early central banks

early central banks played a pivotal role in shaping the financial systems and economic policies of
modern nations. These institutions emerged as key players in stabilizing currencies, managing
government debt, and providing a reliable medium for financial transactions. The development of
early central banks marked a significant shift from decentralized and often chaotic monetary systems
to more organized and regulated frameworks. Their evolution reflects the growing complexity of
economies and the need for trusted authorities to oversee money supply and credit. This article
explores the origins, functions, and impact of early central banks, highlighting notable examples and
their legacy in contemporary banking. Understanding the foundations of these institutions provides
valuable insights into the mechanisms of modern central banking and financial governance.
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Origins and Historical Context of Early Central Banks

The concept of central banking emerged during the early modern period as governments sought more
effective ways to manage their finances and stabilize their economies. Before the establishment of
central banks, monetary systems were often fragmented, dominated by private banks, merchants,
and local authorities issuing various forms of currency. The need for a centralized authority capable of
issuing a standardized currency and regulating credit became increasingly apparent as trade and
commerce expanded.

Economic Conditions Leading to Central Banking

Economic growth, international trade, and the financing of wars placed heavy demands on
governments and financial markets. Debt accumulation and currency instability created challenges
that necessitated more sophisticated monetary institutions. Early central banks arose as solutions to
these problems, providing governments with tools to manage debt and control inflation.

Political Influences on Early Central Banks

Political stability and the relationship between the monarchy or state and financial institutions greatly
influenced the establishment of early central banks. Many of these banks were founded with direct
government involvement or royal charters, ensuring their roles aligned with national interests and



fiscal policy.

Key Functions and Roles

Early central banks performed several critical functions that laid the groundwork for modern monetary
policy and financial regulation. These roles often extended beyond mere currency issuance to include
managing government debt and acting as lenders of last resort.

Currency Issuance and Stabilization

One of the primary functions of early central banks was to issue banknotes that served as a reliable
medium of exchange. By providing standardized and trusted currency, these banks helped reduce the
confusion caused by multiple competing issuers and improved economic efficiency.

Government Debt Management

Early central banks often played a central role in managing public debt, facilitating government
borrowing through the sale of bonds and other securities. This function helped governments finance
wars and infrastructure projects while maintaining market confidence.

Lender of Last Resort

Although not always formalized, early central banks frequently acted as lenders of last resort to
commercial banks during times of financial distress. This role helped prevent bank runs and maintain
stability within the banking system.

Notable Examples of Early Central Banks

Several early central banks set important precedents for the development of central banking
worldwide. Their structures, policies, and experiences offer valuable lessons on the evolution of
monetary institutions.

The Bank of England

Founded in 1694, the Bank of England is often regarded as the first modern central bank. It was
established to fund government debt and quickly became central to Britain’s financial system. Over
time, it expanded its roles to include currency issuance and monetary policy implementation.

The Sveriges Riksbank

Established in 1668, the Sveriges Riksbank in Sweden is recognized as the world’s oldest central



bank. It introduced several innovations in currency issuance and financial regulation, influencing other
European banking systems.

The Banque de France

Founded in 1800, the Banque de France was created to stabilize the French economy after the turmoil
of the French Revolution. It played a crucial role in restoring confidence in the currency and managing
public finances.

Impact on Economic Stability and Development

Early central banks significantly contributed to economic stability and growth by providing reliable
monetary systems and supporting government financial needs. Their influence extended beyond
national borders, shaping the global financial landscape.

Enhancing Financial Confidence

By issuing trusted currency and acting as stabilizing institutions, early central banks increased
confidence among merchants, investors, and the public. This trust facilitated expanded trade and
investment, supporting economic development.

Facilitating Economic Policy

These banks enabled governments to implement more effective fiscal and monetary policies. By
managing money supply and interest rates, early central banks helped control inflation and promote
sustainable economic growth.

Supporting Industrialization and Infrastructure

Access to stable credit and financing through central banks supported industrial expansion and
infrastructure projects, which were vital to the economic transformation of many countries during the
18th and 19th centuries.

Challenges Faced by Early Central Banks

The establishment and operation of early central banks were not without difficulties. They
encountered numerous challenges related to governance, public perception, and economic pressures.

Balancing Independence and Government Control

Finding the right balance between government influence and institutional independence was a



persistent issue. Too much control risked politicization, while excessive autonomy could lead to
conflicts with government fiscal needs.

Managing Currency Crises and Financial Panics

Early central banks frequently faced crises stemming from wars, economic downturns, and
speculative bubbles. Their ability to respond effectively to these challenges was crucial to maintaining
financial stability.

Public Trust and Acceptance

Convincing the public and commercial banks to accept central bank-issued currency required
overcoming skepticism and resistance. Building reputation and credibility was essential for the
success of these institutions.

1. Centralized monetary authority was crucial for economic modernization.

2. Early central banks laid the foundation for modern financial systems.

3. Their roles evolved to include currency issuance, debt management, and crisis intervention.
4. Governance and trust issues shaped their development and policies.

5. Their legacy continues to influence contemporary central banking practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an early central bank?

An early central bank is a financial institution established by a government to manage currency,
regulate banks, and act as a lender of last resort, often emerging in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Which was the first central bank in history?

The first central bank in history is generally considered to be the Sveriges Riksbank, founded in 1668
in Sweden.

What role did the Bank of England play as an early central
bank?

Founded in 1694, the Bank of England served as a model for modern central banks by issuing
banknotes, managing government debt, and stabilizing the currency.



How did early central banks influence modern monetary
policy?

Early central banks introduced concepts such as currency issuance, interest rate control, and banking
regulation, laying the foundation for contemporary monetary policy frameworks.

Why were early central banks important for economic
development?

Early central banks helped stabilize national currencies, facilitated government borrowing, and
promoted financial system trust, which were crucial for economic growth and industrialization.

What challenges did early central banks face?

Early central banks struggled with maintaining currency stability, managing public debt, and
establishing credibility, often facing political pressure and financial crises.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Central Banking: A Historical Perspective

This book explores the early development of central banks from the 17th to the 19th centuries. It
provides a detailed examination of the founding of institutions like the Bank of England and the Bank
of Amsterdam. The author analyzes the economic and political factors that necessitated the creation
of central banks, highlighting their evolving roles in monetary policy and financial stability.

2. Money and Power: The Birth of Central Banks in Europe

Focusing on the European context, this work delves into how early central banks emerged as powerful
entities controlling national currencies. It discusses the interplay between governments, financiers,
and the public in shaping these institutions. The book also covers the impact of central banks on
trade, inflation control, and sovereign debt management.

3. The Bank of England: Foundation and Early Years

This volume offers a comprehensive history of the Bank of England from its establishment in 1694
through its formative decades. It highlights key events such as the issuance of banknotes, the
management of public debt, and the bank’s role during wartime economies. Readers gain insight into
how the Bank of England set the template for modern central banking.

4. Central Banking in the Age of Mercantilism

Examining the mercantilist period, this book discusses how early central banks supported national
economic policies aimed at accumulating wealth and promoting exports. It covers the strategic
functions of banks in currency issuance and credit control within mercantile economies. The author
also addresses the challenges these banks faced in balancing state interests with financial stability.

5. The Evolution of Central Banking: From Private Banks to Public Institutions

This book traces the transformation of early central banks from privately owned entities to public
institutions with governmental oversight. It explores the motivations behind this shift and its
implications for monetary sovereignty and economic governance. The narrative includes case studies
of various countries that underwent this transition during the 18th and 19th centuries.



6. Banking on Stability: Early Central Banks and Financial Crises

Focusing on the role of early central banks during financial crises, this work analyzes how these
institutions acted as lenders of last resort. It provides accounts of banking panics and the mechanisms
developed to restore confidence in the financial system. The book sheds light on the foundational
principles of crisis management that influenced modern central banking practices.

1. The Amsterdam Exchange Bank and the Rise of Central Banking

This book highlights the significance of the Amsterdam Exchange Bank, established in the early
1600s, as a precursor to modern central banks. It discusses its pioneering role in managing currency
exchange and public debt in the Dutch Republic. The text also examines how the bank’s innovations
influenced subsequent central banking models across Europe.

8. From Goldsmiths to Central Banks: The Early Monetary Institutions

This work investigates the transition from goldsmith bankers in London to the establishment of formal
central banks. It details how early monetary institutions laid the groundwork for modern banking
systems through note issuance and deposit management. The book provides a thorough analysis of
the economic conditions that propelled this transformation.

9. The Role of Central Banks in Early Nation Building

This book analyzes how early central banks contributed to the formation and strengthening of nation-
states by managing currency and financing government operations. It explores case studies from
various countries where central banks supported infrastructure development and war financing. The
author argues that these financial institutions were instrumental in shaping modern national
economies.
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economics is concerned with the role of money in economic activities. The development of monetary
theory and policy plays a significant role in the growth and development of various economies. This
has far-reaching implications for various sectors of the economy through several channels, including
inflation, employment, interest rates, exchange rates, consumption, government spending,
investment, and the level of economic activity. Much of the literature to date has focused on
developed economies. This book, however, is an essential guide to the monetary and economic
systems of emerging and developing countries. The book contributes to the role of monetary policy
in macroeconomic stabilisation by examining the characteristics and recent developments in
emerging and developing countries’ monetary and economic systems, including lessons learned in
monetary policy and the associated challenges, the role of building blocks of monetary theory, and
policy frameworks used in practice, especially looking at why and how these issues are relevant in
these economies. It provides theoretical underpinnings and critical issues relating to various aspects
of monetary theory, including the role of money, monetary systems, money supply, demand for
money, central banking, monetary policy, and the instruments for its implementation in emerging
and developing countries. Furthermore, it presents relevant cases, illustrating the intricacies of the
monetary systems in these countries. This invaluable resource elucidates the significant differences
between developed and emerging and developing economies. It contributes to the field by providing
a comprehensive understanding of monetary economics for students, scholars, researchers,
policymakers, and monetary and economic policy practitioners.

early central banks: Alexander Hamilton and the Origins of the Fed Jack Rasmus,
2019-02-28 The US in 1913 was one of the last major economies to establish an institution of a
central bank. The book examines, however, the history and evolution of central banking in the US
from the perspective of central banking functions—i.e. aggregator of private lending to the federal
government, fiscal agent for the government, regulator of money supply, monopoly over currency
issuance, banking system supervision, and lender of last resort. The evolution of central banking
functions is traced from earliest pre-1987 proposals, through the Constitutional Convention and
Congressional debates on Hamilton’s 1st Report on Credit, the rise and fall of the 1st and 2nd Banks
of the United States, through the long period of the National Banking System, 1862-1913. The book
describes how US federal governments—often in cooperation with the largest US private banks in
New York, Philadelphia, and elsewhere in the northeast—attempted to expand and develop those
functions, sometimes successfully sometimes not, from 1781 through the creation of the Federal
Reserve Act of 1913. Other themes include how rapid US economic growth, and an expanding,
geographically dispersed private banking system, created formidable resistance by banks at the
state and local level to the evolution and consolidation of central banking functions at the national
level. Whenever central banking functions were dismantled (1810s, 1830s) or were weakened (after
1860s), the consequences were financial instability and severe economic depressions. The book
concludes with a detailed narrative on how, from 1903 to 1913, big eastern banks—leveraging the
Panic of 1907, weak economic recovery of 1909-13, and need to expand internationally—allied with
Congressional supporters to prevail over state and local banking interests and created the Fed; how
the structure of the 1913 Fed clearly favored New York banks while granting concessions to state
and local banks to win Congressional approval; and how that compromise central bank structure
doomed US monetary policy to fail after 1929.

early central banks: The International Origins of the Federal Reserve System ]. Lawrence
Broz, 2018-10-18 The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 created the infrastructure for the modern
American payments system. Probing the origins of this benchmark legislation, J. Lawrence Broz
finds that international factors were crucial to its conception and passage. Until its passage, the
United States had suffered under one of the most inefficient payment systems in the world. Serious
banking panics erupted frequently, and nominal interest rates fluctuated wildly. Structural and
regulatory flaws contributed not only to financial instability at home but also to the virtual absence
of the dollar in world trade and payments.Key institutional features of the Federal Reserve Act
addressed both these shortcomings but it was the goal of internationalizing usage of the dollar that



motivated social actors to pressure Congress for the improvements. With New York bankers in the
forefront, an international coalition lobbied for a system that would reduce internal problems such
as recurring panics, and simultaneously allow New York to challenge London's preeminence as the
global banking center and encourage bankers to make the dollar a worldwide currency of record. To
those who organized the political effort to pass the Act, Broz contends, the creation of the Federal
Reserve System was first and foremost a response to international opportunities.

early central banks: Booms and Busts: An Encyclopedia of Economic History from the
First Stock Market Crash of 1792 to the Current Global Economic Crisis Mehmet Odekon,
2015-03-17 This timely and authoritative set explores three centuries of good times and hard times
in major economies throughout the world. More than 400 signed articles cover events from
Tulipmania during the 1630s to the U.S. federal stimulus package of 2009, and introduce readers to
underlying concepts, recurring themes, major institutions, and notable figures. Written in a clear,
accessible style, Booms and Busts provides vital insight and perspective for students, teachers,
librarians, and the general public - anyone interested in understanding the historical precedents,
causes, and effects of the global economic crisis. Special features include a chronology of major
booms and busts through history, a glossary of economic terms, a guide to further research, an
appendix of primary documents, a topic finder, and a comprehensive index. It features 1,050 pages;
three volumes; 8-1/2 X 11; topic finder; photos; chronology; glossary; primary documents;
bibliography; and, index.

early central banks: Financial History Gerard Caprio, Dimitri Vittas, 1995

early central banks: Finance and Development, September 2015 International Monetary Fund.
External Relations Dept., 2015-08-31 Finance and Development, September 2015

early central banks: FX PROFICIENT ROUTE TO SUCCESS Chiwendu Okenwa, 2011-12-18
A practical guidance to Forex trading success for anyone who wants to get started, or novices who is
sick and tired of being sick and tired of marketing wizards, who took them through an instant
get-rich course. An eye-opening first edition that offers new traders some serious food for thought.
In a time of increasingly global financial meltdown, FX Proficient Route to Success is a perfect
antidote: takes the individuals on a guided-excursion behind the scenes to see what is really
going-on in the financial markets. It's clear, calm, in simple - elegant language. Shows you
everything from preparation to execution. It is well-thought-out with beginners in mind but advanced
traders can use it for reference as well.

early central banks: The Future of the Euro Currency Paul-Jacques Lehmann, 2019-05-21
The advent of the euro was a revolution for the 340 million people who exchanged their former
currencies - considered a fundamental element of national sovereignty - for this new single
currency. Encouraged by some who believe that its introduction gives more cohesion and strength to
Europe in an increasingly globalized economy, the euro is criticized by others who believe that the
constraints it imposes are a source of austerity and favor northern European countries at the
expense of countries in the south. The Future of the Euro Currency traces the evolution of the
monetary policy which the European Central Bank instituted at a time when economic, monetary
and financial crises were legion. The book presents, as objectively as possible, the advantages and
disadvantages of this new currency, while considering the improvements that could promote its
durability.

early central banks: Norges Bank 1816-2016 Einar Lie, 2020-04-23 Norges Bank has been an
integrated part of Norwegian economic development from the complicated birth of the new
nation-state after the Napoleonic wars to the present nouveau-richness of the Norwegian oil
economy. This book traces its 200-year history, focusing on its relations with political institutions
that have shaped and reshaped the bank's role since its establishment in 1816. In the first fragile
years of the new nation, Norges Bank took centre stage in the discussion on how to reconstruct a
collapsed monetary system, and how trust and resources should support the core financial function
of the State apparatus. The financial and political role of the bank came to the fore from the late
1800s and peaked during the turbulent interwar years of the 1920s, after which the bank became



the foremost defender of the monetary order and the gold standard, in bitter conflict with the
emerging Labour Party. The blow that the Second World War delivered to central bank
independence left the bank firmly subordinated to the Ministry of Finance. Not until 1986 was larger
autonomy in monetary policy granted, and since then the bank's weight and responsibilities have
continued to expand with its position as manager of the Norwegian oil fund. The bank's role has
been largely defined by perceptions of what kind of financial services Norway needed, how economic
policy was coordinated, and how discretionary power was distributed between the elected bodies,
the executive branch, and underlying institutions with a defined mandate. The central aim of this
book is to trace and explain these changes over the past two centuries.

early central banks: The Bank of England 1891-1944: Volume 1 Richard Sidney Sayers, 1976

early central banks: Central Banking in the Twentieth Century John Singleton, 2010-11-25
Central banks are powerful but poorly understood organisations. In 1900 the Bank of Japan was the
only central bank to exist outside Europe but over the past century central banking has proliferated.
John Singleton here explains how central banks and the profession of central banking have evolved
and spread across the globe during this period. He shows that the central banking world has
experienced two revolutions in thinking and practice, the first after the depression of the early
1930s, and the second in response to the high inflation of the 1970s and 1980s. In addition, the
central banking profession has changed radically. In 1900 the professional central banker was a
specialised type of banker, whereas today he or she must also be a sophisticated economist and a
public official. Understanding these changes is essential to explaining the role of central banks
during the recent global financial crisis.

early central banks: The Elgar Companion to Law and Economics Jurgen G. Backhaus,
2005-01-01 Acclaim for the first edition: Backhaus s book is a good companion. Pablo Salvador
Coderch, Indret A most valuable collection of papers serving to provide the reader both with an
overview of some key areas in law and economics and with a biographical introduction to the work
of some important, if also neglected, sources of scholarship in the discipline. Anthony I. Ogus, CBE,
University of Manchester, UK This thoroughly updated and revised edition of a popular and
authoritative reference work introduces the reader to the major concepts and leading contributors in
the field of law and economics. The Companion features accessible, informative and provocative
entries on all the significant issues, and breaks new ground by bringing together widely dispersed
yet theoretically congruent ideas. Following a comprehensive introduction by the editor, the
renowned contributors look in detail at several critical areas including: fundamentals of the law and
economics approach private law and economics public law and economics labour law and economics
regulation, taxation and public enterprise dispute resolution different sources of the law economic
analysis of a legal problem classical authors in law and economics. Students and scholars interested
in a comprehensive and rigorous overview of the field of law and economics will find this volume to
be a unique and welcome resource. The Companion will also have a broad appeal amongst industrial
economists and historians of economic thought.

early central banks: Between Payments and Credit George Pantelopoulos, 2025-06-22 In
unpacking credit relationships and payments over the past 1000 years in addition to how
technological innovations are shifting the credit relationships/payments landscape - from barter,
commodity money, single layered to dual-layered financial money systems and from CBDC to
stablecoins - this book systematically explores the various techniques that have been introduced in
an attempt to improve the organisation, efficiency and stability of the IOU economy as a way to
mitigate or prevent the universal challenge of the IOU economy from binding. In doing so, the book
first unpacks how credit relationships, payments and economic life have developed throughout
history, and sheds light on how the adoption of various techniques have led to greater efficiencies in
payments across time. In addition, the book also explores how technological innovations are shifting
the credit relationships/payments landscape. Subsequently, the book demonstrates how the adoption
of five major techniques have to a large extent mitigated (but not eliminated) the threat of the
universal challenge of the IOU economy from arising. With this, the book also envisages that the




adoption of systems of financial accounts provides a didactic framework for those who are interested
in studying topics in credit relationships and payments at an intermediate/advanced level (e.g.
masters level university students, academics etc.).

early central banks: International Economic Integration in Historical Perspective Dennis
Patrick McCarthy, 2006-09-27 International economic integration is not a recent phenomenon; its
roots can be traced back to the Roman Empire. This informative volume departs from the
conventional short-term analysis and takes a long-term view of the process, offering perspectives
that are both detailed and diverse. Author Dennis McCarthy examines seven types of organizations
that exemplify international economic integration (colonial empires, merchant associations, religious
empires, criminal empires, free trade areas, customs unions and common markets), and
representative examples of each type are analyzed in a comparative framework. Timely and unique,
this book demonstrates that international economic integration is an economic and political process
that also involves political economy. With an introduction defining key terms and concepts; a
retrospective summarizing the main insights, and endnotes and a detailed bibliography offering
readers ways to pursue these topics further, McCarthy’s book will prove indispensable to students
and general readers who wish to gain a firm understanding of international economics and the
processes that shape the world today.

early central banks: Research Handbook of Financial Markets Refet S. Guirkaynak, Jonathan H.
Wright, 2023-05-09 The Research Handbook of Financial Markets carefully discusses the histories
and current states of the most important financial markets and institutions, as well as explicitly
underscoring open questions that need study. By describing the institutional structure of different
markets and highlighting recent changes within them, it accurately highlights their evolving nature.

early central banks: John Jacob Astor and the First Great American Fortune Alexander
Emmerich, 2013-08-07 This biography analyzes Astor's rise from poor German immigrant in 1784 to
the first modern millionaire--he was one before the term millionaire entered the English language.
Many consider him to be the fourth wealthiest American of all times. After his death in 1848, the
public began to discuss the responsibility of a millionaire. Some argued that he must have been
greedy and cold. Some voices demanded that he should have given all his money back to the United
States. More liberal thinkers praised him for his genius and vision. This biography presents a
balanced picture. Astor was the founder of the first American settlement on the Pacific (Astoria,
Oregon) and of New York's fine hotels the Astor House and the Waldorf-Astoria, as well as a
developer of the American West and a fur trader. Many American cities and sites are named after
him. He donated the Astor Library to the city of New York (it became the first public library of the
city), now part of the New York Public Library.

early central banks: The Currency Shift Amelia Khatri, Al, 2025-02-12 The Currency Shift
explores the dynamic history and future of money, from ancient barter systems to the rise of digital
currency and cryptocurrency. It examines how societies create, exchange, and value wealth,
emphasizing the profound economic transformations that occur alongside financial innovation. The
book highlights how currency is not a static entity but a constantly evolving social construct shaped
by technological advancements, economic pressures, and shifting societal values. For example, the
move from physical coins to digital transactions marks a significant change in how we perceive
value. The book progresses through three key sections: a historical overview, an analysis of digital
currencies and their impact, and an exploration of regulatory challenges. By combining historical
data, economic models, and empirical studies, The Currency Shift connects history, economics, and
technology to provide a holistic understanding of currency evolution. This interdisciplinary approach
helps readers grasp the complex interplay of factors driving the currency shift and prepares them to
navigate an increasingly uncertain economic future.

early central banks: Getting Monetary Policy Back on Track Michael D. Bordo, John H.
Cochrane, John B. Taylor, 2024-03-01 In May 2023, the world's top economic policymakers and
academics convened at the Hoover Institution for the annual Monetary Policy Conference. They met
at a tumultuous time: the previous year, inflation had surged, and some believed the Federal



Reserve was slow to react. What was behind this surge, and why did the Fed fail to forecast inflation,
or perceive it when it happened? Participants considered whether the sluggish response made the
situation worse, and how to get inflation back under control. This volume presents the full
proceedings from this conference—the presentations, responses, and discussions. In it, participants
debate the meaning of getting monetary policy back on track, the significance of recent bank
failures, and how to improve forecasting and oversight. A persistent underlying question is whether
the Fed should follow a rule-like monetary policy, which maintains predictability in response to
fluctuating inflation, GDP, and employment rates. Presenters discuss this issue as they recognize the
thirtieth anniversary of the Taylor rule, an important guide to practical monetary policy. Other topics
include a five-century history of central bank balance sheets, inflation targeting in Japan, and
lessons from Latin America. Together, these proceedings illustrate and dissect the interaction of
financial regulation and monetary policy.

early central banks: International Political Economy James H. Nolt, 2014-12-17 This book
offers a completely new and unique introduction to the economics of international relations. It treats
all the traditional major themes of international relations theory while giving each a refreshing new
twist with the incorporation of the influence of private power, particularly in the realm of war and
peace. It reframes the history of the modern global economy and politics by thoroughly purging the
myth of the market, a systematic blindness to private power. It not only draws on, but also
illuminates major themes and empirical findings of comparative politics, business history, business
strategy, business cycle theory, social evolutionary theory as well as the practical wisdom of traders
and investors. Part one introduces the major concepts of competing theories of international
relations, emphasizing a unique approach, corporatism. Part two introduces the critical importance
dynamic and oppositional analysis of issues. Part three traces the rise of the modern world from the
mercantilist period until the rise of modern corporate organizations and the demise of imperialism in
the crucible of World War I. Part four begins with the origins of the contemporary dominance of
business internationalism before and during World War II, then analyzes three major facets of the
postwar era: the unification of much of Europe, the industrialization of the Third World, and the Cold
War and its aftermath. The final chapter considers the present and future of a fairly peaceful yet
economically unstable world. This book presents a refreshing and exciting portrayal of the global
economy which challenges every major subject from money to markets to the business cycle. This
book eschews the economics of dull averages to restore the drama of contending business forces,
struggling for wealth and, in the process, influencing war and peace.
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series of events, etc.: an early hour of the day. occurring before the usual or appointed time: an early
dinner

early | meaning of early in Longman Dictionary of Contemporary early meaning, definition,
what is early: in the first part of a period of time, e: Learn more

early - Wiktionary, the free dictionary You're early today! I don't usually see you before nine
o'clock. The early guests sipped their punch and avoided each other's eyes

early, adj. & n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English There are 15 meanings listed
in OED's entry for the word early, one of which is labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning & use’ for
definitions, usage, and quotation evidence

Early - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Something that's early happens right at the beginning
of some specific time period, or before you expect it to happen. An early party guest shows up before
the party starts
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