
ethical dilemmas in healthcare
ethical dilemmas in healthcare arise when medical professionals face situations where moral
principles conflict, making decision-making complex and challenging. These dilemmas often involve
balancing patient autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, and justice, which are foundational
principles in medical ethics. Healthcare providers must navigate these conflicts while ensuring
quality care, respecting patient rights, and adhering to legal and professional standards.
Understanding the various types of ethical dilemmas in healthcare is crucial for practitioners,
administrators, and policymakers alike. This article explores common ethical challenges in clinical
settings, examines patient confidentiality concerns, discusses end-of-life care decisions, and
highlights resource allocation issues. By analyzing these topics, the article aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the ethical landscape in modern healthcare environments.
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Common Ethical Challenges in Clinical Practice
Ethical dilemmas in healthcare frequently occur in everyday clinical settings where healthcare
professionals must make difficult decisions. These challenges often emerge from conflicts between
ethical principles, patient wishes, and clinical judgment.

Balancing Autonomy and Beneficence
One of the most frequent ethical dilemmas involves balancing respect for patient autonomy with the
healthcare provider’s duty to promote beneficence. Patients have the right to make decisions about
their own care, but sometimes those decisions may not align with what clinicians believe is medically
best.

Informed Consent Issues
Obtaining informed consent is a critical ethical obligation, but it can become complicated when
patients have limited understanding, cognitive impairments, or language barriers. Ensuring that
consent is truly informed and voluntary requires careful communication and ethical sensitivity.



Dealing with Medical Errors
Medical errors present an ethical dilemma regarding transparency and responsibility. Healthcare
providers must decide how and when to disclose errors to patients, balancing honesty with the
potential impact on trust and legal consequences.

Patient Confidentiality and Privacy Issues
Maintaining patient confidentiality is a cornerstone of healthcare ethics, but it can create ethical
dilemmas when confidentiality conflicts with other ethical duties or legal requirements.

Confidentiality vs. Duty to Warn
Healthcare providers sometimes face situations where breaching confidentiality may be necessary to
prevent harm to the patient or others. This conflict between maintaining privacy and the duty to
warn can be ethically and legally complex.

Handling Electronic Health Records
The widespread use of electronic health records (EHRs) has increased concerns about data security
and unauthorized access. Ethical dilemmas arise over protecting sensitive patient information while
ensuring accessibility for appropriate care.

Confidentiality in Mental Health Care
Mental health treatment involves particularly sensitive information, and ethical dilemmas often arise
regarding disclosure, especially when patients pose a danger to themselves or others.

End-of-Life Care and Decision-Making
End-of-life care represents one of the most profound areas where ethical dilemmas in healthcare
emerge, involving decisions about treatment continuation, palliative care, and patient dignity.

Advance Directives and Patient Wishes
Respecting advance directives and living wills is essential, but conflicts can occur when family
members or healthcare teams disagree with the patient’s documented wishes, creating ethical
tension.



Withholding and Withdrawing Treatment
Deciding when to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining treatment raises ethical questions about the
value of life, patient suffering, and quality of life considerations. These decisions require careful
deliberation and respect for patient autonomy.

Physician-Assisted Dying
In jurisdictions where physician-assisted dying is legal, healthcare providers face ethical dilemmas
balancing respect for patient autonomy with professional and personal moral beliefs.

Resource Allocation and Healthcare Equity
Ethical dilemmas in healthcare also arise from the need to allocate limited resources fairly and
equitably, especially in public health crises or underfunded systems.

Rationing Care
When resources such as ICU beds, medications, or organ transplants are scarce, clinicians must
make difficult choices about who receives care, raising questions about fairness and justice.

Healthcare Disparities
Systemic inequities in healthcare access and outcomes present ethical challenges requiring
attention to social determinants of health and policies aimed at reducing disparities.

Cost vs. Benefit Considerations
Balancing the cost of treatments with expected benefits is an ongoing ethical dilemma, especially
when expensive interventions offer limited improvements in quality of life.

Ethical Considerations in Emerging Medical
Technologies
Rapid advances in medical technology introduce new ethical dilemmas in healthcare related to
innovation, patient safety, and informed consent.

Genetic Testing and Privacy
Genetic testing offers significant diagnostic and predictive benefits but raises ethical concerns about
privacy, discrimination, and the implications of genetic information for patients and families.



Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare
The integration of artificial intelligence (AI) in diagnostics and treatment planning creates ethical
questions about accountability, transparency, and the potential for bias in AI algorithms.

Experimental Treatments and Clinical Trials
Offering experimental therapies involves ethical considerations about patient consent, risk-benefit
analysis, and the equitable selection of trial participants.

Balancing innovation with patient safety

Ensuring informed consent for new technologies

Addressing potential inequalities in access to cutting-edge treatments

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common ethical dilemmas faced by healthcare
professionals?
Common ethical dilemmas in healthcare include end-of-life decisions, patient confidentiality,
informed consent, allocation of limited resources, and balancing patient autonomy with medical
advice.

How can healthcare providers address conflicts between
patient autonomy and medical recommendations?
Healthcare providers can address these conflicts by engaging in open and empathetic
communication, ensuring patients are fully informed, respecting their values and preferences, and
seeking ethical consultations when needed.

What role does informed consent play in resolving ethical
dilemmas in healthcare?
Informed consent is crucial as it ensures patients understand the risks, benefits, and alternatives of
treatments, enabling them to make autonomous decisions, which helps prevent ethical conflicts
related to patient rights and medical interventions.

How do healthcare professionals navigate resource allocation



during crises like pandemics?
During crises, healthcare professionals often follow ethical frameworks prioritizing fairness,
maximizing benefits, and transparency to allocate scarce resources such as ICU beds or ventilators,
while striving to minimize bias and uphold justice.

What ethical challenges arise from maintaining patient
confidentiality in the digital age?
Maintaining patient confidentiality is challenged by electronic health records, data breaches, and
information sharing between providers, requiring robust security measures, clear policies, and
ongoing staff training to protect patient privacy.

Additional Resources
1. Principles of Biomedical Ethics
This foundational text by Tom L. Beauchamp and James F. Childress explores the core principles
underlying ethical decision-making in healthcare, including autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence,
and justice. It provides a comprehensive framework for analyzing complex ethical dilemmas faced by
healthcare professionals. The book is widely used in medical ethics courses and serves as a guide for
clinicians navigating moral challenges.

2. Ethics in Health Administration: A Practical Approach for Decision Makers
Authored by Eileen E. Morrison, this book addresses the ethical issues that healthcare
administrators encounter daily. It blends theory with real-world case studies to illustrate how ethical
principles apply to organizational decision-making. The text emphasizes the importance of ethical
leadership and policy development in healthcare settings.

3. Clinical Ethics: A Practical Approach to Ethical Decisions in Clinical Medicine
Edited by Albert R. Jonsen, Mark Siegler, and William J. Winslade, this book offers practical
guidance for resolving ethical conflicts in clinical practice. It includes case studies and decision-
making tools that help clinicians balance competing interests and values. The text is designed to aid
healthcare providers in making ethically sound choices in patient care.

4. Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine: Contemporary Readings in Biomedical Ethics
Edited by Bonnie Steinbock, this anthology compiles influential essays and case studies on a wide
range of ethical topics in healthcare. It covers issues such as end-of-life care, genetic testing, and
resource allocation. The book encourages critical thinking and dialogue among students and
professionals about the moral complexities of medicine.

5. Medical Ethics: Accounts of Ground-Breaking Cases
This book by Gregory Pence presents detailed analyses of landmark medical ethics cases that have
shaped policy and practice. Each case is examined with attention to the ethical principles involved
and the broader societal implications. It provides readers with a historical perspective on how
ethical standards evolve in healthcare.

6. Ethics and Professionalism: A Guide for the Physician Assistant
Written by Barry Cassidy, this guide specifically addresses ethical challenges encountered by
physician assistants. It highlights the importance of professionalism, patient confidentiality, and



informed consent. The book offers practical advice for managing dilemmas in fast-paced clinical
environments.

7. Healthcare Ethics: Critical Issues for the 21st Century
Edited by Eileen E. Morrison, this collection explores contemporary ethical challenges in healthcare,
including technological advancements and cultural diversity. It provides insight into policy debates
and ethical theories relevant to modern medical practice. The book is intended for students,
clinicians, and healthcare policymakers.

8. Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions
By Carol Levine, this book examines the ethical responsibilities of various health professionals and
the interplay between individual and institutional ethics. It discusses topics such as patient rights,
informed consent, and professional integrity. The text encourages multidisciplinary collaboration to
address ethical dilemmas effectively.

9. Conflicts in Care: Ethics and Decision Making in the ICU
This book delves into the particularly challenging ethical issues faced in intensive care units, such as
end-of-life decisions and resource limitations. It combines case studies with ethical analysis to
provide a nuanced understanding of critical care dilemmas. The book is a valuable resource for ICU
clinicians, ethicists, and healthcare teams.
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  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Health Care Ethics and the Law Donna K. Hammaker,
Thomas M. Knadig, Jonathan D. Gomberg, 2022-11-28 Health Care Ethics and the Law bridges
research and practice, reflecting real-world knowledge of the health industry and government
agencies. It covers basic ethical principles and practical applications of ethics and the law in the
world of health care delivery and practice--
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Nursing & Healthcare Ethics - E-Book Simon Robinson,
Owen Doody, 2021-03-08 Now in its sixth edition, this highly popular text covers the range of ethical
issues affecting nurses and other healthcare professionals. Authors Simon Robinson and Owen
Doody take a holistic and practical approach, focused in the dialogue of ethical decision making and
how this connects professional, leadership and governance ethics in the modern healthcare
environment. This focuses on the responsibility of professionals and leaders, and the importance of
shared responsibility in the practice of healthcare. With a foreword by the eminent medical ethicist
Alastair Campbell, the revised edition includes contemporary topics, such as the duty of candour,
recent cases, such as the Mid Staffs scandal, and ethical perspectives on vulnerable groups, such as;
persons with intellectual/learning disability, dementia and those with an enduring mental illness. It
builds on professional identity and personal development as part of ongoing learning, individual and
organizational, and provides interactive ways that helps the reader to develop reflective ethical
practice. This text aims to enable ethical engagement with the ever changing healthcare
environment, and is a must-have for anyone serious about ethics in healthcare. - Holistic and
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practice relevant approach - New perspectives on vulnerable groups, such as persons with
intellectual/learning disability, dementia and those with an enduring mental illness - Descriptive
(including moral psychology) as well as normative ethical theory - Promoting dialogue and
engagement with practice, practitioners, patients and families - Development of professional ethical
skills - Connecting professional ethics to leadership, governance and social ethics - Highly accessible
format - Case studies/Scenarios presented within chapters and pause for thought exercises to
promote dialogue and engagement - Suitable for pre/post registration nurses, students, health care
professionals
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethical Challenges in the Management of Health
Information Laurinda B. Harman, 2006 Reference for clinicians and healthcare information
management professionals, addressing the multifaceted ethical challenges of working with sensitive
health information in an ethical way. Features Web site addresses for additional resources, real-life
scenarios, and a consistent structure that reinforces the material.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Medical Ethics For Dummies Jane Runzheimer, Linda
Johnson Larsen, 2010-12-07 A practical, insightful guide to the moral and ethical standards of
healthcare Succeeding in the healthcare field means more than just making a diagnosis and writing
a prescription. Healthcare professionals are responsible for convincing patients and their family
members of the best course of action and treatments to follow, while knowing how to make the right
moral and ethical choices, and so much more. Unlike daunting and expensive texts, Medical Ethics
For Dummies offers an accessible and affordable course supplement for anyone studying medical or
biomedical ethics. • Follows typical medical and biomedical ethics courses • Covers real ethical
dilemmas doctors, nurses and other healthcare workers may face • Includes moral issues
surrounding stem cell research, genetic engineering, euthanasia, and more Packed with helpful
information, Medical Ethics For Dummies arms aspiring medical professionals with the philosophical
and practical foundation for advancing in a field where critical ethical and moral decisions need to
be rapidly and convincingly made.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals
George D. Pozgar, 2014-12-03 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, Fourth Edition is a
concise and practical guide to legal and ethical dilemmas facing healthcare professionals in the
real-world today. Thoroughly updated and featuring new case studies, this dynamic text will help
students to better understand the issues they will face on the job and the implications in the legal
arena. With contemporary topics, real-world examples, and accessible language, this comprehensive
text offers students an applied perspective and the opportunity to develop critical thinking skills.
Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals provides an effective transition from the classroom
to the reality of a clinical environment. Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, Fourth
Edition provides the reader with a clear understanding of the law and ethics as they relate to health
care dilemmas and the proper foundation to make good decisions in the delivery of patient care. The
practical application of ethic
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethical Dilemmas in Pediatrics Lorry R. Frankel, Amnon
Goldworth, Mary V. Rorty, William A. Silverman, 2009-08-20 Children in precarious health present
particular problems for healthcare professionals because of their intimate relation to their family,
and because of the family's need to provide major long-term source of support and to be actively
involved in the decisions about their children's care. This collection of cases and commentaries in
pediatrics highlights the difficult ethical dilemmas that can arise during high-tech hospital care of
children in precarious circumstances. It serves as a teaching tool for clinical ethics and as an
introduction for medical students and residents. Clinical cases are described in detail by the
physicians involved, who focus on the ethical issues arising during treatment. Each case is then
commented on in detail by a philosopher or other bioethicist. It thus serves well as an introduction
to contemporary clinical bioethics, but with a firm grounding in the practicalities of real-life
pediatric care in the hospital setting.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethical Challenges in Health Care Vicki D. Lachman,



2009-06-15 Designated a Doody's Core Title! /span Lachman successfully addresses the most
important topics in health care ethics in this volume...The 20 chapters are divided logically and
proceed onward from those dealing with the evolution of the philosophical basis for personal and
organizational ethics...This text would be a highly useful resource for both undergraduate- and
graduate-level health care ethics courses... Summing Up: Recommended. --Choice This book is
written for 'all healthcare professionals,' from those providing healthcare services to those
administrating healthcare organizations. [It] offers a detailed account of the concept of moral
courage within the context of healthcare delivery?.[and] offers clarity and advice on numerous
ethical problems. --Doody's Stand up for what you believe in, even if it means standing alone.
-Nelson Mandela As a health professional or health care leader, have you ever: Had to address the
problem of uninsured patients in your hospital? Had to deliver bad news to patients and families?
Wanted to report an unethical colleague? If so, you need this book on your bookshelf. Health care
managers and professionals face serious ethical dilemmas like these every day. This book provides
the knowledge, insight, strategies, and encouragement necessary for developing moral courage in
health care practice, even in the face of adversity. Lachman outlines both personal and
organizational strategies to help nurses, physicians, physical therapists, and health care leaders
develop moral courage, and face difficult ethical challenges in health care practice and management
head-on. Lachman presents numerous, real-life case examples to illustrate skills and opportunities
for developing moral courage in the workplace. Also included are tips for executives on how to
develop their ethical leadership skills. Key Features: Presents guidelines for developing moral
courage for organization leaders as well as for individual practitioners Discusses topics of critical
concern to nurses and physicians, including patient autonomy, informed consent, and the
importance of truth-telling Highlights pressing issues for health care leaders, including the
uninsured in America, managing disruptive practitioners, and promoting patient safety Includes
guidelines for standing up and speaking out against unethical practices Reiterates Key Points to
Remember at the end of each chapter
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professions - E-Book
Elsevier Inc, 2023-04-17 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 in Medicolegal Issues**Learn
how to handle the legal and ethical challenges you will encounter in healthcare practice!
Comprehensive yet easy to understand, Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, 5th
Edition provides a guide to legal concepts and ethical principles and how they are applied in
common healthcare scenarios. Content includes key topics such as the legal system, bioethical
issues, employment laws, torts, and medical malpractice and liability, as well as current issues such
as medical marijuana, the opioid crisis, gender identity, and public health and immunization policies.
Questions in each chapter ask you to think critically as you relate concepts to real-world situations.
Updated to meet the needs of today's workplace, this text prepares you to fulfill the moral and
professional responsibilities of the healthcare provider. - Case studies reflect the issues faced in a
variety of healthcare settings. - Specialty practice cases provide practical application of legal and
ethical issues in specialties such as medical assisting, MIBC, and pharm tech. - What If? boxes
present ethical dilemmas and help you apply concepts to real-life scenarios. - Internet Activities at
the end of every chapter suggest related topics for further research and study. - Chapter objectives
and key terms are listed at the beginning of each chapter, providing learning goals and definitions of
important terminology. - Relate to Practice boxes help you respond to situations that may occur in
healthcare practice. - Self-Reflection Questions challenge you to analyze and evaluate various legal
and ethical issues. - NEW! Mandatory Reporting and Public Duties in Healthcare chapter covers
public health law, including the role of state and federal health agencies in managing infectious
diseases, emergencies, chronic diseases, and injury prevention. - NEW! Conflict Management
chapter addresses aspects of this important workplace topic.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Quick Look Nursing Kathleen Ouimet Perrin, James McGhee,
2008-07-08 Ethics in an Accessible, Enjoyable Format! Quick Look Nursing: Ethics and Conflict,
Second Edition presents ethical issues and case studies from the perspective of nurses. What should



a nurse do when patients, family, and physicians have varying perspectives on what care should be
provided? When and how should a nurse intervene to protect an elderly person from a hazardous
living situation? Nurses have a compelling interest in ethics because of their unique position in the
healthcare system. This text will help readers prepare for the ethical dilemmas of health care and
participate in the debate about how health care should be delivered in today’s complex environment.
Specific topics include: Justic in the allocation of health care services (including nursing services)
Patient safety addressed with a discussion of how to respond to errors made by members of the
health care team Issues inherent in group decision making for a patient Important pedagogical
features: Critical thinking questions and multiple case studies are found in each chapter Quick look
at chapter ahead Highlighted key points NCLEX-Style Questions!
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethics Leathard, Audrey, McLaren, Susan, 2007-01-10 While
ethics has been addressed in the health care literature, relatively little attention has been paid to the
subject in the field of social care. This book redresses the balance by examining theory, research,
policy and practice in both fields. The analysis is set within the context of contemporary challenges
facing health and social care, not only in Britain but internationally. Contributors from the UK, US
and Australia consider ethical issues in health and social care research and governance;
interprofessional and user perspectives; ethics in relation to human rights, the law, finance,
management and provision; key issues of relevance to vulnerable groups such as children and young
people, those with complex disabilities, older people and those with mental health problems and
lifecourse issues - ethical perspectives on a range of challenging areas from new technologies of
reproduction to euthanasia. This book is intended for academics, students and researchers in health
and social care who need an up-to-date analysis of contemporary issues and debates. It will also be
useful to practitioners in the public, private and voluntary sectors, including social workers,
community workers, those working in the fields of disability and mental health and with older
people.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals with
Navigate Advantage Access George D. Pozgar, 2023-03-31 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health
Professionals, 6th Edition, has been designed to assist the reader in a more comfortable transition
from the didactics of the classroom to the practical application in the workplace. The 6th Edition
provides the reader with a clearer understanding of how the law and ethics are intertwined as they
relate to health care dilemmas. The 6th Edition, as with previous editions, has been designed to
introduce the reader to various ethical–legal issues and should not be considered an in-depth or
comprehensive review of a particular ethical–legal issue. The book is a call to arms to do good
things, to stand out from the crowd, because acts of caring, compassion, and kindness often go
unnoticed.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethical Dilemmas in Health Care Helen Rehr, 1978
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethical Dilemmas in Allied Health Janine Marie Idziak,
2000 Ethical Dilemmas in Allied Health is a textbook that presents the theories and principles of
ethical behavior as they arise in the context of concrete moral dilemmas in health care settings.
Using case studies that draw learners into a real-life contemporary dilemma, the author clearly
assists the allied health student in understanding the various viewpoints that come to bear on the
situation as well as ethical principles that the student can refer to in making decisions about the
case. By drawing on both the rich literature in the ethics field from all major religious and medical
groups as well as her extensive experience with ethics committees in a wide range of health care
organizations, the author has written a book that is current, practical, readable and has the ability to
engage the reader.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Humanity at the Heart of Practice Jane Neuenschwander,
Beverly J. Whelton, 2019-05-03 Humans are the only beings in the world who are concerned with
what ought to be done. They perceive the impact of another human’s action as good or evil, moral or
immoral. Healthcare is humans caring for other vulnerable humans and ethics evaluates the way
humans treat each other, so follows logically that this book about ethical decision-making in



healthcare uses humanity as its organizing structure. The book begins by considering values and
good reasoning. Philosophy is concerned with what can be known through the power of human
reason, so we need to consider what it is to know, to grasp concepts and to use good reasoning to
make arguments. It then discusses what it is to be a being in the world, looking at both nature and
human nature, and considers the professional and the patient. The volume then explores making
good ethical choices and the use of theoretical ethics to evaluate what the good choice is. It also
details issues at the beginning and end of life and concerns related to healthcare as a business. It
will allow the reader to make decisions in moral situations through the application of principles of
philosophical ethics, to understand the foundations of the philosophical principles they find
compatible with their personal informal moral development, and to resolve ethical dilemmas into
their essential components using a provided framework to make clear the conflicting values,
policies, or principles to move to a principle-based solution.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Health Care Ethics Eileen E. Morrison, Rachel Ellison,
2025-01-07 Focused on today’s critical issues from an ethical standpoint, Health Care Ethics:
Critical Issues for the 21st Century, Fifth Edition brings together the insights of a diverse panel of
leading experts in the fields of bioethics, long-term care, and health administration, and more, to
examine the key issues for individuals, organizations, and society. The early chapters of this
thought-provoking book offer readers a solid understanding of healthcare ethics. They cover the
fundamental principles and theories that underpin healthcare ethics. Later chapters shift the focus
to the pressing issues of our time, such as autonomy, the patient's right to choose, health inequities,
health inequality, COVID-19, and ethical decision-making. These chapters also introduce the ethical
theories, their application, and the principles that guide them.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Clinical Ethics Albert R. Jonsen, Mark Siegler, William J.
Winslade, 2010-05-18 Make the right choice when facing the ethical issues that arise in clinical
practice with this proven, trusted approach Solve everyday ethical problems with: The Four Topics
Method: An easy approach used to identify, analyze, and resolve ethical problems in clinical
medicine Numerous concise, illustrative case examples Current opinion on today's most
controversial issues such as physician-assisted death, genetic testing and screening, and stem-celled
transplantation Ethical considerations in research trials, palliative care, and other growing medical
areas Practical coverage of all the important legal issues One the most-trusted guides to ethical
healthcare
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: The Tracks We Leave: Ethics and Management Dilemmas in
Healthcare, Fourth Edition Frankie Perry, RN, 2024-06-11 The Tracks We Leave provides practical
guidance for navigating the multifaceted ethical dilemmas that healthcare managers encounter. The
book begins by discussing a healthcare manager's ethical responsibilities and presenting the
business case for ethics management. The ensuing cases and discussions reflect the typical
challenges faced by healthcare executives, such as medical errors, physician impairment, coworker
conflict, gender discrimination, staff shortages, and clinician burnout. The book emphasizes the
clear correlation between ethics and management, along with the need for managers to consider
ethical implications when making management decisions. This revised edition features five new
chapters that examine ethics surrounding topics such as: Technology in support of remote patient
care and remote work The responsibility of senior healthcare management to create an ethical
culture The COVID-19 pandemic and preparation for the next crisis The conclusion of the book
provides closure to the cases by identifying the consequences of the management actions taken in
each instance. It also contains an ethics self-assessment that identifies areas for improvement.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Health Care Ethics: Critical Issues for the 21st Century
Eileen E. Morrison, 2008-03-20 .
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Resolving Ethical Dilemmas Bernard Lo, 2009-01-01 This
timely resource offers clinicians expert guidance in approaching a wide range of ethical dilemmas
and developing an action plan. This edition includes a new chapter on ethical issues in cross-cultural
medicine and new material on conscientious objection by physicians in reproductive health and



other areas.
  ethical dilemmas in healthcare: Ethics in Nursing Practice Sara Fry, Megan-Jane Johnstone,
2002-09-17 The International Council of Nurses is an internationally recognised body that considers
nursing issues in detail before putting forward best practice. .This publication from the ICN draws
upon everyday ethical dilemmas in nursing practice and responds to the realities of nursing and
health care in a changing society. It includes the ICN's reviewed Guidelines for Nursing Research
and promotes international standards for individual nurses, regulatory bodies and National Boards.
This new edition provides the background theory necessary to understand ethical decision making,
focusing on the individual nurse's responsibilities - promoting health, preventing illness, restoring
health and alleviating suffering - and looking at the wider issues in relation to patients, colleagues
and society as a whole.
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