
edith stein womanhood
edith stein womanhood stands as a profound exploration of the essence and
dignity of women through the eyes of one of the most influential philosophers
and saints of the 20th century. Edith Stein, also known as Saint Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross, combined her background in phenomenology with her
deep spiritual insights to articulate a vision of womanhood that transcends
cultural and historical confines. Her reflections on identity, vocation, and
the unique contributions of women to society and the Church remain relevant
in contemporary discussions about gender and spirituality. This article
delves into Edith Stein’s understanding of womanhood, examining its
philosophical foundations, theological dimensions, and practical
implications. By exploring her writings and legacy, readers gain a
comprehensive view of how Edith Stein womanhood intertwines intellectual
rigor with heartfelt devotion. The following sections outline the core themes
and insights that define her perspective on womanhood.

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein's View on Womanhood

Theological Perspectives on Womanhood in Edith Stein's Thought

Edith Stein’s Understanding of Identity and Vocation

The Role of Womanhood in Society and the Church

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Edith Stein Womanhood

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein's View
on Womanhood
Edith Stein’s approach to womanhood is deeply rooted in her philosophical
training, particularly in phenomenology, the study of conscious experience.
Initially a student of Edmund Husserl, Stein applied phenomenological methods
to explore the nature of the human person, focusing on empathy, identity, and
relationality. For Stein, understanding womanhood involves grasping the
distinctive ways in which women experience and express their being-in-the-
world.

Phenomenology and the Essence of Woman
Stein’s phenomenological analysis sought to uncover the "essence" of
womanhood beyond societal stereotypes or biological determinism. She
emphasized the personal and relational aspects of womanhood, highlighting how
women’s experiences are shaped by empathy and a unique sensitivity to others.



This approach underscored the dignity and individuality of every woman.

Distinction and Complementarity
Central to Stein’s philosophy is the concept of distinction and
complementarity between man and woman. She argued that womanhood is not
merely a variation of humanity but carries its own intrinsic qualities. These
qualities are not in opposition to masculinity but complement it,
contributing to a fuller understanding of human nature.

Key Philosophical Themes in Edith Stein Womanhood

Empathy as the core of feminine experience

The personalistic nature of womanhood

Unity and difference in gender relations

The link between self-awareness and relational identity

Theological Perspectives on Womanhood in Edith
Stein's Thought
After her conversion to Catholicism and entrance into the Carmelite order,
Edith Stein integrated her philosophical insights with a profound theological
vision. Her understanding of womanhood became deeply connected to Christian
anthropology and the biblical narrative of creation and redemption.

Womanhood in the Light of Creation
Stein viewed womanhood through the lens of the Genesis account, where woman
is created as a "helper" (ezer) suitable for man, signifying a partnership
founded on mutual respect and dignity. This theological framework highlights
the equal value and complementary roles of men and women as part of God’s
creative plan.

The Virgin Mary as the Model of Womanhood
In her spiritual writings, Edith Stein identified the Virgin Mary as the
quintessential expression of ideal womanhood. Mary’s receptivity to God’s
will, her purity, and her maternal vocation embody the fullness of feminine



identity and vocation. Stein’s devotion to Mary informed her understanding of
how women can live out their calling in faith and love.

Womanhood and the Mystical Body of Christ
Stein also emphasized the role of women within the Church as members of the
Mystical Body of Christ, where each person contributes uniquely to the life
and mission of the community. Womanhood, therefore, is not only a biological
or social reality but a spiritual vocation with a universal mission.

Edith Stein’s Understanding of Identity and
Vocation
Central to Edith Stein womanhood is the concept of vocation, which integrates
identity with purpose. For Stein, every woman is called to realize her unique
potential through the interplay of her personal gifts and her relationships
with others.

Personal Identity and Self-Realization
Stein believed that true womanhood involves a journey toward self-knowledge
and authenticity. This process leads to a harmonious integration of mind,
heart, and spirit, enabling women to live fully as persons created in the
image of God.

The Vocation to Love and Service
A key dimension of Stein’s understanding of womanhood is the vocation to love
and serve others. Women, according to her, have a special capacity to
nurture, support, and foster community, which reflects the love of God in
concrete ways.

Balancing Autonomy and Relationality
Edith Stein’s thought addresses the tension between personal autonomy and
relational dependency. Womanhood involves a dynamic balance, where autonomy
is expressed through freely chosen relationships of care and responsibility.

The Role of Womanhood in Society and the Church
Edith Stein’s reflections extend beyond personal identity to encompass the
social and ecclesial roles of women. She recognized the evolving place of



women in modern society while advocating for a vision that respects their
dignity and vocation.

Women’s Contribution to Culture and Education
Stein acknowledged the important role women play in shaping culture,
particularly through education and the formation of future generations. She
viewed women as intellectual and moral agents capable of influencing social
progress.

Participation in Church Life and Mission
Within the Church, Edith Stein encouraged active participation of women in
various ministries and apostolates. She saw womanhood as integral to the life
of the Church, not only through motherhood but also through spiritual
leadership and witness.

Challenges and Opportunities for Women

Negotiating traditional roles and modern expectations

Affirming the intrinsic value of womanhood amid societal changes

Embracing a holistic vision of vocation that includes family, work, and
faith

Promoting equality while respecting gender differences

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Edith
Stein Womanhood
Edith Stein womanhood continues to inspire dialogue on gender, identity, and
spirituality in the 21st century. Her synthesis of philosophy and theology
offers a balanced and profound perspective that addresses both the challenges
and the gifts of womanhood today.

Influence on Feminist Theology and Philosophy
Stein’s work has influenced feminist thinkers who seek to affirm the value of
women without dismissing their distinctiveness. Her emphasis on empathy,
vocation, and relationality resonates with contemporary efforts to develop a



more inclusive understanding of gender.

Edith Stein as a Role Model
Her life as a scholar, convert, and martyr provides a powerful example of
integrity, courage, and faith. Edith Stein embodies the ideal of womanhood as
a harmonious blend of intellect, spirituality, and service.

Ongoing Importance in Church and Society
Today, Edith Stein womanhood serves as a resource for those engaged in
education, pastoral ministry, and social advocacy. Her vision encourages
respect for the unique contributions of women and the promotion of a culture
that honors human dignity in all its dimensions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edith Stein and why is she significant in
discussions about womanhood?
Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and
became a Discalced Carmelite nun. She is significant in discussions about
womanhood due to her profound reflections on the nature of women, their
roles, and spiritual identity, blending philosophy, theology, and personal
experience.

What are the central themes of Edith Stein’s
writings on womanhood?
The central themes include the unique nature of women, the vocation of
motherhood, the spiritual and intellectual dignity of women, and the
complementarity of men and women in society and the Church.

How did Edith Stein view the relationship between
womanhood and spirituality?
Edith Stein viewed womanhood as deeply connected to spirituality, emphasizing
that a woman’s spiritual identity is rooted in her openness to life, love,
and self-gift, which aligns with her vocation both in family and religious
life.

In what ways did Edith Stein’s personal life



influence her perspective on womanhood?
Her experiences as a Jewish woman, a philosopher, a convert to Catholicism,
and eventually a nun shaped her understanding of womanhood as a vocation
encompassing intellectual pursuit, faith, and self-sacrifice.

How does Edith Stein’s concept of womanhood
challenge modern feminist perspectives?
While Edith Stein affirms the dignity and intellectual capability of women,
she emphasizes traditional roles such as motherhood and the complementarity
of genders, which can contrast with some modern feminist ideas focused on
gender equality and individualism.

What role does motherhood play in Edith Stein’s
understanding of womanhood?
Motherhood is seen by Edith Stein as a central and noble vocation for women,
symbolizing self-giving love and the creative participation in God’s work,
which she regards as a profound expression of a woman’s identity.

How is Edith Stein’s philosophy of womanhood
relevant to contemporary discussions on gender and
identity?
Her philosophy offers a nuanced perspective that respects both the unique
qualities of womanhood and the importance of spiritual and intellectual
development, contributing to contemporary debates by emphasizing dignity,
complementarity, and vocation beyond social constructs.

Additional Resources
1. Edith Stein: Woman and Philosopher
This book explores the life and intellectual journey of Edith Stein, focusing
on her unique contributions to philosophy and her experience as a woman. It
delves into her struggles and triumphs within a male-dominated academic world
and how her identity as a woman shaped her thought. The narrative also
highlights her spiritual transformation and commitment to faith.

2. The Feminine in Edith Stein’s Thought
An in-depth analysis of Stein’s views on womanhood, this book examines her
philosophical and theological reflections on femininity. It discusses how
Stein reconciled traditional roles with modern demands and her vision of
womanhood as integral to human dignity. The work also contextualizes her
ideas within the broader feminist discourse.

3. Edith Stein and the Mystery of Womanhood



This volume investigates the mystical and existential dimensions of Edith
Stein’s understanding of womanhood. It presents her concept of the feminine
as a path to self-realization and spiritual fulfillment. The author considers
Stein’s writings on identity, vocation, and the sacredness of the female
experience.

4. Womanhood and Holiness: Edith Stein’s Legacy
Focusing on the interplay between womanhood and sanctity, this book
highlights Edith Stein’s journey toward sainthood and how her gender informed
her spirituality. It discusses her role as a Carmelite nun and martyr,
emphasizing the strength and grace found in her lived experience. The text
serves as an inspiration for those seeking to integrate faith and feminine
identity.

5. Edith Stein: A Life of Courage and Womanhood
A biographical account that portrays Stein’s resilience in the face of
adversity, especially as a Jewish woman who converted to Catholicism and
became a nun. The book illustrates her intellectual brilliance alongside her
deep commitment to social justice and the empowerment of women. It offers
insights into how her womanhood shaped her path of courage.

6. The Philosophical Woman: Edith Stein’s Contributions to Gender Thought
This scholarly work examines Edith Stein’s philosophical legacy concerning
gender theory and the nature of womanhood. It evaluates her arguments on the
complementariness of genders and the essential characteristics she attributed
to women. The book situates Stein’s thought within contemporary debates on
gender identity.

7. Edith Stein and the Vocation of Woman
This book explores the concept of vocation as articulated by Edith Stein,
emphasizing the unique callings and responsibilities of women. It considers
how Stein’s own life exemplified the harmonization of personal ambition,
family, and faith. The author reflects on how Stein’s ideas can inspire
modern women discerning their own paths.

8. The Spiritual Womanhood of Edith Stein
Delving into the spiritual dimensions of Edith Stein’s life, this book
highlights her mystical experiences and theological insights related to
womanhood. It discusses her understanding of the soul, suffering, and divine
love from a feminine perspective. The work aims to deepen readers’
appreciation of Stein’s spiritual legacy.

9. Edith Stein: Woman, Martyr, Saint
This comprehensive biography traces the intersections of Edith Stein’s
identity as a woman, her martyrdom during the Holocaust, and her eventual
canonization as a saint. It reflects on how her gender influenced her faith
journey and her witness to truth under persecution. The book serves as a
testament to the enduring power of womanhood in the face of evil.
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  edith stein womanhood: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra Cathey,
MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally embrace
and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women need to
prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter to
Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 2012-10-30 To help
celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received the
task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an
illuminating reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out
how entering the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed
presentation of John's thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount
Carmel and The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul
shares, through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the
summer of 1942, the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this
profound study lying open in her room. Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in
Germany, Edith Stein traveled discreetly across the border into Holland to find safe harbor in the
Carmel of Echt. But the Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again put Edith in danger. The cross
weighed down heavily as those of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross's
superiors then assigned her a task they thought would take her mind off the threatening situation.
The fourth centenary of the birth, of St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and Edith could
surely contribute a valuable study for the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her
circumstances she discovered in the subject of the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject
like this enabled her to grasp John's unity of being as expressed in his life and works. Using her
training in phenomenology, she helps the reader apprehend the difference in the symbolic character
of cross and night and why the night-symbol prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is
designated by him as a night through which the soul must pass to reach union with God and points
out how entering the night is equivalent to carrying the cross. Finally, in a fascinating way Edith
speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of personal life, an inmost region, is present in both God
and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage this inmost region is surrendered by each to the
other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in contemplation all that is mortal is consumed in
the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined for immortal being, to move through fire along
a path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his resurrection. Book includes two photos and fully
linked index.
  edith stein womanhood: Embracing Edith Stein Anne Costa, 2014-07-01 Join author Anne
Costa as she shares the wisdom of Edith Stein. While the author never knew Edith Stein personally,
her writings had a profound affect on her, and she came to view Edith Stein as a spiritual friend.
Embracing Edith Stein shows how the different aspects of the life and teachings of St. Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross can serve as a guide for women and their unique vocation today. Written in a
friendly, conversational style, this is one woman sharing the story of her friendship with this saint
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with her readers.
  edith stein womanhood: Essays on Woman Edith Stein (sainte).), 1987
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein: Women, Social-Political Philosophy, Theology,
Metaphysics and Public History Antonio Calcagno, 2015-11-11 This volume explores the work and
thought of Edith Stein (1891–1942). It discusses in detail, and from new perspectives, the traditional
areas of her thinking, including her ideas about women/feminism, theology, and metaphysics. In
addition, it introduces readers to new and/or understudied areas of her thought, including her views
on history, and her social and political philosophy. The guiding thread that connects all the essays in
this book is the emphasis on new approaches and novel applications of her philosophy. The
contributions both extend the interdisciplinary implications of Stein’s thinking for our contemporary
world and apply her insights to questions of theatre, public history and biographical representation,
education, politics, autism, theological debates, feminism, sexuality studies and literature. The
volume brings together for the first time leading scholars in five language-groups, including English,
German, Italian, French and Spanish-speaking authors, thereby reflecting an international and
cosmopolitan approach to Stein studies.
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein - Woman of Prayer Joanne Mosley, 2004 Edith Stein,
canonized in 1998 and now a co-patroness of Europe, is rightly coming to be seen as one of the most
important saints for our times. The first part of this book presents the life of Edith Stein while going
behind the well known lables - Jewess, philosopher, Carmelite nun, martyr of Auschwitz - to reveal
the inner struggles of a truly inspirational person: guided in all her thoughts and actions by a
constant search for the truth and the acceptance of the will of God, even when it led to the ultimate
gift of herself. Added to these ideals which Edith lived out in the challenge of everyday reality, are
the ideal figures whom she kept ever before her eyes; Edith's love of Jesus and Mary, Old Testament
characters and modern-day saints forms the second part of this book which draws upon her writings
on prayer, some of which are not yet published. This book presents Edith Stein to the readers as a
companion in the Christian life - one who found her courage and fulfilment through daily contact
with God in prayer and in this way was able, in Edith's own words, to 'go to the world in order to
carry the divine life into it'. Joanne Mosley has written and lectured widely on Edith Stein for a
number of years. She is an assistant editor of Mount Carmel, the spiritual review published by the
Teresian Carmelites, and gives retreats on the spirituality and saints of Carmel.
  edith stein womanhood: Three Women in Dark Times Sylvie Courtine-Denamy, 2000 Three
women, all philosophers, all of Jewish descent, provide a human face for a decade of crisis in this
powerful and moving book. The dark years when the Nazis rose to power are here seen through the
lives of Edith Stein, a disciple of Husserl and author of La science et la croix, who died in Auschwitz
in 1942; Hannah Arendt, pupil of Heidegger and Jaspers and author of Eichmann in Jerusalem, who
unhesitatingly responded to Hitler by making a personal commitment to Zionism; and Simone Weil,
a student of Alain and author of La pesanteur et la grâce. Following her subjects from 1933 to 1943,
Sylvie Courtine-Denamy recounts how these three great philosophers of the twentieth century
endeavored with profound moral commitment to address the issues confronting them. Condemned to
exile, they not only sought to understand a horrible reality, but also attempted to make peace with it.
To do so, Edith Stein and Simone Weil encouraged a stoic acceptance of necessity while Hannah
Arendt argued for the capacity for renewal and the need to fight against the banality of evil.
Courtine-Denamy also describes how as a student each woman caught the eye of her famous male
teacher, yet dared to criticize and go beyond him. She explores each one's sense of her femininity,
her position on the woman question, and her relation to her Jewishness. All three, the author writes,
are compelling figures who move us with their fierce desire to understand a world out of joint,
reconcile it with itself, and, despite everything, love it.
  edith stein womanhood: An Annotated Edition of Edith Stein's Papers on Woman Saint Edith
Stein, Freda Mary Oben, 1979
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein's Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 Joyce Avrech
Berkman, 2023-04-04 Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 is a treasure trove for the



study of Stein’s youth and early adulthood, her approach to writing autobiographically, and her
intricate relationship with historical influences of her time and place. Through intellectual mining
Stein’s narrative and conducting a comprehensive historical analysis of Stein’s achievement as a
distinct type of autobiography, Joyce Avrech Berkman argues that a key axis of Stein’s
consciousness, values, philosophical ideas, and life choices is a deep, tense, unresolved,
philosophical, and spiritual struggle to both uphold traditional societal and cultural values and
practices and also critiquing them to pioneer new patterns of thought. Berkman further probes the
sharply controversial nature of Stein’s autobiography for her family members and Stein scholars in
the decades after her death. Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916: A Companion serves
as an important guide to scholars in autobiographical studies, history, philosophy, and theology, as
well as to a broader readership interested in Stein’s life for religious and cultural reasons.
  edith stein womanhood: A History of Women Philosophers M.E. Waithe, 1995 Like their
predecessors, and like their male counterparts, most women philosophers of the 20th century have
significant expertise in several specialities. Moreover, their work represents the gamut of 20th
century philosophy's interests in moral pragmatism, logical positivism, philosophy of mathematics, of
psychology, and of mind. Their writings include feminist philosophy, classical moral theory
reevaluated in light of Kant, Mill, and the 19th century feminist and abolitionist movements, and
issues in logic and perception. Included in the fourth volume of the series are discussions of L. Susan
Stebbing, Edith Stein, Hedwig Conrad Martius, Simone de Beauvoir, Simone Weil, Mary Whiton
Calkins, Gerda Walther, and others. While pre-20th century women philosophers were usually
self-educated, those of the 20th century had greater access to academic preparation in philosophy.
Yet, for all the advances made by women philosophers over two and a half millennia, the
philosophers discussed in this volume were sometimes excluded from full participation in academic
life, and sometimes denied full professional academic status.
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, 2017 In the wake of World War I
when neither Jews nor women were widely accepted in academia, Edith Stein rose to prominence as
a leading intellectual in Germany. She was a passionate and brilliant philosopher who lived and
thrived in the intellectual university community of Germany. She was also a young Jewish woman
who shocked her intellectual community when she fell in love with Jesus Christ and became a Roman
Catholic. More shocking still, eleven years later, Edith entered the cloistered Carmelite order to
follow a life of mystic and contemplative prayer in the cloister under the name Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross. Edith Stein’s surrender to grace is all the more visible because of the dark night that
enveloped the period of history in which she lived and died — years when millions of men and
women, including Edith Stein herself, were systematically murdered by the Nazi regime in the name
of diligent ethnic cleansing. Today, as the meaning of feminism is lost in a world of relativism, Edith
Stein provides a model for a true feminist woman who authentically integrates faith, family, and
work. In these pages, award-winning journalist Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda brings new light to this
complex woman, her culture, and the pivotal period of history in which she lived and died. More than
a biography, these pages paint a multifaceted portrait of Edith Stein as seen by scholars, friends,
and relatives – and by Catholics and Jews alike. You’ll gain new insights into the complex aspects of
her life and death, as well as the impact of her character and personality on those who knew her.
But most of all, you will enter into the interior life of this woman of Jewish descent who transformed
her entire life because of her encounter with Jesus Christ, an encounter that led her from the depths
of atheism to the heights of sainthood.
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein's Finite and Eternal Being Sarah Borden Sharkey,
2023-02-13 There are few topics more central to philosophical discussions than the meaning of
being, and few thinkers offer a more compelling and original vision of that meaning than Edith Stein
(1891–1942). Stein’s magnum opus, drawing from her decades working with the early
phenomenologists and intense years as a student and translator of medieval texts, lays out a grand
vision, bringing together phenomenological and scholastic insights into an integrated whole. The
sheer scope of Stein’s project in Finite and Eternal Being is daunting, and the text can be



challenging to navigate. In this book, Sarah Borden Sharkey provides a guide to Stein’s great final
philosophical work and intellectual vision. The opening essays give an overview of Stein’s method
and argument, and they place Finite and Eternal Being both within its historical context and in
relation to contemporary discussions. The author also provides clear, detailed summaries of each
section of Stein’s opus, drawing from the latest scholarship on Stein’s manuscript. Edith Stein’s
Finite and Eternal Being: A Companion offers a unique guide, opening up Stein’s grand
cathedral-like vision of the meaning of being as the unfolding of meaning.
  edith stein womanhood: Person and Dignity in Edith Stein’s Writings Jadwiga Guerrero van
der Meijden, 2019-07-08 Edith Stein is widely known as a historical figure, a victim of the Holocaust
and a saint, but still unrecognised as a philosopher. It was philosophy, however, that constituted the
core of her life. Today her complete writings are available to scholars and therefore her thinking can
be properly investigated and evaluated. Who is a human person? And what is his or her dignity
according to Edith Stein? Those are the two leading questions investigated in this volume. The
answer is presented based on the complete writings of the 20th-c. phenomenologist and, moreover,
compared to the traditional Christian understanding of human dignity present in the writings of the
Church Fathers and the Doctors of the Church as well as Magisterial Documents of the Catholic
Church. In the final parts of the book, the author shows how Stein's ideas are relevant today, in
particular to the ongoing doctrinal and legal debates over the concept of human dignity.
  edith stein womanhood: Catholic Women Writers Mary Reichardt, 2001-07-30 Women have
been writing in the Catholic tradition since early medieval times, yet no single volume has brought
together critical evaluations of their works until now. The first reference of its kind, Catholic Women
Writers provides entries on 64 Catholic women writers from around the world and across the
centuries. Each of the entries is written by an expert contributor and includes a biography of the
author; a critical discussion of her works, especially her Catholic and women's themes; an overview
of her critical reception; and a bibliography of primary and secondary sources. Authors writing in all
genres, including fiction, autobiography, poetry, children's literature, and essays, are represented.
The entries give special attention to the authors' use of Catholic themes, structures, traditions,
culture, and spirituality. The writers surveyed range from Doctors of the Church to mystics and
visionaries, to those who employ Catholic themes primarily in historical and cultural contexts, to
those who critique the tradition. An introductory essay places the writers within the historical and
literary contexts of women's writing in the Catholic tradition, and the volume closes with a selected,
general bibliography.
  edith stein womanhood: Women in Christ Michele M. Schumacher, 2004 The challenge of
promoting the new feminism has barely been addressed since it was first launched by Pope John
Paul II in his 1995 encyclical Evangelium vitae. The thirteen contributors in this book, all
outstanding international scholars, take up this task, together laying the necessary theoretical
foundation for the new feminism. These chapters articulate an integral philosophical and theological
understanding of persons that moves beyond patriarchy on the one hand and traditional feminism on
the other. Central to the new perspective offered here is the biblical revelation of the human person
-- man and woman -- in Christ, a vision that directs women beyond the male standard against which
they have too often been measured. Far from constraining women to an eternal essence, the
dynamic view presented here encourages each woman to realize herself in perfect Christian
freedom.
  edith stein womanhood: Stein Sarah Borden, 2004-01-02 Edith Stein was beatified in 1987
and canonized in 1998 but is still relatively unknown in the English-speaking world. She provides an
example of a Christian thinker deeply engaged in the debates of her own day, and her work offers
models and insights for addressing the questions of the twenty-first century.Sarah Borden presents
an overview of St Edith Stein's life and thought, beginning with her biography. She then covers her
early work in phenomenology, her political writings, her studies on women and women's education,
as well her later turn to medieval metaphysics, and spiritual and religious texts. The final chapter
covers the controversies surrounding Stein's beatification and canonization.Arranged by topic and



proceeding largely in chronological order, the book is accessible and aimed at a general audience,
although the material is presented in such a way as to be useful to specialists.
  edith stein womanhood: Karol Wojtyla's Philosophical Legacy Nancy Mardas, Agnes B. Curry,
George F. McLean, 2008
  edith stein womanhood: Contemplating Woman in the Philosophy of Edith Stein
Maybelle Marie O. Padua, 2007
  edith stein womanhood: The Reception of Husserlian Phenomenology in North America
Michela Beatrice Ferri, 2019-06-05 This book presents a historiographical and theorical analysis of
how Husserlian Phenomenology arrived and developed in North America. The chapters analyze the
different phases of the reception of Edmund Husserl’s thought in the USA and Canada. The volume
discusses the authors and universities that played a fundamental role in promoting Husserlian
Phenomenology and clarifies their connection with American Philosophy, Pragmatism, and with
Analytic Philosophy. Starting from the analysis of how the first American Scholars of Edmund
Husserl's thought opened the door to the reception of his texts, the book explores the first
encounters between Pragmatism and Husserlian Phenomenology in American Universities. The
study focuses, then, on those Scholars who fled from Europe to America, from 1933 onwards, to
escape Nazism - Felix Kaufmann, Alfred Schutz, Aron Gurwitsch, Herbert Spiegelberg, Fritz
Kaufmann, among the most notable - and illustrates how their teaching provided thevery basis for
the spreading of Husserlian Phenomenology in North America. The volume examines, then, the
action of the 20th Century North-American Husserl Scholars, together with those places, societies,
centers, and journals, specifically created to represent the development of the studies devoted to
Husserlian Phenomenology in the U.S., with a focus of the Regional Phenomenological Schools.
  edith stein womanhood: Edith Stein’s An Investigation Concerning the State: Sociality,
Nationhood, Ethics Eva Reyes-Gacitúa, Antonio Calcagno, 2020-02-24 This book explores Edith
Stein's phenomenology of the state. It features chapters on the application of Stein’s political
philosophy to real issues and questions affecting nations today. The contributors also situate Stein’s
political theory within her larger philosophical corpus. The collection examines An Investigation
Concerning the State from various angles. Scholars first consider some of the direct claims Stein
makes about social and political ontology. They mine her work for its implications for and
applications to contemporary debates. Then, the contributors position her work in relation to other
figures in phenomenology, including Edmund Husserl and Max Scheler. Finally, Stein’s views are
brought to bear on other disciplines, including feminism, theology, and literature. The contributors
also use her theory of the state to address various contemporary issues, including bioethics and
rights, globalization, as well as social and political inequality. The view of the state that emerges has
implications for how we do politics and make ethical decisions. Moreover, Stein's work has an
impact on our views of sociality (as opposed to the sociality of contractarian views of the state),
pedagogy, women, theories of justice and law, as well as social psychology and religion. This volume
helps readers better understand this vital voice in political philosophy and appeals to students,
professors, and researchers working in the field.
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