edith stein on women

edith stein on women offers a profound and insightful perspective on the nature, identity, and vocation of
women, deeply rooted in her philosophical and theological reflections. As a prominent 20th-century
philosopher, mystic, and Catholic saint, Edith Stein explored the unique dignity and role of women in
society, emphasizing the complementarity between men and women while highlighting the distinctive
spiritual and personal qualities inherent in womanhood. Her writings and lectures address the essential
questions surrounding femininity, motherhood, and the interplay between personal freedom and social
responsibility. Understanding Edith Stein on women provides valuable context for contemporary
discussions on gender, ethics, and faith. This article will delve into her core ideas, exploring her
philosophical anthropology, views on women's vocation, and the implications for modern society. The

following sections present a detailed overview of Edith Stein's contributions to the discourse on women.

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein on Women

Edith Stein’s View on the Vocation of Women

Complementarity and the Relationship Between Men and Women

The Role of Motherhood and Family in Stein’s Thought

Spirituality and Feminine Identity According to Edith Stein

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein on Women

Edith Stein’s philosophical approach to women is firmly grounded in her background as a phenomenologist,
particularly influenced by the work of Edmund Husserl. Her focus on empathy and the lived experience
enables a nuanced understanding of the female person as both an individual and a relational being. For
Stein, the essence of womanhood is not reducible to biological or social categories but must be apprehended

through a careful analysis of personal identity and existential realities.

The Phenomenology of Empathy and Female Identity

Stein’s phenomenology emphasizes empathy as the foundation for understanding others, which plays a
crucial role in her conception of women. Through empathy, the unique experiences and inner life of
women can be appreciated, revealing their specific existential mode. This philosophical method allows her

to argue that women possess an inherent capacity for relationality and receptivity, setting a basis for their



distinctive role in human society.

Personalism and the Human Person

Building on personalist philosophy, Edith Stein views the woman as a personal being whose identity is
shaped through relationships and self-realization. She highlights the unity of body and soul in the female
person, emphasizing that true womanhood transcends physical characteristics to include intellectual and
spiritual dimensions. This holistic perspective challenges reductive views and affirms the dignity of

women as persons.

Edith Stein’s View on the Vocation of Women

Central to Edith Stein on women is her emphasis on the vocation, or calling, of women in life. Stein
articulates that women have a specific and irreplaceable role that complements that of men, while also
allowing for diverse expressions of female identity beyond traditional roles. Her reflections encourage an

appreciation for the varied ways women can contribute to society and the Church.

Vocation as a Calling to Service and Love

Stein interprets vocation as a divine calling to serve others through love, a mission that women are
particularly suited for due to their natural disposition towards empathy and nurturing. She underlines that
this calling is not limited to motherhood but extends to all forms of service in social, educational, and

religious contexts.

Diversity of Female Vocations

While acknowledging traditional roles such as motherhood, Edith Stein also recognizes the importance of
women’s participation in intellectual and professional fields. She advocates for respect towards women who

choose paths outside of family life, asserting that their contributions enrich the broader human community.

Complementarity and the Relationship Between Men and

Women

Edith Stein on women is incomplete without addressing her insights on the complementary relationship
between men and women. She argues that this complementarity is fundamental to human nature and

social harmony, reflecting both natural order and spiritual significance.



Complementarity as Mutual Enrichment

According to Stein, men and women are designed to complement and enrich each other through their
differences. This complementarity is not a hierarchy but a mutual exchange that fosters growth,

understanding, and balance within relationships and society.

Unity and Distinction in Gender Relations

Stein stresses that unity between men and women does not mean uniformity. Instead, she advocates for
honoring the distinctiveness of each gender while fostering collaboration and respect. This vision promotes

a healthy relational dynamic that benefits families, communities, and the Church.

The Role of Motherhood and Family in Stein’s Thought

Motherhood holds a prominent place in Edith Stein’s reflections on women, viewed as a natural and noble
vocation that embodies self-giving love and formation of new life. She connects motherhood with broader

themes of sacrifice, creativity, and spiritual growth.

Motherhood as a Vocation of Love and Responsibility

Stein portrays motherhood as a unique expression of womanly love, involving both physical and spiritual
dimensions. It requires patience, dedication, and a profound sense of responsibility, shaping not only

children but society’s future.

Family as the Foundation of Society

Edith Stein emphasizes the family as the primary social unit where the complementary roles of men and
women manifest most fully. She argues that the stability and health of the family are essential for the

flourishing of individuals and communities alike.

Spirituality and Feminine Identity According to Edith Stein

Spirituality is integral to Edith Stein on women, reflecting her own journey from philosophy to mysticism
and sainthood. She highlights the spiritual destiny of women and their capacity for contemplative insight

and union with God.



The Feminine Soul and Spiritual Maturity

Stein describes the feminine soul as uniquely attuned to receptivity and openness, qualities that facilitate
spiritual growth and deeper understanding of divine mysteries. This spiritual maturity enriches both

personal sanctity and communal life.

Women’s Role in the Church and Spiritual Community

Edith Stein advocates for the active participation of women in the spiritual life of the Church, recognizing
their potential as teachers, mystics, and leaders in faith. She calls for honoring their contributions while

maintaining respect for their distinct identity within the ecclesial context.

Philosophical foundations emphasize empathy and personalism

Vocation includes diverse paths beyond traditional roles

Complementarity highlights mutual enrichment and respect

Motherhood is a central, sacred vocation

Spirituality underscores women’s unique soul and role in the Church

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was Edith Stein and what is her significance in discussions about

women?

Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Discalced
Carmelite nun. She is significant in discussions about women due to her philosophical writings on the
nature and role of women, emphasizing their dignity, vocation, and contribution to society from a Christian

perspective.

What is Edith Stein's view on the nature of womanhood?

Edith Stein viewed womanhood as a unique and essential aspect of human existence, characterized by
empathy, relationality, and a natural orientation towards nurturing and care. She believed that these

qualities contribute fundamentally to the fabric of society and human community.



How did Edith Stein describe the vocation of women?

Edith Stein described the vocation of women as multifaceted, including roles as mothers, educators, and
contributors to social and spiritual life. She emphasized that women's vocation should be respected and
valued in both family and society, and that it transcends mere biological functions to include intellectual

and spiritual dimensions.

Did Edith Stein address the issue of equality between men and women?

Yes, Edith Stein advocated for the dignity and equal worth of women, arguing that men and women are
equal in humanity but have different roles and characteristics. She stressed that equality does not mean

uniformity but mutual respect and recognition of differences.

What influence did Edith Stein's philosophical background have on her

views about women?

Edith Stein’s philosophical background in phenomenology helped her analyze the essence of womanhood
by focusing on lived experience, empathy, and consciousness. This allowed her to articulate a nuanced

understanding of women's identity beyond stereotypes and social roles.

How did Edith Stein integrate her religious beliefs with her views on

women?

Edith Stein integrated her Catholic faith with her views on women by interpreting womanhood through
the lens of Christian anthropology, seeing women as created in the image of God with a special calling to

love, sacrifice, and spiritual motherhood, which complements the broader mission of human salvation.

What impact did Edith Stein have on feminist thought or women's

studies?

While Edith Stein is not typically classified as a feminist in the modern sense, her work has influenced
feminist thought by providing a philosophical and theological foundation that affirms the dignity and

vocation of women, challenging both secular and religious stereotypes.

Are there any specific works by Edith Stein that focus on women?

Yes, Edith Stein’s essay "On the Problem of Empathy" and her writings collected in "Edith Stein: The
Philosophy of Woman" specifically address issues related to women’s nature, identity, and role, offering

valuable insights into gender relations and female experience.



How is Edith Stein’s legacy relevant to contemporary discussions about

women?

Edith Stein’s legacy remains relevant as it provides a perspective that values both the equality and
distinctiveness of women, encouraging a balanced view that honors women’s contributions in family,

society, and the Church, which is important in ongoing debates about gender roles and women's rights.

Additional Resources

1. Edith Stein: Woman and Philosopher

This book explores the life of Edith Stein as both a pioneering philosopher and a woman who navigated the
complex social and religious landscapes of the early 20th century. It delves into her intellectual
contributions and her reflections on womanhood, emphasizing her unique perspective shaped by her
experiences as a Jewish convert to Catholicism. The text also highlights her role as a role model for women

seeking to reconcile faith, intellect, and identity.

2. Edith Stein on Womanhood and Spirituality

Focusing on Stein's writings about the nature of women, this book examines her philosophical and
theological insights into femininity and the spiritual vocation of women. It discusses how Stein integrates
her phenomenological background with Catholic thought to articulate a vision of womanhood that is both
dignified and transcendent. The work is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of gender,

philosophy, and spirituality.

3. The Feminine in Edith Stein’s Philosophy

This volume provides a detailed analysis of how Edith Stein’s phenomenological approach informs her
understanding of the feminine identity. It explores themes such as empathy, relationality, and the unique
ways women experience and contribute to the world. The book also addresses Stein’s impact on

contemporary feminist philosophy and theology.

4. Edith Stein and the Vocation of Women

This book investigates Edith Stein’s perspective on the specific callings and vocations of women within the
church and society. Drawing from her essays and lectures, it outlines Stein’s belief in the complementarity
of men and women and the special role women play in nurturing life and culture. The text also reflects on

Stein’s legacy in discussions about women’s roles in modern religious contexts.

5. Edith Stein: A Woman'’s Journey to Holiness

Tracing the spiritual journey of Edith Stein, this biography emphasizes her development as a woman of
faith and intellect. It highlights her struggles with identity, her conversion, and her eventual martyrdom,
presenting her as a model of holiness especially relevant to women seeking to live authentically in faith.

The narrative is both inspiring and informative, offering insights into her personal and spiritual growth.

6. Women in the Thought of Edith Stein



This scholarly work compiles essays that analyze Edith Stein’s contributions to the understanding of
women from multiple academic perspectives. Topics include her phenomenology of empathy, her
theological reflections on the female nature, and her influence on feminist theology. The book serves as a

comprehensive resource for those studying Stein’s complex views on gender.

7. Edith Stein and the Feminine Genius

Exploring the concept of the “feminine genius,” this book relates Edith Stein’s philosophy to the broader
Catholic understanding of women's unique gifts and roles. It discusses how Stein’s thought supports the
dignity and value of women’s contributions in family, church, and society. The text also engages with

contemporary debates about feminism and tradition through the lens of Stein’s writings.

8. Edith Stein’s Reflections on Woman and Society

This work examines how Edith Stein perceived the social roles and responsibilities of women in a rapidly
changing world. It highlights her insights into education, work, and family life, advocating for a balanced
approach that honors women’s individuality and social commitments. The book is particularly useful for

readers interested in the social philosophy of gender.

9. Edith Stein: Philosophy, Faith, and Womanhood

This comprehensive study intertwines Edith Stein’s philosophical achievements with her deep Catholic
faith and her reflections on womanhood. It illustrates how her intellectual rigor and spiritual depth provide
a rich framework for understanding the dignity and vocation of women. The book appeals to those

interested in philosophy, theology, and gender studies alike.
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edith stein on women: Edith Stein Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 2012-10-30 To help celebrate
the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received the task of
preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an illuminating
reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out how entering
the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed presentation of John's
thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount Carmel and The Dark
Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul shares, through a
unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the summer of 1942, the
Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this profound study lying
open in her room. Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in Germany, Edith Stein
traveled discreetly across the border into Holland to find safe harbor in the Carmel of Echt. But the
Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again put Edith in danger. The cross weighed down heavily as those
of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross's superiors then assigned her a task
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they thought would take her mind off the threatening situation. The fourth centenary of the birth, of
St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and Edith could surely contribute a valuable study for
the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her circumstances she discovered in the subject of
the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject like this enabled her to grasp John's unity of
being as expressed in his life and works. Using her training in phenomenology, she helps the reader
apprehend the difference in the symbolic character of cross and night and why the night-symbol
prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is designated by him as a night through which the
soul must pass to reach union with God and points out how entering the night is equivalent to
carrying the cross. Finally, in a fascinating way Edith speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of
personal life, an inmost region, is present in both God and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage
this inmost region is surrendered by each to the other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in
contemplation all that is mortal is consumed in the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined
for immortal being, to move through fire along a path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his
resurrection. Book includes two photos and fully linked index.

edith stein on women: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Cathey, MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally
embrace and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women
need to prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter
to Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com

edith stein on women: Embracing Edith Stein Anne Costa, 2014 Join author Anne Costa as
she shares the wisdom of Edith Stein. While the author never knew Edith Stein personally, her
writings had a profound affect on her, and she came to view Edith Stein as a spiritual friend.
Embracing Edith Stein shows how the different aspects of the life and teachings of St. Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross can serve as a guide for women and their unique vocation today. Written in a
friendly, conversational style, this is one woman sharing the story of her friendship with this saint
with her readers.

edith stein on women: Edith Stein: Women, Social-Political Philosophy, Theology, Metaphysics
and Public History Antonio Calcagno, 2015-11-11 This volume explores the work and thought of
Edith Stein (1891-1942). It discusses in detail, and from new perspectives, the traditional areas of
her thinking, including her ideas about women/feminism, theology, and metaphysics. In addition, it
introduces readers to new and/or understudied areas of her thought, including her views on history,
and her social and political philosophy. The guiding thread that connects all the essays in this book
is the emphasis on new approaches and novel applications of her philosophy. The contributions both
extend the interdisciplinary implications of Stein’s thinking for our contemporary world and apply
her insights to questions of theatre, public history and biographical representation, education,
politics, autism, theological debates, feminism, sexuality studies and literature. The volume brings
together for the first time leading scholars in five language-groups, including English, German,
Italian, French and Spanish-speaking authors, thereby reflecting an international and cosmopolitan
approach to Stein studies.

edith stein on women: Essays on Woman Edith Stein (sainte).), 1987

edith stein on women: Women and Gender in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia, and Eurasia
Mary Zirin, Irina Livezeanu, Christine D. Worobec, June Pachuta Farris, 2015-03-26 This is the first
comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and multilingual bibliography on Women and Gender in East
Central Europe and the Balkans (Vol. 1) and The Lands of the Former Soviet Union (Vol. 2) over the
past millennium. The coverage encompasses the relevant territories of the Russian, Hapsburg, and
Ottoman empires, Germany and Greece, and the Jewish and Roma diasporas. Topics range from
legal status and marital customs to economic participation and gender roles, plus unparalleled
documentation of women writers and artists, and autobiographical works of all kinds. The volumes




include approximately 30,000 bibliographic entries on works published through the end of 2000, as
well as web sites and unpublished dissertations. Many of the individual entries are annotated with
brief descriptions of major works and the tables of contents for collections and anthologies. The
entries are cross-referenced and each volume includes indexes.

edith stein on women: The Oxford Handbook of Nineteenth-Century Women
Philosophers in the German Tradition Kristin Gjesdal, Dalia Nassar, 2024 This Oxford Handbook
celebrates the work of trailblazing women in the history of modern philosophy. Through thirty-one
original chapters, it engages with the work of women philosophers spanning the long nineteenth
century in the German tradition, and covers women's contribution to major philosophical
movements, including romanticism and idealism, socialism, and Marxism, Nietzscheanism, feminism,
phenomenology, and neo-Kantianism. It opens with a section on figures, offering essays focused on
fifteen thinkers in this tradition, before moving on to sections of essays on movement and topics.
Across the volume's chapters, essays examine women's contributions to key philosophical areas such
as epistemology and metaphysics, aesthetics, ethics, social and political philosophy, ecology,
education, and the philosophy of nature.

edith stein on women: A History of Women and Ordination Ida Raming, 2002 The Priestly
Office of Women: God's gift to a Renewed Church is the English translation of the second edition of
Dr. Ida Raming's classic study of the exclusion of women from ordination in the Western Christian
Church, The Exclusion of Women from the Priesthood: Divine Law or Sex Discrimination? (SCP,
1976). This new edition includes a bibliography on women's ordination from 1973 to the present plus
three recent essays by Dr. Raming and a complete translation of the Latin sources cited by Dr.
Raming.

edith stein on women: Women in Christ Michele M. Schumacher, 2004 The challenge of
promoting the new feminism has barely been addressed since it was first launched by Pope John
Paul II in his 1995 encyclical Evangelium vitae. The thirteen contributors in this book, all
outstanding international scholars, take up this task, together laying the necessary theoretical
foundation for the new feminism. These chapters articulate an integral philosophical and theological
understanding of persons that moves beyond patriarchy on the one hand and traditional feminism on
the other. Central to the new perspective offered here is the biblical revelation of the human person
-- man and woman -- in Christ, a vision that directs women beyond the male standard against which
they have too often been measured. Far from constraining women to an eternal essence, the
dynamic view presented here encourages each woman to realize herself in perfect Christian
freedom.

edith stein on women: Women Phenomenologists on Social Ontology Sebastian Luft, Ruth
Hagengruber, 2018-10-24 This edited volume examines women's voices in phenomenology, many of
which had a formative impact on the movement but have be kept relatively silent for many years. It
features papers that truly extend the canonical scope of phenomenological research. Readers will
discover the rich philosophical output of such scholars as Edith Stein, Hedwig Conrad-Martius, and
Gerda Walther. They will also come to see how the phenomenological movement allowed its female
proponents to achieve a position in the academic world few women could enjoy at the time. The book
explores the intersection of social ontology, phenomenology, and women scholars in phenomenology.
The papers offer a fresh look at such topics as the nature of communities, shared values, feelings,
and other mental content. In addition, coverage examines the contributions of Jewish women to the
science, who were present at the beginning of the phenomenological movement. This remarkable
anthology also features a paper on Gerda Walther written by Linda Lopez McAlister, former editor of
the feminist journal Hypatia, who had met Walther in 1976. This book features work from the
conference “Women Phenomenologists on Social Ontology,” held at the University of Paderborn.
Overall, it collects profiles and analysis that unveil a hidden history of phenomenology.

edith stein on women: Women in Christianity in the Modern Age Lisa Isherwood, Megan
Clay, 2021-12-30 Women in Christianity in the Modern Age examines the role of women in
Christianity in the 20th and early 21st Centuries. This edited volume includes eight important



contributions from academics in the field. The modern era has been an age of social and religious
upheaval, and the ravages of global warfare and changes to women’s role in society have made the
examination of the place of women in religion a key question in theology. From theological concerns
- engagements with the biblical texts by feminist and anti-feminist theologians, the modern role of
Mary and women saints - to political and social debates on women’s ministry and place in society,
and cultural shifts as expressed through theologically inspired artwork by women, Women in
Christianity in the Modern Age provides an overview and in-depth studies of a tumultuous and
changing era. This insightful text will be of key interest to students and scholars in Religion and
Cultural Studies.

edith stein on women: The Complementarity of Women and Men Paul C. Vitz, 2021-04-30
Contributors explore the complementarity of women and men--that women and men are equal and
different--as underpinned by Catholic theology and expressed in philosophy, theology, psychology,
and art--

edith stein on women: Edith Stein's Finite and Eternal Being Sarah Borden Sharkey,
2023-02-13 There are few topics more central to philosophical discussions than the meaning of
being, and few thinkers offer a more compelling and original vision of that meaning than Edith Stein
(1891-1942). Stein’s magnum opus, drawing from her decades working with the early
phenomenologists and intense years as a student and translator of medieval texts, lays out a grand
vision, bringing together phenomenological and scholastic insights into an integrated whole. The
sheer scope of Stein’s project in Finite and Eternal Being is daunting, and the text can be
challenging to navigate. In this book, Sarah Borden Sharkey provides a guide to Stein’s great final
philosophical work and intellectual vision. The opening essays give an overview of Stein’s method
and argument, and they place Finite and Eternal Being both within its historical context and in
relation to contemporary discussions. The author also provides clear, detailed summaries of each
section of Stein’s opus, drawing from the latest scholarship on Stein’s manuscript. Edith Stein’s
Finite and Eternal Being: A Companion offers a unique guide, opening up Stein’s grand
cathedral-like vision of the meaning of being as the unfolding of meaning.

edith stein on women: Women Philosophers in the Long Nineteenth Century Dalia
Nassar, Kristin Gjesdal, 2021 The long nineteenth-century--the period beginning with the French
Revolution and ending with World War I--was a transformative period for women philosophers in
German-speaking countries and contexts. The period spans romanticism and idealism, socialism,
Nietzscheanism, and phenomenology, philosophical movements we most often associate with Hegel,
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, and Marx--but rarely with women. Yet women philosophers
not only contributed to these movements, but also spearheaded debates about their social and
political implications. While today their works are less well-known than those of their male
contemporaries, many of these women philosophers were widely-read and influential in their own
time. Their contributions shed important new light on nineteenth-century philosophy and philosophy
more generally: revealing the extent to which various movements which we consider distinct were
joined, and demonstrating the degree to which philosophy can transform lives and be transformed
by lived experiences and practices. In the nineteenth-century, women philosophers explored a wide
range of philosophical topics and styles. Working within and in dialogue with popular philosophical
movements, women philosophers helped shape philosophy's agenda and provided unique approaches
to existential, political, aesthetic, and epistemological questions. Though largely deprived formal
education and academic positions, women thinkers developed a way of philosophizing that was
accessible, intuitive, and activist in spirit. The present volume makes available to English-language
readers--in many cases for the first time--the works of nine women philosophers, with the hope of
stimulating further interest in and scholarship on their works. The volume includes a comprehensive
introduction to women philosophers in the Nineteenth Century and introduces each philosopher and
her position. The translations are furnished with explanatory footnotes. The volume is designed to be
accessible to students as well as scholars.

edith stein on women: “"Thece Women of Perfection Hilda Graef, 1957




edith stein on women: Personalism and Mathematics as Women's Personifestoes Dr. Patrick
ODougherty, 2018-03-05 Personalism is the philosophy of the integrity of the person in all
dimension. Dignity is part of the identity of the person. Skin color relates to integrity. Economic
stability relates to a stable relationship. The integrity of the person also has a descriptive
mathematical matrix dimension. The 4 principles of algebra the commutative, The associative and
distributive and the inverse laws of mathematics chart the person in mapping and relationship. The
pershoohood of Personalism counters the personhood of the corpiration, The body and person have a
mystical solidarity dimension that is also incomensurable. Enter the web and bridge of the person
with your narrative.

edith stein on women: Voices of the Women's Health Movement, Volume 1 Barbara
Seaman, Laura Eldridge, 2012-02-14 An unprecedented and definitive collection of rabble-rousing
writings on women'’s health, Voices of the Women’s Health Movement explores a range of
provocative topics from reproductive rights to sexuality to motherhood. Trail-blazing advocate
Barbara Seaman and health activist Laura Eldridge bring the revolutionary ideas of several
generations together in this powerful new book celebrating women’s bodies, and women’s voices.
The more than two hundred contributors include Jennifer Baumgardner, Susan Brownmiller, Phyllis
Chesler, Angela Y. Davis, Barbara Ehrenreich, Germaine Greer, Shulamith Firestone, Charlotte
Perkins Gilman, Erica Jong, Molly Haskell, Shere Hite, Susie Orbach, Judith Rossner, Alix Kates
Shulman, Gloria Steinem, Sojourner Truth, Rebecca Walker, Naomi Wolf, and many others. With
Voices of the Women’s Health Movement, for the first time, every woman and girl can experience in
one place the powerful history of stirring words and strong female perspectives that have inspired
countless women to take control of their health and their lives. Volume One highlights include
influential writings on birth control; menstruation; pregnancy and birthing; motherhood;
menopause; abortion; and lesbian, bisexual, and transgender health.

edith stein on women: Women, Sainthood, and Power Oliva M. Espin, 2019-10-23 Women,
Sainthood, and Power explores the life stories of an international gallery of female saints from the
wide-angle lens of several intellectual disciplines and the close-up view afforded by keenly observed
fine points of character. Oliva M. Espin combines multidisciplinary scholarly research with a
novelist’s eye for detail to create vivid portraits of saints in their times and places. Using her own
memories, Espin argues that there are lessons to learn today from the lives of these exceptional
women. This book is recommended for scholars and students of psychology, religious studies,
gender and women'’s studies, history, cultural studies, and ethnic studies.

edith stein on women: Three Women in Dark Times Sylvie Courtine-Denamy, 2000 Three
women, all philosophers, all of Jewish descent, provide a human face for a decade of crisis in this
powerful and moving book. The dark years when the Nazis rose to power are here seen through the
lives of Edith Stein, a disciple of Husserl and author of La science et la croix, who died in Auschwitz
in 1942; Hannah Arendt, pupil of Heidegger and Jaspers and author of Eichmann in Jerusalem, who
unhesitatingly responded to Hitler by making a personal commitment to Zionism; and Simone Weil,
a student of Alain and author of La pesanteur et la grace. Following her subjects from 1933 to 1943,
Sylvie Courtine-Denamy recounts how these three great philosophers of the twentieth century
endeavored with profound moral commitment to address the issues confronting them. Condemned to
exile, they not only sought to understand a horrible reality, but also attempted to make peace with it.
To do so, Edith Stein and Simone Weil encouraged a stoic acceptance of necessity while Hannah
Arendt argued for the capacity for renewal and the need to fight against the banality of evil.
Courtine-Denamy also describes how as a student each woman caught the eye of her famous male
teacher, yet dared to criticize and go beyond him. She explores each one's sense of her femininity,
her position on the woman question, and her relation to her Jewishness. All three, the author writes,
are compelling figures who move us with their fierce desire to understand a world out of joint,
reconcile it with itself, and, despite everything, love it.

edith stein on women: Women and the Christian Story Jennifer Hornyak Wojciechowski, 2022
For most of its history, Christianity has told its stories from the perspective of men. Jennifer Hornyak




Wojciechowski foregrounds the story of Christian women for a new era. Be they powerful or
nameless, saintly or flawed, women across two millennia and six continents are allowed to speak
fully to their part in the spread of a global faith.
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