
ecological imperialism examples
ecological imperialism examples illustrate the profound impact that colonial
powers had on new environments through the introduction of foreign species,
diseases, and agricultural practices. This concept explains how European
colonizers were able to dominate vast territories by reshaping ecosystems to
suit their needs, often to the detriment of indigenous populations and native
species. Understanding ecological imperialism involves examining historical
cases where environmental changes facilitated imperial expansion and control.
Key examples include the spread of invasive species, the introduction of
European farming techniques, and the unintended consequences of biological
exchanges. This article explores prominent ecological imperialism examples
across different continents, highlighting the mechanisms of ecological change
and their long-lasting effects. Additionally, it discusses the role of
disease transmission and species displacement in shaping colonial history and
modern ecological landscapes.
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Definition and Concept of Ecological
Imperialism
Ecological imperialism refers to the process by which colonial powers altered
the environments of the territories they conquered through the introduction
of new species, agricultural practices, and diseases. This concept, first
popularized by historian Alfred W. Crosby, emphasizes the ecological
dimensions of imperial expansion beyond mere political or military conquest.
It highlights how European settlers reshaped landscapes to fit their economic
and cultural models, often leading to the displacement of native species and
disruption of existing ecosystems. Ecological imperialism examples typically
involve the deliberate or accidental introduction of plants, animals, and
pathogens that transformed local ecologies and facilitated colonial
dominance.



Core Elements of Ecological Imperialism
The main components of ecological imperialism include species introduction,
environmental modification, and biological exchanges between continents.
These elements contributed to the success of European colonization by
enabling settlers to establish familiar agricultural systems and exploit
natural resources efficiently. The concept also encompasses the unintended
consequences of these ecological changes, such as the spread of diseases that
devastated indigenous populations.

Introduction of non-native plants and animals

Alteration of land through farming and deforestation

Transmission of diseases to native peoples

Displacement and extinction of indigenous species

European Colonization and Environmental
Transformation
European colonization was not only a political and cultural process but also
a significant environmental event that reshaped ecosystems worldwide.
Colonizers brought with them a suite of species and technologies that
transformed landscapes and biodiversity in the Americas, Australia, Africa,
and Asia. These environmental changes often facilitated the establishment of
European-style agriculture and settlements, which were crucial for sustaining
colonial economies.

Introduction of European Agriculture
European settlers introduced crops such as wheat, barley, and rye, along with
livestock like cattle, sheep, and horses. These species were often better
suited to European farming techniques and diets but had profound effects on
native ecosystems. For example, grazing by introduced animals led to soil
degradation and altered vegetation patterns, while European crops sometimes
outcompeted indigenous plant species.

Biological Invasions and Their Consequences
The arrival of invasive species is a hallmark of ecological imperialism.
These species often had no natural predators in the new environments,
allowing them to spread rapidly and disrupt local food webs. In many cases,
invasive plants and animals displaced native species, leading to reduced



biodiversity and altered ecosystem functions.

Notable Ecological Imperialism Examples
Worldwide
Several historical instances illustrate ecological imperialism’s profound
impacts. These examples demonstrate how the movement of species and
environmental changes were intertwined with imperial ambitions and colonial
success.

The Columbian Exchange
One of the most significant ecological imperialism examples is the Columbian
Exchange, which followed Christopher Columbus’s voyages to the Americas. This
vast transfer of plants, animals, and diseases between the Old and New Worlds
reshaped ecosystems globally. European settlers introduced wheat, cattle,
pigs, and horses to the Americas, while crops like maize, potatoes, and
tomatoes were taken to Europe and Asia. However, the most devastating aspect
was the transmission of diseases such as smallpox, which decimated indigenous
populations and facilitated European conquest.

Ecological Imperialism in Australia
The colonization of Australia by the British is another critical example.
European settlers introduced sheep and cattle for pastoral farming,
drastically transforming the Australian landscape. The introduction of
rabbits in the 19th century led to widespread ecological damage, as they
multiplied uncontrollably and caused severe soil erosion. Additionally,
invasive plant species such as prickly pear further disrupted native
habitats.

Environmental Changes in New Zealand
New Zealand experienced ecological imperialism through the introduction of
European farming practices and species. Settlers cleared vast tracts of
native forests for agriculture and introduced sheep and cattle. These changes
altered native ecosystems and contributed to the decline of indigenous flora
and fauna. The introduction of predators like stoats and rats also threatened
native bird populations, many of which evolved without such threats.

Impacts on Indigenous Populations and



Ecosystems
The consequences of ecological imperialism extended beyond environmental
changes to profoundly affect indigenous societies and their traditional ways
of life. The introduction of new species and diseases often led to social
upheaval, population decline, and cultural disruption.

Disease and Demographic Collapse
Perhaps the most tragic impact was the spread of Old World diseases to native
populations, who lacked immunity. Smallpox, measles, and influenza caused
massive mortality rates, weakening indigenous communities and undermining
resistance to colonization. This demographic collapse facilitated imperial
expansion and altered the social fabric of affected regions.

Displacement of Native Species and Resource Loss
Introduced species often outcompeted or preyed upon native flora and fauna,
leading to ecological imbalances. For indigenous peoples reliant on native
species for food, medicine, and cultural practices, these changes resulted in
resource scarcity and economic hardship. Additionally, European land-use
practices frequently led to deforestation and habitat loss, further
threatening native biodiversity.

Reduction in native plant and animal populations

Loss of traditional hunting and gathering resources

Alteration of landscapes critical to indigenous cultures

Dependence on introduced species and altered economies

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Ecological
Imperialism
The legacy of ecological imperialism remains evident in modern ecosystems and
environmental challenges. Many invasive species introduced during colonial
times continue to affect biodiversity and agriculture. Additionally,
understanding ecological imperialism provides valuable insights into the
historical roots of current environmental issues and informs conservation
efforts.



Ongoing Environmental Challenges
Invasive species introduced centuries ago still pose threats to native
ecosystems worldwide. Efforts to manage these species and restore ecological
balance are ongoing but complicated by the entrenched nature of these
changes. Furthermore, the historical displacement of indigenous land
management practices has hindered sustainable environmental stewardship in
many regions.

Ecological Imperialism and Environmental History
Studying ecological imperialism examples enriches the field of environmental
history by connecting ecological and human dimensions of colonization. This
perspective helps explain how environmental factors shaped the course of
history and continue to influence social and ecological systems today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ecological imperialism and can you provide
an example?
Ecological imperialism refers to the process by which European colonizers
introduced new plants, animals, and diseases to colonized regions,
drastically altering local ecosystems. An example is the introduction of
invasive species like rabbits in Australia, which led to significant
ecological disruption.

How did ecological imperialism impact the Americas
during European colonization?
During European colonization, ecological imperialism led to the introduction
of Old World crops, livestock, and diseases to the Americas. This caused
massive changes in agriculture, displaced native species, and resulted in the
decimation of indigenous populations through diseases like smallpox.

Can the spread of invasive species be considered a
form of ecological imperialism?
Yes, the spread of invasive species through colonization and global trade is
a form of ecological imperialism because it involves the domination of native
ecosystems by foreign species, often leading to environmental imbalance and
loss of biodiversity.



What role did diseases play in ecological
imperialism?
Diseases played a crucial role in ecological imperialism by drastically
reducing indigenous populations who had no immunity to Old World illnesses
such as smallpox, measles, and influenza, thereby facilitating European
conquest and settlement.

Are there modern examples of ecological imperialism?
Modern examples of ecological imperialism include the global spread of crops
like soy and wheat and the introduction of non-native species such as zebra
mussels in North America, which continue to impact local ecosystems and
economies globally.

Additional Resources
1. Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900
This seminal work by Alfred W. Crosby explores how European colonizers
transformed the ecosystems of the New World through the introduction of
plants, animals, and diseases. The book argues that biological factors played
a crucial role in the success of European imperialism. It provides detailed
case studies of how ecological changes facilitated the conquest and
colonization of diverse regions.

2. Seeds of Empire: Ecological Change and Colonial Expansion
This book examines the ways in which the spread of European agriculture and
non-native species altered indigenous landscapes. It highlights the
environmental consequences of colonial policies that prioritized resource
extraction and monoculture. Through historical examples, the author shows how
ecological imperialism reshaped both the environment and native societies.

3. Plants and Power: The Botanical Roots of Imperialism
Focusing on the role of botany in empire-building, this title reveals how
European powers used plant transfers to extend their economic and political
influence. The book discusses the global movement of crops such as rubber,
tea, and quinine, and their impacts on colonized regions. It also delves into
the scientific networks that facilitated these botanical exchanges.

4. Invasive Empires: The Ecological Dimensions of Colonial Conquest
This book explores the concept of invasive species as agents of ecological
imperialism, linking biological invasions to colonial strategies. It presents
case studies from Africa, Asia, and the Americas showing how introduced
species disrupted native ecosystems and economies. The author argues that
ecological disruption was a deliberate and integral aspect of imperial
dominance.

5. The Environmental History of Colonialism
Offering a broad survey, this volume traces the environmental transformations



wrought by European colonialism across multiple continents. It addresses
themes such as deforestation, soil depletion, and water management under
colonial regimes. The book also considers indigenous responses and
adaptations to imposed ecological changes.

6. Animals and Empire: Species, Race, and Colonial Rule
This study investigates the role of animals in the construction and
maintenance of colonial empires. It discusses how colonial authorities
regulated animal populations for economic gain and social control. The book
also explores symbolic meanings assigned to certain species within imperial
ideologies.

7. Colonial Landscapes: Nature and Power in the Making of the Modern World
This title analyzes how colonial powers reshaped landscapes to reflect and
reinforce their authority. It covers the creation of plantations, parks, and
conservation areas as tools of imperial governance. The author highlights the
environmental and cultural consequences of these altered landscapes for
indigenous peoples.

8. Disease and Empire: The Biological Impact of European Expansion
Focusing on the devastating role of infectious diseases, this book details
how illnesses brought by Europeans decimated indigenous populations. It
connects disease outbreaks to ecological imperialism by showing how
biological invasions affected demographic and social structures. The work
also discusses the interplay between disease, environment, and colonial
policies.

9. Forests of Empire: Timber, Ecology, and Colonial Power
This book investigates the exploitation of forest resources in colonial
territories and their ecological ramifications. It examines how timber
extraction fueled imperial economies while transforming local environments.
The author also discusses resistance and adaptation strategies employed by
native communities in response to forest depletion.
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  ecological imperialism examples: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 2004-01-12
People of European descent form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the
world - North America, Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism
are easy to explain; in many cases they were a matter of firearms against spears. But, as Alfred
Crosby maintains in this highly original and fascinating book, the Europeans' displacement and
replacement of the native peoples in the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of
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military conquest. European organisms had certain decisive advantages over their New World and
Australian counterparts. The spread of European disease, flora, and fauna went hand in hand with
the growth of populations. Consequently, these imperialists became proprietors of the world's most
important agricultural lands. Now in a second edition with a new preface, Crosby revisits his
now-classic work and again evaluates the global historical importance of European ecological
expansion.
  ecological imperialism examples: Ecological Imperialism, Development, and the Capitalist
World-System Mariko Lin Frame, 2022-10-13 Two major trends are currently challenging the
sustainability of human civilization: extreme inequality and the ecological crisis. This book argues
that these are intrinsically linked by further exploring the complex relationships between global
ecological crises, neoliberal globalization, orthodox development policies, and imperialism. Drawn
from extensive theoretical, historical, policy, and empirical research, as well as fieldwork in Africa
and Asia, this book examines the crucial characteristics of the capitalist world-system and how it
enables and drives ecological imperialism. Neoliberal globalization has allowed for capital’s
unfettered access to and exploitation of Nature across the planet, and neoliberal development
policies have reinforced a contemporary form of ecological imperialism where the environments of
the Global South are enclosed and exploited, and local communities are dispossessed of their land
and livelihoods. Simultaneously, resources from the Global South are funneled to the Global North in
the form of consumer goods and ecologically unequal exchange, while the profits from those
resources are siphoned away to transnational corporations, financiers, and government elites. This
work traces the historical development of free market policies, while also paying special attention to
the role of Northern international financial institutions, emerging economies (the semi-periphery),
and the often-hidden role of international finance in ecological imperialism. This volume will be of
keen interest to scholars and students of political economy, critical development studies,
environmental sociology, and political ecology.
  ecological imperialism examples: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 1988
  ecological imperialism examples: Green Issues and Debates Howard S. Schiffman,
2011-06-28 Colorful bracelets, funky brooches, and beautiful handmade beads: young crafters learn
to make all these and much more with this fantastic step-by-step guide. In 12 exciting projects with
simple steps and detailed instructions, budding fashionistas create their own stylish accessories to
give as gifts or add a touch of personal flair to any ensemble. Following the successful Art Smart
series, Craft Smart presents a fresh, fun approach to four creative skills: knitting, jewelry-making,
papercrafting, and crafting with recycled objects. Each book contains 12 original projects to make,
using a range of readily available materials. There are projects for boys and girls, carefully chosen to
appeal to readers of all abilities. A special techniques and materials section encourages young
crafters to try out their own ideas while learning valuable practical skills.
  ecological imperialism examples: Ecological Imperialism , 1995
  ecological imperialism examples: The Settler Colonial Present L. Veracini, 2015-03-12 The
Settler Colonial Present explores the ways in which settler colonialism as a specific mode of
domination informs the global present. It presents an argument regarding its extraordinary
resilience and diffusion and reflects on the need to imagine its decolonisation.
  ecological imperialism examples: Approaches to History Sabyasachi Bhattacharya, 2011
History as a social science is arguably more self-reflective than associated disciplines in that family.
Other social scientists seem to see little reason to look beyond the paradigm they are developing in
the present times. Historians on the other hand, tend to depend on the cumulative process of the
development of their craft and the fund of accumulated knowledge. Yet, while this is acknowledged
in the practice of research, Historiography in itself as a subject of study has rarely found its place in
the syllabi of Indian universities. Knowledge of Historiography is taken for granted when a scholar
plunges into research. In an attempt to address this lacuna, the Indian Council of Historical
Research (ICHR) has planned a series of volumes on Historiography comprising articles by subject
specialists commissioned by the ICHR. The first volume in the series, Approaches to History: Essays



in Indian Historiography brings to the readers the first fruits of that endeavour. While the essays
encompass areas of research presently at the frontiers of new research, scholars will also find the
bibliographies accompanying the essays of significant appeal.
  ecological imperialism examples: Victorian Environmental Nightmares Laurence W.
Mazzeno, Ronald D. Morrison, 2019-05-06 The twelve essays in Victorian Environmental Nightmares
explore various “environmental nightmares” through applied analyses of Victorian texts. Over the
course of the nineteenth century, writers of imaginative literature often expressed fears and
concerns over environmental degradation (in its wide variety of meanings, including social and
moral). In some instances, natural or environmental disasters influenced these responses; in other
instances a growing awareness of problems caused by industrial pollution and the growth of cities
prompted responses. Seven essays in this volume cover works about Britain and its current and
former colonies that examine these nightmare environments at home and abroad. But as the
remaining five essays in this collection demonstrate, “environmental nightmares” are not restricted
to essays on actual disasters or realistic fiction, since in many cases Victorian writers projected onto
imperial landscapes or wholly imagined landscapes in fantastic fiction their anxieties about how
humans might change their environments—and how these environments might also change humans.
  ecological imperialism examples: Environmental Biotechnology Daniel A. Vallero,
2015-09-11 Environmental Biotechnology: A Biosystems Approach, Second Edition presents valuable
information on how biotechnology has acted as a vital buffer among people, pollution, and the
environment. It answers the most important questions on the topic, including how, and why, a
knowledge and understanding of the physical, chemical, and biological principles of the environment
must be achieved in order to develop biotechnology applications. Most texts address either the
applications or the implications of biotechnology. This book addresses both. The applications include
biological treatment and other environmental engineering processes. The risks posed by
biotechnologies are evaluated from both evidence-based and precautionary perspectives. Using a
systems biology approach, the book provides a context for researchers and practitioners in
environmental science that complements guidebooks on the necessary specifications and criteria for
a wide range of environmental designs and applications. Users will find crucial information on the
topics scientific researchers must evaluate in order to develop further technologies. - Provides a
systems approach to biotechnologies which includes the physical, biological, and chemical processes
in context - Presents relevant case studies on cutting-edge technologies, such as
nanobiotechnologies and green engineering - Addresses both the applications and implications of
biotechnologies by following the lifecycle of a variety of established and developing biotechnologies -
Includes crucial information on the topics scientific researchers must evaluate in order to develop
further technologies
  ecological imperialism examples: Postcolonial Ecocriticism Graham Huggan, Helen Tiffin,
2015-04-17 This second edition of Postcolonial Ecocriticism, a book foundational for its field, has
been updated to consider recent developments in the area such as environmental humanities and
animal studies. Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin examine transverse relations between humans,
animals and the environment across a wide range of postcolonial literary texts and also address key
issues such as global warming, food security, human over-population in the context of animal
extinction, queer ecology, and the connections between postcolonial and disability theory.
Considering the postcolonial first from an environmental and then a zoocritical perspective, the book
looks at: Narratives of development in postcolonial writing Entitlement, belonging and the pastoral
Colonial 'asset stripping' and the Christian mission The politics of eating and the representation of
cannibalism Animality and spirituality Sentimentality and anthropomorphism The changing place of
humans and animals in a 'posthuman' world. With a new preface written specifically for this edition
and an annotated list of suggestions for further reading, Postcolonial Ecocriticism offers a
comprehensive and fully up-to-date introduction to a rapidly expanding field.
  ecological imperialism examples: Ibero-American Ecocriticism J. Manuel Gómez, 2024-02-19
Ibero-American Ecocriticism: Cultural and Social Explorations presents a distinct view of the diverse



social and physical geographies of the Americas, their political and cultural connections to the
Iberian Peninsula, and their relationship to the environment in its diverse representations. The
topics ranging from myths and legends, poetics, young adult literature, arts and performance, to
cinematography by women dialogue across chapters reveal a persistent usage of nature and
environment as recurrent themes. Through visual and plastic arts, as well as poetic narratives of
social utopias/dystopias, the contributors provide original readings on the effects of societal views
and struggles to protect and consciously exploit the natural world. The uniqueness of this book relies
therefore on the geographical and cultural approach to the poetics of nature and its metaphorical
and physical embodiment, place and geography through utopian and dystopian world recreation and
representation, and finally the nexus with ecology and social actors.
  ecological imperialism examples: Biogeography C. Barry Cox, Richard J. Ladle, Peter D.
Moore, 2020-01-07 Through nine successful editions, and for over 45 years, Biogeography: An
Ecological and Evolutionary Approach has provided a thorough and comprehensive exploration of
the varied scientific disciplines and research that are essential to understanding the subject. The
text, noted for its clear and engaging style of writing, has been praised for its solid background in
historical biogeography and basic biology, that is enhanced and illuminated by discussions of current
research. This new edition incorporates the exciting changes of the recent years and presents a
thoughtful exploration of the research and controversies that have transformed our understanding of
the biogeography of the world. New themes and topics in this tenth edition include: Next generation
genetic technologies and their use in historical biogeography, phylogeography and population
genomics Biogeographical databases and biodiversity information systems, which are becoming
increasingly important for biogeographical research An introduction to functional biogeography and
its applications to community assembly, diversity gradients and the analysis of ecosystem
functioning Updated case studies focusing on island biogeography, using the latest phylogenetic
studies Biogeography: An Ecological and Evolutionary Approach reveals how the patterns of life that
we see today have been created by the two great Engines of the Planet: the Geological Engine, plate
tectonics, which alters the conditions of life on the planet, and the Biological Engine, evolution,
which responds to these changes by creating new forms and patterns of life.
  ecological imperialism examples: Sharing a World of difference Harmon, David, Maffi, Luisa,
Skutnabb-kangas, Tove, UNESCO, 2003-10-08 We live in a world threatened by the loss of one of
humanity's greatest treasures--it's linguistic heritage. But few realize that bound up with the loss of
language is loss of knowledge about our environment. This book documents the complex
interrelationships between the Earth's linguistic, cultural and biological diversity. It offers a general
introduction to a complex field and outlines some of the key challenges facing sustainable
development from cultural and educational perspectives. 'We need more than ever to find ways to
share and maintain this world of diversity in which languages, cultures and environments are
mutually supporting and sustainable.'
  ecological imperialism examples: Forgotten Disease Hilary A Smith, 2023-05-25 Following
the course of one disease over nearly two millennia, this book provides a wonderful and highly
readable history of Chinese medicine ( Isis). Around the turn of the twentieth century, disorders that
Chinese physicians had been writing about for over a millennium acquired new identities in Western
medicine—sudden turmoil became cholera; flowers of heaven became smallpox; and foot qi became
beriberi. Historians have tended to present these new identities as revelations, overlooking evidence
that challenges Western ideas about these conditions. In Forgotten Disease, Hilary A. Smith argues
that, by privileging nineteenth-century sources, we misrepresent what traditional Chinese doctors
were seeing and doing, therefore unfairly viewing their medicine as inferior. Drawing on a wide
array of sources, ranging from early Chinese classics to modern scientific research, Smith traces the
history of one representative case, foot qi, from the fourth century to the present day. She examines
the shifting meanings of disease over time, showing that each transformation reflects the social,
political, intellectual, and economic environment. The breathtaking scope of this story offers insights
into the world of early Chinese doctors and how their ideas about health, illness, and the body were



developing far before the advent of modern medicine. Smith highlights the fact that modern
conceptions of these ancient diseases create the impression that the West saved the Chinese from
age-old afflictions, when the reality is that many prominent diseases in China were actually brought
over as a result of imperialism. She invites the reader to reimagine a history of Chinese medicine
that celebrates its complexity and nuance, rather than uncritically disdaining this dynamic form of
healing. An extraordinary book, replete with rich and imaginative storytelling and insightful
analyses. — Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies
  ecological imperialism examples: Natures Past Paolo Squatriti, 2007 A global examination
of how human communities have interacted with different kinds of natural environments through
their cultural, social and economic activities
  ecological imperialism examples: Society and Exploitation Through Nature Martin
Phillips, Tim Mighall, 2014-06-06 Society and Exploitation Through Nature offers an integrated
approach to the environment, linking the philosophical, social and physical sciences to
environmental problems and issues. The text covers three main themes; exploitation of nature and
society; the limits of exploitation through sustainability and managing environmental problems.
These themes are illustrated throughout the book with global case studies.
  ecological imperialism examples: Empires of Sustainability Joseph Murphy, 2024-06-07
Focussing on the greening of imperialisms and empires, Empires of Sustainability analyses the shift
around the world from denial of the environmental crisis to action to prevent catastrophe, and the
resulting implications. Evidence of this shift is clear in widespread and purposeful social change
which is gathering momentum. The book explains how globalisation accelerated us towards the
crisis, and today, even as its own legitimacy is being questioned, is evolving through solutions and
responses to it. Looking ahead and as the environmental crisis worsens, two possible futures are
discerned and explored. One is that through universal actions to save the planet, shaped by
interweaving political and economic forces, the hegemony of globalisation is restored, albeit in a
green form. The other is that the world reorganises into competing spheres of influence, with
politics, economics and the environment interwoven differently in each case. In these ways, we face
the prospect of one or more Empires of Sustainability emerging over the decades ahead, unless we
build a better alternative society. The author presents an alternative: a more diverse World of Caring
Places. This accessible book will appeal to students and scholars of international political economy,
sustainability and environmental studies, and analysts, policy makers, campaigners and others
concerned about the future of relations between people and planet.
  ecological imperialism examples: Environmental questions, community responses Judit
Farkas, 2024-09-19 Environmental Humanities is the product of the 21st century, an age in which it
is no longer possible to grasp and manage environmental problems from a single viewpoint. This is
true of the scientific method as well. Although fundamentally important for the understanding of
ecological issues and changes to the climate, scientific knowledge is not sufficient for providing an
adequate answer to the complex phenomenon that is the cause and consequence of the
environmental challenges of our century. This is why traditional humanities subjects have been
combined with the natural and social sciences and the arts into an interdisciplinary formation in an
attempt to understand the causes, current forms, and future trajectories of the contemporary
environmental crisis, and to give possible answers to it. This volume is intended to join a body of
literature – introductions, textbooks – on Environmental Humanities, adapted to the Hungarian
context. Due to its nature, it provides a comprehensive description of several topics, such as
environmental philosophy, environmental anthropology, nature art, nature conservation, the
relationship between religion and ecology, environmental history, legal, political, and economic
issues, social justice, overpopulation, or food dilemmas. In addition, the volume shows community
responses to contemporary ecological and social problems with examples from Hungary.
  ecological imperialism examples: Time and a Place Edward MacDonald, Joshua MacFadyen,
Irené Novaczek, 2016-06-01 With its long and well-documented history, Prince Edward Island makes
a compelling case study for thousands of years of human interaction with a specific ecosystem. The



pastoral landscapes, red sandstone cliffs, and small fishing villages of Canada’s “garden province”
are appealing because they appear timeless, but they are as culturally constructed as they are
shaped by the ebb and flow of the tides. Bringing together experts from a multitude of disciplines,
the essays in Time and a Place explore the island’s marine and terrestrial environment from its
prehistory to its recent past. Beginning with PEI’s history as a blank slate – a land scraped by ice
and then surrounded by rising seas – this mosaic of essays documents the arrival of flora, fauna, and
humans, and the different ways these inhabitants have lived in this place over time. The collection
offers policy insights for the province while also informing broader questions about the value of
islands and other geographically bounded spaces for the study of environmental history and the
crafting of global sustainability. Putting PEI at the forefront of Canadian environmental history, Time
and a Place is a remarkable accomplishment that will be eagerly received and read by historians,
geographers, scholars of Canadian and island studies, and environmentalists.
  ecological imperialism examples: The Routledge Companion to Global Indigenous History
Ann McGrath, Lynette Russell, 2021-09-30 The Routledge Companion to Global Indigenous History
presents exciting new innovations in the dynamic field of Indigenous global history while also
outlining ethical, political, and practical research. Indigenous histories are not merely concerned
with the past but have resonances for the politics of the present and future, ranging across vast
geographical distances and deep time periods. The volume starts with an introduction that explores
definitions of Indigenous peoples, followed by six thematic sections which each have a global spread:
European uses of history and the positioning of Indigenous people as history’s outsiders; their
migrations and mobilities; colonial encounters; removals and diasporas; memory, identities, and
narratives; deep histories and pathways towards future Indigenous histories that challenge the
nature of the history discipline itself. This book illustrates the important role of Indigenous history
and Indigenous knowledges for contemporary concerns, including climate change, spirituality and
religious movements, gender negotiations, modernity and mobility, and the meaning of ‘nation’ and
the ‘global’. Reflecting the state of the art in Indigenous global history, the contributors suggest
exciting new directions in the field, examine its many research challenges and show its resonances
for a global politics of the present and future. This book is invaluable reading for students in both
undergraduate and postgraduate Indigenous history courses.
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