
ed kemper psychology

ed kemper psychology is a complex and chilling subject that delves into the mind of one of America’s most
notorious serial killers. Understanding Ed Kemper’s psychological profile provides valuable insights into the
interplay of early childhood experiences, personality disorders, and behavioral patterns that contribute to
extreme criminal behavior. This article explores the various psychological theories and diagnostic criteria
that have been applied to Kemper, including his upbringing, mental health evaluations, and the motives
behind his crimes. By examining Ed Kemper psychology, criminologists, psychologists, and law
enforcement professionals aim to better understand the roots of violent behavior and the challenges of
profiling such individuals. This comprehensive analysis covers Kemper’s childhood trauma, his diagnosis of
personality disorders, and the specific traits that distinguish him from other offenders. The article also
outlines the implications of his psychological profile on criminal justice and forensic psychology. Below is a
detailed overview of what will be covered in this article.

Background and Early Life of Ed Kemper

Psychological Diagnoses and Personality Disorders

Behavioral Patterns and Criminal Profiling

Impact of Childhood Trauma on Ed Kemper’s Psychology

Forensic Psychology and Ed Kemper’s Case

Background and Early Life of Ed Kemper
The foundation of Ed Kemper psychology begins with his early life, which was marked by significant
family dysfunction and trauma. Born in 1948 in California, Kemper exhibited troubling behaviors from a
young age, including cruelty to animals and social withdrawal. His relationship with his mother was
particularly strained; he described her as domineering and emotionally abusive. These early experiences
played a critical role in shaping his later psychological issues and violent tendencies. Understanding the
background and formative years of Ed Kemper is essential to grasp the origins of his deviant behavior and
eventual crimes.

Family Environment and Childhood Experiences
Kemper’s family environment was characterized by neglect and emotional abuse. His father was largely



absent, and his mother was reportedly overly controlling and critical. This toxic dynamic fostered feelings
of anger and resentment in Kemper, which were compounded by social isolation and bullying at school.
Psychologists studying Ed Kemper psychology often emphasize the impact of such early adverse
experiences on his development of antisocial traits and violent impulses.

Early Warning Signs and Behavioral Issues
From a young age, Kemper displayed alarming behaviors commonly associated with future violent
offenders. These included:

Animal cruelty, such as torturing and killing small animals

Fire-setting and destruction of property

Social withdrawal and difficulty forming relationships

Early fascination with death and violent themes

These warning signs prompted early psychological evaluations, though interventions were limited at the
time.

Psychological Diagnoses and Personality Disorders
Ed Kemper’s psychological profile is marked by multiple diagnoses that help explain his criminal behavior.
Mental health professionals have identified traits consistent with antisocial personality disorder (ASPD) and
borderline personality disorder, among others. These disorders are characterized by a pervasive disregard
for the rights of others, lack of empathy, and unstable interpersonal relationships, all of which featured
prominently in Kemper’s life and crimes.

Antisocial Personality Disorder
ASPD is a central diagnosis in Ed Kemper psychology, describing individuals who engage in repeated
criminal acts without remorse. Kemper’s impulsive violence, manipulation, and lack of empathy align with
the diagnostic criteria for ASPD. His ability to charm and deceive others, including law enforcement, also
reflects this disorder’s characteristics.



Other Psychological Traits and Disorders
In addition to ASPD, some experts suggest Kemper exhibited borderline personality traits, including
intense mood swings and unstable self-image. His obsessive behavior toward his mother and victims also
indicates possible narcissistic tendencies. The combination of these disorders contributed to his complex
psychological makeup and violent impulses.

Behavioral Patterns and Criminal Profiling
Understanding Ed Kemper psychology requires a thorough examination of his behavioral patterns, which
have been extensively studied for criminal profiling purposes. Kemper’s modus operandi, victim selection,
and post-crime behaviors provide critical insights into his psychological state and motivations.

Modus Operandi and Victimology
Kemper primarily targeted young female hitchhikers, using his imposing physical stature and charm to
lure them. His crimes involved extreme violence, including murder and mutilation. The selection of
victims and the nature of the crimes reflect deep-seated rage and a desire for control, both key components
of his psychological profile.

Post-Crime Behavior and Confession
Unlike many serial killers who evade capture, Kemper voluntarily confessed to his crimes after his arrest,
demonstrating a complex psychological need for recognition and control. His detailed confessions and
cooperation with law enforcement have provided invaluable data for profiling violent offenders and
understanding the psychological dynamics behind serial murder.

Impact of Childhood Trauma on Ed Kemper’s Psychology
Childhood trauma is a significant factor in Ed Kemper psychology, influencing his emotional development
and behavioral patterns. The abuse and neglect he endured contributed to the formation of maladaptive
coping mechanisms and violent tendencies.

Emotional Abuse and Attachment Issues
Kemper’s relationship with his mother, characterized by emotional abuse and rejection, led to severe
attachment issues. These problems manifested in his inability to form healthy relationships and his later
violent outbursts. Childhood emotional trauma is often linked to the development of personality disorders



seen in Kemper’s case.

Development of Aggression and Violence
Repeated exposure to trauma during formative years can predispose individuals to aggressive behavior. In
Kemper’s case, early animal cruelty and social isolation were precursors to his violent crimes against
humans. This progression highlights the importance of early intervention in preventing the escalation of
violent behavior.

Forensic Psychology and Ed Kemper’s Case
Ed Kemper’s case has been extensively analyzed within forensic psychology to better understand the
motivations and mental states of serial killers. His willingness to engage with psychologists and provide
detailed accounts of his crimes has made him a valuable subject for study.

Role in Advancing Criminal Profiling Techniques
Kemper’s psychological profile has contributed to the refinement of criminal profiling methods used by law
enforcement agencies. His case demonstrated the importance of integrating psychological theory with
behavioral evidence to predict offender patterns and assist in investigations.

Implications for Mental Health and Criminal Justice Systems
Ed Kemper psychology underscores the challenges faced by mental health and criminal justice systems in
identifying and managing dangerous individuals. His case highlights the need for comprehensive
assessment, early intervention, and the integration of psychological expertise in criminal investigations.

Early identification of warning signs such as animal cruelty and social withdrawal1.

Comprehensive psychological evaluation following behavioral concerns2.

Development of tailored intervention strategies for at-risk individuals3.

Collaboration between mental health professionals and law enforcement4.

Continued research into the psychological underpinnings of violent crime5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ed Kemper in the context of psychology?
Ed Kemper is an American serial killer whose psychological profile has been extensively studied to
understand the mindset and behaviors of violent offenders.

What psychological disorders has Ed Kemper been diagnosed with?
Ed Kemper has been diagnosed with antisocial personality disorder and borderline intelligence, with traits
of psychopathy and narcissism noted by psychologists.

How did Ed Kemper's childhood influence his psychological
development?
Kemper experienced a troubled childhood marked by neglect and abuse, including emotional abandonment
by his parents, which contributed to his development of violent tendencies and psychological issues.

What role did Ed Kemper's relationship with his mother play in his
psychological profile?
Kemper's highly dysfunctional and abusive relationship with his mother was a significant factor in his
psychological makeup, fueling intense feelings of hatred and contributing to his violent behavior.

How has Ed Kemper contributed to psychological research and criminal
profiling?
Ed Kemper provided detailed interviews and insights into his motives and thought processes, helping
psychologists and law enforcement improve criminal profiling and understand the mind of serial killers.

What psychological traits are commonly observed in Ed Kemper's
behavior?
Kemper exhibited traits such as high intelligence, manipulativeness, lack of empathy, violent fantasies, and
a need for control, which are common in psychopathic individuals.

How did Ed Kemper's intelligence affect his criminal activities and
psychological evaluation?
His above-average intelligence allowed him to evade suspicion for some time and articulate his thoughts



clearly during psychological evaluations, providing valuable information on serial killer psychology.

What are some key psychological theories used to explain Ed Kemper's
behavior?
Theories such as psychodynamic theory, focusing on his troubled relationship with his mother, and social
learning theory, considering his exposure to violence, have been used to explain Kemper's behavior.

How has Ed Kemper's case influenced modern forensic psychology?
Kemper's case has influenced forensic psychology by highlighting the importance of early intervention,
understanding the role of childhood trauma, and improving profiling techniques for serial offenders.

Additional Resources
1. The Minds of Murderers: Inside the Criminal Brain of Ed Kemper
This book delves into the psychological makeup of Ed Kemper, one of America's most notorious serial
killers. It explores his childhood, behavioral patterns, and the factors that contributed to his violent
tendencies. Through detailed case studies, the author reveals how Kemper's mind operated and what this
means for forensic psychology.

2. Ed Kemper: A Psychological Profile of the Co-Ed Killer
Focusing specifically on Kemper's psychological evaluation, this book provides an in-depth analysis of his
motives, mental disorders, and personality traits. It includes interviews with law enforcement officials and
psychiatrists who examined Kemper during his incarceration. The book also discusses the implications of his
case for criminal profiling.

3. Dark Minds: Understanding Serial Killers through the Case of Ed Kemper
This volume examines the broader category of serial killers with a particular focus on Ed Kemper’s case. It
discusses the psychological theories behind serial murder, including nature vs. nurture debates. The book
uses Kemper’s history to illustrate how childhood trauma and mental illness can contribute to extreme
criminal behavior.

4. The Anatomy of Evil: Ed Kemper and the Psychology of Serial Murder
A comprehensive study of evil through the lens of Ed Kemper’s life and crimes. The author investigates
the psychological, social, and biological factors that may have influenced Kemper’s development into a serial
killer. This book also addresses the challenges of diagnosing and treating individuals like Kemper.

5. Inside the Criminal Mind: The Case of Ed Kemper
This book offers a psychological perspective on the criminal mind, using Ed Kemper as a focal point. It
explores his intelligence, manipulative skills, and the paradox of his self-awareness despite his heinous
actions. Readers gain insight into the complexities of criminal psychology and the difficulties of



rehabilitation.

6. Serial Killer Psychology: Lessons from Ed Kemper
Providing a detailed psychological analysis, this book covers the diagnostic criteria, behavioral patterns, and
cognitive processes observed in Ed Kemper. It also compares his case to other serial killers to highlight
common psychological traits. The book serves as a resource for students and professionals in forensic
psychology.

7. Ed Kemper and the Study of Psychopathy
This text focuses on the concept of psychopathy and how it applies to Ed Kemper. Through clinical
assessments and psychological testing, the author examines the traits that classify Kemper as a psychopath.
The book further discusses how psychopathy influences criminal behavior and recidivism.

8. The Co-Ed Killer: Psychological Insights into Ed Kemper’s Crimes
Exploring the infamous crimes committed by Ed Kemper, this book provides psychological insights into his
choice of victims and modus operandi. It discusses the role of gender, control, and power in his killings. The
author also examines the investigative process and psychological profiling techniques.

9. From Trauma to Terror: The Psychological Journey of Ed Kemper
This narrative traces Ed Kemper’s life from his traumatic childhood experiences to his transformation into a
serial killer. It highlights the impact of early abuse, neglect, and mental illness on his psychological
development. The book also addresses the broader implications for understanding and preventing similar
cases.

Ed Kemper Psychology
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  ed kemper psychology: Forensic Psychology Kenneth B. Cairns, 2023-08-18 Forensic
Psychology: An Inside Perspective on Criminal Thinking and Behavior offers undergraduates a
concise, accessible introduction to the field of forensic psychology. With more than 20 years of
experience as a forensic psychologist working with incarcerated people, Dr. Kenneth B. Cairns
provides a balance between not just forensics and psychology, but also between theory and practical
application. Grounded in the cognitive-behavioral approach and evidence based-practices and
research, this text will focus on often-overlooked areas, such as the experiences of victims and first
responders and the psychopathy of individuals convicted of mass murder, spree killing, and serial
killing.
  ed kemper psychology: Wittgenstein’s Philosophy in Psychology Gavin Brent Sullivan,
2018-02-05 This book highlights the importance of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s writings on psychology
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and psychological phenomena for the historical development of contemporary psychology. It
presents an insightful assessment of the philosopher’s work, particularly his later writings, which
draws on key interpretations that have informed our understanding of metapsychological and
psychological issues. Wittgenstein’s Philosophy in Psychology engages with both critics and
followers of the philosopher’s work to demonstrate its enduring relevance to psychology today.
Sullivan presents a novel examination of Wittgenstein’s later writings by providing historical detail
about the uptake, understanding and use of Wittgenstein’s remarks and method in psychology and
related areas of social science, examining persistent sources of conceptual confusion and showing
how to apply his insights in investigations of collectives, social life, emotions, subjectivity, and
development. In doing so, he reveals the value for psychologists in adopting a philosophical method
of conceptual investigation to work through and become more reflexive about prominent theories,
methods, therapies and practices in their respective, multiple fields and thereby create a resource
for future theoretical, empirical and applied psychologists. This work will be of particular relevance
to students and academics engaged in the history of psychology and to practitioners interested in
understanding the continued importance of Wittgenstein’s work within the practices of psychology.
  ed kemper psychology: Ed Kemper: Conversations with a Killer Dary Matera, 2021-07-20
The third title in our Conversations with a Killer series focuses on one of the most notorious serial
killers of the 1970s, Ed Kemper, a key character in the hit Netflix series Mindhunter. If there ever
was a human monster that walked this earth, it was the highly intelligent, psychotic, 6’9” killer
Edward “Big Ed” Kemper. As a troubled 15-year-old, Kemper shot and killed his grandparents. Eight
years later, he went on an 11-month reign of terror slaughtering and dismembering six college
co-eds in California, brutally killing his mother with a hammer, and breaking her best friend’s neck.
Kemper, 71, remains alive at the California Medical Facility in Vacaville, more intimidating now than
ever. Masterful crime writer Dary Matera tells Kemper’s full, shocking story, interweaving insights
from the killer himself.
  ed kemper psychology: Criminological and Forensic Psychology Helen Gavin, 2018-12-29 The
second edition of Criminological and Forensic Psychology is an even more theoretically rigorous,
practically relevant, engaging and fun introduction to this broad and fascinating field. It covers both
the conceptual basis within which psychology knowledge is applied in forensic contexts and the
practical applications of psychology to the criminal civil justice systems. Key Features: Case studies
feature in every chapter and place students in the full context of a criminal case, showing them how
psychological theories can be used to explain real-life crimes. In-depth exploration of the fascinating
courtroom process including separate chapters on the Defendant’s Mind and The Jury. A dedicated
chapter on research methods specific to forensic psychology to help students do their research
project around this topic, covering the final year and post-graduate research. A new chapter on
Intimate relationship aggression: Domestic Violence and Domestic Homicide Online resources
including chapter-by-chapter multiple choice questions, additional case studies and links to further
readings
  ed kemper psychology: Handbook of Social Psychology John DeLamater, 2006-11-24
Psychology, focusing on processes that occur inside the individual and Sociology, focusing on social
collectives and social institutions, come together in Social Psychology to explore the interface
between the two fields. The core concerns of social psychology include the impact of one individual
on another; the impact of a group on its individual members; the impact of individuals on the groups
in which they participate; the impact of one group on another. This book is a successor to Social
Psychology: Social Perspectives and Sociological Perspectives in Social Psychology. The current text
expands on previous handbooks in social psychology by including recent developments in theory and
research and comprehensive coverage of significant theoretical perspectives.
  ed kemper psychology: SERIAL KILLERS William M. Harmening, 2014-09-01 Whether it be
Jack the Ripper in nineteenth-century England or Ted Bundy in 1970s America, the public has
always been fascinated by the criminal offender type known as the serial killer. Professionals
continue to speculate and develop new theories about their identity decades after their crimes



ended. But what is it that causes such evilness in individuals that causes them to take an innocent
life, not once but multiples times, and for no apparent reason beyond their own perverse
psychological gratification? This fascinating book explores this question by looking at the
psychosocial determinants of criminal behavior, including serial murder. The role of such internal
processes as attachment, moral development, and identity formation in the development of a
person’s predisposition to various forms of deviance, including physical and sexual aggression, is
reviewed. This information is then applied to actual serial killers, including David Berkowitz (The
Son of Sam), Charles Manson, Eric Rudolph (God’s Crusader), Ted Bundy (The Face of Evil),
Edmund Kemper (The Co-ed Killer), and the Zodiac Killer, in an effort to construct a psychosocial
profile of each and to attempt to pinpoint the various developmental factors that contributed to their
eventual criminality. Finally, early intervention strategies are explored that can potentially redirect a
child’s developmental trajectory away from crime and deviance, and toward a more adaptive and
socially acceptable behavioral repertoire. This book will be an insightful resource to all law
enforcement professionals, policymakers, police academics, psychologists, psychiatrists, and many
others in the helping professions as well.
  ed kemper psychology: Social Psychology Karen A. Hegtvedt, Cathryn Johnson, 2024-08-20
Social Psychology is a comprehensive exploration of how individual behaviors and interactions shape
societal dynamics and contribute to social inequalities. The Second Edition provides a unique,
sociological perspective on social psychology that is both academically rigorous and accessible to
undergraduates.
  ed kemper psychology: Social Psychology John D. DeLamater, Daniel J. Myers, Jessica L.
Collett, 2018-05-04 Written by well-known sociologists John D. DeLamater, Daniel J. Myers, and
Jessica L. Collett, this fully revised and updated edition of Social Psychology is a highly accessible
and engaging exploration of the question what is it that makes us who we are?. With hundreds of
real-world examples, figures, and photographs and grounded in the latest research, the text explores
such topics as self, attitudes, social influence, emotions, interpersonal attraction and relationships,
and collective behavior. The book also explains the methods that social psychologists use to
investigate human behavior in a social context and the theoretical perspectives that ground the
discipline. Each chapter is a self-contained unit for ease of use in any classroom.
  ed kemper psychology: A Companion to Introductory Psychology Frank M. Ferraro III,
2025-03-18 A Companion to Introductory Psychology is a rich collection of thought-provoking
chapters, which enhance student interest and promote group discussions, training entry-level
students in critical thinking skills and engaging them with course material. Organized into five key
sections—Biological, Cognition, Developmental, Social and Personality, and Mental and Physical
Health—each features contemporary chapters accompanied by insightful discussion questions,
further resources, and activities to encourage reflection by the reader and to promote group debate
in a classroom context. These prompt readers to reflect deeply, to evaluate long-held beliefs and/or
personal biases, and to assess controversial topics by analyzing them through a psychological lens.
Mapped to the American Psychological Association Pillar model, this book will benefit a wide variety
of audiences ranging from high school to college undergraduates. Primarily useful for courses in
introductory psychology, this book is also practical for courses in behavioral neuroscience, cognitive
psychology, developmental psychology, social psychology, health psychology, and abnormal and
clinical psychology.
  ed kemper psychology: Evolution and Social Psychology Mark Schaller, Jeffry A. Simpson,
Douglas T. Kenrick, 2013-05-13 Why do we think about and interact with other people in the
particular ways that we do? Might these thoughts and actions be contemporary products of our
long-ago evolutionary past? If so, how might this be, and what are the implications? Research
generated by an evolutionary approach to social psychology issues profound insights into
self-concept, impression formation, prejudice, group dynamics, helping, aggression, social influence,
culture, and every other topic that is fundamental to social psychology. Evolution and Social
Psychology is the first book to review and discuss this broad range of social psychological



phenomena from an evolutionary perspective. It does so with a critical and constructive eye. Readers
will emerge with a clear sense of the intellectual challenges, as well as the scientific benefits, of an
evolutionarily-informed social psychology. The world-renowned contributors identify new questions,
new theories, and new hypotheses—many of which are only now beginning to be tested. Thus, this
book not only summarizes the current status of the field, it also sets an agenda for the next
generation of research on evolution and social psychology. Evolution and Social Psychology is
essential reading for evolutionary psychologists and social psychologists alike.
  ed kemper psychology: Police Psychology Paulo Barbosa Marques, Mauro Paulino,
2021-09-16 Police Psychology: New Trends in Forensic Psychological Science is a relatively new
specialty that can be broadly defined as the application of psychological principles and methods to
assist law enforcement. This publication aims to bring together the contributions of some of the most
prolific authors in the field to bridge the gap between the knowledge base of researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers regarding the interface of psychological sciences and law
enforcement. - Explores the contribution of psychology on the way patrol officers deal with offenders
with mental illness or respond and assess the risk of vulnerable victims (e.g. domestic violence,
sexual assault) - Contains ethically correct investigation techniques - Written by the foremost
authorities on the subject from around the globe
  ed kemper psychology: Handbook of the Social Psychology of Inequality Jane D. McLeod,
Edward J. Lawler, Michael Schwalbe, 2014-08-18 This volume provides the first comprehensive
overview of social psychological research on inequality for a graduate student and professional
audience. Drawing on all of the major theoretical traditions in sociological social psychology, its
chapters demonstrate the relevance of social psychological processes to this central sociological
concern. Each chapter in the volume has a distinct substantive focus, but the chapters will also
share common emphases on: • The unique contributions of sociological social psychology • The
historical roots of social psychological concepts and theories in classic sociological writings • The
complementary and conflicting insights that derive from different social psychological traditions in
sociology. This Handbook is of interest to graduate students preparing for careers in social
psychology or in inequality, professional sociologists and university/college libraries.
  ed kemper psychology: Edmund Kemper: The Co-Ed Killer Judy Dodge Cummings,
2024-12-15 Edmund Kemper traces the life of a man who killed six hitchhiking college women before
murdering his mother and her best friend. Readers will learn about Kemper's early life, the possible
motivations behind his brutal attacks, and the trial that led to his imprisonment. Features include a
glossary, a timeline, websites, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and
correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  ed kemper psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Stephanie Scott-Snyder,
2017-01-06 Research indicates that there are psychological principles at play in the situations
encountered by law enforcement personnel. The book fulfills an important need in the ever-evolving
field of criminal justice, providing a working knowledge of forensic psychology and its application to
interview strategies, homicide, emotional disturbance, sexual and domestic violence, hostage
negotiations, and other situations. It will help law enforcement to understand, interpret, and
anticipate behavior, while responding safely and effectively.
  ed kemper psychology: Emotions in Social Psychology W. Gerrod Parrott, 2001 First
Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  ed kemper psychology: Forensic Psychologists Casebook Laurence Alison, 2013-07-23 This
book aims to demonstrate how forensic psychology contributes to police investigations, providing
practical information about the type of reports provided by psychologists and behavioural advisors,
and set within a broader theoretical context. It asks the question 'What do practitioners actually do
when they provide advice for the police and the courts and how do they do it?' The contributors to
the book are all experts in the field of offender profiling and behavioural investigative advice. The
chapters provide valuable insights into particular case details, the ethical and legal consequences of
advice, coverage of the relevant theoretical context, explanations for conclusions drawn, practical



difficulties in preparing reports, potential pitfalls, and an account of how cases are resolved.
  ed kemper psychology: Emotions and Beliefs Nico H. Frijda, Antony S. R. Manstead, Sacha
Bem, 2000-10-12 Looks at the different ways in which emotions influence beliefs.
  ed kemper psychology: Out of the Mouths of Serial Killers Mary Brett, 2021-01-19 Learn why
serial killers kill through their own words—including Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, the BTK Killer,
Aileen Wuornos, and more than 70 others. In this one-of-a-kind book, author Mary Brett
corresponded with some of America’s most evil convicted serial killers and asked just one question:
WHY? Their return letters give an insightful look into the dark mind of each killer. The reader also
will be able to scrutinize direct quotes, unedited, from interrogation statements, trial testimony,
media interviews, and parole hearing inquests Seventy-five serial killers are included in the book,
some only known to the unfortunate victims’ family, friends, and community, while others are the
most infamous in the annals of serial killers. All bios feature the crime, the capture, the victims, and
background facts. Crime scene photos, some graphic, are featured.
  ed kemper psychology: Handbook of Social Psychology, Volume 1 Susan T. Fiske, Daniel T.
Gilbert, Gardner Lindzey, 2010-02-15 First published in 1935, The Handbook of Social Psychology
was the first major reference work to cover the field of social psychology. The field has since evolved
and expanded tremendously, and in each subsequent edition, The Handbook of Social Psychology is
still the foremost reference that academics, researchers, and graduate students in psychology turn
to for the most current, well-researched, and thorough information covering the field of social
psychology. This volume of the Fifth Edition covers the science of social psychology and the social
being.
  ed kemper psychology: The Psychology of Questions Arthur C. Graesser, John B. Black,
2017-12-15 Originally published in 1985, the chapters in this volume collectively approach the
phenomenon of questioning from many perspectives. There are studies on question comprehension,
question answering, question asking and the influence of adjunct questions on text comprehension
and memory. The chapters cover different theories, models, methods, and practical applications.
Some contributors focus exclusively on adult subjects, whereas other examine cognitive
development in children. The earlier chapters in the book have a pure science emphasis, whereas
the later chapters have an applied emphasis. Of course, the distinction between science and
application had, in the editors’ words, become very fuzzy in the years prior to publication.
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