
ecological imperialism definition

ecological imperialism definition refers to the concept describing how imperial powers expanded
their control over foreign territories not only through military conquest or political dominance but
also via ecological transformation. This term encapsulates the ways in which colonization and
empire-building altered the natural environments of colonized lands, often leading to significant and
lasting environmental changes. The phenomenon involves the introduction of new plants, animals,
diseases, and agricultural practices that reshaped ecosystems and affected indigenous populations.
Understanding ecological imperialism provides insight into the intertwined relationships between
colonial history, environmental change, and global power dynamics. This article explores the
ecological imperialism definition in detail, including its historical context, key characteristics,
impacts on local ecosystems and societies, and its relevance to contemporary environmental
discussions. The following sections will examine the origins of the concept, examples of ecological
imperialism, and its broader implications.

Historical Background of Ecological Imperialism

Key Characteristics of Ecological Imperialism

Impacts on Indigenous Ecosystems and Populations

Case Studies of Ecological Imperialism

Contemporary Relevance and Environmental Legacy

Historical Background of Ecological Imperialism
The ecological imperialism definition is rooted in the historical expansion of European empires from
the 15th century onward. As European powers such as Britain, Spain, Portugal, and France
established colonies around the world, they brought with them not only political control but also
ecological changes. The term gained prominence through the work of historian Alfred W. Crosby,
who highlighted the role of biological and environmental factors in facilitating European
colonization. Crosby argued that the success of European imperialism was partly due to the transfer
of plants, animals, and diseases that transformed the environments of colonized regions. This
process often created favorable conditions for settlers while disrupting indigenous ways of life.
Understanding the historical background of ecological imperialism helps explain why colonial
conquests were not merely military or political events but also significant ecological encounters.

Origins of the Concept
The concept of ecological imperialism was popularized in the late 20th century as scholars began to
analyze the environmental dimensions of colonialism. Alfred W. Crosby’s seminal book, The
Columbian Exchange, detailed how European exploration led to a massive exchange of species
between the Old and New Worlds. The term captures this biological and ecological aspect of



imperialism that was previously overlooked in traditional historical narratives. Ecological
imperialism emphasizes the unintended yet profound ecological consequences of colonization,
including the spread of invasive species and diseases that reshaped native ecosystems.

Connection to Colonial Expansion
Ecological imperialism is closely linked to the broader processes of colonial expansion and
settlement. European imperial powers often introduced new agricultural techniques, livestock, and
crops to support settler populations and commercial enterprises. These introductions altered
landscapes, replaced native species, and sometimes led to environmental degradation. Additionally,
the spread of European diseases decimated indigenous populations, which had profound social and
ecological repercussions. The interplay between ecological transformations and imperial ambitions
reveals how environment and empire were deeply interconnected.

Key Characteristics of Ecological Imperialism
Understanding the ecological imperialism definition requires an examination of its primary
characteristics. These include the transfer of species, environmental modification, and the role of
disease in reshaping populations. Collectively, these factors contributed to the ecological dominance
of imperial powers over colonized regions.

Biological Exchange and Species Introduction
A central feature of ecological imperialism is the introduction of non-native species into new
environments. European settlers brought plants such as wheat, barley, and sugarcane, as well as
animals including cattle, sheep, pigs, and horses. These species often outcompeted or displaced
indigenous flora and fauna, leading to altered ecosystems. The biological exchange was not limited
to useful species; invasive species could disrupt ecological balances, causing long-term
environmental changes.

Environmental Transformation
Colonial powers frequently altered landscapes to suit their economic and settlement needs.
Practices such as deforestation, irrigation, plantation agriculture, and mining reshaped the natural
environment. These transformations often prioritized resource extraction and large-scale
agriculture, sometimes resulting in soil depletion, erosion, and habitat loss. The environmental
modifications facilitated imperial control but also created lasting ecological impacts.

Impact of Diseases
Diseases played a critical role in ecological imperialism by drastically reducing indigenous
populations. Europeans brought diseases such as smallpox, measles, and influenza to which native
peoples had no immunity. The resulting demographic collapse weakened indigenous societies,
facilitating colonial conquest and settlement. The spread of disease can be considered an ecological



factor that shaped the success of imperialism and transformed social and ecological landscapes.

Impacts on Indigenous Ecosystems and Populations
The ecological imperialism definition encompasses significant consequences for native ecosystems
and human communities. The introduction of foreign species, environmental alterations, and disease
outbreaks reshaped indigenous environments and societies in profound ways.

Displacement of Native Species
The arrival of European plants and animals often led to the displacement or extinction of native
species. In many colonized regions, ecosystems were altered so drastically that indigenous species
could no longer thrive. For example, grazing livestock altered grassland ecosystems, while
introduced crops changed soil composition. These ecological shifts had cascading effects on
biodiversity and ecosystem stability.

Effects on Indigenous Agriculture and Livelihoods
Colonial ecological changes disrupted traditional agricultural practices and resource management.
Indigenous peoples often relied on native plants and animals for food, medicine, and cultural
activities. The introduction of new species and land-use practices sometimes marginalized these
traditional systems, causing economic and social upheaval. Furthermore, environmental degradation
resulting from colonial exploitation affected indigenous capacity to sustain their livelihoods.

Demographic and Social Consequences
The spread of diseases introduced by Europeans caused massive population declines among
indigenous peoples, leading to social disintegration and loss of cultural knowledge. The demographic
collapse altered human-environment relationships and facilitated European dominance. In some
cases, ecological changes also contributed to forced migrations and altered settlement patterns.

Case Studies of Ecological Imperialism
Examining specific examples helps illustrate the ecological imperialism definition in practice.
Several regions around the world experienced significant ecological transformations due to imperial
activities.

The Americas
The colonization of the Americas is a prime example of ecological imperialism. The Columbian
Exchange introduced European crops like wheat and sugarcane, and animals such as horses and
cattle. Native ecosystems were altered, and diseases like smallpox devastated indigenous
populations. The ecological changes facilitated European settlement and economic exploitation.



Australia and New Zealand
European colonization of Australia and New Zealand involved the introduction of sheep, cattle, and
European crops. These species transformed native landscapes, leading to soil erosion and loss of
native biodiversity. Indigenous peoples experienced displacement and cultural disruption,
exacerbated by ecological changes.

Africa
In Africa, colonial powers introduced cash crops such as coffee and rubber, which altered land use
and ecosystems. The introduction of non-native species and environmental exploitation affected local
communities and ecological balances. Disease dynamics also played a role in colonial conquest and
control.

Contemporary Relevance and Environmental Legacy
The ecological imperialism definition remains relevant today as its environmental legacies continue
to shape global ecosystems. Understanding these historical processes provides context for current
environmental challenges linked to colonialism and globalization.

Invasive Species and Biodiversity Loss
The spread of invasive species during colonial times has had lasting impacts on biodiversity. Many
ecosystems remain altered by non-native species introduced centuries ago. Addressing invasive
species and conserving native biodiversity requires acknowledgment of these historical ecological
processes.

Land Use and Environmental Degradation
Colonial land-use patterns established during periods of ecological imperialism often persist,
contributing to ongoing environmental degradation. Issues such as deforestation, soil erosion, and
habitat loss can trace their roots to imperial-era transformations. Contemporary environmental
policy must consider these historical factors.

Postcolonial Environmental Justice
The environmental injustices experienced by indigenous and colonized peoples due to ecological
imperialism continue to inform postcolonial discourse. Efforts to restore ecosystems, recognize
indigenous land rights, and rectify environmental harm are informed by an understanding of
ecological imperialism’s impact.



Key Elements of Ecological Imperialism

Introduction of non-native species (plants, animals, pathogens)

Transformation of landscapes and ecosystems

Demographic changes due to disease and displacement

Economic and agricultural restructuring

Long-term ecological and social consequences

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of ecological imperialism?
Ecological imperialism refers to the process by which colonizing powers altered the ecosystems of
the lands they conquered, often through the introduction of non-native species, changes in land use,
and environmental exploitation, significantly impacting native flora, fauna, and indigenous
populations.

How does ecological imperialism differ from traditional
imperialism?
While traditional imperialism focuses on political and economic domination, ecological imperialism
emphasizes the environmental and ecological changes brought about by colonization, including the
spread of invasive species, deforestation, and transformation of landscapes.

Who coined the term ecological imperialism?
The term ecological imperialism was popularized by historian Alfred W. Crosby in his 1986 book,
where he explored how European colonists unintentionally and intentionally reshaped ecosystems in
the Americas, Australia, and elsewhere.

What are some examples of ecological imperialism?
Examples include the introduction of European plants and animals such as rats, sheep, and wheat to
the Americas and Australia, which displaced native species and altered local ecosystems,
contributing to European colonial success.

Why is ecological imperialism important in understanding
colonial history?
Ecological imperialism highlights the environmental dimension of colonization, showing how



ecological changes facilitated European dominance and had long-lasting impacts on indigenous
environments and societies.

Can ecological imperialism have lasting impacts today?
Yes, the ecological changes brought about by colonialism, such as invasive species and altered
landscapes, continue to affect biodiversity, agriculture, and environmental health in formerly
colonized regions today.

Additional Resources
1. Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 by Alfred W. Crosby
This foundational book introduces the concept of ecological imperialism, exploring how European
settlers transformed the environments of the New World through the introduction of plants, animals,
and diseases. Crosby argues that these biological factors were crucial in the success of European
colonization. The book combines history, ecology, and geography to explain the profound
environmental impacts of imperialism.

2. Nature and Power: A Global History of the Environment by Joachim Radkau
Radkau examines the relationship between human societies and nature throughout history, touching
upon themes of imperialism and environmental change. The book discusses how imperial powers
exploited natural resources and reshaped ecosystems to consolidate their control. It offers a broad
perspective on ecological transformations linked to colonial expansion.

3. Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World by Londa Schiebinger
This work investigates the role of plant exchanges and botanical knowledge in the expansion of
European empires. Schiebinger highlights how ecological imperialism involved the transfer of
economically valuable plants and the exploitation of colonial environments. The book sheds light on
the scientific and cultural dimensions of ecological domination.

4. Green Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical Island Edens and the Origins of
Environmentalism by Richard H. Grove
Grove explores the environmental consequences of European imperialism, particularly in tropical
regions. He argues that imperial activities led to significant ecological changes and also sparked
early environmental awareness and conservation efforts. The book links ecological imperialism with
the origins of modern environmentalism.

5. Colonial Ecologies: European Settlers and the Environment in North America and New Zealand
edited by Tim Coates
This collection of essays examines how European settlers altered the landscapes and ecosystems of
colonized territories. It addresses the ecological impacts of settlement, agriculture, and resource
extraction. The volume provides comparative insights into ecological imperialism in different
colonial contexts.

6. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 by Alfred W. Crosby
Crosby’s work focuses on the widespread ecological and cultural changes following the encounter
between the Old and New Worlds. The book details the transfer of species, diseases, and
technologies that underpinned ecological imperialism. It is a critical resource for understanding the
biological dimensions of imperial expansion.



7. Environmental History and the American South: A Reader edited by Craig E. Colten
This reader explores the environmental transformations in the American South, including the legacy
of plantation agriculture and colonization. It discusses how ecological imperialism shaped the
region’s landscapes and social structures. The essays also address resistance and adaptation to
environmental change.

8. Imperial Nature: The World Bank and Struggles for Social Justice in the Age of Globalization by
Michael Goldman
Goldman critiques contemporary forms of ecological imperialism through the lens of global
development policies. The book analyzes how environmental and economic agendas intersect with
power dynamics rooted in historical imperialism. It offers a modern perspective on ecological
domination and resistance.

9. Ecologies of Empire: On the New Uses of the Honeybee by Dan E. Chard
Chard’s book investigates the symbolic and ecological roles of the honeybee in imperial contexts. It
explores how bees were used to transform landscapes and economies in colonial settings. The work
provides a unique angle on ecological imperialism by focusing on multispecies interactions and
environmental change.
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  ecological imperialism definition: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 2004-01-12
People of European descent form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the
world - North America, Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism
are easy to explain; in many cases they were a matter of firearms against spears. But, as Alfred
Crosby maintains in this highly original and fascinating book, the Europeans' displacement and
replacement of the native peoples in the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of
military conquest. European organisms had certain decisive advantages over their New World and
Australian counterparts. The spread of European disease, flora, and fauna went hand in hand with
the growth of populations. Consequently, these imperialists became proprietors of the world's most
important agricultural lands. Now in a second edition with a new preface, Crosby revisits his
now-classic work and again evaluates the global historical importance of European ecological
expansion.
  ecological imperialism definition: Ecological Imperialism, Development, and the
Capitalist World-System Mariko Lin Frame, 2022-10-13 Two major trends are currently
challenging the sustainability of human civilization: extreme inequality and the ecological crisis. This
book argues that these are intrinsically linked by further exploring the complex relationships
between global ecological crises, neoliberal globalization, orthodox development policies, and
imperialism. Drawn from extensive theoretical, historical, policy, and empirical research, as well as
fieldwork in Africa and Asia, this book examines the crucial characteristics of the capitalist
world-system and how it enables and drives ecological imperialism. Neoliberal globalization has
allowed for capital’s unfettered access to and exploitation of Nature across the planet, and
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neoliberal development policies have reinforced a contemporary form of ecological imperialism
where the environments of the Global South are enclosed and exploited, and local communities are
dispossessed of their land and livelihoods. Simultaneously, resources from the Global South are
funneled to the Global North in the form of consumer goods and ecologically unequal exchange,
while the profits from those resources are siphoned away to transnational corporations, financiers,
and government elites. This work traces the historical development of free market policies, while
also paying special attention to the role of Northern international financial institutions, emerging
economies (the semi-periphery), and the often-hidden role of international finance in ecological
imperialism. This volume will be of keen interest to scholars and students of political economy,
critical development studies, environmental sociology, and political ecology.
  ecological imperialism definition: Ecological Imperialism , 2004 People of European descent
form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the world--North America,
Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism are easy to explain
because in many cases they were achieved by using firearms against spears. Alfred Crosby,
however, explains that the Europeans' displacement and replacement of the native peoples in the
temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of military conquest. Now in a new edition with a
new preface, Crosby revisits his classic work and again evaluates the ecological reasons for
European expansion.
  ecological imperialism definition: Ecological Imperialism , 1995
  ecological imperialism definition: A Dictionary of Human Geography Noel Castree,
Alisdair Rogers, Rob Kitchin, 2013-04-25 This new dictionary provides over 2,000 clear and concise
entries on human geography, covering basic terms and concepts as well as biographies,
organisations, and major periods and schools. Authoritative and accessible, this is a must-have for
every student of human geography, as well as for professionals and interested members of the
public.
  ecological imperialism definition: Guano and the Opening of the Pacific World Gregory
T. Cushman, 2013-03-25 This book traces the history of bird guano, demonstrating how this unique
commodity helped unite the Pacific Basin with the industrialized world.
  ecological imperialism definition: Guide to Sustainable Development and Environmental
Policy William L Ascher, Natalia Mirovitskaya, 2002-03-29 A compilation of definitions, terms, and
critical commentary on aspects of sustainable development and environmental policy, with a strong
emphasis on policy tools, policy practices, and systems of international environmental governance.
  ecological imperialism definition: Environments in a Changing World John Huckle,
Adrian Martin, 2014-09-19 While there is no shortage of of books on the environment there are few
introductory texts that outline the social theory that informs human geographical approaches to the
interactions between ecology and society. Students arriving at university often lack the
understanding of history, economics, politics, sociology and philosophy that contemporary human
geography requires. Environments in a Changing World addresses this deficit, providing foundation
knowledge in a form that is accessible to first year students and applied to the understanding of both
contemporary environmental issues and the challenge of sustainability. Students are challenged to
develop and defend their own ethical and political positions on sustainability and respond to the
need for new forms of ecological citizenship.
  ecological imperialism definition: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 2004 New edition
of this classic work that evaluates the ecological reasons for European expansion.
  ecological imperialism definition: The EU as a Global Regulator for Environmental Protection
Ioanna Hadjiyianni, 2019-08-08 This book critically examines the extension of EU environmental
legislation beyond EU borders through measures that determine access to the single market on the
basis of processes that take place in third countries. It makes a timely contribution to political
debates about the relations between EU and non-EU countries, and the Union's role in the global
governance of environmental policy, where it has been considered a global leader. The book aims to
identify and explain the emerging legal phenomenon of internal environmental measures with



extraterritorial implications as an important manifestation of EU global regulatory power, and
assesses the extraterritorial reach of EU environmental law from a legitimacy perspective. It
examines mechanisms that can bolster its legitimacy, focusing on the legal orders of the EU and the
World Trade Organization, which are key legal fora for controlling the EU's global regulatory power.
  ecological imperialism definition: Routledge Handbook of Ecological Economics Clive L.
Spash, 2017-04-07 Since becoming formally established with an international academic society in
the late 1980s, ecological economics has advanced understanding of the interactions between social
and biophysical reality. It initially combined questioning of the basis of mainstream economics with a
concern for environmental degradation and limits to growth, but has now advanced well beyond
critique into theoretical, analytical and policy alternatives. Social ecological economics and
transformation to an alternative future now form core ideas in an interdisciplinary approach
combining insights from a range of disciplines including heterodox economics, political ecology,
sociology, political science, social psychology, applied philosophy, environmental ethics and a range
of natural sciences. This handbook, edited by a leading figure in the field, demonstrates the
dynamism of ecological economics in a wide-ranging collection of state-of-the-art essays. Containing
contributions from an array of international researchers who are pushing the boundaries of the field,
the Routledge Handbook of Ecological Economics showcases the diversity of the field and points the
way forward. A critical analytical perspective is combined with realism about how economic systems
operate and their essential connection to the natural world and society. This provides a rich
understanding of how biophysical reality relates to and integrates with social reality. Chapters
provide succinct overviews of the literature covering a range of subject areas including: heterodox
thought on the environment; society, power and politics, markets and consumption; value and ethics;
science and society; methods for evaluation and policy analysis; policy challenges; and the future
post-growth society. The rich contents dispel the myth of there being no alternatives to current
economic thought and the political economy it supports. The Routledge Handbook of Ecological
Economics provides a guide to the literature on ecological economics in an informative and easily
accessible form. It is essential reading for those interested in exploring and understanding the
interactions between the social, ecological and economic and is an important resource for those
interested in fields such as: human ecology, political ecology, environmental politics, human
geography, environmental management, environmental evaluation, future and transition studies,
environmental policy, development studies and heterodox economics.
  ecological imperialism definition: Environmental Harm Rob White, 2014-09-24 This unique
study of social harm offers a systematic and critical discussion of the nature of environmental harm
from an eco-justice perspective, challenging conventional criminological definitions of environmental
harm. The book evaluates three interconnected justice-related approaches to environmental harm:
environmental justice (humans), ecological justice (the environment) and species justice (non-human
animals). It provides a critical assessment of environmental harm by interrogating key concepts and
exploring how activists and social movements engage in the pursuit of justice. It concludes by
describing the tensions between the different approaches and the importance of developing an
eco-justice framework that to some extent can reconcile these differences. Using empirical evidence
built on theoretical foundations with examples and illustrations from many national contexts,
‘Environmental harm’ will be of interest to students and academics in criminology, sociology, law,
geography, environmental studies, philosophy and social policy all over the world.
  ecological imperialism definition: The Environmental Imagination Lawrence Buell, 1995 With
Thoreau’s Walden as a touchstone, Buell offers an account of environmental perception, the place of
nature in the history of Western thought, and the consequences for literary scholarship of
attempting to imagine a more “ecocentric” way of being. In doing so, he provides a profound
rethinking of our literary and cultural reflections on nature.
  ecological imperialism definition: Global Ecopolitics Revisited Philippe Le Prestre,
2017-02-10 Faced with worsening environmental indicators, cooperation hurdles, and the limited
effectiveness of current institutions, reforming international environmental governance has proven



elusive, despite various diplomatic initiatives at the United Nations level over the last two decades.
Overcoming the current dead end, however, may rest less in devising new arrangements than in
challenging how the problem has been approached. Presenting a multifaceted exploration of some of
the key issues and questions in global ecopolitics, this book brings together recent advances in
research on global environmental governance in order to identify new avenues of inquiry and action.
Each chapter questions elements of the current wisdom and covers a topic that lies at the heart of
global environmental governance, including the reasons for engagement, the evolving relationship
between science and policy, the potential and limits of the European Union as a key actor, the role of
developing and emergent countries, and the contours of a complex governance of international
environmental issues. Laying the foundation for rethinking at a time of great transformation in
global ecopolitics, this book will be important reading for students of environmental politics and
governance. It will also be of relevance to policy makers with an interest in going beyond the
prevailing discourse on this crucial topic.
  ecological imperialism definition: The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History Andrew C.
Isenberg, 2017 The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History draws on a wealth of new
scholarship to offer diverse perspectives on the state of the field.
  ecological imperialism definition: International Environmental Law and the Global South
Shawkat Alam, Sumudu Atapattu, Carmen G. Gonzalez, Jona Razzaque, 2015-09-17 The
unprecedented degradation of the planet's vital ecosystems is among the most pressing issues
confronting the international community. Despite the proliferation of legal instruments to combat
environmental problems, conflicts between rich and poor nations (the North-South divide) have
compromised international environmental law, leading to deadlocks in environmental treaty
negotiations and noncompliance with existing agreements. This volume examines both the historical
origins of the North-South divide in European colonialism as well as its contemporary manifestations
in a range of issues including food justice, energy justice, indigenous rights, trade, investment,
extractive industries, human rights, land grabs, hazardous waste, and climate change. Born out of
the recognition that global inequality and profligate consumerism present threats to a sustainable
planet, this book makes a unique contribution to international environmental law by emphasizing the
priorities and perspectives of the global South.
  ecological imperialism definition: International Encyclopedia of Geography, 15 Volume Set
Noel Castree, Michael F. Goodchild, Audrey Kobayashi, Weidong Liu, Richard A. Marston,
2017-03-20 Zweifelsohne das Referenzwerk zu diesem weitgefächerten und dynamischen
Fachgebiet. The International Encyclopedia of Geograph ist das Ergebnis einer einmaligen
Zusammenarbeit zwischen Wiley und der American Association of Geographers (AAG), beleuchtet
und definiert Konzepte, Forschung und Techniken in der Geographie und zugehörigen Fachgebieten.
Die Enzyklopädie ist als Online-Ausgabe und 15-bändige farbige Printversion erhältlich. Unter der
Mitarbeit einer Gruppe von Experten aus aller Welt ist ein umfassender und fundierter Überblick
über die Geographie in allen Erdteilen entstanden. - Enthält mehr als 1.000 Einträge zwischen 1.000
und 10.000 Wörtern, die verständlich in grundlegende Konzepte einführen, komplexe Themen
erläutern und Informationen zu geographischen Gesellschaften aus aller Welt enthalten. -
Entstanden unter der Mitarbeit von mehr als 900 Wissenschaftlern aus über 40 Ländern und bietet
damit einen umfassenden und fundierten Überblick über die Geographie in allen Erdteilen. - Deckt
das Fachgebiet umfassend ab und berücksichtigt auch die Richtungen Humangeographie,
Physikalische Geographie, geographische Informationswissenschaften und -systeme,
Erdwissenschaften und Umweltwissenschaften. - Führt interdisziplinäre Sichtweisen zu
geographischen Themen und Verfahren zusammen, die auch für die Sozialwissenschaften,
Geisteswissenschaften, Naturwissenschaften und Medizin von Interesse sind. - Printausgabe
durchgängig in Farbe mit über 1.000 Illustrationen und Fotos. - Online-Ausgabe wird jährlich
aktualisiert.
  ecological imperialism definition: Ecotexts in the Postcolonial Francosphere Nsah Mala,
Nicki Hitchcott, 2025-05-23 Through a postcolonial lens, this book explores the various ways in



which francophone writers, visual artists and activists are responding to the global climate and
environmental crises threatening the Earth today. The volume covers most of the francosphere:
Africa, the Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, South America and Polynesia. As well as discussing a range
of environmental issues, from soil erosion to nuclear testing, it also considers ways in which
francophone writers have become ecological activists. The ecotexts discussed include graphic
novels, visual narratives, and zines alongside more conventional literary texts such as novels, short
stories and poetry. The book seeks to decentre Belgium and France in francophone ecocritical
scholarship while engaging in current debates in the field of ecocriticism, including the afterlives of
Belgian and French colonialism and neo-colonialism in relation to climate change and environmental
degradation, Blue Humanities, waste and toxicity studies, critical animal and plant studies,
Indigenous peoples and their cultures and knowledges, climate-environmental (in)justice, and
writerly/textual activism for climate and environment. It aims to widen the geographical scope of
francophone ecocriticism by discussing a wide range of eco-themes that go beyond the segmentation
and compartmentalisation found in other books in the field.
  ecological imperialism definition: Postcolonial Ecocriticism Graham Huggan, Helen Tiffin,
2015-04-17 This second edition of Postcolonial Ecocriticism, a book foundational for its field, has
been updated to consider recent developments in the area such as environmental humanities and
animal studies. Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin examine transverse relations between humans,
animals and the environment across a wide range of postcolonial literary texts and also address key
issues such as global warming, food security, human over-population in the context of animal
extinction, queer ecology, and the connections between postcolonial and disability theory.
Considering the postcolonial first from an environmental and then a zoocritical perspective, the book
looks at: Narratives of development in postcolonial writing Entitlement, belonging and the pastoral
Colonial 'asset stripping' and the Christian mission The politics of eating and the representation of
cannibalism Animality and spirituality Sentimentality and anthropomorphism The changing place of
humans and animals in a 'posthuman' world. With a new preface written specifically for this edition
and an annotated list of suggestions for further reading, Postcolonial Ecocriticism offers a
comprehensive and fully up-to-date introduction to a rapidly expanding field.
  ecological imperialism definition: Canadian Natural Resource and Environmental Policy, 2nd
edition , 2005 This expanded and updated edition of Canadian Natural Resource and Environmental
Policy examines policy making in one of the most significant areas of activity in the Canadian
economy - natural resources and the environment. It discusses the evolution of resource policies
from the early era of exploitation to the present era of resource and environmental management,
including the Kyoto Protocol. Using an integrated political economy and policy perspective, the book
provides an analytic framework through which ideological perspectives, administrative structures,
and substantive issues are explored. --Résumé de l'éditeur.
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