
environmental impact of colonialism

environmental impact of colonialism represents a critical area of study that
reveals how colonial powers significantly altered the natural landscapes,
ecosystems, and resource distribution in colonized territories. This
phenomenon encompasses deforestation, soil degradation, loss of biodiversity,
and long-term changes in land use patterns driven by economic exploitation
and settlement policies. Understanding the environmental consequences of
colonialism is essential for comprehending present-day ecological challenges
in formerly colonized regions. The environmental transformations imposed by
colonial regimes often prioritized resource extraction and monoculture
agriculture, which disrupted indigenous practices of sustainable land
management. This article explores the multifaceted environmental impact of
colonialism, highlighting the ways in which colonial activities reshaped
natural environments and contributed to ongoing environmental degradation.
The discussion will cover the historical context, specific ecological
changes, and the legacy of colonial environmental policies. The following
sections provide a structured overview of the main themes related to this
topic.

Historical Context of Colonial Environmental Changes

Deforestation and Land Degradation

Impact on Biodiversity and Wildlife

Alterations in Agricultural Practices

Water Resource Exploitation and Pollution

Legacy and Contemporary Environmental Challenges

Historical Context of Colonial Environmental
Changes
The environmental impact of colonialism must be understood within the broader
historical framework of European expansion from the 15th century onward.
Colonizing powers imposed new economic systems that prioritized the
extraction of raw materials and the establishment of plantations, mines, and
infrastructure. These activities often disregarded indigenous environmental
knowledge and sustainable practices, leading to profound ecological
disruption. Colonial administrations introduced new crops, livestock, and
land management techniques designed to serve imperial interests rather than
local ecological balance. This period marked a shift from diverse, mixed-use



land systems to monocultures and intensive resource exploitation, setting the
stage for large-scale environmental degradation.

Deforestation and Land Degradation
One of the most visible environmental impacts of colonialism is widespread
deforestation. Colonial powers cleared vast tracts of forests to make way for
plantations, settlements, and mining operations. This large-scale removal of
forest cover resulted in soil erosion, reduced carbon sequestration, and
altered local climates. The introduction of cash crops such as sugar, coffee,
and cotton often replaced native forests and vegetation, contributing further
to land degradation.

Causes of Deforestation During Colonial Period
Deforestation during colonial times was driven primarily by the demand for
agricultural land and timber resources. Colonizers exploited forests for
commercial timber, fuel, and to clear land for export-oriented agriculture.
Additionally, infrastructure projects like roads and railways required
extensive clearing of natural vegetation.

Environmental Consequences of Land Degradation
Soil erosion, loss of fertility, and desertification emerged as direct
consequences of deforestation and unsustainable land use. These processes
undermined the productivity of soils, reduced water retention, and increased
vulnerability to droughts and floods. The degradation of land resources had
long-term impacts on local communities and ecosystems.

Impact on Biodiversity and Wildlife
The environmental impact of colonialism also includes significant loss of
biodiversity. Colonial exploitation led to habitat destruction, species
displacement, and in some cases, extinction. The introduction of non-native
species, both plant and animal, disrupted local ecosystems and competitive
balances.

Habitat Destruction and Species Loss
Colonial land conversion for agriculture and urban development destroyed
critical habitats for many species. Forest clearing, wetland drainage, and
grassland conversion reduced the available natural habitats for native
wildlife, resulting in population declines and extinctions.



Introduction of Invasive Species
Colonial powers often introduced foreign species intentionally or
accidentally, which sometimes became invasive. These species outcompeted
native flora and fauna, further destabilizing ecosystems and reducing
biodiversity.

Alterations in Agricultural Practices
Colonialism transformed indigenous agricultural systems by introducing cash
crops and plantation economies that prioritized export over subsistence. This
shift altered land use patterns and had significant environmental effects.

Shift to Monoculture Plantations
Colonial agricultural policies emphasized monoculture plantations, such as
sugar, rubber, and coffee, which replaced diverse cropping systems.
Monocultures reduced soil fertility, increased pest vulnerability, and
required intensive use of water and labor.

Displacement of Indigenous Farming Techniques
Traditional agricultural practices, often adapted to local environments and
promoting soil conservation, were marginalized or suppressed. This
displacement contributed to environmental degradation and reduced resilience
of local food systems.

Water Resource Exploitation and Pollution
Water resources also suffered under colonial exploitation. The environmental
impact of colonialism includes diversion of rivers, overuse of water for
irrigation, and contamination of water bodies.

Water Diversion and Irrigation Projects
Colonial administrations implemented large-scale irrigation schemes to
support plantations, often diverting rivers and altering natural hydrological
cycles. These projects disrupted aquatic ecosystems and affected downstream
communities.



Pollution from Mining and Agriculture
Mining operations introduced heavy metals and toxic substances into water
systems, while plantation agriculture contributed to pesticide and fertilizer
runoff. These pollutants degraded water quality and harmed aquatic life.

Legacy and Contemporary Environmental
Challenges
The environmental impact of colonialism persists in many former colonies,
influencing present-day ecological and social challenges. Degraded
landscapes, loss of biodiversity, and unsustainable land use patterns
continue to affect development and conservation efforts.

Enduring Environmental Degradation
Many regions still struggle with deforestation, soil erosion, and
biodiversity loss initiated during colonial times. The legacy of land
conversion and resource extraction has left ecosystems vulnerable and less
productive.

Challenges for Sustainable Development
Reversing the environmental damage caused by colonialism requires integrated
approaches that recognize historical contexts. Efforts to restore ecosystems,
promote sustainable agriculture, and protect water resources must address the
structural impacts inherited from colonial policies.

Examples of Restoration and Conservation Efforts

Reforestation programs aimed at restoring native forest cover.

Community-based conservation projects incorporating indigenous
knowledge.

Policies promoting sustainable land management and biodiversity
protection.

International cooperation addressing transboundary environmental issues.



Frequently Asked Questions

How did colonialism contribute to deforestation in
colonized regions?
Colonial powers often exploited natural resources in colonized regions for
economic gain, leading to large-scale deforestation for timber, agriculture,
and plantation establishment, which caused habitat loss and biodiversity
decline.

In what ways did colonial agricultural practices
affect soil health?
Colonial agricultural practices, such as monoculture plantations and
intensive farming, depleted soil nutrients, increased erosion, and reduced
soil fertility, undermining the sustainability of local ecosystems.

How did colonialism impact indigenous environmental
knowledge and practices?
Colonialism frequently marginalized or suppressed indigenous environmental
knowledge and sustainable land management practices, replacing them with
exploitative approaches that prioritized resource extraction over ecological
balance.

What role did colonialism play in the introduction
of invasive species?
Colonialism facilitated the global movement of plants, animals, and
pathogens, introducing invasive species to new environments that often
disrupted local ecosystems and threatened native species.

How did colonial resource extraction affect water
systems in colonized territories?
Colonial resource extraction, including mining and plantation agriculture,
often led to water pollution, altered water flows, and depletion of water
sources, negatively impacting both human communities and aquatic ecosystems.

Can the environmental degradation caused by
colonialism still be observed today?
Yes, many regions continue to suffer from the environmental degradation
initiated during colonial times, such as deforested lands, soil degradation,
and disrupted ecosystems, which challenge contemporary conservation and
restoration efforts.



How did colonialism influence urban environmental
changes in colonized areas?
Colonialism led to the development of urban centers with infrastructure that
often disregarded environmental sustainability, resulting in pollution, waste
management issues, and altered landscapes that persist today.

What is the connection between colonialism and
climate change from an environmental perspective?
Colonialism accelerated the extraction and burning of fossil fuels and large-
scale deforestation, contributing significantly to greenhouse gas emissions
and setting patterns of environmental exploitation that have driven climate
change.

How are post-colonial nations addressing the
environmental impacts left by colonialism?
Post-colonial nations are increasingly engaging in ecological restoration,
implementing sustainable resource management, reclaiming indigenous
environmental practices, and participating in global environmental governance
to mitigate colonial legacies.

Additional Resources
1. Ecologies of Empire: Environmental Impact and Colonial Legacies
This book explores how colonial powers reshaped landscapes, ecosystems, and
indigenous ways of life. It delves into the environmental consequences of
resource extraction, agriculture, and urban development imposed by colonial
regimes. The author highlights the long-term ecological disruptions that
continue to affect post-colonial societies.

2. Colonialism and the Environment: A Global History
Offering a comprehensive overview, this title examines the environmental
transformations driven by colonial enterprises around the world. It covers
deforestation, soil depletion, and biodiversity loss linked to colonial
agricultural practices and industrialization. The book also discusses
resistance and adaptation strategies by indigenous communities.

3. Nature’s Ruin: The Environmental Costs of Empire
Focusing on the environmental degradation caused by European empires, this
book documents cases of habitat destruction, species extinction, and
pollution. It argues that colonial economic priorities often ignored
ecological sustainability. Through case studies, it reveals the intertwined
fate of empire-building and environmental harm.

4. Seeds of Change: Colonialism, Agriculture, and Ecology
This work investigates how colonial agricultural policies introduced new



crops and farming techniques that altered local ecosystems. The author
examines the displacement of native plants and animals, soil exhaustion, and
changes in land use patterns. It also highlights the role of indigenous
knowledge in mitigating environmental damage.

5. Imperial Nature: Conservation and Colonialism
This book addresses the paradox of colonial conservation efforts that sought
to protect nature while exploiting it. It traces the origins of national
parks and wildlife reserves in colonial territories. The narrative critiques
how these initiatives often marginalized indigenous peoples and prioritized
imperial agendas.

6. Extracting Empire: Mining, Environment, and Colonial Power
Focusing on mining industries, this title explores the environmental
destruction linked to extraction in colonies. It details pollution, landscape
alteration, and health impacts on local populations. The book emphasizes the
colonial economic motives behind resource exploitation and their
environmental toll.

7. Water and Empire: Colonial Control and Environmental Change
This study examines how colonial regimes manipulated water resources for
agriculture, urban centers, and industry. It discusses the ecological
consequences of dams, irrigation systems, and drainage projects. The book
also considers the social and environmental conflicts arising from water
management policies.

8. Postcolonial Ecologies: Environmental Justice and Decolonization
Addressing the legacies of colonial environmental damage, this book advocates
for ecological restoration and justice in postcolonial contexts. It
highlights grassroots movements and indigenous activism aimed at reclaiming
land and resources. The author connects environmental issues with broader
struggles for sovereignty and equity.

9. Forests of Empire: Deforestation and Colonial Expansion
This title investigates the role of colonial expansion in accelerating
deforestation across various regions. It explores the economic drivers behind
forest clearing, such as plantation agriculture and timber extraction. The
book also considers the cultural and spiritual significance of forests to
indigenous peoples and the impact of their loss.
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  environmental impact of colonialism: The Impacts of Colonialism and Its Aftermath
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-10 This comprehensive and thought-provoking book delves into the
intricate history and lasting legacy of colonialism, offering a critical examination of its political,
economic, social, and cultural consequences. It explores the profound impact of colonial rule on
indigenous peoples, the disruption of traditional ways of life, and the creation of deep-seated
inequalities that continue to shape postcolonial societies. Through a comprehensive analysis of
historical events, policies, and case studies, this book provides a deeper understanding of the roots
of colonialism, the processes of colonization, and the ongoing struggle for decolonization. It sheds
light on the brutal exploitation, displacement, and cultural erasure endured by indigenous peoples,
as well as the imposition of European political and economic systems that disrupted traditional
societies. Furthermore, this book explores the resistance movements and anti-colonial struggles that
have emerged in response to colonial domination. It highlights the role of indigenous leaders,
activists, and intellectuals in challenging colonial rule and advocating for self-determination. The
book also examines the challenges and opportunities faced by postcolonial societies as they navigate
the path towards decolonization and strive to build more just and equitable societies. By examining
the historical and contemporary dimensions of colonialism, this book aims to contribute to a deeper
understanding of the complex forces that have shaped our world. It seeks to foster dialogue,
promote reconciliation, and inspire action towards a more just and equitable global order. This book
is an essential resource for students, scholars, policymakers, and anyone interested in gaining a
comprehensive understanding of colonialism and its lasting impact on the world. It is a call to action
for individuals and societies to confront the legacy of colonialism and work towards a future where
justice, equality, and self-determination prevail. If you like this book, write a review!
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonialism and Landscape Andrew Sluyter, 2002
Spurred by the dramatic landscape transformation associated with European colonization of the
Americas, this work creates a prototype theory to explain relationships between colonialism and
landscape.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonialism, Development, and the Environment
Pallavi V. Das, 2016-03-14 This study explores the confluence of economy and ecology in British
India, showing that Britain initiated economic development strategies in India in order to efficiently
extract resources from it. It looks specifically at how state railway construction and forest
conservation efforts took on a cyclical, almost symbiotic relationship.
  environmental impact of colonialism: The Enduring Echoes of Colonialism Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-05-17 In The Enduring Echoes of Colonialism, readers embark on a profound journey
through the legacies of empire and their enduring impact on postcolonial societies. This
thought-provoking book delves into the intricate narratives of those who have lived under the
shadow of colonialism, exploring their struggles, triumphs, and unwavering resilience. Through a
multidisciplinary lens, The Enduring Echoes of Colonialism examines the complex relationship
between colonialism and identity, revealing how colonial ideologies have shaped and reshaped
notions of race, ethnicity, and belonging. It challenges conventional understandings of identity,
highlighting the fluidity and malleability of the self in a world indelibly marked by colonial
encounters. Furthermore, this book investigates the profound cultural impact of colonialism,
uncovering the insidious processes of cultural assimilation and erasure perpetrated by colonial
powers. It celebrates the resilience of indigenous traditions and the power of cultural resistance,
showcasing the vielfältig ways in which subjugated peoples have preserved and revitalized their
cultural heritage. The Enduring Echoes of Colonialism also sheds light on the devastating economic
and environmental consequences of colonialism, exposing the enduring scars inflicted upon
postcolonial societies. It examines the ongoing struggles to overcome the legacies of resource
extraction, forced labor, and environmental degradation, highlighting the urgent need for
transformative change. Ultimately, this book is a clarion call for readers to confront the enduring
legacies of colonialism and work towards a more just and equitable world. It is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit, the power of storytelling, and the enduring hope for a postcolonial



future free from the oppressive burdens of the past. The Enduring Echoes of Colonialism is a
must-read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the complexities of colonialism and its
lasting impact on the world we live in. It is a valuable resource for scholars, students, activists, and
anyone committed to social justice and dekolonisierung. If you like this book, write a review on
google books!
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonial Heritage and the Socio-Economic
Development of Africa Denis Nfor Yuni, Emeka C. Iloh, Carol Chi Ngang, 2025-07-01 This book
examines the influence of prevailing colonial heritage in Africa on its socio-economic development.
Colonisation of Africa and resulting agreements have shaped economic, political, educational, and
health landscapes that have, in turn, affected continental economic development. In revisiting the
question of independence from a comprehensive and transdisciplinary perspective, this book
provides insight into various aspects of economic development in Africa. The book highlights areas
of caution, identifies challenges and proposes recommendations relating to development from the
current constrained post-colonial framework while exploring topics such as cross-border conflict,
inherited colonial governance models, foreign aid, external debt, international trade, and foreign
education. This book will be of special interest to students and scholars interested in African history,
development studies, international relations, and economics. This book is also relevant to
development professionals and policymakers, especially those with expertise in African development.
  environmental impact of colonialism: The Economic History of Colonialism Leigh
Gardner, Tirthankar Roy, 2020-07-15 Debates about the origins and effects of European rule in the
non-European world have animated the field of economic history since the 1850s. This pioneering
text provides a concise and accessible resource that introduces key readings, builds connections
between ideas and helps students to develop informed views of colonialism as a force in shaping the
modern world. With special reference to European colonialism of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries in both Asia and Africa, this book: • critically reviews the literature on colonialism and
economic growth; • covers a range of different methods of analysis; • offers a comparative
approach, as opposed to a collection of regional histories, deftly weaving together different themes.
With debates around globalization, migration, global finance and environmental change intensifying,
this authoritative account of the relationship between colonialism and economic development makes
an invaluable contribution to several distinct literatures in economic history.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Environmental History: Exploring Human Impact on
the Planet Rowena Malpas, Embark on a comprehensive journey through the intricate relationship
between humans and the environment with 'Environmental History: Exploring Human Impact on the
Planet.' This compelling volume delves into how human activities have shaped the natural world
from prehistoric times to the present day. Each chapter meticulously explores significant periods
and themes in environmental history, providing valuable insights into the consequences of human
actions on ecosystems and the lessons we can learn for a sustainable future. Ideal for students,
scholars, and anyone passionate about understanding our environmental legacy, this book is a
crucial resource for appreciating the depth of human impact on the planet and the vital need for
informed stewardship of our natural world.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Global Culture: A Post-Colonial Perspective
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-14 In Global Culture: A Post-Colonial Perspective, readers embark on a
transformative journey through the complexities of post-colonialism, exploring its profound impact
on societies, cultures, and individual lives. This comprehensive book delves into the historical, social,
political, and cultural ramifications of colonialism, shedding light on the enduring legacies that
continue to shape our world today. With a multidisciplinary approach, the book examines the
intricate relationship between power, politics, and decolonization, highlighting the struggles for
independence and sovereignty that have defined the post-colonial era. It delves into the
psychological impact of colonialism, exploring the ways in which it has shaped identities and
self-perceptions. Furthermore, the book celebrates the vibrant expressions of cultural identity and
resistance that have emerged from post-colonial societies. It explores the power of art, literature,



and cinema in challenging dominant narratives and empowering marginalized voices. The
intersections of gender, race, and class are also brought to the forefront, recognizing the unique
challenges and opportunities they present. The book also addresses the intricate interplay between
economic development, globalization, and environmental issues in the post-colonial context. It
examines the challenges of achieving sustainable development while grappling with the
consequences of colonial exploitation. Education and healthcare are explored as crucial pillars in the
pursuit of post-colonial progress, highlighting the need for equitable access and culturally relevant
approaches. As the book delves into the future of post-colonial studies, it recognizes its continued
relevance in understanding the contemporary global landscape. It explores the ways in which
post-colonial theory and criticism can contribute to a more just and equitable world, fostering
dialogue, understanding, and solidarity among nations. Global Culture: A Post-Colonial Perspective
is an essential resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in gaining a deeper
understanding of the complexities of post-colonialism. It is a compelling exploration of the past,
present, and future of a world still grappling with the legacies of colonialism, offering insights that
are both thought-provoking and inspiring. If you like this book, write a review!
  environmental impact of colonialism: Encyclopedia of Business Ethics and Society Robert W.
Kolb, 2008 This encyclopedia spans the relationships among business, ethics and society, with an
emphasis on business ethics and the role of business in society.
  environmental impact of colonialism: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Business Ethics and
Society Robert W. Kolb, 2018-03-27 Spans the relationships among business, ethics, and society by
including numerous entries that feature broad coverage of corporate social responsibility, the
obligation of companies to various stakeholder groups, the contribution of business to society and
culture, and the relationship between organizations and the quality of the environment.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Environmental Change and Security Project
Report , 2003
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonialism and the COVID-19 Pandemic Arthur
W. Blume, 2022-01-06 This book views responses to the Covid 19 virus through the lens of
indigenous thinking which sheds light on some of the failures in dealing with the pandemic. Colonial
societies maintain beliefs that hierarchies are part of the natural order, and that certain people are
entitled to privileges that others are not. These hierarchies have contributed to racism as well as
health, and wealth disparities that have increased vulnerabilities to the virus. Indigenous societies,
on the other hand, view individuals as interdependent, and hold an optimistic view that this tragedy
can yield important lessons for future improvement. This book examines the legacy of colonial
societies in contributing to existing vulnerabilities, and incorporates an indigenous perspective in
re-imagining the problem and its solutions.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonialism and the Modern World Gregory Blue,
Martin Bunton, Ralph C. Croizier, Criozier, Ralph, 2016-07-08 This collection fills the need for a
resource that adequately conceptualizes the place of non-European histories in the larger narrative
of world history. These essays were selected with special emphasis on their comparative outlook.
The chapters range from the British Empire (India, Egypt, Palestine) to Indonesia, French
colonialism (Brittany and Algeria), South Africa, Fiji, and Japanese imperialism. Within the chapters,
key concepts such as gender, land and law, and regimes of knowledge are considered.
  environmental impact of colonialism: The Environment and World History Edmund
Burke, Kenneth Pomeranz, 2009-04-08 In 11 essays, the contributors examine the connections
between environmental change and other major topics of early modern world history: population
growth, commercialization, imperialism, industrialization, the fossil fuel revolution, and more.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonialism and Animality Kelly Struthers Montford,
Chloë Taylor, 2020-03-02 The fields of settler colonial, decolonial, and postcolonial studies, as well
as Critical Animal Studies are growing rapidly, but how do the implications of these endeavours
intersect? Colonialism and Animality: Anti-Colonial Perspectives in Critical Animal Studies explores
some of the ways that the oppression of Indigenous persons and more-than-human animals are



interconnected. Composed of 12 chapters by an international team of specialists plus a Foreword by
Dinesh Wadiwel, the book is divided into four themes: Tensions and Alliances between Animal and
Decolonial Activisms Revisiting the Stereotypes of Indigenous Peoples’ Relationships with Animals
Cultural Perspectives Colonialism, Animals, and the Law This book will be of interest to
undergraduate and postgraduate students, activists, as well as postdoctoral scholars, working in the
areas of Critical Animal Studies, Native Studies, postcolonial and critical race studies, with
particular chapters being of interest to scholars and students in other fields, such as Cultural
Studies, Animal Law and Critical Criminology.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Dimensions of Settler Colonialism in a Transnational
Perspective Eva Bischoff, 2018-08-29 As a field of research, settler colonial studies has developed
dynamically in recent years. This volume contributes a set of much-needed empirical analyses of the
microhistory and practices of settler colonialism. Incorporating six case studies from across the
Anglo-world, including the United States, Australia, and South Africa, this book examines the roles
different actors played in this process, their individual experiences, and the social and physical
(re-)organization of settler colonial space. They reconstruct the complexities of settler responses to
Indigenous resistance, guided by fear or religious convictions; and explore the settlers’ potential to
manoeuvre on higher political levels, legitimizing frontier violence as a patriotic duty to the common
good. In addition, they examine the production and circulation of knowledge about land, and discuss
the ways in which socio-ecological systems were manipulated by stock farmers whose success
depended upon an effective integration into a world-wide economic system. Overall, the volume
presents a unique combination of microhistorical analysis and environmental history. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Settler Colonial Studies.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Routledge Handbook of Latin America and the
Environment Beatriz Bustos, Salvatore Engel-Di Mauro, Gustavo García-López, Felipe Milanez,
Diana Ojeda, 2023-05-31 The Routledge Handbook of Latin America and the Environment provides
an in-depth and accessible analysis and theorization of environmental issues in the region. It will
help readers make connections between Latin American and other regions’ perspectives,
experiences, and environmental concerns. Latin America has seen an acceleration of environmental
degradation due to the expansion of resource extraction and urban areas. This Handbook addresses
Latin America not only as an object of study, but also as a region with a long and profound history of
critical thinking on these themes. Furthermore, the Handbook departs from most treatments on the
topic by studying the environment as a social issue inextricably linked to politics, economy, and
culture. The Handbook will be an invaluable resource for those wanting not only to understand the
issues, but also to engage with ideas about environmental politics and social-ecological
transformation. The Handbook covers a broad range of topics organized according to three areas:
physical geography, ecology, and crucial environmental problems of the region. These are key
theoretical and methodological issues used to understand Latin America’s ecosocial contexts, and
institutional and grassroots practices related to more just and ecologically sustainable worlds. The
Handbook will set a research agenda for the near future and provide comprehensive research on
most subregions relative to environmental transformations, challenges, struggles and political
processes. It stands as a fresh and much needed state of the art introduction for researchers,
scholars, post-graduates and academic audiences on Latin American contributions to theorization,
empirical research and environmental practices.
  environmental impact of colonialism: The Earth as Transformed by Human Action B. L.
Turner, William C. Clark, Robert W. Kates, John F. Richards, Jessica T. Mathews, William B. Meyer,
1993-01-29 The Earth as Transformed by Human Action is the culmination of a mammoth
undertaking involving the examination of the toll our continual strides forward, technical and social,
take on our world. The purpose of such a study is to document the changes in the biosphere that
have taken place over the last 300 years, to contrast global patterns of change to those appearing on
a regional level, and to explain the major human forces that have driven these changes. The first
section deals strictly with the major human forces of the past 300 years and the second is a detailed



account of the transformations of the global environment wrought by human action. The final section
examines a range of perspectives and theories that purport to explain human actions with regard to
the biosphere.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Colonial Counterinsurgency and Mass Violence Bart
Luttikhuis, A. Dirk Moses, 2018-10-24 Whether out of historical interest, romantic identification with
the colonized or as models for contemporary counter-insurgency experts, the mass violence of
insurgency and counter-insurgency in the post-war decolonization of the European empires has long
exerted an intense fascination. In the main, the dramas in French Algeria and British Kenya in the
1950s have dominated the scene, overshadowing the equally violent events that unfolded in the
Dutch, Belgian and Portuguese empires. Colonial counterinsurgency and mass violence is the first
book in English to treat the intense conflict that occurred during the ‘Indonesian revolution’—the
decolonization struggle of the Dutch East Indies between 1945 and 1949. This case is particularly
significant as the first episode of post-war colonial violence, indeed one with global reverberations.
International opinion was ranged against the Dutch, and the nascent United Nations condemned its
euphemistically termed ‘police actions’ to reclaim the archipelago from Indonesian nationalists after
defeat by the Japanese in 1942. As this book makes clear, however, intra-Indonesian violence was no
less prevalent, as rival independence visions vied for control and villagers were caught between the
fronts. Taking a multi-perspectival approach, eighteen authors examine the origins of the conflict as
well as its representational and memory dimensions. Colonial counterinsurgency and mass violence
will appeal to scholars of imperial history, mass violence and memory studies alike. This book is
based on a special issue of the Journal of Genocide Research.
  environmental impact of colonialism: Encyclopedia of Environmental Change John A
Matthews, 2013-12-13 Accessibly written by a team of international authors, the Encyclopedia of
Environmental Change provides a gateway to the complex facts, concepts, techniques, methodology
and philosophy of environmental change. This three-volume set illustrates and examines topics
within this dynamic and rapidly changing interdisciplinary field. The encyclopedia includes all of the
following aspects of environmental change: Diverse evidence of environmental change, including
climate change and changes on land and in the oceans Underlying natural and anthropogenic causes
and mechanisms Wide-ranging local, regional and global impacts from the polar regions to the
tropics Responses of geo-ecosystems and human-environmental systems in the face of past, present
and future environmental change Approaches, methodologies and techniques used for
reconstructing, dating, monitoring, modelling, projecting and predicting change Social, economic
and political dimensions of environmental issues, environmental conservation and management and
environmental policy Over 4,000 entries explore the following key themes and more: Conservation
Demographic change Environmental management Environmental policy Environmental security
Food security Glaciation Green Revolution Human impact on environment Industrialization Landuse
change Military impacts on environment Mining and mining impacts Nuclear energy Pollution
Renewable resources Solar energy Sustainability Tourism Trade Water resources Water security
Wildlife conservation The comprehensive coverage of terminology includes layers of entries ranging
from one-line definitions to short essays, making this an invaluable companion for any student of
physical geography, environmental geography or environmental sciences.
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