
examples of pathos

examples of pathos represent a powerful rhetorical tool used to evoke
emotions in an audience, creating a deeper connection between the speaker or
writer and their listeners or readers. Pathos, one of the three modes of
persuasion alongside ethos and logos, appeals specifically to feelings such
as empathy, sadness, joy, or anger. Understanding examples of pathos is
essential for effective communication in various fields including literature,
advertising, public speaking, and political discourse. This article explores
diverse examples of pathos, illustrating how emotional appeal enhances
persuasion and impact. Through detailed analysis and categorized examples,
readers will gain insight into the strategic use of emotional language and
imagery. The following sections cover pathos in literature, advertising,
speeches, and everyday communication, providing a comprehensive guide on how
emotional appeals influence audiences.

Pathos in Literature

Pathos in Advertising

Pathos in Speeches and Political Rhetoric

Pathos in Everyday Communication

Pathos in Literature
Pathos in literature is a fundamental device used by authors to evoke strong
emotional responses from readers. Through characters, plotlines, and vivid
descriptions, writers tap into readers' feelings of sorrow, joy, fear, or
compassion. This emotional engagement enhances the reader’s investment in the
story and its themes.

Examples of Pathos in Classic Literature
Classic literary works often use pathos to create memorable, emotionally
charged moments. For instance, in Charles Dickens’ "A Tale of Two Cities,"
the self-sacrifice of Sydney Carton stirs feelings of both sadness and hope.
Similarly, the tragic fate of Romeo and Juliet in Shakespeare’s play invokes
deep empathy and sorrow.



Emotional Imagery and Descriptive Language
Authors frequently employ vivid imagery and descriptive language to stimulate
emotional reactions. Descriptions of desolate landscapes, suffering
characters, or joyful reunions serve as clear examples of pathos, influencing
readers’ moods and perceptions.

Use of tragic events to elicit pity or sadness

Depictions of love and loss to invoke empathy

Descriptions of hardship to generate sympathy

Moments of triumph to inspire hope and joy

Pathos in Advertising
Pathos is a cornerstone of advertising strategies, as emotional appeals are
highly effective in influencing consumer behavior. Advertisers craft messages
that resonate emotionally, making products or brands more relatable and
memorable. Emotional advertising can create a sense of urgency, belonging, or
nostalgia.

Common Emotional Appeals in Advertising
Advertisements often use pathos by appealing to emotions such as happiness,
fear, love, or guilt. For example, charity campaigns evoke compassion and
empathy to encourage donations, while commercial ads might use humor or
warmth to build positive associations with products.

Examples of Pathos in Successful Ad Campaigns
Iconic ad campaigns demonstrate how pathos effectively drives consumer
engagement. A well-known example is the ASPCA commercials that show suffering
animals accompanied by emotional music and a somber voiceover, compelling
viewers to act. Another example is holiday advertisements that evoke
nostalgia and family togetherness to promote products.

Use of emotional storytelling to connect with audiences

Music and visuals that evoke specific feelings

Appeals to family values, security, and happiness



Fear-based appeals emphasizing consequences of inaction

Pathos in Speeches and Political Rhetoric
Speakers and politicians frequently use pathos to persuade and motivate their
audiences. Emotional appeals help establish rapport, reinforce arguments, and
inspire action. Effective use of pathos can make complex issues more
relatable and urgent.

Techniques for Evoking Emotion in Speeches
Speakers often use personal anecdotes, vivid language, and repetition to stir
emotions. Techniques such as appealing to shared values, invoking patriotism,
or highlighting injustice are common examples of pathos in rhetoric.

Historical Examples of Pathos in Political Speeches
Many memorable political speeches utilize pathos to great effect. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s "I Have a Dream" speech uses evocative imagery and hopeful
language to inspire civil rights activism. Similarly, Winston Churchill’s
wartime addresses often appealed to courage and resilience to bolster public
morale.

Personal stories to humanize issues

Emotive language emphasizing hope or fear

Appeals to shared cultural or national identity

Repetition for emotional emphasis

Pathos in Everyday Communication
Beyond formal contexts, pathos plays a significant role in daily
interactions. Individuals use emotional appeals to build relationships,
resolve conflicts, and influence opinions. Awareness of pathos in everyday
communication improves interpersonal effectiveness.



Examples of Pathos in Personal Conversations
People often use emotional language to express empathy, seek support, or
persuade others. For instance, sharing personal hardships or expressing
gratitude can deepen emotional bonds. Additionally, emotional appeals are
common in negotiations or requests for assistance.

Pathos in Social Media and Online Communication
Social media platforms amplify the use of pathos through storytelling,
images, and videos that evoke strong feelings. Emotional posts are more
likely to be shared and commented on, demonstrating the persuasive power of
pathos in digital communication.

Expressing sympathy or encouragement in messages

Using emotional stories to gain support for causes

Employing humor or sadness to engage audiences

Creating viral content based on emotional appeal

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of pathos in advertising?
An example of pathos in advertising is a commercial showing sad puppies in
shelters to evoke sympathy and encourage viewers to adopt pets.

How is pathos used in political speeches?
Pathos in political speeches is used to appeal to the audience's emotions,
such as telling personal stories of hardship to inspire hope or empathy.

Can you give an example of pathos in literature?
In literature, pathos is seen in scenes like the death of Romeo and Juliet,
which evokes feelings of sadness and compassion from the reader.

What is a common example of pathos in charity
campaigns?
Charity campaigns often use images of suffering children or disaster victims



to evoke pity and motivate donations, which is a clear example of pathos.

How does pathos enhance persuasive writing?
Pathos enhances persuasive writing by connecting with the reader's emotions,
making arguments more compelling through storytelling, vivid imagery, or
emotional language.

Additional Resources
1. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
This classic novel explores themes of racial injustice, moral growth, and
compassion through the eyes of Scout Finch. The story evokes deep empathy for
characters who face prejudice and cruelty, particularly the wrongly accused
Tom Robinson. Lee’s portrayal of innocence confronting harsh social realities
stirs powerful emotional responses, making it a profound example of pathos in
literature.

2. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
A poignant tale about two teenagers battling cancer, this book delves into
love, loss, and the fragility of life. Green’s intimate narrative and
relatable characters invite readers to experience the bittersweet joys and
heartbreaking struggles of youth facing terminal illness. The emotional depth
creates a strong connection that exemplifies pathos beautifully.

3. A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Set against the backdrop of war-torn Afghanistan, this novel follows the
intertwined lives of two women enduring hardship and oppression. Hosseini’s
vivid storytelling highlights their resilience, friendship, and sacrifices,
evoking compassion and sorrow. The heart-wrenching events and intimate
character portrayals draw readers deeply into the emotional landscape.

4. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
This novella centers on the dreams and struggles of two displaced ranch
workers during the Great Depression. Steinbeck masterfully creates pathos
through the characters’ yearning for a better life and the tragic
consequences of their circumstances. The themes of loneliness, friendship,
and shattered hopes resonate strongly, eliciting empathy and sadness.

5. Night by Elie Wiesel
A harrowing memoir of Wiesel’s experiences in Nazi concentration camps, this
book confronts the horrors of the Holocaust with stark honesty. The
narrative’s emotional intensity and personal anguish expose the depths of
human suffering and loss. Wiesel’s testimony serves as a powerful testament
to resilience, evoking profound pathos.

6. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Told from the unique perspective of Death, this novel follows a young girl in
Nazi Germany who finds solace in books amidst chaos. Zusak’s evocative prose



reveals the innocence lost during wartime and the enduring human spirit. The
story’s blend of beauty and tragedy stirs deep emotional responses, making it
a striking example of pathos.

7. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
This children’s novel explores friendship, imagination, and the pain of loss
through the story of two young friends. Paterson handles themes of grief and
healing with sensitivity, allowing readers to connect emotionally with the
characters’ experiences. The bittersweet narrative captures the essence of
childhood vulnerability and resilience.

8. Les Misérables by Victor Hugo
An epic tale of justice, redemption, and human compassion set in 19th-century
France, Hugo’s novel vividly portrays the struggles of the poor and
oppressed. The characters’ sacrifices and moral dilemmas invoke strong
feelings of pity and sorrow. Its rich emotional landscape makes it a timeless
classic rich in pathos.

9. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
This touching story about a boy and his two dogs in the rural Ozarks captures
themes of loyalty, love, and loss. Rawls’ heartfelt narration and the bond
between characters evoke deep emotional investment from readers. The novel’s
bittersweet moments exemplify pathos, making it a beloved work in children’s
literature.
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  examples of pathos: The Rhetorical Legacy Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-25 Rhetoric, the art of
persuasion and communication, has shaped human history and culture for centuries. From the
Athenian assembly to the latest social media posts, rhetoric has been used to inform, persuade, and
entertain audiences. In the digital age, rhetoric has taken on new forms and challenges, but its
fundamental principles remain the same. This book is a comprehensive guide to the fascinating
world of rhetoric. We will explore the different elements of rhetoric, including the art of oratory, the
power of language, and the strategies of persuasion. We will also look at the role of rhetoric in
different contexts, such as politics, law, and education. Whether you are a student, a professional, or
simply someone who is interested in the power of words, this book will provide you with a deep
understanding of rhetoric. You will learn how to craft speeches and arguments, identify rhetorical
strategies, and use rhetoric effectively in your own writing and speaking. In addition to providing a
strong foundation in rhetoric, this book also offers practical advice on how to use rhetoric effectively
in the digital age. We will discuss the challenges and opportunities of online communication, and we
will provide tips on how to write and deliver persuasive messages on social media, email, and other
digital platforms. Rhetoric is a powerful tool that can be used for good or for ill. It is important to
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understand the principles of rhetoric so that we can use it wisely and ethically. This book will help
you to become a more effective communicator and to use rhetoric to make a positive impact on the
world. Rhetoric is not just about winning arguments or selling products. It is about using language
to create understanding, build relationships, and inspire change. In the hands of a skilled
practitioner, rhetoric can be a powerful force for good. If you like this book, write a review!
  examples of pathos: Introduction To English Prose (According To NEP - 2020) Amit Ganguli, ,
Kanika Aggarwal, 2022-12-20 1. An Introduction to Indian Writing in English, 2. Elements of Short
Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style, 4. Prose Devices, 5. Short Stories, 6. Short Stories, 7.Prose,
8. Prose
  examples of pathos: ENGLISH PROSE AND WRITING SKILL Dr. S. Kumar, 2023-12-02
Purchase e-Book of ENGLISH PROSE AND WRITING SKILL of B.A. 1st Semester for all UP State
Universities Common Minimum Syllabus as per NEP. Published By Thakur Publication
  examples of pathos: English Composition and Rhetoric Bain, 1877
  examples of pathos: Fearmongering in Greek and Roman Literature and Beyond Priscilla
Gontijo Leite, Ian Worthington, 2025-08-25 This volume provides, for the first time, a focused study
of scare tactics and fearmongering in a broad range of Greek and Roman authors and genres,
showing how alarmist tactics were used in both antiquity and today. Scare tactic rhetoric is a timely
topic; fear in current politics can justify actions and decisions and be used to control what is debated
in the public arena, with the truth often shaped and even removed from what was being said. The
ancient world was no different. In this volume, an international selection of scholars discusses how
and why alarmist tactics were used in a variety of genres in Greco-Roman literature, including
oratory, historiography, drama, philosophy, and children’s stories, to convey political messages and
ideas. They also draw parallels between ancient and contemporary fear. Fearmongering in Greek
and Roman Literature and Beyond is suitable for students and scholars in Classics and Ancient
History, Rhetoric and Rhetorical Theory, Ancient Societies and Politics, as well as those operating in
adjacent fields of study, along with the general reader interested in the ancient world, psychology,
politics, and the exploitation of rhetoric.
  examples of pathos: The Philosophy of Fine Art Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, 1920
  examples of pathos: Moral Nerve and the Error of Literary Verdicts Furneaux Jordan,
1901
  examples of pathos: English Composition and Rhetoric Alexander Bain, 1867
  examples of pathos: The Young Ladies' Elocutionary Reader Anna U. Russell, 1847
  examples of pathos: Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics Timothy Sharkey, 2022-05-03 Writing
Made Easy: Just the Basics by Timothy Sharkey explains how to make writing easy. It provides a
“just-the-basics” approach to writing and it eliminates the complicated information that gets in the
way. It includes expert definitions and helpful examples of what is really needed in writing – with
professional scholarship and a literary sensibility – from an author who has taught English 101 and
English 102 classes in college for over 15 years. Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics is the
culmination of Timothy Sharkey’s 15-year effort to put the good information about writing into one
book. Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics covers the following information: —Grammar, Syntax,
Usage, Diction, Etymology —Mechanics: abbreviations, capitalization, spelling —Agreement Tips:
past, present, and future; singular and plural; first, second, and third person voices —Using whom
correctly —Punctuation Marks: apostrophe, brackets, colon, comma, dash, ellipsis, exclamation
point, hyphen, parentheses, quotation marks, semicolon, slash —Sentences: required ingredients,
sentence mistakes (sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and comma-splice sentences – and how to
correct them) —Paragraphs: required ingredients; introduction, body, and concluding paragraphs;
transition words —Rhetorical Techniques: alliteration, allusion, hyperbole, metaphor, onomatopoeia,
irony, parallel construction, personification —Arguing Well: critical thinking, dialectics; Aristotle’s
ethos, pathos, & logos; the Socratic Method, common ground —Fallacies: ad hominem attack,
begging the question, coded language, double-edged sword, hasty analogy, red herring, slippery
slope, straw man, etc. —Research Tips: advanced Google searches, Boolean operators, databases,



Google Scholar, Google News, WolframAlpha, the CIA Factbook, etc. —Research Paper (MLA 9th
Edition): direct quotes, indirect quotes, interpolations, in-text citations, works cited page, hanging
indents, correct formatting —Writing Terms defined: bombastic, cliche, colloquial, concise, diction,
etymology, euphemism, figure of speech, hyperbole, jargon, metaphor, oxymoron, redundant,
rhetoric, slang, succinct, verbose, etc. —Latin Terms for Writers defined: a priori, ad hoc, ad
infinitum, ad nauseam, alumnus, bona fide, de facto, ibidem (ibid.), ipso facto, non sequiter, per se,
prima facie, quasi, reductio ad absurdem, sic, summa cum laude, magna cum laude, verbatim, etc.
—Sample Essays included: descriptive essay, argumentative essay, research paper (MLA 9th
Edition) —Writing approaches, insights, and advice Timothy Sharkey (author) has a Master of
Liberal Arts degree in English & American Literature & Language from Harvard University. He has
a Bachelor of General Studies degree (with a concentration in Film) from The University of
Michigan. He has taught English 101 and English 102 classes in college in Chicago for over 20
years, and he has succeeded in taking complicated information and simplifying it for the demanding
students in his classes.
  examples of pathos: The Superhuman Origin of the Bible Inferred from Itself. The
Congregational Lecture for 1873 Henry Rogers (President of Lancashire Independent College,
Manchester.), 1874
  examples of pathos: Skills for Academic and Career Success Dian Carroll, 2013-09-16
Skills for Academic and Career Success focuses on the essential skills you need to be successful in
your studies and in your future career. This original textbook aims to improve and enhance your
study skills; it also introduces some important aspects of business and professional communication.
An integrated approach is used to bring together these key fields of academic skills and business
communication competency. The emphasis throughout the book is on practical, applied learning. It
has been developed to complement Australian tertiary education curricula in the areas of study skills
and professional communication and is designed to enhance learning outcomes for students within
the Australian and Pan-Asian context.
  examples of pathos: Writing for the Web J.D. Applen, 2013-09-05 Writing for the Web unites
theory, technology, and practice to explore writing and hypertext for website creation. It integrates
such key topics as XHTML/CSS coding, writing (prose) for the Web, the rhetorical needs of the
audience, theories of hypertext, usability and architecture, and the basics of web site design and
technology. Presenting information in digestible parts, this text enables students to write and
construct realistic and manageable Web sites with a strong theoretical understanding of how online
texts communicate to audiences. Key features of the book include: Screenshots of contemporary
Web sites that will allow students to understand how writing for and linking to other layers of a Web
site should work. Flow charts that describe how Web site architecture and navigation works. Parsing
exercises in which students break down information into subsets to demonstrate how Web site
architecture can be usable and scalable. Detailed step-by-step descriptions of how to use basic
technologies such as file transfer protocols (FTP). Hands-on projects for students to engage in that
allow them to connect the various components in the text. A companion website with downloadable
code and additional pedagogical features: www.routledge.com/cw/applen Writing for the Web
prepares students to work in professional roles, as it facilitates understanding of architecture and
arrangement of written content of an organization’s texts.
  examples of pathos: English Prose and Computer & Writing Skilis - SBPD Publications
Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Agarwal, 2022-02-17 1. An Introduction To Indian Writing in English, 2.
Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style Autobiography, 4. Prose Devices Theme,
5. Short Stories, 6. Short Stories, 7. Prose, 8. Prose, 9.Computer and Writing Skills in English.
  examples of pathos: The Emotions in Hellenistic Philosophy J. Sihvola, T.
Engberg-Pedersen, 1998-10-31 Discussions about the nature of the emotions in Hellenistic
philosophy have aroused intense scholarly interest over the last few years. The topics covered by the
essays in this volume range from the classical background of Hellenistic theories, through debates
on emotion in the major Hellenistic schools, to discussions in later antiquity. Special emphasis is



placed on the development of the Stoic views on the nature and value of the emotions. The essays
are written with a high level of philosophical and classical scholarship, but contain no exclusive
technicalities. Audience: This first comprehensive treatment of the emotions in Hellenistic
philosophy can be read with pleasure and profit not only by professionals in ancient philosophy but
also all those who are interested in the philosophy of mind and its history.
  examples of pathos: The Characteristics of Primitive Poetry William Bartlett, 1884
  examples of pathos: Composition--rhetoric from Literature Margaret S. Mooney, 1903
  examples of pathos: Melodrama and Modernity Ben Singer, 2001-02-05 Surveying the
expanding conflict in Europe during one of his famous fireside chats in 1940, President Franklin
Roosevelt ominously warned that we know of other methods, new methods of attack. The Trojan
horse. The fifth column that betrays a nation unprepared for treachery. Spies, saboteurs, and
traitors are the actors in this new strategy. Having identified a new type of war -- a shadow war --
being perpetrated by Hitler's Germany, FDR decided to fight fire with fire, authorizing the formation
of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) to organize and oversee covert operations. Based on an
extensive analysis of OSS records, including the vast trove of records released by the CIA in the
1980s and '90s, as well as a new set of interviews with OSS veterans conducted by the author and a
team of American scholars from 1995 to 1997, The Shadow War Against Hitler is the full story of
America's far-flung secret intelligence apparatus during World War II. In addition to its
responsibilities generating, processing, and interpreting intelligence information, the OSS
orchestrated all manner of dark operations, including extending feelers to anti-Hitler elements,
infiltrating spies and sabotage agents behind enemy lines, and implementing propaganda programs.
Planned and directed from Washington, the anti-Hitler campaign was largely conducted in Europe,
especially through the OSS's foreign outposts in Bern and London. A fascinating cast of characters
made the OSS run: William J. Donovan, one of the most decorated individuals in the American
military who became the driving force behind the OSS's genesis; Allen Dulles, the future CIA chief
who ran the Bern office, which he called the big window onto the fascist world; a veritable pantheon
of Ivy League academics who were recruited to work for the intelligence services; and, not least,
Roosevelt himself. A major contribution of the book is the story of how FDR employed Hitler's former
propaganda chief, Ernst Putzi Hanfstengl, as a private spy. More than a record of dramatic incidents
and daring personalities, this book adds significantly to our understanding of how the United States
fought World War II. It demonstrates that the extent, and limitations, of secret intelligence
information shaped not only the conduct of the war but also the face of the world that emerged from
the shadows.
  examples of pathos: The Theory of the Arts George Harris, 1869
  examples of pathos: ESS STUDY and EMP SKILLS BUS and MAN 4E Kevin Gallagher,
2022 iEssential Study and Employment Skills for Business and Management Students/i is the only
skills companion text for business and management students to blend practical, hands-on advice
with a sound theoretical underpinning to enhance your success throughout university and beyond.
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