s desire to experience mortality underscores the human condition’s transient nature and the
search for meaning. The film contemplates how legacy and memory define existence beyond physical
life, even for an artificial being.



Critical Reception and Impact
Upon release, film bicentennial man 1999 received mixed reviews but was praised for its ambitious
storytelling and Robin Williams’ performance. Critics acknowledged the film’s thoughtful approach to
science fiction themes despite some pacing and narrative criticisms.

Box Office Performance
The film achieved moderate box office success, attracting audiences interested in science fiction and
drama genres. Its appeal was enhanced by the star power of Robin Williams and the emotional depth
of the story.

Critical Praise and Criticism
Reviewers generally commended the film’s exploration of complex themes and visual effects.
However, some critiques focused on the film’s tone, which fluctuated between sentimental and
speculative, and its adaptation challenges from the source material.

Awards and Nominations
Film bicentennial man 1999 received several nominations for its technical achievements and
performances, highlighting its contribution to science fiction cinema despite not securing major
awards.

Legacy and Influence in Science Fiction Cinema
The film bicentennial man 1999 holds a respected place in science fiction cinema, particularly for its
humanistic portrayal of artificial intelligence. It has influenced subsequent films and discussions about
AI in popular culture.

Influence on AI Narratives
The film’s portrayal of a robot’s quest for humanity has inspired other movies and literature that
explore similar themes, contributing to the evolving discourse on technology and personhood.

Continued Relevance
As advancements in AI and robotics accelerate, the film’s ethical and philosophical questions remain
pertinent. It continues to be referenced in debates about the rights and treatment of artificial beings.



Cultural Impact
Film bicentennial man 1999 has achieved a cult status among science fiction enthusiasts and is often
studied for its unique blend of emotional storytelling and speculative science, underscoring its lasting
impact on the genre.

Key Facts about Film Bicentennial Man 1999

Director: Chris Columbus

Lead Actor: Robin Williams

Based on works by Isaac Asimov

Genre: Science fiction, Drama

Release Year: 1999

Runtime: Approximately 132 minutes

Production Companies: Touchstone Pictures, Columbia Pictures

Themes: Artificial intelligence, Humanity, Identity, Mortality

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the film Bicentennial Man (1999)?
Bicentennial Man follows the story of Andrew, a robot who gradually acquires human traits and
emotions over two centuries, exploring themes of identity, humanity, and mortality.

Who stars in the film Bicentennial Man (1999)?
Robin Williams stars as Andrew, the robot, in Bicentennial Man, with supporting roles by Sam Neill,
Embeth Davidtz, and Oliver Platt.

Is Bicentennial Man based on a book or original screenplay?
Bicentennial Man is based on the novelette "The Bicentennial Man" and the novel "The Positronic
Man" by Isaac Asimov and Robert Silverberg.

What themes are explored in Bicentennial Man (1999)?
The film explores themes such as the nature of humanity, self-identity, freedom, love, mortality, and



the relationship between humans and technology.

How was Bicentennial Man received by critics and audiences?
Bicentennial Man received mixed reviews from critics, who praised Robin Williams' performance but
found the film's pacing and tone uneven. It has since gained a modest cult following.

What makes Bicentennial Man (1999) relevant today?
Bicentennial Man remains relevant as it addresses ongoing questions about artificial intelligence,
robotics, and what it means to be human in an increasingly technological world.

Additional Resources
1. Robot Visions by Isaac Asimov
This anthology collects many of Isaac Asimov’s robot short stories and essays, exploring the ethical
and philosophical questions surrounding artificial intelligence and robotics. It delves into the
complexities of human-robot interactions, much like the themes in "Bicentennial Man." Readers gain
insight into the evolution of robots from mere machines to entities with rights and emotions.

2. The Positronic Man by Isaac Asimov and Robert Silverberg
This novel, a novelization of the story that inspired "Bicentennial Man," follows Andrew, a robot
striving to become recognized as human. It explores his journey through self-discovery, legal
challenges, and societal acceptance. The book deeply investigates themes of identity, humanity, and
the meaning of life.

3. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick
Set in a post-apocalyptic future, this novel questions what it means to be human through the story of
Rick Deckard, a bounty hunter tasked with "retiring" rogue androids. The book inspired the film "Blade
Runner" and offers a philosophical look at empathy, consciousness, and artificial life. It provides an
intriguing counterpoint to the optimistic vision of robots in "Bicentennial Man."

4. I, Robot by Isaac Asimov
A collection of interconnected short stories, this book introduces Asimov’s famous Three Laws of
Robotics and explores various dilemmas faced by robots and humans. It lays the foundation for many
ethical debates about artificial intelligence, autonomy, and morality. The stories balance technical
ingenuity with profound human questions, resonating with themes in "Bicentennial Man."

5. Machines Like Me by Ian McEwan
This novel imagines an alternative 1980s London where synthetic humans exist, focusing on the
moral and emotional complexities of relationships between humans and artificial beings. It raises
questions about consciousness, love, and the rights of artificial persons. The book complements
"Bicentennial Man" by challenging readers to reconsider the boundaries of personhood.

6. Android Karenina by Ben H. Winters and Leo Tolstoy (adapted)
A steampunk reimagining of Tolstoy’s classic, this novel introduces androids into a 19th-century
Russian setting. It explores how technology and robotics disrupt societal norms and personal
relationships. The blend of classic literature and sci-fi themes offers a unique perspective on artificial
life and humanity.



7. Life 3.0: Being Human in the Age of Artificial Intelligence by Max Tegmark
This nonfiction work discusses the future of AI and its potential impact on society, ethics, and human
identity. Tegmark explores scenarios ranging from beneficial AI to existential risks, engaging with
questions similar to those raised in "Bicentennial Man." It provides a scientific and philosophical
framework for understanding AI’s role in our future.

8. How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe by Charles Yu
A metafictional novel blending science fiction tropes with a deeply human story about time travel,
memory, and identity. While not directly about robots, it shares thematic elements of self-
understanding and the quest for meaning. Its inventive narrative style complements the introspective
journey seen in "Bicentennial Man."

9. Ex Machina: The Art and Science of Artificial Intelligence by Matt Kaplan
This book offers an accessible overview of AI’s development, including ethical concerns and cultural
representations. It discusses how AI is portrayed in media and literature, providing context for films
like "Bicentennial Man." Readers interested in the real-world implications of AI will find this a
compelling companion read.
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  film bicentennial man 1999: The Twin Towers in Film Randy Laist, 2020-02-13 For thirty
years, the twin towers of the World Trade Center soared above the New York City skyline, eventually
becoming one of the most conspicuous symbolic structures in the world. They appeared in hundreds
of films, from Godspell and Death Wish to Trading Places, Ghostbusters and The Usual Suspects. The
politicians, architects and engineers who developed the towers sought to imbue them with a
powerful visual presence. The resulting buildings provided filmmakers with imposing set pieces
capable of conveying a range of moods and associations, from the sublime and triumphal to the
sinister and paranoid. While they stood, they captured the imagination of the world with their
enigmatic symbolism. In their dramatic destruction, they became icons of a history that is still being
written. Here viewed in the context of popular cinema, the twin towers are emblematic of how
architecture, film and narrative interact to express cultural aspirations and anxieties.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Classic Questions and Contemporary Film Dean A. Kowalski,
2015-08-24 Featuring significant revisions and updates, Classic Questions and Contemporary Film:
An Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd Edition uses popular movies as a highly accessible framework for
introducing key philosophical concepts Explores 28 films with 18 new to this edition, including
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Hotel Rwanda, V for Vendetta, and Memento Discusses
numerous philosophical issues not covered in the first edition, including a new chapter covering
issues of personal identity, the meaningfulness of life and death, and existentialism Offers a rich
pedagogical framework comprised of key classic readings, chapter learning outcomes, jargon-free
argument analysis, critical thinking and trivia questions, a glossary of terms, and textboxes with
notes on the movies discussed Revised to be even more accessible to beginning philosophers
  film bicentennial man 1999: The Digital Dystopias of Black Mirror and Electric Dreams
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Steven Keslowitz, 2020-01-10 This critical examination of two dystopian television series--Black
Mirror and Electric Dreams--focuses on pop culture depictions of technology and its impact on
human existence. Representations of a wide range of modern and futuristic technologies are
explored, from early portrayals of artificial intelligence (Rossum's Universal Robots, 1921) to digital
consciousness transference as envisioned in Black Mirror's San Junipero. These representations
reflect societal anxieties about unfettered technological development and how a world infused with
invasive artificial intelligence might redefine life and death, power and control. The impact of social
media platforms is considered in the contexts of modern-day communication and political
manipulation.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 1990s Science Fiction Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  film bicentennial man 1999: Architecture and Science-Fiction Film David T. Fortin,
2016-12-05 The home is one of our most enduring human paradoxes and is brought to light tellingly
in science-fiction (SF) writing and film. However, while similarities and crossovers between
architecture and SF have proliferated throughout the past century, the home is often overshadowed
by the spectacle of 'otherness'. The study of the familiar (home) within the alien (SF) creates a
unique cultural lens through which to reflect on our current architectural condition. SF has always
been linked with alienation; however, the conditions of such alienation, and hence notions of home,
have evidently changed. There is often a perceived comprehension of the familiar that atrophies the
inquisitive and interpretive processes commonly activated when confronting the unfamiliar. Thus, by
utilizing the estranging qualities of SF to look at a concept inherently linked to its perceived
opposite - the home - a unique critical analysis with particular relevance for contemporary
architecture is made possible.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Thinking Through Film Damian Cox, Michael Levine, 2011-09-26
THINKING THROUGH FILM Thinking Through Film provides the best introduction available to the
diverse relationships between film and philosophy. Clearly written and persuasively argued, it will
benefit students of both film and philosophy. Thomas E. Wartenberg, Mount Holyoke College, author
of Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy Cox and Levine’s admirable Thinking Through Film picks
up where Philosophy Goes to the Movies left off, arguing that films not only do philosophy but, in
some cases, do it better than philosophers! The result is a rich and rewarding examination of films –
from metaphysical thought experiments, personal identity puzzles, to reflections on the meaning of
life – that shows, in bracing, no-nonsense fashion, how popular cinema can do serious philosophy.
—Robert Sinnerbrink, Macquarie University Thinking Through Film: Doing Philosophy, Watching
Movies examines a broad range of philosophical issues though film, as well as issues about the
nature of film itself. Using film as a means of philosophizing, it combines the experience of viewing
films with the exploration of fundamental philosophical issues. It offers readers the opportunity to
learn about philosophy and film together in an engaging way, and raises philosophical questions
about films and the experience of films. Film is an extremely valuable way of exploring and
discussing topics in philosophy. Readers are introduced to a broad range of philosophical issues
though film, as well as to issues about the nature of film itself – a blend missing in most recent books
on philosophy and film. Cox and Levine bring a critical eye to philosophical-film discussions
throughout.
  film bicentennial man 1999: The Science Fiction Film in Contemporary Hollywood Evdokia
Stefanopoulou, 2023-07-27 The Science Fiction Film in Contemporary Hollywood focuses on the
American science fiction (SF) film during the period 2001-2020, in order to provide a theoretical
mapping of the genre in the context of Conglomerate Hollywood. Using a social semiotics approach
in a systematic corpus of films, the book argues that the SF film can be delineated by two semiotic
squares -the first one centering on the genre's more-than-human ontologies (SF bodies), and the
second one focusing on its imaginative worlds (SF worlds). Based on this theoretical framework, the
book examines the genre in six cycles, which are placed in their historical context, and are analyzed
in relation to cultural discourses, such as technological embodiment, race, animal-human relations,



environmentalism, global capitalism, and the techno-scientific Empire. By considering these cycles
-which include superhero films, creature films, space operas, among others-as expressions of the
genre's basic oppositions, the book facilitates the comparison and juxtaposition of films that have
rarely been discussed in tandem, offering a new perspective on the multiple articulations of the SF
film in the new millennium.
  film bicentennial man 1999: The Encyclopedia of Best Films Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23
This all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost experts on cinema provides
comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on. The work offers more than
5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent; five stars=masterpiece),
and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as well as many more that did
not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a listing of the cast as well
as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair stylist. Especially unique to
this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not a film is appropriate for
their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by studio lobbying, Nash
objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four recommendations for viewing:
recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter includes a list of top films by
genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as an annotated name index
listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death. Rounding out this essential
volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's private collection.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Psychoanalytic Perspectives on Virtual Intimacy and
Communication in Film Andrea Sabbadini, Ilany Kogan, Paola Golinelli, 2018-09-03 Psychoanalytic
Perspectives on Virtual Intimacy and Communication in Film brings together a group of
psychoanalysts to explore, through film, the new forms of communication, mainly the internet, that
enter more and more frequently into the affective lives of people, their intimacy and even the
analytic room. The contributors, all practising psychoanalysts, analyse the potential and surprising
transformations that human relationships, including psychoanalysis, are undergoing. At present, it is
difficult to value the future importance and predict the possible disquieting consequences of the use
and abuse of the new technologies; we run the risk of finding ourselves unprepared to face this
revolutionary transformation in human connections and affects. Will it be possible in a near future
that human beings prefer to fall in love with a machine gifted with a persuasive voice instead of a
psychoanalyst 'in person'? The contributors explore the idea that virtual intimacy could begin to
replace real life, in sentimental and psychoanalytic relationships. Imagination and fantasy may be
strengthened and may ultimately prevail over the body, excluding it entirely. Can the voice of the
analyst, sometimes transmitted only by telephone or computer, produce a good enough analytic
process as if it were in-person, or will it help to foster a process of idealisation and progressive
alienation from real life and connections with other human beings? The film Her (2013), alongside
others, offers a wonderful script for discussing this matter, because of the deep and thoughtful
examination of love and relationships in the contemporary world that it provides. Psychoanalytic
Perspectives on Virtual Intimacy and Communication in Film will be of great interest to all
psychoanalysts and psychoanalytic psychotherapists interested in the ongoing impact of technology
on human relationships.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Nightmare Movies Kim Newman, 2011-04-18 Now over twenty
years old, the original edition of Nightmare Movies has retained its place as a true classic of cult film
criticism. In this new edition, Kim Newman brings his seminal work completely up-to-date, both
reassessing his earlier evaluations and adding a second part that assess the last two decades of
horror films with all the wit, intelligence and insight for which he is known. Since the publication of
the first edition, horror has been on a gradual upswing, and taken a new and stronger hold over the
film industry. Newman negotiates his way through a vast back-catalogue of horror, charting the
on-screen progress of our collective fears and bogeymen from the low budget slasher movies of the
60s, through to the slick releases of the 2000s, in a critical appraisal that doubles up as a
genealogical study of contemporary horror and its forebears. Newman invokes the figures that fuel



the ongoing demand for horror - the serial killer; the vampire; the werewolf; the zombie - and draws
on his remarkable knowledge of the genre to give us a comprehensive overview of the modern myths
that have shaped the imagination of multiple generations of cinema-goers. Nightmare Movies is an
invaluable companion that not only provides a newly updated history of the darker side of film but a
truly entertaining guide with which to discover the less well-trodden paths of horror, and re-discover
the classics with a newly instructed eye.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction Cinema M. Keith Booker,
2020-06-15 In the years since Georges Méliès’s Le voyage dans la lune (A Trip to the Moon) was
released in 1902, more than 1000 science fiction films have been made by filmmakers around the
world. The versatility of science fiction cinema has allowed it to expand into a variety of different
markets, appealing to age groups from small children to adults. The technical advances in
filmmaking technology have enabled a new sophistication in visual effects. This second edition of
Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction Cinema contains a chronology, an introduction, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 400 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, films, companies, techniques, themes, and subgenres. This book is an excellent
resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about science fiction cinema.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Sound for Moving Pictures Neil Hillman, 2021-04-26 Sound
for Moving Pictures presents a new and original sound design theory called the Four Sound Areas
framework, offering a conceptual template for constructing, deconstructing and communicating all
types of motion picture soundtracks; and a way for academics and practitioners to better understand
and utilize the deeper, emotive capabilities available to all filmmakers through the thoughtful use of
sound design. The Four Sound Areas framework presents a novel approach to sound design that
enables the reader to more fully appreciate audience emotions and audience engagement, and
provides a flexible, practical model that will allow professionals to more easily create and
communicate soundtracks with greater emotional significance and meaning. Of obvious benefit to
sound specialists, as well as motion picture professionals such as film producers, directors and
picture editors, Sound for Moving Pictures also provides valuable insight for others interested in the
subject; such as those involved with teaching soundtrack analysis, or those researching the wider
topics of film studies and screen writing.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Named and Shamed Chris Tookey, 2010-11-01 Author
Christopher Tookey and a host of critics, from the celebrated to the obscure, provide feedback on
some of the biggest films to have reached our screens, indexed by actor or actress and presented
alphabetically.Many of the most famous people of the last 100 years are here, from Woody Allen to
Will Ferrell and Andrew Lloyd Webber to Julia Roberts. No celebrity is left unscathed, with short
one-liner comments to paragraph reviews, such as:“To my eye, [Daniel] Radcliffe still looks like the
teenage offspring of Hitler and a gay owl.”(Robbie Collin, News of the World)Christoper takes
inspiration from books including Diana Rigg’s No Turn Unstoned and Matthew Parris’ Scorn. Named
& Shamed is guaranteed to make you laugh at least once per page and will appeal greatly to the
general reader and in particular to all film fans.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Contemporary North American Film Directors Yoram Allon,
Del Cullen, Hannah Patterson, 2002 Encompassing the careers of up to 600 directors - over 60 new
to this edition - working in the US and Canada today, this volume is an invaluable reference for
students, researchers and enthusiasts of film and popular culture. Each entry provides biographical
information as well as insightful textual and thematic analysis of the director's work. In
comprehensively covering a wide range of film-makers - from more established mainstream
luminaries such as Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, Ridley Scott and Kathryn Bigelow, through
independent mavericks like Hal Hartley, Atom Egoyan, Jim Jarmusch and the Coen brothers, to
innovative emerging talents including Marc Forster (Monster's Ball), Todd Field (In the Bedroom)
and David Gordon Green (George Washington) - the shifting landscape of contemporary film-making
is brought into sharp focus. Sur la 4e de couv.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Tookey's Turkeys Christopher Tookey, 2015-03-28 Tookey’s



Turkeys identifies the worst 144 movies of the last 25 years. Christopher Tookey has seen at least
10,000 films. For eight years, he was TV and then film critic for theSunday Telegraph. For twenty
years, he was sole film critic for the Daily Mail and the world’s most popular internet newspaper,
Mail Online. In 2013, he won the award Arts Reviewer of the Year from the London Press Club. This
is a book about 144 of Christopher’s least favourite movies. In his opinion, the movies we hate tell us
as much about present-day culture as our favourites. All offer insights into the mindset of those who
made or commissioned them. Virtually all make us aware of things we might rather not know about
our “culture” and “values”, or lack thereof. Technically, movies are more advanced than ever before;
yet, paradoxically, seldom have so many wrongheaded movies been made. And never have they
plumbed the depths of ineptitude, depravity and risibility that they have over the last 25 years. The
choice of films Christopher has disliked over the past two and a half decades may be controversial.
Some movies he finds ridiculous have achieved critical acclaim. A few have won Oscars. But the fact
that The Da Vinci Code, The Hangover II and Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith are among
the most commercially successful movies of all time should not disguise the fact that they are also, in
his opinion, bloody awful. Tookey’s Turkeys will appeal greatly to the general reader and in
particular to all film fans, including those who have followed Christopher’s reviews over the years. In
a companion volume, Tookey’s Talkies, Christopher has written about the best 144 films that he has
seen over the same period. Featured in The Bookseller, March 2015 Non-Fiction picks, Film, TV &
the Performing Arts.
  film bicentennial man 1999: The Palgrave Handbook of Posthumanism in Film and
Television Michael Hauskeller, Curtis D. Carbonell, Thomas D. Philbeck, 2016-01-13 What does
popular culture's relationship with cyborgs, robots, vampires and zombies tell us about being
human? Insightful scholarly perspectives shine a light on how film and television evince and portray
the philosophical roots, the social ramifications and the future visions of a posthumanist world.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Alternate Americas M. Keith Booker, 2006-02-28 For more than
50 years, science fiction films have been among the most important and successful products of
American cinema, and are worthy of study for that reason alone. On a deeper level, the genre has
reflected important themes, concerns and developments in American society, so that a history of
science fiction film also serves as a cultural history of America over the past half century. M. Keith
Booker has selected fifteen of the most successful and innovative science fiction films of all time, and
examined each of them at length—from cultural, technical and cinematic perspectives—to see where
they came from and what they meant for the future of cinema and for America at large. From
Invasion of the Body Snatchers to Star Wars, from Blade Runner to The Matrix, these landmark films
have expressed our fears and dreams, our abilities and our deficiencies. In this deep-seeking
investigation, we can all find something of ourselves that we recognize, as well as something that
we've never recognized before. The focus on a fairly small number of landmark films allows detailed
attention to genuinely original movies, including: Forbidden Planet, Invasion of the Body Snatchers,
2001: A Space Odyssey, Planet of the Apes, Star Wars, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Alien,
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Blade Runner, The Terminator, Robocop, The Abyss, Independence Day,
and The Matrix. This book is ideal for general readers interested in science fiction and film.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Famous Wisconsin Film Stars Kristin Gilpatrick, 2002 From
Agnes Morehead to the Zucker Brothers, Wisconsin has produced a large cast of film stars. They
include serious actors like Spencer Tracy and Gena Rowlands; comics like Chris Farley and Gene
Wilder; and directors like Orson Wells and Nicholas Ray.
  film bicentennial man 1999: Leonard Maltin's 2015 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin, 2014-09-02
NEARLY 16,000 ENTRIES INCLUDING 300+ NEW ENTRIES AND MORE THAN 13,000 DVD
LISTINGS Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy
Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2015 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to



forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW: • Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with 300+ new entries • More than 25,000
DVD and video listings • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos MORE: • Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 • Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB • Exact running times—an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited • Reviews of little-known sleepers,
foreign films, rarities, and classics • Leonard’s personal list of Must-See Movies • Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white • Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format • Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated index of leading actors
  film bicentennial man 1999: Leonard Maltin's 2013 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2012-09-04 NEW More than 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with more than 300 new entries NEW
More than 13,000 DVD and 13,000 video listings NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online
sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos NEW Completely updated index of leading
performers MORE Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB MORE Exact running times—an invaluable guide
for recording and for discovering which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known
sleepers, foreign films, rarities, and classics AND Leonard's personal list of fifty notable debut
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